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Namelist of the Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation
to Attend the 38th General Assembly of ASEAN Inter - Parliamentary Assembly
during 14"~ 20" September 2017
Makati Shangri - La, Manila, Philippines
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Legislative Assembly
3. H.E. Mr. Thanatip UPATISING - Ambassador of Thailand to the Philippines
- Advisor to the Delegation
4. Hon. Gen. Teeradej MEEPIEN - Member of the National Legislative Assembly

- Deputy Leader of the Delegate
5. Hon. Ms. Jintanant Chaya SUBHAMITR - Member of the National Legislative Assembly

- Delegate

6. Hon. ACM. Chanat RATANA-UBOL - Member of the National Legislative Assembly
- Delegate

7. Hon. ACM. Chuchart BOONCHAI - Member of the National Legislative Assembly
- Delegate

8. Hon. Assoc. Prof. Taweesak SUTHAKAVATIN - Member of the National Legislative Assembly
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10. Hon. Mr. Noranit SETABUTR - Member of the National Legislative Assembly
- Delegate
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- Delegate

14. Hon. Gen. Akanit MUANSAWAD - Member of the National Legislative Assembly
- Delegate

15. Hon. Mr. Anusart SUWANMONGKOL - Member of the National Legislative Assembly

- Delegate
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20.
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23.
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Mr. Natee CHIAMCHAROEN

Mr. Saritpon SATAWEDIN

Mr. Paradorn ARAWAN
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Secretary General of the Senate
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Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
Foreign Affairs Officer, AIPA Division,
Bureau of Inter - Parliamentary
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Secretariat of the House of Representatives,
Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
Foreign Affairs Officer, AIPA Division,
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Secretariat of the House of Representatives,

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation



27. Mr. Jirutsakorn TIPPAYARUK

28. Ms. Utumporn MEECHAROEN

29. Mr. Sanan SIRIBOON

30. Ms. Wannapat CHAITEP

31. Mr. Wittawat HOMPIROM

32. Ms. Pamonmas JITAMPHON

33. Ms. Sorawee CHAWANPANYAWONG

Foreign Affairs Officer, AIPA Division,
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President of the Senate Affairs Group
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Secretariat of the Senate

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
General Affairs Officer,

President of the Senate Affairs Group
Office of the President of the Senate
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Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
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38TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

14-20 September 2017
Makati Shangri-La, Manila, Philippines

n I P n “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” 2017

REPORT ON THE 38t AIPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

INTRODUCTION

1. Pursuant to the decision of the 37th General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) held in Nay Pyi Taw, Republic of the
Union of Myanmar on 29 September - 03 October 2016, and in accordance
with the Statutes of AIPA, the 38th General Assembly was held in Manila,
Philippines on 14-20 September 2017 with the theme, “AIPA and ASEAN:

Partnering for Inclusive Change” .

2. His Excellency Pantaleon D. Alvarez, Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines and President of AIPA
presided over the 38th AIPA General Assembly.

DELEGATIONS

3. The 38th AIPA General Assembly was attended by delegations from the
following AIPA Member Countries: Brunei Darussalam, led by Yang
Berhormat Pehin Orang Kaya Seri Lela Dato Seri Paduka Awang Haji Abdul
Rahman Bin Dato Setia Haji Mohamed Taib, Speaker of the Legislative
Council; the Kingdom of Cambodia, led by H.E. Samdech Akka Moha
Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the National Assembly; the
Republic of Indonesia, led by Hon. Dr. Fadli Zon (Deputy Speaker); Lao
People’s Democratic Republic led by H.E. Madame Pany Yathotou,
President of the National Assembly; Malaysia led by Hon. Dato” Sri Haji
Ismail Bin Mohamed Said, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives;
the Republic of the Union of Myanmar led by Hon. T. Khun Myatt, Deputy
Speaker of the House of Representatives; the Republic of the Philippines led



4. by Hon. Rodolfo C. Farifias, Majority Leader of the House of Representatives;
the Republic of Singapore led by Hon. Lim Biow Chuan, Deputy Speaker of
the Parliament; the Kingdom of Thailand led by H.E. Prof. Pornpetch
Wichitcholchai, President of the National Legislative Assembly; and the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam led by Hon. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong, Vice
President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam.

5. It was also attended by delegations from the following Observer Countries:
Australia led by Hon. George Christensen (MP); the Republic of Belarus
led by Hon. Doctor Dmitry Shevtsov (MP); Canada led by Hon. Senator
Tobias C. Enverga, Jr.; the People’s Republic of China led by Hon. Li
Lianning (MP); European Parliament led by Hon. Neena Gill (MP); the
Republic of India led by Hon. Ganesh Singh (MP); Japan led by Hon.
Masahiro Ishii (MP); Republic of Korea led by Hon. Oh Jaesae (MP); and
Russian Federation led by Hon. Olga Epifanova, Vice-Chairman of the

State Duma.

6. The following Guests of the Host also attended: the ASEAN Secretariat
led by Mr. Achmad Kurnia Prawira Mochtan, Deputy Secretary General;
the ASEAN Supreme Audit Institution (ASEANSAI) led by Mr. Hendar
Ristriawan, Head of Secretariat; Economic Research Institute For Asean
And East Asia (ERIA), led by Mr. Hidetoshi Nishimura, President; the
German Delegation/GIZ led by Mr. Timo Goosmann; the Parliament
Institute Of Cambodia (PIC) led by Mr. Dararith Kim-Yeat, Executive
Director; and USAID Wildlife Asia/Freeland led by Mr. Brian V. Gonzales.

The list of delegates from AIPA Member Parliaments, Observer Parliaments and
Guests of the Host is attached as Annex A.

MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

7. The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Executive Committee
(EXCOM), comprising of the Heads of Delegations from AIPA Member

Parliaments and their delegations convened on Friday, 15 September 2017
2



at 9:30 am. Hon. Lim Biow Chuan, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of
Singapore as host of the next General Assembly was elected as Vice-
Chairperson of the Executive Committee, while Hon. Dakila Carlo E. Cua,
Chairperson of the Committee on Ways and Means of the House of
Representatives of the Philippines and the Chairperson of the AIPA House

Organizing Committee, was designated as Rapporteur.

. The Executive Committee adopted the recommendation of Hon. Isra
Sunthornvut, AIPA Secretary General, on the referral of the Reports on
AIPA related meetings that took place prior to the 38th General Assembly

to the appropriate committees.

a. The Report on the Leaders’ Interface with Representatives of the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) during the 38th ASEAN
Summit held in Manila on 29 April 2017 was referred to the Committee

on Political Matters;

b. The Report on the 13t Meeting of the AIPA Fact-Finding Committee
(AIFOCOM) to Combat the Drug Menace held also in Manila on 4-8 July

2017 was referred to the Committee on Social Matters;

c. The Report on the 9t AIPA Caucus held in Jakarta, Indonesia was

referred to the Committee on Political Matters.

. The Executive Committee approved the Program of Activities and Topics
for Dialogue with Observer Countries. It likewise approved the Agenda
for the 38th General Assembly; however, despite extensive deliberations
and discussion, the Executive Committee failed to reach a consensus on the

approval of the agenda of the Committee on Political Matters.

A copy of the Program of Activities is attached as Annex B.
A list of Agenda Items is attached as Annex C.

The Report of the Executive Committee Meeting is attached as Annex D.



MEETING OF THE WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA (WAIPA)

10. The Committee of Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) was
chaired by Hon. Linabelle Ruth R. Villarica. Hon. Lucy T. Gomez served

as Rapporteur.

11. The Committee discussed and approved the Resolution on Promoting

the Health of Women Migrant Workers:

CALL ON H.E. PANTALEON D. ALVAREZ, PRESIDENT OF AIPA AND
SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, CONGRESS OF THE
PHILIPPINES

12. Heads of Delegations of AIPA Member Countries, representatives of
Observer Countries and Guests of Host paid a courtesy call on H.E.
Pantaleon D. Alvarez, AIPA President, on Saturday, 16 September 2017.

WRITTEN MESSAGES FROM HEADS OF STATES/GOVERNMENTS

13. Written Messages were received from the following Heads of
States/ Governments of Member Countries:

Heads of States/Governments Country
His Majesty Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Brunei
Darussalam

His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah

Boromneath Norodom Sihamoni Cambodia
H.E. Joko Widodo Indonesia
H.E. Bounnhang Vorachith Lao PDR
Hon. Dato” Sri Muhammad Najib

bin Tun Abdul Razak Malaysia
H.E. U Htin Kyaw Myanmar
H.E. Rodrigo Roa Duterte Philippines
Mr. J.Y. Pillay Singapore
H.E. General Prayut Chan-o-cha Thailand
H.E. Tran Dai Quang Vietnam



The Messages from the Heads of States/Governments of AIPA Member Countries are
attached as Annex E.

OPENING CEREMONY OF THE 38th GENERAL ASSEMBLY

14. The Opening Ceremony of the 38th General Assembly of AIPA was held

on Saturday, 16 September 2017. It included a cultural presentation
featuring musical and dance numbers performed by well-known
Filipino artists, depicting the ASEAN brotherhood, strong family ties,

and desire for peace in the region.

Opening Remarks of H.E. Senate President Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel I11

15.

16.

17.

18.

H.E. Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel III, President of the Senate of the
Philippines delivered the Opening Remarks.

Senate President Aquilino Pimentel III traced the roots of AIPA and
considered ASEAN a “modern miracle” that can be traced to
“TEAMWORK” - respecting each other’s sovereignty, talking to each
other, meeting and working with each other, cooperating with each
other, consulting each other, and a policy of non-interference in local

issues.

Sen. Pimentel identified two challenges facing ASEAN: the large gap
between the richest and poorest nations and inequality within the
individual nations; and, the transfer of ownership of ASEAN from
governments to the peoples, from Ministries to communities. Sen.
Pimentel expressed confidence that with TEAMWORK between and
among AIPA Member Parliaments, there should also be TEAMWORK
between AIPA and its Dialogue Partners.

Sen. Pimentel then proposed five key issues for AIPA’s study and
consideration: the problem of illegal drugs; the presence of terrorism;

the region’s state of disaster preparedness; the issue of human



trafficking; and, the inequality in the level of economic development of

our various regions.

The full text of Senate President Pimentel’s Opening Remarks is attached as Annex F.

Message of H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez

19.

20.

21.

Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez of the House of Representatives welcomed
the delegates to the 38th AIPA General Assembly in the Philippines. He
noted that his term as AIPA President coincided with the
commemoration of two historic occasions — the 50th Anniversary of the
Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the 40th Anniversary of

AIPA.

Given the changing regional context, he underlined that AIPA’s role will
be both crucial and necessary. The theme of this year’s General
Assembly — “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” —
is reflective of the need of ASEAN parliamentarians to have more voice
in the regional process, a domain which has been traditionally exclusive
to the Executive branch. @ ASEAN’s major bottleneck in the
implementation of regional integration measures has been in the slow
ratification of agreements by Member States, particularly commitments

from the ASEAN Economic Community.

The Speaker emphasized that AIPA’s participation can result in fully
harmonizing the legal frameworks of the ASEAN Member States, and
building common standards by promulgating domestic laws in line with
ASEAN agreements and commitments. Through parliamentary
cooperation with ASEAN, AIPA has pushed for an active role in the
evolving regional architecture by highlighting issues through the
discussion platforms of the AIPA-ASEAN Interface and the AIFOCOM.



22. Under the Philippine stewardship of the 38th General Assembly, he
stressed the need for inclusive representation and participation. The
capacity to take into consideration and be responsive to the needs of
marginalized sectors in ASEAN Member States is an important aspect

of the legitimacy of a representative and inclusive assembly.

23. Over the years, AIPA has welcomed the diversity in the views of its
members and those of some members of the broader public and
international organizations. However, it needs to show more in terms of
its own engagement with various civil society organizations in the

region and in taking up the needs of the marginalized.

24. As the region moves forward to post-2017, AIPA and ASEAN need to
recognize the path to greater prosperity by increasing regional
cooperation and interdependence. Also, the Speaker noted that mutual
respect for independence, sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity and
non-interference in the internal affairs of ASEAN Member States has

fostered a positive environment in the region.

25. In conclusion, he highlighted the importance to change the way ASEAN
operates and communicates. To be truly people-oriented and inclusive
as is the vision of ASEAN Community, the development process must
be made open, inclusive and participatory right from the beginning —
not at the end.

The full text of the Message of AIPA President Pantaleon D. Alvarez is attached as
Annex G.

FIRST PLENARY SESSION

26. The First Plenary Session of the 38th AIPA General Assembly was held
on Tuesday, 16 September 2017.



Nomination of the Vice-Presidents of the General Assembly

27. Pursuant to AIPA tradition, the Heads of Delegations of AIPA Member
Countries were designated as Vice-Presidents of the 38t AIPA General

Assembly.

Statements of Heads of AIPA Members Delegations

28. The Heads of AIPA Member Delegations of Observer Countries and

Guests of the Host delivered their respective statements.

Brunei Darussalam

In his statement, H.E Pehin Dato Haji Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of the
Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, stated that AIPA has exerted a
concerted effort ensuring that the voices of the people are heard and that the
issues they raised are considered by their respective Governments. He noted
that since joining AIPA, Brunei Darussalam has given and will continue to give
support for the enhancement of its engagements with AIPA. He observed that
AIPA has been focused and detailed through the formation of AIPA Caucus
and AIFOCOM in discussing regional and international issues. It is clear that
AIPA has become mature and more sensitive to its surroundings where
significant political, economic and social issues, including WAIPA, are
addressed. I hope the proposed resolutions that we are going to discuss can be
deliberated effectively and efficiently and bring ASEAN closer to AIPA which
reinforces the goal of people-centered, people-oriented ASEAN. He expressed
hope that we will be able to push forward our desire and collective will to live
in a region of lasting peace, security and stability, sustained economic growth,

shared prosperity and social progress to forge forwards toward ASEAN 2025.

Additionally, he also recognized the dialogue partner countries of AIPA who
have provided AIPA with support and cooperation in the effort to share
opinions and assistance in the perspective of regional and international

cooperation. This is a perfect platftorm and opportunity for AIPA to learn and



study their experiences, as well as to exchange ideas that focus on political,
economic and social integration proliferation. These have resulted in

unprecedented growth that benefits AIPA greatly.

He observed that the atmosphere of our uncertain world forces us to face the
skewing of our climate, uncertainty of economic production, and political
unrest, all of which fortifies the importance of inclusive development in

achieving our 2030 Agenda of Sustainable Development.

Cambodia

In his statement, H.E. Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin,
President of the National Assembly of Cambodia, expressed that the theme
“AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” is very crucial and
relevant to the current regional and global context. It is also a reflection of the
fundamental role of AIPA in partnering with ASEAN towards the
harmonization of the whole ASEAN Community. He stressed that face-to-face
discussion between the leaders of AIPA and ASEAN provides a valuable
opportunity to exchange recommendation and to tackle challenges for the

progress and prosperity of all ASEAN nations.

He proposed that: (1) AIPA should continue its adherence to the principle of
consensus in adopting all resolutions towards the realization of one ASEAN
Community; (2) AIPA shall unveil its vision, together with organizing a master
plan, which aim at realizing the common objectives in cooperation with
ASEAN and concerned institutions; and (3) AIPA and ASEAN shall make the
dissemination of their objectives to peoples more effective so peoples are able
to get better knowledge about the future mission of the two regional bodies. He
suggested referring to ASEAN consensus principle and mutual respect for
independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-interference in internal

affairs in ASEAN, UN Charter and the Vienna Convention.



Indonesia

In his statement, H.E. Dr. Fadli Zon, Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Indonesia, expressed his appreciation to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines for hosting the 38th AIPA General
Assembly. In accordance with the theme of the 38th AIPA General Assembly,
he addressed that the partnership between legislative and executive is critical.
AIPA and ASEAN as the two prominent institutions in Southeast Asia should
respond to the numerous internal and external challenges by continuously
building and evolving the partnership approach. Further, a collective action
plan involving legislative and executive should be pursued in an
unprecedented scale. He was convinced that AIPA and ASEAN could improve
their partnership by involving more actors. He stated that the House of
Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia pledges to continue fostering its
involvement in AIPA and reaffirms its support for the achievement of the
ASEAN Community 2025; on the ASEAN Political Security Community pillar,
they remain committed to maintain regional peace and stability as the key for

sustainable development.

Indonesia expressed concern over the humanitarian crisis in the region and
urged all parties to respect the rule of law, exercise maximum self-restraint and
stop the on-going violence against the Rohingya in Rakhine State. Based upon
the ASEAN spirit of solidarity and unity, Indonesia supports the effort of the
Government and Parliament of Myanmar to restore peace and stability, and
provide security and assistance to all those in need irrespective of ethnicity,
race, religion and belief. Further, Indonesia encouraged Myanmar to
implement the recommendations of the UN Advisory Commission on Rakhine
State as well as to open their country to humanitarian assistance and to be

observant of international humanitarian law in addressing the refugee crisis.

In the attainment of ASEAN Economic Community, he recommended that
AIPA and ASEAN promote the involvement of SMEs in the regional supply

chain and advocate rural development by providing access to ensure that no

10



one is left behind. In regard to the ASEAN Socio-Cultural Community, he
recognized ASEAN’s effort on building a people-oriented and people-centered
ASEAN Community. H.E. Dr. Fadli Zon stated that the interest of the people
should be at the heart of AEC Blueprint, since there will be no community

without the people.
Lao People’s Democratic Republic

In her statement, H.E. Madame Pany Yathotou, the President of the National
Assembly of Lao PDR, expressed her sincere thanks to the AIPA President and
commended the Parliament, Government, and people of the Philippines for the

excellent preparations and arrangements for the 38th AIPA General Assembly.

