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(Common Principles for Support to Parliaments)
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Hanoi Declaration

The Sustainable Development Goals:
Turning Words into Action

Adopted by the 132" IPU Assembly
(Hanoi, 1 April 2015)

We, parliamentarians from over 130 countries and 23 international and regional parliamentary
organizations, gathered in Hanoi, Viet Nam, reviewed the emerging sustainable development
goals and considered our role in attaining them.

This is our declaration.

Despite global advances in technology, health, knowledge, and material wealth, longstanding economic
and social disparities are increasing, to the detriment of the whole planet, with progress continuing to
elude many the world over.

This situation — exacerbated by the urgent threat of climate change and growing waves of social unrest,
political instability and conflict within or between countries — is coming to a head. As we saw with the
Millennium Development Goals, international commitments can only be met with strong political will,
leadership and national ownership. As parliamentarians, we have a moral obligation to act.

The adoption of the post-2015 development agenda and its sustainable development goals in
September 2015 will afford a unique opportunity to meet global challenges, using a universal, integrated
approach that will apply to all countries and link poverty eradication to sustainable development.

Vision
At this critical moment, we, the parliamentarians of the world, reaffirm our vision for people-centred
sustainable development based on the realization of all human rights, to eradicate poverty in all its
forms, and eliminate inequalities, thus empowering all individuals to exercise their full potential. This

requires conditions of peace and security, in full observance of the Charter of the United Nations and
international law. ' '

Poverty eradication and sustainable development are a shared commitment for us all, and we should all
strive for a balanced and more equitable distribution of resources. Our current production and
consumption patterns are clearly unsustainable, and all countries — developed and developing alike —
need to work together, based on the principle of common but differentiated responsibilities. That is the
only way we can advance towards a common model of inclusive and sustainable growth.

A people-centred approach requires environmental justice: the planet and all its ecosystems must be
treated as common assets for the whole of humanity to enjoy now and in the future. Human well-being
must be the driver of all policies for sustainable development and progress measured in terms that go
well beyond gross domestic product. People are more than taxpayers and consumers; they are citizens
endowed with rights and responsibilities towards each other. We must invest in them — their health,
nutrition, education and skills — as our most important resource.

All government institutions must be representative and accessible to all. Cultural differences should be
respected and home-grown approaches to sustainable development employed. All people, regardless of
gender, race, culture, religion and health status, must be empowered to work cooperatively for peace
and the common good.

Commitment

Acknowledging that the sustainable development goals will be the result of a delicate compromise, we
look forward to this transformational framework that will inspire policy-making in all countries.
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We are pleased that our efforts to advocate for the inclusion of goals on healthy lives and well-being,
gender equality and women’s empowerment, reducing inequalities within and between countries, as
well as on governance, have borne fruit. We appreciate the broadened focus on health, which will
provide an opportunity to end the AIDS epidemic while tackling emerging challenges such as non-
communicable diseases.

We welcome the new goal calling for urgent action against climate change and we appreciate the
broad-based goal on the means of implementation — finance, trade, technology, capacity building and
systemic reforms — that must be mobilized in support of the new framework. This goal should inject new
energy into the current global partnership for development,

We commit to doing our utmost to strengthen national ownership of the goals, particularly by making
them known to our constituents. People must understand how the goals are relevant to their lives. As
representatives of the people, we are responsible for ensuring that each and every voice is heard in the
political process without discrimination and irrespective of social status.

We commit to translating the goals into enforceable domestic laws and regulations, including through
the critical budget process. Each country must do its part to ensure that all the goals are met.

Action

As parliamentarians, we must support efforts to reach the new goals in ways that respect each country’s
national specificities. Our responsibility is clear: to hold governments accountable for the goals they
have subscribed to, and to make sure that enabling laws are passed and budgets adopted.

Our first order of business must be to examine our institutions and decision-making processes to ensure
that they are it for purpose.

As representatives of the people, our concern is to defend the public interest and pursue the common
good above all else. We must prevent individual interests from exercising excessive influence in our
deliberations. We must focus on building consensus around practical solutions.

We will seek to overcome the silo mentality within our own parliaments and national administrations to
reflect the intersectoral nature of the goals. To this end, we will do our utmost to institutionalize the
goals in every parliament, with sufficient time for discussion and monitoring. Parliamentary committees
and processes must pursue all goals coherently.

We will help build national ownership of the goals by seeing to it that each of our countries has a
sustainable development plan, crafted in an inclusive and participatory manner, including through public
hearings with civil society, and in line with the international human rights framework.

We pledge to make laws and budgetary provisions in line with the national sustainable development
plan, clearly identifying the goals and targets that apply and means of funding. Governments should
report annually to parliaments on the implementation of the national plan. Parliaments should garner
regular feedback from their constituents to help assess progress on the ground, where it maftters most.

We further pledge to measure progress not only in terms of national averages, but most importantly by
looking at how the most vulnerable and disadvantaged in our societies have fared. No one should be
left behind. Strong national capacities for data collection and disaggregation, including by gender, age,
minority group and health status, will be crucial. ¢

Recognizing our role in mobilizing the means to attain the goals, including through funding from private
and public sources, at both the national and international levels, we will support the implementation of
all international commitments. In particular, we will work to increase domestic resources, including by
combating illicit financial flows. We will improve the quality and quantity of aid, set out an orderly
sovereign debt restructuring mechanism, strengthen the environment for private-sector investments,
including through public-private partnerships, and reform the global financial, monetary and trade
regime in ways that directly support sustainable development.
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Lastly, we pledge to support accountability for meeting the goals at the global level. We will seek to join
our national delegations to meetings of the United Nations Economic and Social Council, where global
progress reports will be discussed. We will contribute to the national reviews submitted to the United
Nations High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development. Wherever feasible, we will seek to
engage with United Nations field operations in our countries to share information and explore all
avenues for cooperation to advance our national plans.