H.E. Yathotou noted the historicity of the 38th AIPA General Assembly, as it
coincides not only with the 50th founding anniversary of ASEAN and the 40th
anniversary of AIPA, but also the 20th anniversary of Lao PDR’s accession to
both ASEAN and AIPA. She mentioned the achievements during the 50 years
of ASEAN, as well as the complex changes in the regional and international

landscapes that present both opportunities and challenges.

She observed that AIPA Member Parliaments play an important role as a
constructive driving force of change, and encouraged them to strengthen and
consolidate cooperation for the realization of the Vision and Objectives of the
ASEAN Community, and to enhance the effectiveness of AIPA’s work under
the institutionalized mechanisms. She said both AIPA and ASEAN must work
together, and more efforts should be exerted to enhance people’s awareness

and regular access to AIPA information.

She declared the support of the Lao National Assembly and people for the
ASEAN Leaders” Declaration issued on 08 August 2017, and emphasized the
commitment to foster the ASEAN Economic Community. She recounted that
the Lao National Assembly and Government have actively participated in the
work of AIPA and ASEAN. The Lao National Assembly has also supported and

worked - and will continue to support and work - with its Government in
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implementing the various initiatives and plans, as well as objectives, of ASEAN
and the ASEAN Community. She stated that with the partnership between
AIPA and ASEAN, and with contributions from all sectors of society and
ASEAN’s external partners, ASEAN Member States will achieve their common

aspirations.
Malaysia

In his statement, Honorable Dato” Sri Haji Ismail Bin Mohamed Said, Deputy
Speaker of the House of Representatives, Parliament of Malaysia, spoke on the
diversity of ASEAN, the need for inclusion, and the harnessing of forces and

resources, peace, respect and dialogue.

He emphasized the three pillars of ASEAN, political-security, socio-cultural
and economic, such as the promotion of lifelong learning and the development

of small and medium enterprises.

Recent events like nuclear threat, ethnic and religious sensitivities should be

solved by dialogues.
Myanmar

In his statement, Hon. Mr. T Khun Myatt, Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Myanmar, highlighted that 2017 is a major milestone for the
40th Anniversary of AIPA and the 50th Anniversary of the founding of the
ASEAN, and attached great importance to the partnership of AIPA and
ASEAN for inclusive change in the community and the ASEAN unity, aiming

at its thematic priorities.

He briefly apprised that Myanmar leaders are striving with concerted effort for
Democratic Reforms together with Myanmar people despite the challenges
such as national reconciliation, peace, rule of law, threats of extremist terrorism,
economic growth and human resources development. He also shared that

Myanmar Democratic Transition Forum was successfully organized in August
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2017 in Nay Pyi Taw and open discussion on certain important topics was made

during the forum.

He reaffirmed Myanmar's commitment to the full and effective implementation
of ASEAN Community Vision 2025. He expressed that fruitful discussions from
38th AIPA General Assembly would bring constructive outcomes to promote

regional and international peace, stability, prosperity and progress.

He informed the Plenary that there will be a State of the Nation Address by
State Counsellor on 19 September 2017 in Myanmar and a meeting between
ASEAN Foreign Ministers in New York on 23 September 2017 during the
ongoing United Nations General Assembly to deal with the issue in the

Rakhine State.
Philippines

In his statement, Hon. Rodolfo C. Farifias, Majority Leader of the House of
Representatives, welcomed the delegates to the 38th AIPA General Assembly.
He noted that this gathering marked yet another significant occasion towards
shaping a people-oriented and people-centered' ASEAN community. Even as
the regions celebrates these historic events, ASEAN itself has taken significant
steps to become a more integrated regional community with a common
identity, vision, and sense of purpose through the adoption of the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025.

He recognized the many challenges that both ASEAN and AIPA face to remain
as relevant organizations that can contribute to the promotion of peace,
progress, and stability in the region. The impact of global security, social and
economic issues is keenly felt in the Southeast Asia region. Non-traditional
security threats such as transnational crime, drug trafficking, and disaster relief

and recovery, are issues that have taken on new salience.

These are stark reminders of the fact that in an increasingly globalized world,
the challenges we face have repercussions across national borders, and each of

us has a stake in the security and well-being of our people in the region.
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Many resolutions of the AIPA General Assembly have found their way into the
legislation of member countries. Over the years, AIPA Member Parliaments
have intensified their work towards fully harmonizing the laws of the Member
States, and building common standards of conduct consistent with ASEAN

agreements and commitments.

He stressed that AIPA has been the most important partner of ASEAN and that
AIPA, as an inter-regional, inter-governmental organization, he underlined
that it should enjoy a higher status than other organizations accredited or
associated with ASEAN. He argued that AIPA should not be viewed as merely
an “associated entity” but rather as a “strategic partner” in the regional

integration process.

As ASEAN consolidates and builds on its efforts at regional integration within
the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, Hon. Farifias urged the executive and
legislative institutions of the ASEAN Member States to collaborate at a more
intensive level to strengthen and consolidate the foundations of a single

political, economic and socio-cultural integrated community of the ten nations.

Lastly, he congratulated H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez for his exemplary
leadership and performance as this year’s AIPA President. He acknowledged
the Speaker’s many contributions to strengthen the organization and to
enhance AIPA-ASEAN cooperation in the spirit of solidarity, friendship and

mutual understanding.
Singapore

In his statement, Hon. Mr Lim Biow Chuan, the Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament of Singapore, emphasized that ASEAN is the collective effort, vision
and identity of each and every citizen in our Member States. He emphasized
that ASEAN must remain united and resilient to challenges amidst increasing
geopolitical complexities. As AIPA is a unique organization that directly
represents our people and provides the fundamental links between the peoples

and the governments of ASEAN, he encouraged parliamentarians to play a key
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role in raising awareness of ASEAN and translating the benefits of ASEAN’s

community building to the man in the street.
Thailand

In his speech, H.E. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President of the National
Legislative Assembly of Thailand, felt an honor to attend the 38th AIPA
General Assembly and congratulates the Philippine Congress in hosting this
august meeting of AIPA. He mentioned that this year marks an auspicious
occasion of AIPA celebrating its 40th anniversary. In this occasion, the Thai
National Assembly conducted a seminar under the topic on “Four Decades of
AIPA and the National Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand” and issued a

commemorative postage stamp to celebrate the event.

He emphasized that AIPA must take action and play effective roles in
supporting ASEAN in three means. Firstly, carrying on the mission of
implementing agreements and regulations regarding the aspirations of the
ASEAN vision 2025. Secondly, maintaining its commitment to accomplish the
goal of raising people awareness of ASEAN Community. Finally, continuing to
seek common understanding on comparative law and legal procedures to

acknowledge and respect our differences and similarities.
Viet Nam

In her speech, H.E. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong, First Vice President of the National
Assembly of Viet Nam, mentioned that ASEAN now plays a key role in the
region, and is working towards the vision of being a “peaceful, stable, and
resilient community with enhanced capacity to respond effectively to
challenges.” She expressed that AIPA has asserted its role and voice as the
facilitator of cooperation among organizations and to represent the will and
aspiration of the ASEAN people. She also stated that AIPA and ASEAN need
to raise awareness of the people at the national and regional level about the
activities and the abilities as a way to contribute to the ASEAN Community

building process.
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She urged that AIPA needs to play its role better in strengthening
parliamentary diplomacy among ASEAN Member States along with ASEAN
partners by providing practical solutions. She emphasized that AIPA should
uphold ASEAN principles and standards of conduct in strengthening and
utilizing ASEAN’s centrality. She recommended to improve the effectiveness
and substance of the annual meeting between AIPA Representatives and
ASEAN Leaders to strengthen interaction, innovate the forms of exchange,
thereby promoting the close cooperation between the legislative bodies and the
government of ASEAN Member Countries. She encouraged enhancing its
effectiveness by improving the coordination between the AIPA Secretariat and

other national secretariats, as well as the ASEAN Secretariat.

The full texts of the Statements of Heads of Delegations of AIPA Member Countries
are attached as Annex H.

Statements of Heads of Observer Delegations
29. Representatives of Observer Delegations and Guests of Host likewise

delivered their respective statements during the First Plenary Session:

The full text of the Statements of Heads of Delegations of Observer Countries are
attached as Annex 1.

Statements of Representatives of Guests of Host
30. Representatives of the Guests of the Host likewise delivered their

respective statements during the First Plenary Session:

The full text of the Statements of Representatives of the Guests of the Host are attached
as Annex J.

31. The General Assembly considered and adopted the following items:

e  Program of Activities of the 38th General Assembly;
e Agenda Items for the 38th General Assembly;

e Topics for Dialogue with Observer Delegations;

e  Committee Membership
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COMMITTEE MEETINGS

32. The meetings of the Committees on Economic Matters, Social Matters,
and Organizational Matters were held simultaneously on Sunday, 17
September 2017.

33. In view of the failure of the Executive Committee which met on 15
September 2017 and again on 16 September 2017 to approve the agenda
for the Committee on Political Matters, the Committee was not able to
convene.

34. The Committee on Joint Communiqué met on Monday, 18 September
2017.

SECOND PLENARY SESSION OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

35. The Second Plenary Session of the General Assembly was held on
Friday, 19 September 2017

WAIPA

36. The General Assembly adopted the report of the WAIPA on the

Resolution on Promoting the Health of Women Migrant Workers.

37. The Resolution recognized that women migrant workers increased
vulnerability to health risks and exposure to potential hazards at all
stages of migration whether before departure, while in transit, at their
place of work, or upon return from overseas employment. It also
recalled importance of ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and the
Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers, the Universal Declaration
of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural
Rights, the Convention on the Rights of the Child, the gender equality
agenda as stated in the Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW), the Declaration on the
Elimination of Violence against Women in the ASEAN region and other
relevant international instruments to which ASEAN member states are

parties.
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38. The Resolution urged the AIPA member countries and their parliaments
to further improve their health care financing policies in order to
provide women migrant workers with access to health care services
regardless of their financial capability and be mindful of the plight not
only of women migrant workers but of all migrant workers and be
signatories to the International Convention on the Protection of the

Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families.

39. It also called upon all AIPA member countries and their parliaments to
develop effective policy options, strategies, and measures for improving
health outcomes to achieve the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030
target of universal health coverage for all, regardless of age, gender,
race, religion, disability, class ethnicity, nationality, migration and social

status or political affiliation.

40. The Committee agreed to the draft proposed resolution and also
requested the AIPA Secretariat to monitor the implementation of this
resolution and regularly submit progress report to the General

Assembly of the AIPA.

The Report of WAIPA is attached as Annex K.
Committee on Economic Matters

41. The Committee on Economic Matters was chaired by Hon. Arthur R.

Defensor, Jr. Hon. Ana Cristina Siquian Go served as Rapporteur.

42. The General Assembly adopted four (4) Resolutions.

e Developing Policies and Strategies to Address Problems on Regional

Food Security

Following up on previous ASEAN efforts to establish various
mechanisms of cooperation, notably, the ASEAN Integrated Food

Security Framework (AIFS), which was established in 2009 in line with
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the Strategic Plan of Action on Food Security (SPA-FS), the Committee
on Economic Matters resolved to: (a) call on ASEAN Member-States to:
(a) implement effective food security strategies through policies and
regulations that address the free flow of inputs, technology, and
products; (b) encourage ASEAN Member States to actively implement
and continually establish the necessary legal framework to implement
the ASEAN Integrated Food Security Framework of 2009 and the Matrix
of Key Areas of Cooperation on Food Security and Nutrition of 2016; and
(c) call on the governments of ASEAN Member States to develop and
promote financial resilience and credit mechanisms to address market
volatility and institutionalize financial response to natural and man-

made disasters.

Supporting the Implementation of Financial Inclusion Programs in
ASEAN

In the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Blueprint 2025, financial
inclusion was considered as one of the important characteristics and
elements of the ASEAN Economic Community. In the ASEAN Financial
Inclusion Conference that took place in Yangon Myanmar on October
29-30, 2014, it was noted that the addition of pro-active financial
inclusion programs can accelerate growth in the ASEAN region with
greater equity since financial inclusion can support a broad-based
inclusive growth. Thus, it was resolved to: (a) encourage AIPA Member
Parliaments to strengthen the legal framework for the effective delivery
of financial products and services to a wider community; (b) enhance
the financing ecosystem in the region; (c) urge ASEAN central monetary
authorities to apply a set of rules distinct from those applied to
commercial banks; (d) encourage ASEAN Member States to expand
financial accessibility by intensifying financial education programs and
consumer protection mechanisms; and (e) call on the ASEAN Member
States to include financial resilience mechanisms to address market
volatility and institutionalize financial response to natural disasters.
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Promoting an Inclusive and Innovation-Led Growth for the ASEAN
Economic Community (AEC)

During the 37th AIPA General Assembly in Myanmar, a Resolution on
“Strengthening the Growth of Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises
(MSMEs) in Entering and Optimizing the Global Value Chains by Improving
Access to  Finance and Technology, and  Enhancing Productivity and
Innovation” and AIPA Resolution on “Parliamentary  Support for
ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Implementation” was adopted.
Following up on such effort, the committee resolved to: (a) call upon
AIPA Member Parliaments to review their national laws and regulations
to support the distribution of technological infrastructure across every
sector and region; (b) call upon ASEAN Member States to support
innovation performance through regulatory and institutional reforms;
and (c) encourage ASEAN Member States to foster innovation by
advocating public investments in science and technological research,

among others.

Intra-Regional Economic Cooperation for Equitable Development
and Inclusive Growth in the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)

The ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2025 envisioned (i) a
Highly Integrated and Cohesive Economy; (ii) a Competitive,
Innovative, and Dynamic ASEAN; (iii) enhanced Connectivity and
Sectoral Cooperation; (iv) a Resilient, Inclusive, People-Oriented, and
People-Centered ASEAN; and (v) a Global ASEAN. Pursuant to this, it
was resolved to: (a) encourage the implementation of ASEAN
connectivity projects and ensure a comprehensive and inclusive
development for all members; (b) promote reforms, increase
institutional readiness, enhance national governance capacity, develop
infrastructure and human resources, advance science and technology,
and improve productivity, with particular focus on micro, small and

medium enterprises (MSMEs); (c) strengthen cooperation and
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43.

44.

experience sharing among AIPA Member Countries; and (d) consider
the establishment of frameworks to institutionalize the ASEAN
Economic Community and the integration of AEC issues in domestic

legislation of each member state, among others.

The Report of the Committee of the Economic Matters is attached as Annex L.
Committee on Social Matters

The Committee on Social Matters met in the traditional ASEAN spirit of

friendship, unity and cooperation.

The Committee on Social Matters was chaired by Hon. Romero S.

Quimbo, Jr. and Hon. Sol Aragones served as Rapporteur.

Adoption of the Report of the 13t Meeting of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary = Assembly (AIPA) Fact-Finding Committee
(AIFOCOM) to Combat the Drug Menace.

The resolution recommends the adoption of the report of the 13t
AIFOCOM to combat illegal drug trade in the region. During the
meeting, member countries adopted two (2) resolutions that will
strengthen the efforts to combat the drug menace in the ASEAN region,
to wit: “Resolution on Transforming AIFOCOM into AIPACODD and
Strengthening its Role and Mandate as a Parliamentary Tool to Combat
Dangerous Drugs” and “Resolution on Forging Inclusive Partnership
towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community.”

Adoption of the Resolution on the Terms of Reference (TOR) by the
AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD)

The resolution calls for the adoption of the draft Terms of Reference
(TOR) on the transformation of the AIFOCOM into the AIPA Advisory
Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) submitted by the
Philippines at the 13t AIFOCOM Meeting in Manila, Philippines. As

stipulated under the resolutory clauses, the role and mandate of the new
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AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) as a
parliamentary tool to fight dangerous drugs will be strengthened and
the AIPA Secretariat has been tasked to ensure legal and mutual
cooperation and the sharing of information and best practices among
AIPA Member Parliaments to fight the drug menace. Moreover, the
AIPA Secretariat has been mandated to consolidate the comments of all
AIPA Member Parliaments on the proposed draft Terms of Reference
for the consideration and adoption of the AIPACODD in its first

meeting.

e Combatting Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics

The resolution urges AIPA member parliaments to develop and
strengthen national legislation to support the integration of marine
debris issues into national strategies dealing with waste management in
the marine environment. It also encourages AIPA governments to
promote a more resource-efficient use and sound management of
plastics, up to the level that allows for the restriction of single-use plastic

products.
The Report of the Committee on Social Matters is attached as Annex M.
Committee on Organizational Matters
45. The Committee on Organizational Matters was chaired by Hon. Rose
Marie J. Arenas as Chairperson and Hon. Lorna Silverio served as

Rapporteur.

46. The General Assembly adopted fourteen (14) Resolutions and deferred

action on six (6) draft Resolutions:

e Resolution on Corporate Rebranding of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA)
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The Committee approved the adoption of the new logo and flag
intended to project AIPA itself as a strong, tough, modern, and relevant
organization - responsive to the demand of the historical context when
AIPA will be called to play bold and decisive roles to facilitate the
implementation of ASEAN integration.

Resolution on Amendments to the Statutes of the AIPA

The adoption of the new logo and flag request the amendment of the

Statutes of AIPA which come into force on 19 September 2017.

Resolution on Communication Master Plan of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

The AIPA Communication Master Plan intends to provide an increased
overall awareness of AIPA. It also designed a framework for
communicating the vision, purpose, messages, work, and the

achievements of AIPA.

Resolution on the Publishing of the “40 Years of AIPA”
Commemorative Book and Appreciation to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines in Publishing and Launching the
Book

The book is a special commemorative publication to mark the journey of

AIPA in celebrating its 40 years of anniversary.

Resolution on Appreciating the Federal Republic of Germany for the
Cooperation and Implementation of the Project of Capacity
Development for the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly

The AIPA Member Parliaments express its appreciation to the Federal
Republic of Germany in its help to strengthen the capacity of AIPA
Member Parliaments to support the ASEAN integration process by
expanding cooperation with regional and international partner. Since
2012, three phases of the project have been implemented with Deutsche
Gesellschaft fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), as shown by
Resolution No.32GA/2011/Org/07, No.34/2013/0rg/10,
No.36GA/2015/Org/11.
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Adoption of the Resolution on Financial Report of the AIPA
Secretariat

The Secretary General of AIPA clarified queries on the subject.

Adoption of the Resolution on Estimated Budget for the AIPA
Secretariat

The Secretary General of AIPA clarified queries on the subject.

Adoption of the Resolution on the Workplan 2017 of the AIPA
Secretariat

The Workplan 2017 of the AIPA Secretariat included programs, projects,
and activities it seeks to undertake.

Resolution on Formulating and Implementing Project Based Initiative
on Strengthening Legal Framework to Protect Children from Sexual
Exploitation of Children in Travel and Tourism

It was recognized that there was a need for AIPA to create a new
mechanism to address regional situation by mandating the AIPA
Secretariat to formulate and implement project-based initiatives,

including region-wide research on the subject.

Resolution on Human Capacity Development as a Framework in
Improving Capacities of Secretariat Personnel of AIPA Member
Parliaments

It recognizes that the capacities and competencies of the Secretariats of
the Member Parliaments need to be effectively enhanced, by adopting
Human Resource Management Plans to develop the technical expertise
and management of their secretariat personnel. AIPA Secretariat and
National Secretariats are entrusted to draft the implementing guidelines

and establish monitoring and evaluation system.

Draft Resolution on Developing AIPA Capacity

This resolution encourages AIPA Member Parliaments to develop a
Human Capacity Development Framework for their Secretariats to help
AIPA raise people’s awareness on ASEAN, realize the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025, strengthen ASEAN member states” integration
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by adopting ASEAN Economy Community 2025, and forming the
smaller discussion forum among AIPA Parliamentarians through focal
point. It also recommended for AIPA Secretariat to review the Statute

and propose at amendments to enhance capacities.

e Resolution on the Amendments on Criteria and Guidelines for AIPA
Distinguished Award.
The amendments adopted include the criteria that a nominee must
demonstrate a record of steadfast commitment to the promotion and
strengthening of best practices of AIPA, particularly in consensus
building; and for the nominating parliament to bear the cost of the
nominees’ travel expenses to and from the venue of the AIPA General

Assembly.

¢ Resolution on Commending His Excellency Pantaleon D. Alvarez for
His Outstanding Performance as President of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA).
The Organizational Committee recognized the contribution of the AIPA
President in enhancing and advocating people participation in the
ASEAN building process and in hosting the ASEAN-AIPA Interface in
April 2017 and the AIFOCOM in July 2017. It likewise commended the
leadership of AIPA President from September 2016 until September
2017.

e Resolution on the Date and Venue of the 39t AIPA General Assembly

The Parliament of Singapore confirmed its hosting of the 39t AIPA
General Assembly which will be held from 3 to 7 September 2018.
The Report of the Committee of the Organizational Matters is attached as Annex N.
Committee on Dialogue with Observer Parliaments

47. Simultaneous dialogues with AIPA observer countries were conducted

to discuss the following topics:
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a. Strengthening Cooperation in Disaster Management; and

b. Strengthening Cooperation in Combatting Transnational Crimes,
Particularly on Cybersecurity, Combatting Terrorism and Violent
Extremism, Trafficking in Persons, Illegal Drugs and Fuel

Smuggling
The Report on the Dialogue with Observer Delegations is attached as Annex O.

Committee on Joint Communiqué

48. The Committee on Joint Communiqué was chaired by Hon. Ferdinand
Hernandez.

Signing of the Joint Communiqué

49. AIPA President Pantaleon D. Alvarez and Heads of Delegations of AIPA
Member Countries signed the Joint Communique.

The full text of the Joint Communiqué is attached as Annex P.

CLOSING CEREMONY OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Message of the AIPA President

50. Unlike in past conferences, the ceremony to mark the closing of the 38t

General Assembly was witnessed by the President of the Philippines.

51. In his Message, outgoing AIPA President Speaker Pantaleon Alvarez
congratulated and thanked all the AIPA delegates for their enthusiasm,
support and contribution to the success of the 38 AIPA General
Assembly. He noted that General Assembly has allowed delegates to
gain broader perspectives on the challenges and goals ahead as the
region embarks on the next phase of regional integration in accordance

with ASEAN Community Vision 2025.

26



52.

53.

54.

55.

56.

Despite the diversity in culture and history among the nations, ASEAN
parliamentarians have been able to find consensus over a wide range of
issues as shown by several areas of cooperation agreed upon by the

AIPA General Assembly in its various Committees.

Consensus and unity in diversity are the core principles that make the
ASEAN identity. In the 40 years of its existence, consensus has helped
AIPA maintain internal unity in dealing with critical and sensitive
issues —as we have done in this Assembly —and ensure equal rights and

responsibilities.

By firm adherence to these principles, this Assembly has set new
precedents. The outcome of the General Assembly was a result of the
strong faith of AIPA Member Parliaments to the core principles that has
sustained cooperation and mutual trust among these countries. Yet this
should serve as a lesson for all; of the need to adapt to new situations
and opportunities. Additional mechanisms to supplement the consensus
principle will help maintain AIPA’s unity in in an increasingly

complicated geo-political landscape.

The Speaker called upon the AIPA Member Parliaments and Observer
Countries to put more efforts into raising awareness on the outcomes
from this General Assembly, as well as those of previous ones, with the

aim of incorporating them into your legislative agenda priorities.

In conclusion, the Speaker Alvarez expressed his gratitude and
appreciation to all AIPA Member Parliaments, the AIPA Secretariat, and
all relevant parties both local and international as his term as AIPA
President comes to a close.  Moreover, he thanked the House of
Representatives-National Organizing Committee and members of the
House of Representatives” delegation for their tireless commitment and

excellent work in ensuring the success of this General Assembly.
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Finally, he wish the incoming AIPA President — the Speaker of the

Parliament of Singapore — all the best for the next General Assembly.

The Message of the AIPA President is attached as Annex Q.

Acceptance Speech by the Incoming President of AIPA

a. In his acceptance of the leadership of AIPA on behalf of the
Parliament of Singapore, the Honorable Deputy Speaker Lim
Biow Chuan, described the 38t General Assembly held in the
Philippines as unique and special, citing the vigorous
participation of the Delegates in the discussions held. He recalled
that he attended his first AIPA General Assembly in Cebu, also in
the Philippines, in 2006, and noted that the same outstanding
hospitality extended to the AIPA Delegates by the Philippine
House of Representatives was displayed in this year’s General
Assembly. He thanked the Members of the Philippine House of
Representatives and its hardworking staff for the generous

hospitality accorded to everyone.

57 He stated that after each General Assembly, AIPA delegates return
to their respective countries with a better understanding of the work to
be done, and in tandem with their respective Governments, endeavor to
tind solutions to the problems faced by each country. Asrepresentatives
of each country’s people, AIPA parliamentarians can use their influence
to improve the lives of fellow ASEAN citizens. But finding solutions to
the problems of society will always be a work in progress, he said. What
is important is that with every issue or challenge that needs to be
hurdled, AIPA Member-Countries work with one another with mutual

respect, kindness, care, and love.

58.Deputy Speaker Lim Biow Chuan expressed his deepest appreciation
for the able and steady leadership of Speaker Pantaleon D. Alvarez as

President of AIPA. He especially noted his wise discernment of the
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issues that marked this year’s gathering and the gentle way he handled

them.

59.He noted that when the AIPA meets next year, it will be using the
new logo that it had just launched in this Assembly, marking the
beginning of a new chapter for AIPA. He conveyed his good wishes for
the health and happiness of the delegates of the 38th General Assembly,

and looked forward to meeting them anew in Singapore.

The text of the acceptance speech is attached as Annex R.

Transfer of Office of the AIPA President

60. There was a turnover of the Office of the President of AIPA from H.E.
Pantaleon D. Alvarez to H.E. Tan Chuan-Jin, Speaker of the Parliament

of Singapore.

A copy of the signed Instrument of Transfer of Office of the President of AIPA is
attached as Annex S.

Message of Senate President Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel 111

61. Prior to introducing the President as the Keynote Speaker, Senate
President Aquilino Pimentel III. congratulated the AIPA delegates for
their active participation during the sessions and activities of the 38th
General Assembly. He stated that their spirited contributions embody
the spirit of ASEAN solidarity and ensure the continuing relevance of
AIPA especially amidst the growing perception of an unstable world.
He underscored that Members of Parliaments strive to make their
respective communities peaceful and prosperous, likewise, ASEAN
parliamentarians aim to create inclusive change in the region, change

that will truly uplift the lives of those still living in poverty.

62. He also noted that in the last forty years, AIPA has evolved to become a
cohesive body that today is respected by the parliaments of the world as
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63.

64.

evidenced by their continuing interest and desire to become AIPA

Dialogue partners.

He averred that ASEAN parliamentarians are intermediaries between
people and state administrations, and that AIPA exists to achieve the
ASEAN goal of promoting regional place & prosperity. He called on
AIPA to continually strive to speak as one united voice, and to rely on

and use “teamwork” to help bring ASEAN closer to all people.

In conclusion, he expressed his sincerest congratulations to AIPA
president, Speaker Pantaleon D. Alvarez for the success of the 38th
General Assembly and conveyed to Parliament of Singapore his best
wishes for a successful hosting of the 39th General Assembly in

Singapore next year.

The text of H.E. Aquilino “Koko” Pimentel’s Speech is attached as Annex T.

Keynote Address of H.E. President Rodrigo Roa Duterte

65.

66.

67.

After witnessing the turnover of the Office of the President of AIPA,
President Rodrigo Roa Duterte of the Republic of the Philippines
delivered his Keynote Address.

President Rodrigo Duterte noted the ASEAN has created its own brand
of regional multilateralism - one that looks after the welfare of its
Member States through community building. In dealing within ASEAN
and with the rest of the world, it is important to uphold ASEAN
centrality at all times so we will always bear in mind the best interest of

ASEAN and its peoples.

The Philippines’ Chairmanship theme—“Partnering for Change,
Engaging the World” — called on ASEAN to strongly commit to move
ahead as one united organization working for positive change for the

ordinary peoples. As a mature regional organization, ASEAN has been
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68.

69.

70.

71.

able to solve its differences peacefully and amicably in the spirit of unity
and solidarity. ASEAN must always be relevant and should maintain its
central role in the evolving regional architecture. In the process, ASEAN

will be able to firmly position its place in the world.

Last November 2015, through a Declaration at its 27th Summit, the
ASEAN was proclaimed a politically cohesive, economically integrated
and socially responsible Community. This is one of the most important

turning points in the history of the ASEAN since 1967.

Looking forward, President Duterte emphasized that the ASEAN
Community Vision 2025 was simultaneously adopted to chart the path
for ASEAN Community building over the next ten years. It is a forward
looking roadmap that articulates ASEAN goals and aspirations to realise
further consolidation, integration and stronger cohesiveness as a

Community.

In this context, AIPA should be able to play a greater role in ensuring
the success of the ASEAN Community. For 40 years now, AIPA been
partnering with ASEAN in promoting and ensuring regional peace,
stability and prosperity. Over the years, AIPA has worked vigorously
to support the work of ASEAN’s three community pillars. It has helped
to speed up the ratification of ASEAN agreements.

The President acknowledged the strength of the ASEAN emanates from
the roots of society. AIPA — as the legitimate representatives of the
people —can help bring ASEAN closer to the people. The stronger
partnership between AIPA and the ASEAN therefore demands regional
reforms and policies that genuinely reflect the voices and hopes of our

people.
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72.In closing, President Duterte expressed his appreciation to all the
delegates at the 38t AIPA General Assembly. He expressed optimism
that the ASEAN Community, which is taking shape just as the center of
global economic gravity is shifting towards Asia is like a “a rising tide
that could lift all our boats up”, making each and every ASEAN member

state partake in broader, region-wide wealth creation activities.
A copy of the Keynote Address of the President is attached as Annex U.

Closing of the 38" AIPA General Assembly

73. AIPA President Alvarez declared the 38t General Assembly closed.
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MESSAGE FROM
HIS EXCELLENCY GENERAL PRAYUT CHAN-O-CHA (RET.)
PRIME MINISTER OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND

On behalf the Royal Thai Government and people of the Kingdom of
Thailand, I would like to express my sincere appreciation and congratulations
to the Congress of the Philippines for hosting the 38th General Assembly of
the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) in Manila. I would also like
to extend my cordial greetings to the people of the Philippines and to the
Speakers of the Parliaments of the ASEAN Member States, as well as all AJPA
delegations.

The theme for this meeting entitled, “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for
Inclusive Change” effectively exemplifies the intention of AIPA to enhance
cooperation with ASEAN for the benefit of all our peoples, as we work
together with a common vision and shared determination for a dynamic,
inclusive. and prosperous ASEAN Community.

This year, we are celebrating the 50t anniversary of ASEAN and the
40t anniversary of AIPA. Throughout decades of cooperation and
consultation, we have witnessed the transformation of Southeast Asia into a
prosperous and stable region with strong institutions, such as AIPA and
ASEAN, that are not only essential for regional cooperation but also
important and constructive contributors to the international community.

As we look forward to a more connected region and enhanced
interaction between our economies and societies, it is essential for ASEAN
and AIPA to fine-tune cooperation in order to meet the challenges of a
thriving region where our peoples truly benefit from the work done by
our legislative and executive branches. In this connection. the interface
meeting between ASEAN and AIPA leaders, which began in 2009, serves
as an important mechanism in promoting dialogue and understanding,
not to mention continuous cooperation for steering the ASEAN
Community forward. I am, therefore, confident that this spirit and
tradition of ASEAN cooperation will continue to yield tangible results for
a flourishing people-centered ASEAN Community.



I wish to take this opportunity to reaffirm Thailand's support for the
partnership between AIPA and ASEAN in promoting and securing a
prosperous and peaceful region for our peoples. I wish the 38% AIPA
General Assembly great success.

General e

( Prayut Chan-o-cha)
Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Thailand
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STATEMENT OF
HIS EXCELLENCY PROF. PORNPETCH WICHITCHOLCHAI
PRESIDENT OF THE NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND
AT THE 38™ AIPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ON 16™ SEPTEMBER 2017
IN MANILA, REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

President of AIPA,

Heads of Delegations,

Honorable parliamentarians,

Secretary General of AIPA,

Distinguished guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is my pleasure and honor to attend this 38t AIPA General Assembly today
in Manila. May I take this opportunity, on behalf of the National Legislative
Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand, to express our congratulation to the
Philippine Congress in hosting this august meeting of members of national
Parliaments of AIPA to voice on behalf of peoples for the better
understanding of one vision one identity and one community of ASEAN. I

also would like to express our sincere thanks for very warm welcome and

hospitality extended to us in this beautiful city of Manila.

As you have already known that this year marks an auspicious occasion of
AIPA celebrated its 40th anniversary. Thanks to a very keen vision of our
parents’ generation who together laid down the first stone to build this
organization where dreams and aspirations have been turning into a reality. Since
AIPO later AIPA was formed in 1977, AIPA has proven to be the platform for
an immense and collective value and benefit. Commitments are reiterated,
ideas are exchanged and questions are echoed on how to solve our common

problems and bring peace, prosperity, and well-being to our peoples in this region. I



believe that we, AIPA parliamentarians, appreciate this praiseworthy

contributions.

The National Legislative Assembly of the Kingdom of Thailand organized
recently a seminar celebrating the 40" AIPA anniversary under the topic on
“Four Decades of AIPA and the National Assembly of the Kingdom of
Thailand” on the 1st of this September at the Parliament’s Building where Mr.
Isra Sunthornvut, AIPA Secretary General was one of our panelists. I am
grateful for his initiative to come up with a decent way of encouraging us to

share the moment and take part in this auspicious occasion.

President of AIPA,
Distinguished Parliamentarians,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We all agree on the fact that more works have to be carry on and the more
effective measures have to be operated. During the recent years, we have
experienced various unsettled agendas through different AIPA meetings such as
growing number of illicit drug proliferation as reported to the 13t AIFOCOM
meeting, as well as how many of rainforest species that have been disappeared
from our national parks as discussed at the 9t AIPA Caucus. These issues
underline an urgent mission that we, parliamentarians, must take action now
and play our effective roles in supporting ASEAN as a partner for inclusive
change in three means. Firstly, we must carry on our mission to implement all
related agreements and regulations regarding the aspirations of the ASEAN
vision in 2025. Secondly, we have to continue our commitment to accomplish
the goal of raising people awareness of ASEAN Community. Finally, we are
obliged to seek a common understanding on comparative law and legal
procedures to acknowledge and respect our differences and similarities. I
believe that with this four decades tie, the bond between us runs very deep and
our friendship is so stronger. Fellow parliamentarians, please join together our
hands to take this advantage as we are looking ahead for the better future of

our children and the next coming generations.



Hence the parliamentary platform allows us more space and freedom to share
and exchange views of the peoples as we represent. The National Legislative
Assembly of Thailand stands firmly and commits itself to ensure the
continued success of regional endeavors. At this General Assembly, therefore,
the Thai delegation has proposed two draft resolutions. One is to raise awareness
among us on effective draft resolutions management. Another one is to
encourage each member parliament to develop and update its laws database
and facilitate an access to laws in ASEAN to promote legal understanding. I
really hope that the said initiatives would be most welcome and receive your

positive supports.

Mr. President,
Honorable Parliamentarians,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

I would like to express once again my sincere appreciation to the Congress of
the Philippines in performing its task of presidency and the host of the 38th
General Assembly. I am sure that such a wonderful atmosphere of friendship
and ASEAN inspirations will make this meeting a memorable one and all

distinguished delegates gathering here will share their meaningful and fruitful

discussion aiming to the future more success of our AIPA. Thank you.

Mabuhay.
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AGENDA
FOR THE 38TH ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA (WAIPA)
1. Resolution on Promoting the Health of Women Migrant Workers

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS
1. Resolution on Developing Policies and Strategies to Address Problems
on Regional Food Security (Philippines)

2. Resolution on Supporting the Implementation of Financial Inclusion
Programs in ASEAN (Philippines)

3. Resolution on Promoting an Inclusive and Innovative-led Growth for
the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) (Indonesia)

4. Resolution on Intra-Regional Economic Cooperation for Equitable
Development and Inclusive Growth in the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) (Viet Nam)

COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MATTERS
1. Resolution on the Report of the 13th AIFOCOM

2. Resolution on the Terms of Reference for the AIPA Advisory Council
on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) (Philippines)

3. Resolution on Combating Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics
(Indonesia)

COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS
1. Resolution on Corporate Rebranding of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA)

2. Resolution on Amendments to the Statutes of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

Resolution on Communication Master Plan of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on the Publishing of the 40 Years of AIPA Commemorative
Book and Appreciation to the House of Representatives of the
Philippines in Publishing and Launching the Book

Resolution on Appreciating the Federal Republic of Germany for the
Cooperation and Implementation of the Project of Capacity
Development for the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on Financial Report of the AIPA Secretariat for the Period 1
August 2016 to 31 July 2017

Resolution on Estimated Budget for the AIPA Secretariat for the Period
1 August 2017 to 31 July 2018; and Supplementary Estimate from 1
August 2018 to 30 September 2018 (FY 2018/2019); and Special Fund
AIPA Distinguished Service Award

Resolution on Adoption of the Work Plan 2017 of the AIPA Secretariat

Resolution on the Formulation and Implementation of Project Based
Initiative on Strengthening Legal Framework to Protect Children from
Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism

Resolution on Human Capacity Development as a Framework in
Improving Capacities of Secretariat Personnel of AIPA Member
Parliaments

Resolution on Resolution on Developing AIPA Capacity (Indonesia)

Resolution on The Amendment of Criteria and Guidelines on AIPA
Distinguished Service Awards

Resolution on Appreciating the Service of H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez as
President of the 38t AIPA from September 2016 to September 2017

Resolution on Date and Venue of the 39t AIPA General Assembly
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38GA/2017/REP/EXCOM

REPORT ON THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING

The ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Executive Committee,
comprising of the Heads of Delegations and two (2) members from each
delegation of the ten (10) AIPA Member Parliaments, convened on Friday, 15
September 2017 at 9:30 a.m. and on Saturday, 16 September 2017 at 5:45 p.m.
The Executive Committee met to discuss and approve the program of activities,
the agenda items, the topics for the Dialogue with Observer Countries, the
Membership to the AIPA Working Committees, and other matters pertaining
to the 38th AIPA General Assembly.

Attendance

1. H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez, AIPA President and Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Philippines, chaired the meeting of the Meeting of
the Executive Committee, pursuant to Article 10 (6) of the Statute of AIPA
that the President of AIPA shall be the Chairman of the Executive
Committee.

2. Delegations from AIPA Member Parliaments attended the Executive
Committee Meeting.

Brunei Darussalam

1. H.E Pehin Dato Haji Abdul Rahman Taib

2. Hon. Pehin Dato Haji Hasrin Dato Paduka Awg Haji Sabtu
3. Hon. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii

4. Mr. Pehin Dato Haji Judin Haji Asar

Cambodia

1. H.E. Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin
2. Hon. Post Dr. Cheam Yeap

3. Hon. Mr. Chheang Vun

4. Hon. Mr. Keo Piseth



Indonesia

1. H.E.Dr. Fadli Zon

2. Hon. Dr. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf
3. Hon. Mr. Abdul Kadir Karding

4. Hon. Mr. Mahfudz Abdurrahman

Lao PDR

1. H.E. Madame Pany Yathotou

2. Hon. Mr. Bounpone Sisoulath

3. Hon. Mr. Viengthavisone Thephachanh

Malaysia

1. Hon. Dato’ Sri Haji Ismail Bin Mohamed Said
2. Hon. Haji Hasbi Bin Haji Habibollah

3. Hon. Dato’ Dr. Haji Noor Azmi Bin Ghazali
4. Hon. Dr. Tan Seng Giaw

Myanmar

1. Hon. Mr. T. Khun Myatt
2. Hon. Mr. Aung Kyi Nyunt
3. Hon. Dr. Than Win (Mr.)

Philippines

1. Hon. Rodolfo C. Farinas

2. Hon. Ferdinand L. Hernandez
3. Hon. Raneo E. Abu

Singapore

1. Hon. Lim Biow Chuan
2. Dr Teo Ho Pin

3. Mr. Patrick Tay

4. Mr. Darryl David

Thailand

1. H.E. Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai
2. Hon. Gen. Teeradej Meepien

3. Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol

Viet Nam

1. Hon. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong
2. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Van Giau
3. Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha

Order of Business

3.

Hon. Lim Biow Chuan, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of Singapore
as host of the next General Assembly was elected as Vice-Chairperson of
the Executive Committee, pursuant to the Statute of AIPA. Hon. Dakila
Carlo E. Cua, Chairperson of the Committee on Ways and Means of the
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House of Representatives of the Philippines and the Chairperson of the
AIPA House Organizing Committee, was designated as Rapporteur.

4.  The Executive Committee adopted the recommendation of Hon. Isra
Sunthornvut, AIPA Secretary General, on the referral of the Reports on
AIPA related meetings that took place prior to the 38t General Assembly
to the appropriate committees.

a. The Report on the Leaders” Interface with Representatives of the
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) during the 38th
ASEAN Summit held in Manila on 29 April 2017 was referred to the
Committee on Political Matters;

b. The Report on the 13t Meeting of the AIPA Fact-Finding Committee
(AIFOCOM) to Combat the Drug Menace held also in Manila on 4-
8 July 2017 was referred to the Committee on Social Matters;

c. The Report on the 9th AIPA Caucus held in Jakarta, Indonesia was
referred to the Committee on Political Matters.

5. The EXCOM approved the following;:
a. Program of Activities for the 38t AIPA General Assembly;
b. Agenda Items for the 38th AIPA General Assembly:
1. Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA)

1.1 Resolution Promoting the Health of Women Migrant
Workers

2. Committee on Economic Matters

2.1 Resolution on Developing Policies and Strategies to Address
Problems on Regional Food Security (Philippines)

2.2 Resolution on Supporting the Implementation of Financial
Inclusion Programs in ASEAN (Philippines)

2.3 Resolution Promoting an Inclusive and Innovative-led
Growth for the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)
(Indonesia)

2.4 Resolution on Inter-Regional Economic Cooperation for
Equitable Development and Inclusive Growth in the ASEAN
Economic Community (Viet Nam)



3. Committee on Social Matters

3.1
3.2

3.3

Resolution on the Report of the 13th AIFOCOM

Resolution on the Terms of Reference for the AIPA
Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD)
(Philippines)

Resolution on Combating Marine Plastic Debris and
Microplastics (Indonesia)

No consensus was reached for the inclusion of the Resolution on
Resolution on Networking with Civil Society Organizations for
Members of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly in the
Agenda of the Committee.

4. Committee on Organizational Matters

41

4.2

4.3

44

4.5

4.6

4.7

4.8

Resolution on Corporate Rebranding of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on Amendments to the Statutes of the ASEAN
Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on Communication Master Plan of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on the Publishing of the 40 Years of AIPA
Commemorative Book and Appreciation to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines in Publishing and
Launching the Book

Resolution Appreciating the Federal Republic of Germany
for the Cooperation and Implementation of the Project of
Capacity Development for the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA)

Resolution on the Financial Report of the AIPA Secretariat
for the Period 1 August 2016 to 31 July 2017

Resolution on the Estimated Budget for the AIPA Secretariat
for the Period 1 August 2017 to 31 July 2018; and
Supplementary Estimate from 1 August 2018 to 30
September 2018 (FY 2018/2019); and Special Fund AIPA
Distinguished Service Award

Resolution on the Adoption of the Work Plan 2017 of the
AIPA Secretariat



4.9 Resolution on Formulating and Implementing Project Based
Initiative on Strengthening Legal Framework to protect
Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism

410 Resolution on Human Capacity Development as a
Framework in Improving Capacities of Secretariat Personnel
of AIPA Member Parliaments

4.11 Resolution on Developing AIPA Capacity (Indonesia)

4.12 Resolution on the Amendment of Criteria and Guidelines on
AIPA Distinguished Service Awards

4.13 Resolution on AIPA Distinguished Service Award

4.14 Resolution Appreciating the Service of H.E. Pantaleon D.
Alvarez as President of the 38th AIPA from September 2016
to September 2017

4.15 Resolution on the Date and Venue of the 39th ATPA General
Assembly

No consensus was reached on five (5) Resolutions.

1. Resolution on the Submission of the Draft Resolutions of
AIPA Member Parliaments

The Executive Committee Meeting deferred the approval of
the draft resolution on the submission of the Draft Resolutions
of AIPA Member Parliaments proposed by Thailand with the
suggestion that AIPA Secretariat should study this resolution
by requesting feedback from all AIPA Member Parliaments.

2. Resolution on Guidelines on the Accreditation of Observers

3. Resolution Accrediting the Parliament of the Republic of
Georgia as Observer of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA)

4. Resolution Accrediting the Parliament of Ukraine as Observer
of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

5. Resolution Accrediting the National Assembly of Pakistan as
Observer of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

. Committee on Political Matters

The Executive Committee deferred the approval of the agenda of

the Committee on Political Matters in its meeting of 15 September

2017 and reconvened on 16 September 2017 at 5:45 p.m. to further
5



discuss and approve the proposed agenda of the Committee on
Political Matters, as follows:

1.

2.

Resolution on the Report of the ASEAN-AIPA Interface at
30th ASEAN Summit

Resolution on the Report of the 9th AIPA Caucus Meeting

3. Resolution on Formalizing the Support Provided by (1) the

Committee of Permanent Representatives to ASEAN (CPR)
and (2) ASEAN Ambassadors to ASEAN Member States to
ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) - Deferred
from the AIPA 37th General Assembly

Resolution on Recognizing and Commending Achievements
of the ASEAN on the Occasion of its 50th Founding
Anniversary

Resolution on Intra-Regional Cooperation Against Fuel
Smuggling, Theft, Adulteration and Fraud (Philippines)

Resolution on Seeking Adherence to the Principles Enshrined
in the Declaration on the Conduct of Parties in the South
China Sea to prevent Further Damage and Destruction of the
Regional Maritime Commons (Philippines)

Resolution on Collection and Exchange of Information on
Laws of AIPA (Thailand)

Resolution on Violent Attacks on Rohingya and
Humanitarian Crisis in Myanmar (Indonesia).

Indonesia revised its proposed resolution, entitled “Resolution on
Violent Attacks on Rohingya and Humanitarian Crisis in
Myanmar,” and presented a draft resolution co-sponsored with
Malaysia, entitled “Resolution on Strengthening Parliamentary
Efforts in Addressing Humanitarian Issues in Southeast Asia.”

The Executive Committee, after exhaustive deliberations, failed to
reach a consensus on the approval of the agenda of the Committee
on Political Matters.

c. Topics for Dialogue with the Observer Countries

1. Strengthening Cooperation in Disaster Management; and

2. Strengthening Cooperation in Combatting Transnational Crimes,
Particularly on Cybersecurity, Combatting Terrorism and Violent
Extremism, Trafficking in Persons, Illegal Drugs and Fuel
Smuggling.



d. Membership of the various committees.

6. The President of AIPA, H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez, acknowledged the
representatives of international organizations as guests of the Host
Country - Philippines.

ASEAN Secretariat;

ASEAN Supreme Audit Institution (ASEANSAI)

Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA)
USAID Wildlife Asia/Freeland

German Delegation/GIZ

Parliamentary Institute of Cambodia (PIC)

o a0 o

Date and Venue of the 39th AIPA General Assembly

7.  The Parliament of Singapore confirmed its hosting of the 39th AIPA
General Assembly which will be held in Singapore on 3-7 September
2018, pursuant to Article IX of the AIPA Statutes which provides that the
venue of the General Assembly shall be rotated among the Member
Parliamentarians in alphabetical order unless otherwise decided by the

General Assembly.
H.E. PANTALEON D. AL Z DAKI] A CARLO E. CUA
AIPA President Rapparteur



MIUTEYUAULNITTINTMINUENIINS FANERI VDA

Al YYs FAND YU



38TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

.e.
i/

A I P A “"AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” 20 1 7

38GA/2017/REP/WAIPA

14-20 September 2017
Makati Shangri-La, Manila, Philippines

REPORT ON THE MEETING OF THE
WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA (WAIPA)

Mor. President:

1. We have the honor to submit the Report on the Meeting of the Women
Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) to the AIPA 38t General Assembly.

2. The meeting of the Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) was held
on Friday, 15 September 2017, with Hon. Linabelle Ruth R. Villarica, Deputy
Speaker of the Philippine House of Representatives as Chairperson.

Hon. Lucy T. Gomez, Member of the Philippine House of Representatives,
served as Rapporteur.

3. Parliamentarians from AIPA Member Countries attended the Meeting.

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii
2. Hon. Iswandy Ahmad

Cambodia

1. Hon. Mrs. Khuon Sudary
2. Hon. Mrs. Nin Saphon

3. Hon. Mrs. Ban Sreymom
4. Hon. Mrs. Mu Sochua

Indonesia
1. Hon. Dr. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf
2. Hon. Mrs. Sarwo Budi Wiryanti Sukamdani

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Dr. Ms. Phonephet Boupha
2. Hon. Ms. Sriphone Souphanthong



Malaysia

1. Hon. Datuk Linda Tsen Thau Lin

2. Hon. Datin Mastura Binti Tan Sri Dato” Mohd Yazid
3. Hon. Senator Hajah Khairiah Binti Mohamed

4. Mr. Datuk Roosme Binti Hamzak

Myanmar

1. Hon. Ms. Naw Hla Hla Soe
2. Hon. Ms. Htoot May

3. Hon. Ms. Khin Sandi

Philippines

1. Hon. Pia S. Cayetano

2. Hon. Sharon S. Garin

3. Hon. Rose Marie “Baby” J. Arenas

4. Hon. Elenita Milagros “Fileen” Ermita-Buhain
5. Hon. Divina Grace C. Yu

6. Hon. Sol Aragones

7.Hon. Len B. Alonte

8 Hon. Yedda Marie K. Romualdez

9. Hon. Angelina “Helen” D.L. Tan, M.D.
10. Hon. Ann K. Hofer

11. Hon. Lorna Silverio

12. Hon. Ana Cristina Siquian Go

Singapore

1. Ms. Foo Mee Har

2. Miss Cheryl Chan

3. Ms. K Thanaletchimi

Thailand

1. Hon. Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep
2. Hon. Ms. Orajit Singkalavanich

3. Hon. Ms. Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr

Viet Nam

1. Hon. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong

2. Hon. Ms. Nguyen Thanh Hai

3. Hon. Ms. Le Thu Ha

4. Hon. Ms. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
5. Hon. Ms. Duong Minh Anh

4. The Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) met in the traditional
ASEAN spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation, and considered the
Resolution on Promoting the Health of Women Migrant Workers.



5. The Resolution on Promoting the Health of Women Migrant Workers recognized
and expressed concern on the increasing migration of women workers due to
political and economic reasons, and the right to health of women migrant
workers including access to affordable, quality, and cost-effective health services.

6. After thorough discussion, the committee members agreed to adopt two
additional paragraphs proposed by the Indonesian and Vietnamese delegations
on the importance of various international conventions relating to women
migrant workers and members of their families.

7. The WAIPA approved the Resolution, a copy of which is attached to this Report.
Thank you.

S tlnoan

LINABELLE RUTH R. VILLARICA

Chairperson
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RES.38GA/2017/WAIPA/01

RESOLUTION
ON
PROMOTING THE HEALTH OF WOMEN MIGRANT WORKERS

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Aware that the migration of women workers from Southeast Asia (voluntary
or forced), either across an international border or within a state or the ASEAN

region, is increasing due to political and economic reasons;

Reaffirming that women migrant workers are vested with the right to health

including access to affordable, quality and cost-effective health services;

Recognizing that women migrant workers face various challenges such as
increased vulnerability to health risks and exposure to potential hazards at all
stages of migration whether before departure, while in transit, at their place of

work, or upon return from overseas employment;

Noting with particular concern that despite national legislation on health
protection, migrant workers have fallen victim to excessive out-of-pocket
charges for health services which have regrettably caused women migrant

workers and their families left behind undue hardship;

Recalling the importance of ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and the
Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers, the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, the
Convention on the Rights of the Child, the gender equality agenda as stated in
Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women

(CEDAW), the Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women in

1



the ASEAN region and other relevant international instruments to which

ASEAN member states are parties;

Recognizing that the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights
of All Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (ICRMW), the
International Labour Organization (ILO) Convention 97 on Migration for
Employment, ILO Convention 143 on Migrant Workers (Supplementary
Provision), established a broad legal framework for the protection of migrant

workers including women migrant workers;

Recalling that the Sixty-first World Health Assembly held on 19-24 May 2008
in Geneva, Switzerland, in its Resolution on Health of Migrants, highlighted
the promotion of migrant-sensitive health policies and the promotion of
equitable access to disease prevention and health care for migrant workers,

among others;

Recalling further that the AIPA member parliaments are signatories to the
United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development which include Goal
5 on the achievement of gender equality and the empowerment of all women
and girls, and Goal 3 on ensuring healthy lives and the promotion of well-being
for all at all ages that entails, among others, a target to achieve universal health
coverage in 2030, including “financial risk protection, access to quality essential
health care services and access to safe, effective, quality and affordable

medicines and vaccines for all;”

Recognizing that the health rights of women migrant workers need to be
addressed in the ongoing discussions on universal health coverage reforms
amidst international accession of the need to define universal health care
coverage beyond the basis of citizenship, religion, political affiliation and other

diversities;

Acknowledging that not all ASEAN member states have integrated and
prioritized women migrant workers in their compulsory health care coverage

policies.



Resolves to:

Establish the AIPA/ Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) Committee
on Women Migrant Workers to address health issues of women migrant

workers and prioritize the formulation of a Plan of Action.;

Urge AIPA member countries and their parliaments to further improve their
health care financing policies in order to provide women migrant workers with

access to health care services regardless of their financial capability;

Urge AIPA member parliaments to be mindful of the plight not only of women
migrant workers but of all migrant workers and be signatories to the
International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers

and Members of their Families; and

Call upon all AIPA member countries and their parliaments to develop
effective policy options, strategies, and measures for improving health
outcomes to achieve the Sustainable Development Agenda 2030 target of
universal health coverage for all, regardless of age, gender, race, religion,
disability, class ethnicity, nationality, migration and social status or political

affiliation.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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38GA/2017/REP/ECO
REPORT OF THE

COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC MATTERS

Mr. President:

1. We have the honor to submit the Report of the Committee on Economic
Matters to the AIPA 38th General Assembly.

2. The Committee on Economic Matters convened on Sunday, 17 September
2017, with Hon. Arthur R. Defensor, Jr., Member of the Philippine House of
Representatives as Chairperson.

3. Hon. Ana Cristina Siquian Go, Member of the Philippine House of
Representatives served as Rapporteur.

4. The following Parliamentarians from AIPA Member Countries attended the
Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Haji Abdul Hamid Haji Arshad @ Haji Sabli

2. Hon. Pg Haji Mohamed
3. Hon. Pg Osman

Cambodia

1. Hon. Mr. Chheang Vun

2. Hon. Mrs. Ban Sreymom
3. Mr. San Sokhom

4. Mr. Phalla Socheata Mony

Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Juliari P Batubara
2. Hon. Mr. Firmandez

3. Hon. Mr. Sartono

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Mr. Bounpone Sisoulath
2. Hon. Ms. Sriphone Souphanthong



Malaysia
1. Hon. Anuar Bin Abd Manap
2. Hon. Senator Tuan Haji Abdul Shukor Bin P A Mohd Sultan

Myanmar

1. Hon. Ms. Htoot May

2. Hon. Ms. Khin Sandi

3. Hon. Mr. Thant Zin Tun

Philippines

1. Hon. Arthur C. Yap

2. Hon. Juan Pablo "Rimpy" P. Bondoc
3. Hon. Joey Sarte Salceda

4. Hon. Yedda Marie K. Romualdez

5. Hon. Lucy T. Gomez

Singapore

1. Mr Lee Yi Shyan

2. Mr Ang Hin Kee

3. Mr Gan Thiam Poh

Thailand

1. Hon. Mr. Supant Mongkolsuthree
2. Hon. Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep
3. Hon. Ms. Orajit Singkalavanich

Viet Nam

1. Hon. Mr. Duong Quoc Anh

2. Hon. Mr. Nguyen Huu Quang
3. Hon. Mr. Le Quang Huy

5. The Committee on Economic Matters met in the traditional ASEAN spirit of

friendship, unity and cooperation, and approved the following Resolutions:

a. Developing Policies and Strategies to Address Problems on Regional Food

Security

Indonesia emphasized that food security is an issue that is closely related
to poverty, population and financial policies. Vietnam stressed the need to

adopt science-based and transparent food and disease control systems.
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b. Supporting the Implementation of Financial Inclusion Programs in

ASEAN

The delegates discussed the benefits of financial inclusion to certain
sectors of society. The Philippines noted the language used by the ASEAN
Financial Inclusion Conference and the ASEAN Economic Community
Blueprint 2025 to refer to these sectors. Thus, it was proposed and
approved that both “unbanked households” and “underserved

community” will be used in the Resolution.

c. Promoting an Inclusive and Innovation-Led Growth for the ASEAN

Economic Community (AEC)

During the deliberation, the delegates highlighted the importance to
ensure the protection of intellectual property rights, while encouraging the

private sector to fund research and smart innovation.

d. Intra-Regional Economic Cooperation for Equitable Development and

Inclusive Growth in the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC)

The AIPA delegates stressed that the effectiveness of ASEAN's
cooperation depends on the economic, political and social stability of each

member country.

Copies of the Resolutions are attached to this Report.

. Professor Hidetoshi Nishimura, President of the Economic Research Institute

for ASEAN and East Asia (ERIA), presented to the committee the summary of
his research project on accelerating ASEAN integration. His presentation
emphasized the need to maximize social and economic benefits by furthering
trade and investment liberalization, investing in connectivity and new value

chains of production, increasing transparency of government measures and



reducing unnecessary regulatory burdens especially for micro, small and

medium enterprises as central to all policy development of East Asia.

7. The Philippine delegation, through Hon. Arthur Yap, requested the
committee to allow the discussion of the Resolution on Intra-Regional
Cooperation Against Economic Sabotage Covering Fuel Smuggling, Theft
Adulteration and Fraud even if it was not approved as an item in the

Committee on Economic Matters agenda by the AIPA Executive Committee.

Objections were raised that the Committee has no authority to include the
Resolution in its agenda as the subject matter was considered to be more of a
political and security issue and thus, should appropriately be discussed under
the Committee on Political Matters. There being no consensus, the Resolution

was not discussed.

Thank you.

————

. 7.
ARTHUR R. DEFENSOR, JR. ANA CRISTINA SI(’jﬁIAN GO
Chairperson Rapporteur
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RESOLUTION
ON

DEVELOPING POLICIES AND STRATEGIES TO
ADDRESS PROBLEMS ON REGIONAL FOOD SECURITY

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the UN General Assembly’s decision in September 10, 2014, to end
hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote
sustainable agriculture by 2030;

Noting that food security is closely related to poverty, population growth,
climate change, food, agricultural and financial policies;

Acknowledging that Southeast Asia has made remarkable progress in
reducing hunger based on the Global Hunger Index in 2016, but wary of the
projected increase in food requirements due to growing population in
ASEAN Member States that is projected to reach 728 million by 2050,
considering that sustainable development is threatened because of the
depletion of water resources, land degradation, socioeconomic issues, climate
change, increased urbanization and conversion of agricultural production
areas, natural and man-made calamities, credit and financial constraints, and
the migration of labour from rural areas;

Noting that in combating threats to regional food security, ASEAN has
established various mechanisms of cooperation notably, the ASEAN
Integrated Food Security Framework (AIFS), which was established in 2009 in
line with the Strategic Plan of Action on Food Security (SPA-FS);

Highlighting that the ASEAN region has great potential to improve its food
security and expedite the implementation of the UN’s 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development through continued and concerted cooperation
among its member economies;



Resolves to:

Call on ASEAN Member States to implement effective food security strategies
through policies and regulations that address the free flow of inputs,
technology, and products in the context of adopting science-based and
transparent food and disease control systems;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to actively implement and continually
establish the necessary legal framework to implement the ASEAN Integrated
Food Security Framework of 2009 and the Matrix of Key Areas of Cooperation
on Food Security and Nutrition of 2016, specifically those that address
sustainable infrastructure, protection of the environment, and integration of
food producers, including small farmers, fisher folk and micro, small and
medium enterprises (MSMESs) into the domestic and global food supply and
value chains, timely and accurate delivery of emergency responses, and
increasing investments in agriculture with the application of innovative
techniques and technologies to improve productivity and provide support to
local and regional food systems; and

Call on the governments of ASEAN Member States to develop and promote
financial resilience and credit mechanisms such as innovative disaster risk
financing and micro-insurance, and secure transactions to address market
volatility and institutionalize financial response to natural and man-made
disasters that could otherwise result in income and food production shocks

impacting on producers and consumers alike.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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RESOLUTION
ON

SUPPORTING THE IMPLEMENTATION
OF FINANCIAL INCLUSION PROGRAMS IN ASEAN

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Noting that while poverty levels in ASEAN Member States have been
declining, the challenge to sustain poverty reduction remains because of the
realities of Climate Change, natural and man-made calamities, water and soil
degradation, and the absence of risk transfer mechanisms and financial
safeguards;

Recalling that in the ASEAN Financial Inclusion Conference held in October
2014 in Yangon, Myanmar, Financial Inclusion was considered to be
supportive of broad-based and inclusive growth by providing the poor,
unbanked households, underserved community, and MSMEs greater access
to financial services, including credit and insurance, all of which will address
agriculture risks and mitigate natural disaster risks, escalating food prices,
and health shocks;

Affirming that one of the key strategies towards the realization of the ASEAN
Economic Community Blueprint 2025 vision towards a well-integrated and
smoothly functioning regional financial system is the promotion of Financial
Inclusion through the delivery of financial products and services to a wider,
underserved community that includes micro, small, and medium enterprises
(MSMEs);

Convinced that governments of AIPA Member States have a crucial role to
play in expanding financial inclusion, strengthening financial integration and
improving financial stability;

Resolves to:

Encourage AIPA Member Parliaments to strengthen and promote the legal
framework for the effective delivery of financial products and services to a

1



wider community, especially under-served sectors such as MSMEs and poor
households, through the establishment of digital and innovation based
national credit information and secured transaction systems,

Enhance the financing ecosystem in the region by enabling the effective use of
local currencies in trade settlement, endeavoring to develop regionally
consistent legal, institutional and operational structures to facilitate the
financing and expansion of cross border trade and supply chain finance;

Urge ASEAN central monetary authorities to apply a set of rules distinct from
those applied to commercial banks, which would enable MSME’s and small
farm institutions in effectively serving their financing needs;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to enhance and expand financial
accessibility by intensifying education programs in finance, entrepreneurship,
mentorship and consumer protection mechanisms which in turn will inspire
financial management confidence and promote the availability and availment
of financial services;

Call on the governments of ASEAN Member States to include financial
resilience mechanisms such as innovative disaster risk financing and micro
and index based insurance, to address market volatility and institutionalize
financial response to natural disasters that could otherwise result in income

shocks and lifetime variations in income and consumption needs;

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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RES.38GA/2017/ECO/03

14-20 September 2017
Makati Shangri-La, Manila, Philippines

RESOLUTION
ON
PROMOTING AN INCLUSIVE AND INNOVATION-LED GROWTH FOR
THE ASEAN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

The Thirty-Eighth General Assembly:

Recalling AIPA Resolution on “Strengthening the Growth of Micro, Small
and  Medium Enterprises (MSMEs) in Entering and Optimizing the Global Value
Chains by Improving  Access to  Finance and Technology, and  Enhancing
Productivity and Innovation” and AIPA Resolution  on “Parliamentary
Support for ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) Implementation” adopted

during the 37th AIPA General Assembly in Myanmar;

Considering that globalization and rapid development of new technology
have resulted in increased competition and opened up new markets for
innovative products and services;

Acknowledging that innovation is a critical economic growth engine an
important aspect for competitiveness and economic growth, and a key
instrument in addressing global challenges such as climate change,
environmental degradation and health;

Acknowledging also that innovation-led growth requires academic
innovation whereby universities should provide qualified graduates to meet
the need and demand of new economic activities and to bridge the gap
between industry and the labour market;

Recognizing that innovation plays a strategic role in creating a more level
playing field for start-ups and MSMEs and deepening regional integration
through better connectivity, more competitive manufacturing and efficient
supply chain, driving fair competition, as well as boosting investment flows to
Southeast Asia;



Recognizing further that Southeast Asia is a diverse region with cultural and
economic differences and that knowledge gap among and within ASEAN
countries continues to hampering the creation of equality in social and

economic;
Resolves to:

Call upon AIPA Member Parliaments to review their national laws and
regulations as considered to be necessary to support widespread digital
connectivity and the distribution of technological infrastructure across every
sector and region;

Urge ASEAN Member States to support innovation performance through
regulatory and institutional reforms while ensuring the creation of policies
more conducive to enable innovation to grow;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to foster innovation by advocating public
investments in science and technological research while nurturing

entrepreneurship to increase economic activities;

Enjoin the private sector to fund research and smart innovation and to
closely collaborate with government in promoting innovation and technical
change and to ensure the protection of intellectual property rights;

Exhort AIPA Member Parliaments to formulate policies to allow start-ups,
MSMEs and rural communities to benefit from affordable technology and

communication services;

Collaborate with ASEAN Member States to improve basic computer and
digital communication literacy for rural communities;

Encourage ASEAN Member States to support innovation-led growth by
maintaining stable macroeconomic conditions and promoting low-cost

environments for innovation.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 at the 38th AIPA General
Assembly in Manila, the Philippines.



38TH GENERAL ASSEMBLY
ASEAN INTER-PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

.e.
i/

A I P A “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” 20 1 7

RES.38GA/2017/ECO/04

14-20 September 2017
Makati Shangri-La, Manila, Philippines

RESOLUTION
ON
INTRA-REGIONAL ECONOMIC COOPERATION FOR EQUITABLE
DEVELOPMENT AND INCLUSIVE GROWTH IN THE ASEAN
ECONOMIC COMMUNITY (AEC)

The Thirty-Eighth General Assembly:

Appreciating the outcome of the 30th ASEAN Summit and the 50tr ASEAN
Foreign Minister’'s Meeting (AMMb50) promoting the ASEAN Community
Vision 2025’s goal of consolidating ASEAN into a politically cohesive,
economically integrated, socially responsible and truly rules-based, people-
oriented community;

Recognizing ASEAN as the world’s sixth largest economy and the third
largest source of young labor, a region of dynamic development, constant
reform, and integrated member economies which constitutes an important
growth engine of the Asia-Pacific;

Identifying the acute challenges of ASEAN, including the increasing gap of
development and technology level among member states, the rapid aging
population, and the diminishing advantage of low cost labor;

Reiterating the major objectives of the ASEAN Economic Community
Blueprint 2025, which were built on the overall vision articulated in the
ASEAN Economic Community Blueprint 2015 comprising: (i) A Highly
Integrated and Cohesive Economy; (ii) A Competitive, Innovative, and
Dynamic ASEAN; (iii) Enhanced Connectivity and Sectoral Cooperation; (iv)
A Resilient, Inclusive, People-Oriented, and People-Centred ASEAN; and (v)
A Global ASEAN;

Acknowledging that the effectiveness of ASEAN's cooperation depends on
the economic, political and social stability of each member country;



Resolves to:

Encourage the implementation of ASEAN connectivity projects and ensure a
comprehensive and inclusive development for all members;

Promote reforms, increase institutional readiness, enhance national
governance capacity, develop infrastructure and human resources, advance
science and technology, and improve productivity, with particular focus on
micro, small and medium enterprises (MSMEs), to build a dynamic and
competitive regional economy for effective global integration;

Accelerate the completion of the goals set out by the ASEAN Economic
Community Blueprint 2015 and the implementation of the objectives of the
ASEAN Economic Community 2025;

Strengthen cooperation and experience sharing among AIPA Member
Countries in narrowing development gap, sustainable elimination of poverty,
and ensuring social security to achieve equal development and inclusive
growth;

Generate the political will to promote the mutual interests of ASEAN, and
harmonize the interests among the wider region, ASEAN, and each
individual member state;

Consider the establishment of frameworks to institutionalize the ASEAN
Economic Community and the integration of AEC issues in domestic
legislation of each member state.

Welcome the support and cooperation of other countries and international
organizations, including synergies with such organizations as APEC and the
UN 2030 Agenda on Sustainable Development, in the implementation of this
Resolution.

Adopted on the 19th day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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38GA/2017/REP/SOC

REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL MATTERS

Mr. President:

1. We have the honor to submit the Report of the Committee on Social Matters
to the AIPA 38th General Assembly.

2. The Committee on Social Matters convened on Sunday, 17 September 2017,
with Hon. Romero S. Quimbo, Deputy Speaker of the Philippine House of
Representatives as Chairperson.

Hon. Sol Aragones, Member of the Philippine House of Representatives,
served as Rapporteur.

3. The following parliamentarians from AIPA Member Countries attended the
Meeting:

Brunei Darussalam
1. Hon. Iswandy Bin Ahmad
2. Hon. Haji Ramli Haji Lahit

Cambodia

1. Hon. Nin Saphon
2. Hon. Ban Sreymom
3. Hon. Mu Sochua

Indonesia
1. Hon. Sarwo Budi Wiryanti Sukamdani
2. Hon. Lucky Hakim

Lao PDR
1. Hon. Dr. Phonephet Boupha
2. Hon. Souksavanh Vilayvong



Malaysia

1. Hon. Dato” Dr. Haji Noor Azmi Bin Ghazali
2. Hon. Senator Hajah Khairiah Binti Mohamed
3. Hon. Haji Hasbi Bin Haji Habibollah

4. Hon. Ahmad Baihaki Bin Atiqullah

Myanmar
1. Hon. Dr. Myint Thein
2. Hon. Dr. Win Myint

Philippines

Hon. Robert Ace S. Barbers

Hon. Raneo E. Abu

Hon. Rodel M. Batocabe

Hon. Angelina “Helen” D.L. Tan, M.D.

Hon. Divina Grace C. Yu

Hon. Christopher “Toff” Vera Perez De Venecia
Hon. Edgar Mary S. Sarmiento

Hon. Enrico A. Pineda

PN PN

Singapore

1. Hon. Dr. Lim Wee Kiak
2. Hon. Melvin Yong

3. Hon. K. Thanaletchimi

Thailand

1. Hon. ADM Werapan Sookgont, RTN
2. Hon. ACM Chuchart Boonchai

3. Hon. Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr

Viet Nam

1. Hon. Nguyen Thanh Hai
2. Hon. Nguyen Van Tuyet
3. Hon. Luu Binh Nhuong

4. The Committee on Social Matters met in the traditional ASEAN spirit of
friendship, unity and cooperation, and approved the following Resolutions:

a. Adoption of the Report of the 13t Meeting of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA) Fact-Finding Committee (AIFOCOM)
to Combat the Drug Menace.

The Committee unanimously approved the adoption of the Report of the
13th Meeting of the AIFOCOM held in Manila, Philippines on 04-08 July
2017, effectively transforming the AIFOCOM to the AIPA Advisory
Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD).

b. Adoption of the Resolution on the Terms of Reference (TOR) by the
AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD)
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The AIPA delegates exchanged views on the adoption of the TOR. While
Singapore agreed to adopt all the premises in pages 1 to 2 up to line 10
before the resolutory clauses, it moved to defer the adoption and
consideration of the TOR for the next AIPACODD meeting after the
AIPA Member countries have given their comments and feedback on
the TOR. It was held that many countries did not have enough time to
study the TOR. Singapore further pointed out that the AIPACODD must
first discuss the TOR before it can be referred to the Committee on Social
Matters of the AIPA.

Cambodia, Vietnam, Malaysia, Lao PDR, Thailand, Indonesia and
Brunei Darussalam agreed with the motion of Singapore on the
deferment of the discussions on the TOR.

The Resolution was adopted with the following amendments:

e Provisions in the TOR, which include the Special Desk Office and
its funding, were deleted;

e AIPA Secretariat was tasked to ensure legal and mutual
cooperation and the sharing of information and best practices
among AIPA Member countries to fight the drug menace;

o AIPA Secretariat was mandated to consolidate the comments and
opinions of AIPA Member countries for discussion at the first
AIPACODD Meeting;

e The TOR was referred to AIPACODD for further discussion and
consideration.

c. Combatting Marine Plastic Debris and Microplastics

During the deliberation, the AIPA delegates exchanged their views
pertinent to the proposed resolution of Indonesia on Combatting Marine
Plastic Debris and Microplastics. Member countries supported the
restriction on the use of plastic to protect the marine environment.

The resolution was adopted subject to style with the comments from
AIPA Member countries incorporated in the final draft.

5. The Committee on Social Matters approved the Resolutions, copies of which
are attached to this Report.

Y
ROMERQ#”MIRO” S. QUIMBO . RAGQONES
ChairpeypSon Rapporteur
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RES.38GA/2017/SOC/01

RESOLUTION
ON
THE ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE THIRTEENTH AIPA
FACT- FINDING COMMITTEE (AIFOCOM) TO COMBAT THE
DRUG MENACE

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling Res.22/GA/2001/Soc/02 adopted during the Twenty-Second
AIPO General Assembly on 02-07 September 2001 in Bangkok, Thailand
which established ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (AIPO) Drug
Fact-Finding Committee (AIFOCOM) to Combat the Drug Menace to work
out the Terms of Reference of the committee and to establish a dialogue with
drug fighting agencies in drug eradication;

Noting that the Thirteenth AIFOCOM Meeting was held on 04-08 July 2017 at
the Conrad Manila, Philippines, with a theme: “Forging Inclusive Partnership
Towards a Drug-Free ASEAN Community;”

Emphasizing that in the Thirteenth AIFOCOM Meeting, member countries
adopted two resolutions that will strengthen the efforts to combat the drug
menace in the ASEAN region, to wit: “Resolution on Transforming AIFOCOM
into AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) and Strengthening
its Role and Mandate as a Parliamentary Tool to Combat Dangerous Drugs” and
“Resolution on Forging Inclusive Partnership Towards a Drug-Free ASEAN
Community;”

Mindful that in the “Resolution on Transforming AIFOCOM into AIPA
Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) and Strengthening its
Role and Mandate as a Parliamentary Tool to Combat Dangerous Drugs,” the
AIPA Secretariat is mandated to gather feedback and opinions from all
Member Parliaments on the Terms of Reference of the new AIPACODD and



to generate a table containing the workings of the Special Desk, its funding,
and define the functions, goals, and effectiveness of the Special Desk Officer;

Recognizing that the Report of the Thirteenth AIPA Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly Fact-Finding Committee (AIFOCOM) Meeting highlights the
importance of a unified action by the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA) Member Parliaments in combating illegal drug trade;

Resolves to:
Adopt the Report of the Thirteenth AIFOCOM Meeting.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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RES.38GA/2017/SOC/02

RESOLUTION
ON
THE TERMS OF REFERENCE OF THE
AIPA ADVISORY COUNCIL ON DANGEROUS DRUGS (AIPACODD)

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling that during the 234 AIPA General Assembly in Ha Noi, Viet Nam,
the Terms of Reference of the AIPA Fact-Finding Committee (AIFOCOM) to
Combat the Drug Menace was adopted through Resolution
23GA/2002/Soc/07 mandating, among others, the AIFOCOM to facilitate the
exchange of information and understanding among ASEAN member states
in their fight against the drug menace;

Noting the adoption of Resolution 24GA /2003/Soc/01 in 2003 which called
for ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Organization (AIPO) to form a working
group composed of parliamentarians, government officials and National
Government Organizations (NGOs) to produce indicators of success and
progress towards the realization of a drug-free ASEAN;

Reaffirming ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly’s (AIPA) commitment to
improve its activities and intensify strategic, concerted and comprehensive
efforts in preventing and combating illicit drugs, and to assist the AIFOCOM
in realizing its goals, Resolution 33GA /2012/Org/05 was adopted during the
33rd AIPA General Assembly in Lombok, Indonesia in September 2012, which
established the Technical Working Group of the AIFOCOM,;

Considering the financial constraints and other circumstances which caused
the delay in the establishment of the Technical Working Group, and
acknowledging that the AIFOCOM could no longer serve its purpose as a
mere fact-finding committee, the Philippines submitted a resolution
presenting the draft Terms of Reference on the transformation of the
AIFOCOM into the AIPA Advisory Council on Dangerous Drugs



(AIPACODD) during the 13t AJFOCOM Meeting in Manila, Philippines in
July 2017;

Aware of the Resolution adopted during the Thirteenth AIFOCOM Meeting
in Manila, Philippines which mandated the AIPA Secretariat to gather
feedback and opinions from all Member Parliaments on the Terms of
Reference of the new AIPACODD, and to generate a table containing the
workings of the Special Desk, its funding, and to define the functions, goals
and effectiveness of the Special Desk Officer;

Noting the stipulation in the Resolution that the amendments enhancing the
Terms of Reference, and the scope and functions of the proposed Special
Desk, shall be adopted if and when approved upon the consensus of all AIPA
Member Parliaments;

Resolves to:

Strengthen the role and mandate of the new AIPA Advisory Council on
Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) as a parliamentary tool to fight dangerous
drugs and task the AIPA Secretariat to ensure legal and mutual cooperation
and the sharing of information and best practices among AIPA Member
Parliaments to fight the drug menace;

Mandate the AIPA Secretariat to consolidate the comments of all AIPA
Member Parliaments on the proposed draft Terms of Reference for the
consideration and adoption of the AIPACODD in its first meeting.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.



ANNEX
PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES OF THE AIPACODD SPECIAL DESK

ACTIVITIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JuL AUG SEP ocT NOV DEC

CONTINUING ACTIVITIES

Provide the AIPA with an annual
progress report on the
implementation of regional and v v v v v v v v v v v v
international cooperation strategies
and initiatives on the campaign
against dangerous drugs;

Recommend to the AIPA the
avenues for legislative cooperation
in exchanging drug intelligence v v v v 4 4 4 4 4 v v v
information and transnational
controlled delivery;

Maintain and periodically update a

directory  of all important
government agencies in  AIPA v 4 4 v 4 v 4 v 4 v 4 v
Member states including key

members of AIPA  Member
parliaments involved in public order
and security, anti-crime and anti-
illegal drugs policies and activities to
ensure better coordination with
them;

Collect important data and statistics
on drug proliferation and provide the
AIPA Member-countries a digest of 4 v v v v 4 v 4 v 4 v 4
these information, and in line
therewith, recommend a list of the
standard data and statistics to be
provided by each Member state;

Serve as conduit for timely
information sharing and interaction
about illegal drugs among AIPA v v v v v v v v v v v v
Member-countries, and between
AIPA and other stakeholders;

Coordinate and cooperate with other
ASEAN bodies and mechanisms in

matters relating to the work and v v v v v v v 4 4 v 4 v
activities of the AIPACODD;




ACTIVITIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

7. Assist the AIPA Secretary General
in coordinating activities of the v 4 v v v v v v v v v v
AIPACODD;

8. Assist the AIPA President by
providing information and inputs v v 4 v 4 v 4 v v v v v
when requested;

9. Prepare and submit an annual report
on the activities undertaken by the 4 v v v v v 4 v v 4 v 4
Special Desk;

10. Compile copies of legislation and
executive issuances of Member v v 4 v 4 4 v 4 4 v 4 v
states pertaining to illegal drugs.

11. Study and recommend to the |Conduct Conduct Conduct Conduct Prepare Submit Monitor and | Monitor and | Monitor and | Monitor and | Monitor and | Collect
AIPACODD effective strategies and |study and  |studyand |studyand |studyand |draft of findings and |correspond |correspond |correspond |correspond |correspond |copies of
approaches to harmonize laws on [research research research research findings and |recommend statutes
illegal drugs in AIPA member states; recommend |ations

ations
SPECIAL ACTIVITIES

1. Assist the AIPACODD in drawing |Draft a Plan |Gather Submit Submit Circulate Provide Assist in the | Disseminate | Monitor Continue
up a plan of action on the |of Action |comments |recommend Draft Plan  |Draft Plan |advise to the discussion |approved implementat | monitoring
implementation of AIPA resolutions |after and inputs |ations to the of Action to |to Member |AIPACODD of the Draft |Resolution |ion of Plan
towards the establishment of a drug- |consultation |from AIPA the AIPA  |parliaments |regarding Resolution of Action
free ASEAN by 2025; w/ AIPA Member President President Plan of

President states Draft a Action
Resolution
on the Draft
Plan of
Action

2. Assist the AIPACODD and the |Consult Consult Continue Draft a Disseminate |Present the |Prepare a Assist in the | Assist in the | Assist in the | Assist in the
AIPA in developing a model of |with various |with various |consultation |model based |draft to model to the | Resolution discussion |discussion |discussion |discussion
cooperation for regional legislation |Parliaments |government on inputs Members AIPA recommend- of Draft of Draft of Draft of Draft
to forfeit all assets derived from the agencies President ing the Resolution |Resolution |Resolution |Resolution
commission of drug crimes as Consolidate |and adoption of
stipulated in the United Nations comments | AIPACODD | legislation
Convention Against Illicit Traffic in and inputs

Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic
Substances 1988;




ACTIVITIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC
Assist in formulating the agenda of Seek the Prepare the |Presentthe |Disseminate |Assist in the
the annual AIPACODD meetings submission |proposed  [proposed the proposed | conduct of
and to coordinate the preparations of Agenda and |[AIPACODD |AIPACODD |the
for it with the AIPA Secretariat and Resolutions |presentto  |Agendato |Agendato |AIPACODD
various Member-parliaments; AIPA the AIPA Members Meeting
Secretary  |President
General for Consolidate
comment comments
and submit tq
the Host
country
Prepare the digest of Member Draft the Draft the Submit the
Parliament annual country reports digest of digest of annual
and their respective statutory annual annual digest of
enactments for dissemination to the country country country
public and Member Parliaments; reports reports reports/
Publish
Coordinate preparatory activities to Coordinate |Assist in the
enable the fruitful consideration of with AIPA  |General
AIPACODD Resolutions by the President/ | Assembly on
General Assembly. Host AIPACODD
Secretariat | concerns
on
AIPACODD
matters to be
taken up in
the General
Assembly
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RES.38GA/2017/SOC/03

RESOLUTION
ON
COMBATTING MARINE PLASTIC DEBRIS AND MICROPLASTICS

The Thirty-Eighth AIPA General Assembly:

Recalling the ASEAN Political Security Blueprint 2025 which requires ASEAN
Member States to promote closer maritime cooperation in the protection and
preservation of the marine environment;

Further recalling Resolution 70/1, entitled “Transforming our World: the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,” which includes Goal 14 on the
conservation and sustainable use of the oceans, seas and maritime resources,
adopted by the United Nations General Assembly on 25 September 2015;

Recognizing Articles 192 and 194 of the United Nations Convention on the
Law of the Sea (UNCLOS), which provide that “States have the obligation to
protect and preserve the marine environment” and “States shall take,
individually or jointly as appropriate, all measures within this Convention that
are necessary to prevent, reduce and control pollution of the marine
environment from any source,” respectively;

Acknowledging the importance of oceans to livelihood in ASEAN in keeping
with our shared responsibility to maintain the sustainability and preserve the
health of our oceans;

Noting with concern the rapid increase of plastic debris and microplastics in
the Southeast Asia marine environment, an urgent need arises for a
comprehensive multi-stakeholder response to the problem;

Resolves to:

Call upon the AIPA Member Parliaments to develop and strengthen their
national legislation relating to marine plastic debris and microplastic
management, and integrate marine plastic debris issues including recycling,

1



reuse, reduction and disposal, into national strategies in dealing with waste

management in coastal zones, ports and maritime industries;

Call upon the AIPA Member Parliaments to strengthen their legal framework
to prompt governments and other stakeholders into action, to coordinate and
cooperate in removal of, disposal of, and remedial action on marine plastic and
microplastic debris;

Call upon the AIPA Member Parliaments to provide adequate budget to
sustain and strengthen their national efforts on preventing, reducing and

controlling pollution of the marine environment;

Encourage the governments of AIPA Member Parliaments to promote
communication activities to change consumers” behavior and habit of using
plastic bags in partnership with the private sector and promote a more
resource-efficient use and sound management of plastics and microplastics, up
to the level that allows regulation or restriction of single-use plastic bags;

Encourage the AIPA Member Parliaments to support initiatives to raise
awareness and facilitate dialogue between stakeholders and their
constituencies in order to increase public education, secure consensus-building
on the impact of marine waste, and strengthen the basis for behavioral changes.

Adopted on the 19t day of September 2017 in Manila, Philippines.
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38GA/2017/REP/ORG

REPORT OF THE
COMMITTEE ON ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS

Mr. President:

1. We have the honor to submit the Report of the Committee on
Organizational Matters to the AIPA 38t General Assembly.

2. The Committee on Organizational Matters convened on Sunday, 17
September 2017, with Hon. Rose Marie ]J. Arenas, Member of the
Philippine House of Representatives, as Chairperson.

Hon. Lorna Silverio, Member of the Philippine House of Representatives,
served as Rapporteur.

3. Parliamentarians from AIPA Member Countries and the Guests of the
Host Country - Philippines attended the Meeting.

a. AIPA Member Countries

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Pehin Dato Haji Hasrin Dato Paduka Awg Haji Sabtu
2. Hon. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii

3. Mr. Pehin Dato Haji Judin Haji Asar

Cambodia

1. Hon. Chhit Kim Yeat
2. Hon. Mr. Hou Sry

3. Hon. Mr. Son Chhay
4. Mr. Moeurt Rattanak

Indonesia

1. Hon. Mrs. Nurhayati Ali Assegaf
2. Hon. Mr. Andi Achmad Dara

3. Hon. Mr. Achmad Farial



Lao PDR

1. Hon. Mr. Thanta Kongphaly

2. Hon. Dr. Hongkham Souvannavong
3. Ms. Anyphet Keola

Malaysia

1. Hon. Dr. Tan Seng Giaw

2. Hon. Datuk Khoo Soo Seang
3. Datuk Roosme Binti Hamzah

Myanmar

1. Hon. Dr. Than Win (Mr.)
2. Hon. Mr. Shwe Ko

3. Hon. Ms. Naw Hla Hla Soe

Philippines

1. Hon. Elenita Milagros “Eileen” Ermita-Buhain
2. Hon. Len B. Alonte

3. Hon. Ron P. Salo

4. Hon. Mark Aeron H. Sambar

5. Hon. Sherwin N. Tugna

6. Hon. Reynaldo Umali

Singapore

1. Dr. Teo Ho Pin

2. Mr. Patrick Tay

3. Miss Cheryl Chan

Thailand

1. Hon. Gen. Teeradej Meepien

2. Hon. ACM. Chanat Ratana-Ubol
3. Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol.

Viet Nam

1. Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha

2. Hon. Ms. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
3. Hon. Ms. Duong Minh Anh

. Guests of the Host Country - Philippines

ASEAN - Supreme Audit Institution
1. Mr. Rendar Ristriawan

2. Mr. Chea Sophat

3. Mr. Wahyudi



USAID Wildlife Asia/Freeland
1. Mr. Brian V. Gonzales

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit
(GIZ)/German Delegation

1. Mr. Timo Goosman

2. Ms. Nicole Heppner

3. Mr. Bernardo Agawin, Jr.

4. The Committee on Organizational Matters met in the traditional ASEAN
spirit of friendship, unity and cooperation, and approved nine (9)
Resolutions without any amendment.

a. Resolution on Amendments to the Statutes of the AIPA

b. Resolution on Communication Master Plan of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

c. Resolution on the Publishing of the “40 Years of AIPA”
Commemorative Book and Appreciation to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines in Publishing and Launching the
Book

d. Resolution on Appreciating the Federal Republic of Germany for the
Cooperation and Implementation of the Project of Capacity
Development for the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly

e. Resolution on Financial Report of the AIPA Secretariat for the Period of
1 August 2016 to 31 July 2017

f. Resolution on Estimated Budget for the AIPA Secretariat for the Period
of 1 August 2017 to 31 July 2018; Supplementary Estimate from 1
August 2018 to 30 September 2018 (FY 2018/2019) and (3) Special Fund

g. Resolution on Adoption of the Workplan 2017 of the AIPA Secretariat

h. Resolution on Human Capacity Development as a Framework in
Improving Capacities of Secretariat Personnel of AIPA Member
Parliaments

i. Resolution on Commending His Excellency Pantaleon D. Alvarez for
His Outstanding Performance as President of the ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly

5. The Committee on Organizational Matters approved four (4) Resolutions
with amendment.

a. Resolution on Corporate Rebranding of ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA)



The amendment of the Philippines to delete the second paragraph of
the draft resolution on corporate rebranding was adopted as the same
expresses negative comments on the existing logo of the AIPA.

b. Resolution on Formulating and Implementing Project Based Initiative
on Strengthening Legal Framework to Protect Children from Sexual
Exploitation in Travel and Tourism

The AIPA delegates exchanged views pertinent to the importance of
the project based initiative and its benefit to AIPA and its member
countries. The AIPA Secretary General articulated the purpose of the
resolution and its mechanics, funding, and the responsibilities of each
member country.

The amendment of Myanmar to include in the resolutory clauses
region-wide research and capacity development was adopted.

c. Resolution on Developing AIPA Capacity

The amendment of Thailand to insert the reference to the focal person
was adopted. Thailand suggested that the appointed focal persons
from all AIPA Member Parliaments can convene to discuss important
issues.

The amendment of Myanmar for an additional resolutory clause, for
the member states to develop and have human capacity development
framework and plans for their secretariat personnel, was adopted.

d. Resolution on the Amendments on Criteria and Guidelines for “AIPO
Distinguished Service Award.”

The proposal of Vietnam for the nominating parliament to bear the cost
of the nominees’ travel expenses to and from the venue of the AIPA
General Assembly was adopted.

The proposal of the Philippines for the inclusion of another criterion,
that the nominee has demonstrated a record of steadfast commitment
to the promotion and strengthening of best practices of AIPA
particularly consensus building, was also adopted.

6. The Committee on Organizational Matters deferred to the next AIPA
General Assembly the approval of the Resolution on AIPA Distinguished
Service Award as consensus was not reached on the giving of the award.

7. Resolution on the Date and Venue of the 39th AIPA General Assembly

Singapore confirmed its hosting and informed that specific date for the
conduct of the 39t AIPA General Assembly on September 3 to 7, 2018.



8. Vietnam proposed to amend the Statutes of AIPA for the Executive
Committee to meet well before the General Assembly to approve the
agenda of the General Assembly and its Committees. The Committee
agreed to designate the Secretary General to work out the draft
amendment.

9. The Committee on Organizational Matters approved the Resolutions,
copies of which are attached to this Report.

Thank you.

ﬁ’%‘“\ i:ﬂq,ﬁ £ /é /M’v_f‘
ROSE MARIE J. ARENAS LORNA SILVERIO

Chairperson Rapporteur
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38GA/2017/REP/JTCOM
REPORT

OF THE COMMITTEE ON JOINT COMMUNIQUE

Mr. President:

1. I have the honor to submit the Report of the Committee on Joint
Communique to the 38t AIPA General Assembly.

2. The Committee on Joint Communique, with the undersigned as
Chairperson, convened on Monday, 18 September 2017.

3. The meeting was attended by the delegates from the ten (10) AIPA
Member Parliaments:

Brunei Darussalam

1. Hon. Nik Hafimi Abdul Haadii

2. Hon. Iswandy Ahmad

3. Ms. Dayangku Hajah Zaidah Pengiran Haji Petra

Cambodia

1. Hon. Mr. Chhit Kim Yeat
2. Hon. Mr. Hun Many

3. Mr. Heang Thul

4. Mr. Meas Siphandorn

5. Mr. Dav Ansan

Indonesia

1. Hon. Mr. Juliari P Batubara
2. Hon. Mr. Sartono Hutomo
3. Hon. Mr. Achmad Farial

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

1. Hon. Mr. Viengthavisone Thephachanh
2. Hon. Dr. Ms. Phonephet Boupha

3. Hon. Thanta Kongphaly

4. Mr. Khemphone Anothay



Malaysia
1. Hon. Dr. Tan Seng Giaw
2. Hon. Datuk Khoo Soo Seang

Myanmar

1. Hon. Mr. Aung Kyi Nyunt

2. Hon. Prof. Than Win (Mr.)

3. Hon. Dr. Myint Thein (Mr.)
4. Hon. Mr. Win Naing

5. Mr. Kyaw Soe

Philippines

1. Hon. Raneo E. Abu

2. Hon. Ana Cristina Siquian Go
3. Hon. Pia S. Cayetano

4. Hon. Lucy T. Gomez

5. Sol Aragones

6. Hon. Lorna Silverio

Singapore

1. Mr Lee Yi Shyan
2. Dr Lim Wee Kiak
3. Mr Darryl David
4. Miss Cheryl Chan

Thailand

1. Hon. Mr. Anusart Suwanmongkol
2. Hon. Mr. Supant Mongkolsuthree

3. Hon. Mrs. Saowanee Suwannacheep

Vietnam

1. Hon. Mr. Vu Hai Ha

2. Hon. Mr. Le Quang Huy

3. Hon. Ms. Le Thu Ha

4. Hon. Ms. Dinh Thi Phuong Lan
5. Hon. Mr. Luu Binh Nhuong

The Meeting was held in the spirit of ASEAN solidarity, cordiality,
cooperation and warm mutual understanding.

The Joint Communique contains the results of the proceedings of the 38t
AIPA General Assembly, the statements of the leaders of the AIPA
Delegations, the approved reports and resolutions discussed during the
meetings of the Committees on Economic, Social, Organizational
Matters, and WAIPA, as well as the reports on Dialogues with Observer
Countries.



6.

May 1 therefore present the Joint Communique drafted by the
Committee for the consideration and approval of the General Assembly.

B

INAND L HERI\KND Z
Chairperson

Thank you.
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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

INTRODUCTION

1. The 38t General Assembly of the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary
Assembly (AIPA) with the theme, “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for
Inclusive Change” was held in Manila, Philippines on 14-20 September
2017 pursuant to the Statutes of AIPA and the decision of the 37t
General Assembly of AIPA held in Nay Pyi Taw, Republic of the Union
of Myanmar on 29 September to 3 October 2016.

2. His Excellency Pantaleon D. Alvarez, Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Republic of the Philippines and President of
AIPA presided over the 38t AIPA General Assembly.

DELEGATIONS

3. The 38th AIPA General Assembly was attended by delegations from the
following AIPA Member Countries: Brunei Darussalam, led by H.E
Pehin Dato Haji Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of the Legislative
Council of Brunei Darussalam; the Kingdom of Cambodia, led by H.E.
Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng Samrin, President of the
National Assembly of Cambodia; the Republic of Indonesia, led by
H.E. Dr. Fadli Zon, Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives of
Indonesia; Lao People’s Democratic Republic led by H.E. Madame
Pany Yathotou, the President of the National Assembly of Lao PDR;
Malaysia led by Hon. Dato” Sri Haji Ismail Bin Mohamed Said, Deputy
Speaker of the House of Representatives of Malaysia; the Republic of
the Union of Myanmar led by Hon. Mr. T. Khun Myatt, Deputy



Speaker of the House of Representatives of Myanmar; the Republic of
the Philippines led by Hon. Rodolfo C. Farifias, Majority Leader of the
House of Representatives; the Republic of Singapore led by Hon. Lim
Biow Chuan, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of Singapore; the
Kingdom of Thailand led by H.E. Prof. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai,
President of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand; and the
Socialist Republic of Viet Nam led by Hon. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong,
Vice President of the National Assembly of Viet Nam.

It was also attended by delegations from the following Observer
Countries: Commonwealth of Australia led by Hon. George
Christensen, Member of the Parliament of Australia; the Republic of
Belarus led by Hon. Doctor Dmitry Shevtsov, Member of the National
Assembly of Belarus; Canada led by Hon. Tobias C. Enverga, Jr.,
Senator of the Senate of Canada; the People’s Republic of China led
by Hon. Li Lianning, Member of the National People’s Congress of
China; European Parliament led by Hon. Neena Gill, Member of the
European Parliament; the Republic of India led by Hon. Ganesh
Singh, Member of the Lok Sabha of India; Japan led by Hon. Masahiro
Ishii, Member of the House of Councillors of the National Diet of
Japan; Republic of Korea led by Hon. Oh Jaesae, Member of the
Korean National Assembly; Russian Federation led by Hon. Olga
Epifanova, Vice-Speaker of the State Duma of the Federal Assembly of

Russia.

The following Guests of the Host also attended: the ASEAN
Secretariat represented by Mr. Achmad Kurnia Prawira Mochtan,
Deputy Secretary General;, ASEAN Supreme Audit Institution
(ASEANSAI) represented by Mr. Hendar Ristriawan, Head of
Secretariat; Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia
(ERIA) represented by Mr. Hidetoshi Nishimura, President of ERIA;
USAID Wildlife Asia/Freeland represented by Mr. Brian V. Gonzales;



German Delegation/GIZ represented by Mr. Timo Goosmann,
German Representative; and the Parliamentary Institute of Cambodia

(PIC) represented by Mr. Dararith Kim-Yeat, Executive Director.
MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF AIPA

6. The Meeting of the Executive Committee of AIPA, chaired by H.E.
AIPA President Pantaleon D. Alvarez, approved the Program of
Activities for delegates from Member Parliaments and Observer
Countries, Agenda for the 38" AIPA General Assembly, Topics for
Dialogue with Observer Countries, Committee Memberships and the

date and venue of the 39th AIPA General Assembly.

7. The Executive Committee, after exhaustive deliberations, failed to
reach a consensus on the approval of the agenda of the Committee on

Political Matters.
MEETING OF THE WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS OF AIPA

8. Prior to the Opening Ceremony of the 38t General Assembly, the
Women Parliamentarians of AIPA (WAIPA) met on Friday, 15
September 2017 with Hon. Linabelle Ruth R. Villarica, Deputy Speaker
of the House of Representatives, as Chairperson and Hon. Lucy T.
Gomez, Member of the House of Representatives of the Philippines, as
Rapporteur, the WAIPA approved the Resolution on Promoting the
Health of Women Migrant Workers.

OPENING CEREMONY

9. The Opening Ceremony of the 38™ General Assembly of AIPA was
held on Saturday, 16 September 2017 at the Makati Shangri-la Hotel,
Manila, Philippines. H.E. AIPA President Pantaleon D. Alvarez
welcomed the delegates to the 38t AIPA General Assembly.



10.

In his Welcome Remarks, AIPA President Pantaleon Alvarez
welcomed the delegates to the 38t AIPA General Assembly in the
Philippines. He noted that his term as AIPA President coincided with
the commemoration of two historic occasions — the 50t Anniversary
of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations and the 40t Anniversary

of AIPA.

He noted that given the developments in the region, the role of AIPA
will be both crucial and necessary. The theme of this year’s General
Assembly — “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” —
is reflective of the need of ASEAN parliamentarians to have more voice
in the regional affairs which traditionally has been the exclusive
domain of the Executive branch. He averred that the delay in the
implementation of regional integration measures may be attributed to
the slow ratification of agreements by Member Countries, particularly

commitments from the ASEAN Economic Community.

H.E. Pantaleon Alvarez emphasized that AIPA should resolve to fully
harmonize the legal frameworks of the ASEAN Member Countries,
and to build common standards by promulgating domestic laws in line
with ASEAN agreements and commitments. Through parliamentary
cooperation with ASEAN, AIPA has pushed for an active role in the
evolving regional architecture by highlighting issues through the
discussion platforms of the AIPA-ASEAN Interface and the ASEAN
Fact Finding Committee to Combat Drug Menace (AIFOCOM).

Under the Philippine stewardship of the 38t General Assembly, the
agenda for inclusive representation and participation shall be
highlighted. He stated that the commitment to respond to the needs of
marginalized sectors in ASEAN Member Countries is an important

aspect of the legitimacy of a representative and inclusive assembly.



11.

12.

Over the years, AIPA has welcomed the diversity in the views of its
members and of public and international organizations. However,
there remains a need for the AIPA Member Countries to increase their
engagements with civil society organizations and for taking up the

needs of the marginalized.

As the region moves forward to post-2017, AIPA and ASEAN need to
recognize that the path to greater prosperity in the region is through
increased regional cooperation and interdependence. AIPA President
Alvarez noted that the values of mutual respect for each Member’s
independence, sovereignty, equality, territorial integrity and non-
interference in the internal affairs of ASEAN Member Countries have

fostered a positive environment in the region.

In conclusion, he highlighted the importance of changing the way
ASEAN operates and communicates. To be truly people-oriented and
inclusive, the decision-making process of governments and
parliaments must be open, inclusive and participatory right from the

beginning.

H.E. Aquilino Pimentel, Jr., Senate President of the Republic of the
Philippines, also addressed the 38t AIPA General Assembly.

In his Remarks, Senate President Aquilino Pimentel III, after greeting
the AIPA President, delegates from AIPA Member Parliaments and
guests, traced the roots of AIPA and considered ASEAN a “modern
miracle” that can be attributed to “TEAMWORK” - to respecting each
other’s sovereignty, talking to each other, meeting and working with
each other, cooperating with each other, consulting each other, and

upholding a policy of non-interference in domestic issues.



Sen. Pimentel identified two challenges facing ASEAN: the large gap
between the richest and poorest nations and inequality within the
individual nations; and, the transfer of ownership of ASEAN from
governments to the peoples, from Ministries to communities. Sen.
Pimentel expressed confidence that teamwork between and among
AIPA Member Parliaments, and between AIPA and its Dialogue

Partners will be most beneficial to all concerned.

Sen. Pimentel then proposed five key issues for AIPA’s study and
consideration: the problem of illegal drugs, terrorism, the region’s state
of disaster preparedness, human trafficking, and the inequality in the

level of economic development among ASEAN Member Parliaments.

APPOINTMENT OF VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY

13.

Pursuant to Article 10 of the Statutes of AIPA, the Heads of
Delegations of other Member Parliaments were appointed as Vice-

Presidents of the 38t AIPA General Assembly.

STATEMENTS OF HEADS OF DELEGATIONS

14.

The Heads of the Delegations of Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia,
Indonesia, Lao People’s Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar,
Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, and Viet Nam delivered their
respective statements during the First Plenary Session of the General

Assembly.

The full text of their statements are attached to the report of the

General Assembly.

Brunei Darussalam

15.

In his statement, H.E Pehin Dato Haji Abdul Rahman Taib, Speaker of

the Legislative Council of Brunei Darussalam, stated that AIPA has



exerted a concerted effort ensuring that the voices of the people are
heard and that the issues they raised are considered by the respective
Governments. He noted that since joining AIPA, Brunei Darussalam
has given and will continue to give support for the enhancement of its
engagements with AIPA. He observed that AIPA has been focused
and detailed through the formation of AIPA Caucus and AIFOCOM in
discussing regional and international issues. It is clear that AIPA has
become mature and more sensitive to its surroundings where
significant political, economic and social issues, including WAIPA, are
addressed. I hope the proposed resolutions that we are going to discuss
can be deliberated effectively and efficiently and brings ASEAN closer
to AIPA which reinforces the goal of people-centered, people-oriented
ASEAN. He expressed hope that we will be able to push forward our
desire and collective will to live in a region of lasting peace, security
and stability, sustained economic growth, shared prosperity and social

progress to forge forwards toward ASEAN 2025.

Additionally, he also recognized the dialogue partner countries of
AIPA who have provided AIPA with some support and cooperation in
the effort to share opinions and assistance in the perspective of regional
and international cooperation. This is a perfect platform and
opportunity for AIPA to learn and study their experiences, as well as to
exchange ideas that focuses on political, economic and social
integration proliferation. These have resulted in unprecedented growth

that benefits AIPA greatly.

He observed that the atmosphere of our uncertain world forces us to
face the skewing of our climate, uncertainty of economic production,
and political unrest, all of which fortifies the importance of inclusive
development in achieving our 2030 Agenda of Sustainable

Development.



Cambodia

16.

In his statement, H.E. Samdech Akka Moha Ponhea Chakrei Heng
Samrin, President of the National Assembly of Cambodia, expressed
that the theme “AIPA and ASEAN: Partnering for Inclusive Change” is
very crucial and relevant to the current regional and global context,
and also a reflection of the fundamental role of AIPA in partnering
with ASEAN towards the harmonization of the whole ASEAN
Community. He stressed that face-to-face discussion between leader of
AIPA and ASEAN provides a valuable opportunity to exchange
recommendation and to tackle challenges for the progress and

prosperity of all ASEAN nations.

He proposed that: (1) AIPA should continue its adherence to the
principle of consensus in adopting all resolutions towards the
realization of one ASEAN Community; (2) AIPA shall unveil its vision,
together with organizing a master plan, which aimed at realizing the
common objectives in cooperation with ASEAN and concerned
institutions; and (3) AIPA and ASEAN shall make the dissemination of
their objectives to peoples more effective so peoples are able to get
better knowledge about the future mission of the two regional bodies.
He suggested referring to ASEAN consensus principle and mutual
respect for independence, sovereignty, territorial integrity and non-
interference in internal affairs in ASEAN, UN Charter and the Vienna

Convention.

Indonesia

17.

In his statement, H.E. Dr. Fadli Zon, Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives of Indonesia, expressed his appreciation to the House
of Representatives of the Philippines to host the 38t AIPA General
Assembly. In accordance with the theme of the 38t AIPA General

Assembly, he addressed that the partnership between legislative and



executive is critical. AIPA and ASEAN as the two prominent
institutions in Southeast Asia should respond to the numerous internal
and external challenges by continuously building and evolving the
partnership approach. Further, a collective action plan involving
legislative and executive should be pursued in an unprecedented scale.
He was convinced that AIPA and ASEAN could improve their
partnership by involving more actors. He stated that the House of
Representatives of the Republic of Indonesia pledges to continue
fostering its involvement in AIPA and reaffirms its support for the
achievement of the ASEAN Community 2025, while on the ASEAN
Political Security Community pillar, they remain committed to
maintain regional peace and stability as the key for sustainable

development.

Indonesia expressed concern over the humanitarian crisis in the region
and urged all parties to respect the rule of law, exercise maximum self-
restraint and stop the on-going violence against the Rohingya in
Rakhine State. Based upon the ASEAN spirit of solidarity and unity,
Indonesia supports the effort of the Government and Parliament of
Myanmar to restore peace and stability, and provide security and
assistance to all those in need irrespective of ethnicity, race, religion
and belief. Further, Indonesia encouraged Myanmar to implement the
recommendations of the UN Advisory Commission on Rakhine State
as well as to open their country to humanitarian assistance and to be
observant of international humanitarian law in addressing the refugee

crisis.

In the creation of ASEAN Economic Community, he recommended
AIPA and ASEAN to seek promoting the involvement of SMEs in the
regional supply chain and advocating rural development by providing
access to ensure that no one is left behind. In regard to the ASEAN

Socio-Cultural Community, he recognized ASEAN'’s effort on building



a people-oriented and people-centered ASEAN Community. H.E. Dr.
Fadli Zon ended his speech by stating that the interest of the people
should be at the heart of AEC Blueprint, since there will be no

community without the people.

Lao People’s Democratic Republic

18.

In her statement, H.E. Madame Pany Yathotou, the President of the
National Assembly of Lao PDR, expressed her sincere thanks to the
AIPA President and commended the Parliament, Government and
people of the Philippines for the excellent preparations and

arrangements for the 38t AIPA General Assembly.

H.E. Yathotou noted the historicity of the 38th AIPA General Assembly,
as it coincides not only with the 50t founding anniversary of ASEAN
and the 40t anniversary of AIPA, but also the 20t anniversary of Lao
PDR’s accession to both ASEAN and AIPA. She mentioned the
achievements during the 50 years of ASEAN, as well as the complex
changes in the regional and international landscapes that present both

opportunities and challenges.

She observed that AIPA Member Parliaments play an important role as
a constructive driving force of change, and encouraged them to
strengthen and consolidate cooperation for the realization of the Vision
and Objectives of the ASEAN Community, and to enhance the
effectiveness of AIPA’s work under the institutionalized mechanisms.
She said both AIPA and ASEAN must work together, and more efforts
should be exerted to enhance people’s awareness and regular access to

AIPA information.

She declared the support of the Lao National Assembly and people for
the ASEAN Leaders’ Declaration issued on 08 August 2017, and

emphasized the commitment to foster the ASEAN Economic
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Community. She recounted that the Lao National Assembly and
Government have actively participated in the work of AIPA and
ASEAN. The Lao National Assembly has also supported and worked -
and will continue to support and work - with its Government in
implementing the various initiatives and plans, as well as objectives, of
ASEAN and the ASEAN Community. She stated that with the
partnership between AIPA and ASEAN, and with contributions from
all sectors of society and ASEAN’s external partners, ASEAN Member

States will achieve their common aspirations.

Malaysia

19.

In his statement, Honorable Dato’ Sri Haji Ismail Bin Mohamed Said,
Deputy Speaker of the House of Representatives, Parliament of
Malaysia, spoke on the diversity of ASEAN, the need for inclusion and

the harnessing of forces and resources, peace, respect and dialogue.

He emphasized the three pillars of ASEAN, political-security, socio-
cultural and economic, such as the promotion of lifelong learning and

the development of small and medium enterprises.

Recent events like nuclear threat, ethnic and religious sensitivities

should be solved by dialogues.

Myanmar

20.

In his statement, Hon. Mr. T Khun Myatt, Deputy Speaker of the
House of Representatives of Myanmar, highlighted that 2017 is a major
milestone for the 40t Anniversary of AIPA and the 50t Anniversary of
the founding of the ASEAN, and attached great importance of the
partnership of AIPA and ASEAN for inclusive change in the

community and the ASEAN unity, aiming for its thematic priorities.
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He briefly apprised that Myanmar leaders are striving with concerted
effort for Democratic Reforms together with Myanmar people despite
the challenges such as national reconciliation, peace, rule of law,
threats of extremist terrorism, economic growth and human resources
development. He also shared that Myanmar Democratic Transition
Forum was successfully organized in August 2017 in Nay Pyi Taw and
open discussion on certain important topics were made during the

forum.

He reaffirmed Myanmar's commitment to the full and effective

implementation of ASEAN Community Vision 2025. He expressed that

fruitful discussions from 38th AIPA General Assembly would bring
constructive outcomes to promote regional and international peace,

stability, prosperity and progress.

He informed the Plenary that there will be a State of the Nation
Address by State Counsellor on 19 September 2017 in Myanmar and a
meeting between ASEAN Foreign Ministers in New York on 23
September 2017 during the ongoing United Nations General Assembly

to deal with the issue in the Rakhine State.

Philippines

21.

In his statement, Hon. Rodolfo C. Farifias, Majority Leader of the
House of Representatives, welcomed the delegates to the 38t AIPA
General Assembly. He noted that this gathering marked yet another
significant occasion towards shaping a people-oriented and people-
centered' ASEAN community. Even as the region celebrate these
historic events, ASEAN itself has taken significant steps to become a
more integrated regional community with a common identity, vision,
and sense of purpose through the adoption of the ASEAN Community
Vision 2025.

12



He recognized the many challenges that both ASEAN and AIPA face to
remain as relevant organizations that can contribute to the promotion
of peace, progress, and stability in the region. The impact of global
security, social and economic issues is keenly felt in the Southeast Asia
region. Non-traditional security threats such as transnational crime,
drug trafficking, and disaster relief and recovery, are issues that have

taken on new salience.

These are stark reminders of the fact that in an increasingly globalized
world, the challenges we face have repercussions across national
borders, and each of us has a stake in the security and well-being of
our people in the region.

Many resolutions of the AIPA General Assembly have found their way
into the legislation of member countries. Over the years, AIPA
Member Parliaments have intensified their work towards fully
harmonizing the laws of the Member States, and building common
standards of conduct consistent with ASEAN agreements and

commitments.

He stressed that AIPA has been the most important partner of ASEAN
and that AIPA, as an inter-regional, inter-governmental organization,
he underlined that it should enjoy a higher status than other
organizations accredited or associated with ASEAN. He argued that
AIPA should not be viewed as merely an “associated entity” but rather

as a “strategic partner” in the regional integration process.

As ASEAN consolidates and builds on its efforts at regional integration
within the ASEAN Community Vision 2025, Hon. Farifias urged the
executive and legislative institutions of the ASEAN Member States to

collaborate at a more intensive level to strengthen and consolidate the

13



foundations of a single political, economic and socio-cultural

integrated community of the ten nations.

Lastly, he congratulated H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez for his exemplary
leadership and performance as this year’s AIPA President. He
acknowledged the Speaker’s many contributions to strengthen the
organization and to enhance AIPA-ASEAN cooperation in the spirit of

solidarity, friendship and mutual understanding.

Singapore

22.

In his statement, Hon. Mr Lim Biow Chuan, the Deputy Speaker of the
Parliament of Singapore, emphasized that ASEAN is the collective
effort, vision and identity of each and every citizen in our Member
States. He emphasized that ASEAN must remain united and resilient
to challenges amidst increasing geopolitical complexities. As AIPA is a
unique organization that directly represents our people and provides
the fundamental links between the peoples and the governments of
ASEAN, he encouraged parliamentarians to play a key role in raising
awareness of ASEAN and translating the benefits of ASEAN’s

community building to the man in the street.

Thailand

23.

In his speech, H.E. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President of the National
Legislative Assembly of Thailand, felt an honor to attend the 38t AIPA
General Assembly and congratulates the Philippine Congress in
hosting this august meeting of AIPA. He mentioned that this year
marks an auspicious occasion of AIPA celebrated its 40th anniversary.
In this occasion, the Thai National Assembly conducted a seminar
under the topic on “Four Decades of AIPA and the National Assembly
of the Kingdom of Thailand” and issued a commemorative postage

stamp to celebrate the event.
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He emphasized that AIPA must take action and play our effective roles
in supporting ASEAN in three means. Firstly, carrying on the mission
of implementing agreements and regulations regarding the aspirations
of the ASEAN vision 2025. Secondly, maintaining its commitment to
accomplish the goal of raising people awareness of ASEAN
Community. Finally, continuing seek common understanding on
comparative law and legal procedures to acknowledge and respect our

differences and similarities.

Viet Nam

24.

In her speech, H.E. Mdm. Tong Thi Phong, First Vice President of the
National Assembly of Viet Nam, mentioned that ASEAN now plays a
key role in the region, and is working towards the vision of being a
“peaceful, stable, and resilient community with enhance capacity to
response effectively to challenges.” She expressed that AIPA has
asserted its role and voice as the facilitator for cooperation among
organizations and to represent the will of the aspiration of the ASEAN
people. She also stated that AIPA and ASEAN need to raise awareness
of the people at the national and regional level about the activities and
the abilities as a way to contribute to the ASEAN Community building

process.

She urged that AIPA needs to better play its role in strengthening
parliamentary diplomacy among ASEAN Member States along with
ASEAN partners by providing practical solutions. She emphasized that
AIPA should uphold ASEAN principles and standards of conduct in
strengthening and utilizing ASEAN’s centrality. She recommended to
improve the effectiveness and substance of the annual meeting
between AIPA Representatives and ASEAN Leaders to strengthen
interaction, innovate the forms of exchange, thereby promoting the

close cooperation between the legislative bodies and the government of

15



ASEAN Member Countries. She encouraged that should innovate and
enhance its effectiveness by improving the coordination between the
AIPA Secretariat and other national secretariats, as well as the ASEAN

Secretariat.

STATEMENTS OF THE HEADS OF DELEGATIONS OF OBSERVER
COUNTRIES

25.

The Heads of the Delegations of the Observer Countries, namely the
Russian Federation, Australia, Belarus, Canada, People’s Republic of
China, the European Parliament, India, Japan, and Korea delivered
their respective statements during the First Plenary Session of the

General Assembly.

STATEMENTS OF THE GUESTS OF THE HOST

26.

The Guests of the Host, namely ASEAN Secretariat represented by Mr.
Achmad Kurnia Prawira Mochtan, Deputy Secretary General; ASEAN
Supreme Audit Institution represented by Mr. Hendar Ristriawan,
Head of Secretariat; and Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and
East Asia (ERIA) represented by Mr. Hidetoshi Nishimura, President
of ERIA, likewise delivered their respective statements during the First

Plenary Session of the General Assembly.

MESSAGES OF THE HEADS OF STATES/GOVERNMENTS

27.

The 38t General Assembly of AIPA received messages from the
following Heads of States/Governments, namely H. E. Rodrigo Roa
Duterte, President of the Republic of the Philippines; H.E. Tran Dai
Quang, State President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam; H. E. J. Y.
Pillay, Acting President of the Republic of Singapore; H. E. U Htin
Kyaw, President of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar; H. E. Dato’
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Sri Mohd Najib Bin Tun Abdul Razak, Prime Minister of Malaysia; H.
E. Bounnhang Vorachith, President of the Lao People’s Democratic
Republic; H. E. Joko Widodo, President of the Republic of Indonesia;
His Majesty Preah Bat Samdech Preah Boromneath Norodom
Sihamoni, the King of Cambodia; and His Majesty Sultan Haji
Hassanal Bolkiah Mu’izzadin Waddaulah, Sultan and Yang Di-Pertuan

of Brunei Darussalam.

Full text of their messages are attached to the final report.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Committee on Economic Matters
The Committee on Economic Matters approved the following resolutions:

1. Resolution on Developing Policies and Strategies to Address

Problems on Regional Food Security (Philippines)

2. Resolution on Supporting the Implementation of Financial

Inclusion Programs in ASEAN (Philippines)

3. Resolution Promoting an Inclusive and Innovation-led Growth

for the ASEAN Economic Community (AEC) (Indonesia)

4. Resolution on Intra-Regional Economic Cooperation for Equitable
Development and Inclusive Growth in the ASEAN Economic

Community (AEC) (Viet Nam)
Committee on Social Matters

The Committee on Social Matters approved the following resolutions:
1. Resolution on the Report of the 13th AIFOCOM

2. Resolution on the Terms of Reference by the AIPA Advisory
Council on Dangerous Drugs (AIPACODD) (Philippines)
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3. Resolution on Combating Marine Plastic Debris and

Microplastics (Indonesia)
Committee on Organizational Matters

The Committee on Organizational Matters approved the following

resolutions:

1. Resolution on Corporate Rebranding of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

2. Resolution on Amendments to the Statutes of ASEAN Inter-
Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

3. Resolution on Communication Master Plan of ASEAN Inter-

Parliamentary Assembly (AIPA)

4. Resolution on the Publishing of the “40 Years of AIPA”
Commemorative Book and Appreciation to the House of

Representatives of the Philippines in Publishing and Launching
the Book

5. Resolution Appreciating the Federal Republic of Germany for
the Cooperation and Implementation of the Project of Capacity
Development for the ASEAN Inter-Parliamentary Assembly
(AIPA

6. Resolution on Audited Financial Report of the AIPA Secretariat
for the Period of 1 August 2016 to 31 July 2017

7. Resolution on Estimated Budget for the AIPA Secretariat for the
Period 1 of August 2017 to 31 July 2018; Supplementary
Estimate from 1 August 2018 to 30 September 2018 (FY
2018/2019); and (3) Special Fund

8. Resolution on the Adoption of the Work Plan 2017 of the AIPA

Secretariat
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9. Resolution on Formulating and Implementing Project Based
Initiative on Strengthening Legal Framework to protect

Children from Sexual Exploitation in Travel and Tourism

10. Resolution on Human Capacity Development as a Framework
in Improving Capacities of Secretariat Personnel of AIPA

Member Parliaments
11. Resolution on Developing AIPA Capacity (Indonesia)

12. Resolution on the Amendment on Criteria and Guidelines on

“ AIPO Distinguished Service Award”

13. Resolution Commending His Excellency Pantaleon D. Alvarez
for His Outstanding Performance as President of the ASEAN

Inter-Parliamentary Assembly

The Committee on Organizational Matters deferred to the next AIPA
General Assembly the approval of the Resolution on AIPA
Distinguished Service Award as consensus was not reached on the

giving of the award.

14. Resolution on Date and Venue of the 39t General Assembly
DIALOGUES WITH OBSERVER COUNTRIES

The General Assembly, through its dialogue panels conducted separate
meetings with Observer Countries, namely: Australia, Republic of Belarus,
Canada, People’s Republic of China, European Parliament, India, Japan,

Republic of Korea, Russian Federation.

The topics discussed with dialogue partners were:

1.  Strengthening Cooperation in Disaster Management; and

2.  Strengthening Cooperation in Combatting Transnational Crimes,

Particularly on Cybersecurity, Combatting Terrorism and Violent
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Extremism, Trafficking in Persons, Illegal Drugs and Fuel

Smuggling.
39TH AIPA GENERAL ASSEMBLY

Pursuant to Article IX of the AIPA Statutes which provides that the venue of
the General Assembly shall be rotated among the Member Parliamentarians
in alphabetical order unless otherwise decided by the General Assembly,
Hon. Lim Biow Chuan, Deputy Speaker of the Parliament of Singapore,
confirmed the hosting of the 39th AIPA General Assembly which will be held
in Singapore on 3-7 September 2018.

APPRECIATION TO THE HOST COUNTRY

The Delegations attending the 38t AIPA General Assembly expressed their
sincere appreciation to the Philippine Government and to the House of
Representatives of the Philippines, as well as to the Filipino people for their
warm welcome, generous hospitality and the excellent arrangements for the

38t AIPA General Assembly.

APPRECIATION TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE ASEAN INTER-
PARLIAMENTARY ASSEMBLY

The Delegations attending the General Assembly extended their sincere
gratitude and appreciation to H.E. Pantaleon D. Alvarez, Speaker of the
House of Representatives, Congress of the Philippines for his able leadership
in further strengthening AIPA and AIPA-ASEAN cooperation in the spirit of

solidarity, friendship, cooperation and mutual understanding.
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Done in Manila, Philippines, this nineteenth of September,

year two thousand and seventeen
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