We ask that the central messages of this Declaration and of its predecessor, the Quito Communiqué, be
reflected in the outcome of the Fourth World Conference of Speakers of Parliament later this year,
which will in turn provide input to the United Nations Summit for the adoption of the post-2015
development agenda.

We urge governments to conduct negatiations keeping in mind the real needs and expectations of
citizens and addressing the critical linkages between sustainable development, democratic governance
and human rights. The Post-2015 United Nations Declaration should commit to building strong public
institutions, including parliaments, with the ability and capacity to ensure accountability for results. We
encourage the drafters of the Declaration to acknowledge the critical role and responsibility of
parliaments — and of the IPU as their world organization — in implementing the new development
agenda and monitoring progress. :

Moreover, we stress that convergence between the outcomes of this year's negotiations on the post-
2015 development agenda, financing for development, climate change and disaster risk reduction is
essential to facilitate implementation at the national level.

We are profoundly grateful to the Inter-Parliamentary Union, our world organization, for raising our
awareness of the sustainable development goals and for making our voices heard at the United
Nations. We will continue to look to the IPU for support in our efforts to attain the goals.

Together, we will succeed.
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Cyber warfare: A serious threat to
peace and global security

Resolution adopted by consensus* by the 1 32" IpU Assembly
(Hanoi, 1°* April 2015)

The 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Mindful that information and communication technologies (ICTs) are means of inclusion
and development and must not be used by States or non-State actors to violate international law, in
‘particular the provisions and principles of the Charter of the United Nations relating to sovereignty, non-
intervention, the sovereign equality of States, the peaceful settlement of disputes and the prohibition of
the threat or use of force,

Acknowledging the work accomplished by the United Nations Group of Governmental
Experts on Developments in the Field of Information and Telecommunications in the Context of
International Security,

Considering that people's access to cyberspace involves inter alia extensive digital
communication via satellites, optical networks and advanced computer programmes, the systematic
exchange of information, graphic, audio-visual and computerized data, intelligent tools and equipment,
software, advanced operating systems, and the possibility to use them for their own purposes,

Acknowledging that improper use of technology can have a harmful impact at national,
regional and even global level, and that internationally applicable legal regulatory authorities and
instruments must therefore be established with regard to its purpose and use,

Convinced that, given the immense socio-economic benefits that cyberspace brings to all
citizens around the world, predictability, information security and stability in the cyberdomain are
essential, '

Having considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 31/72 of
10 December 1976 (on a convention on the prohibition of military or any other hostile use of
environmental techniques), 55/63 of 4 December 2000 and 56/121 of 19 December 2001 (on combating
the criminal misuse of information technologies), 69/28 of 2 December 2014 (on developments in the
field of information and telecommunications in the context of international security) and 57/239 of
20 December 2002 (on the creation of a global culture of cybersecurity),

Recognizing the importance of international and regional agreements on cybercrime,
transnational organized crime, the exchange of information and administrative assistance, including the
1977 Convention on the Prohibition of Military or Any Other Hostile Use of Environmental Modification
Techniques, the 2001 Council of Europe Convention on Cybercrime (Budapest Convention) and its
Additional Protocol (concerning the criminalization of acts of a racist and xenophobic nature committed
through computer systems), the 2010 Arab Convention on Combating Information Technology Offences
and the 2010 Shanghai Cooperation Organization Agreement on Cooperation in the Field of
International Information Security; afso recognizing the importance of international treaties in preventing
cyber warfare, -

Fully aware that some concepts, definitions and standards of cyberpolicy, especially in
cyber warfare and as they relate to international peace and security, are not commonly understood and
are still being clarified at the national, regional and international levels, and that international consensus
still does not exist in some areas,

Welcoming the progress made in international forums towards a common perception of
what constitutes acceptable behaviour on the part of States in cyberspace, in particular by the United
Nations Group of Governmental Experts on Developments in the Field of Information and
Telecommunications in the Context of International Security and by other bilateral, regional and
multilateral initiatives,

The delegation of Venezuela expressed a reservation on the use of the term "cyber warfare”.
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Acknowledging that certain principles of public international law, including, in particular,
those contained in the United Nations Charter, the 1949 Geneva Conventions and their Additional
Protocols, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights, and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, are
relevant and applicable to cyberspace and are essential to maintaining peace and international stability
and promoting an open, secure and peaceful ICT environment, accessible to women and men alike,

Considering that cyberspace is more than the Intemnet, that the use of hardware, software,
data and information systems can have effects beyond networks and IT infrastructure and is considered
as a tool of economic growth, and that inequalities, including gender inequalities, exist in the ICT
environment,

Cognisant of the fact that different areas of cyberpolicy, while distinct, are inextricably
linked and may have an impact on international peace and security aspects of cyberspace, and vice
versa,

Considering that the covert and illegal use, by individuals, organizations and States, of the
computer systems of foreign countries to attack third countries is a matter of grave concern because of
its potential to spark international conflicts,

Also considering that cyberspace has the potential to be exploited as a new dimension of
conflict as well as a new operating environment where many, if not most, cyberassets have both civilian
and military applications,

Aware that cyberspace is not an isolated domain and that destabilizing activities within it
may have serious effects on other areas of global sccial life, trigger other, traditional forms of insecurity
or conflict, or start a new type of conflict, and convinced that there is a need for regional and
international cooperation against threats resulting from the malicious use of ICTs,

Also convinced that States should encourage the private sector and civil society to play an
appropriate role to improve the security and use of ICTs, including supply chain security for ICT
products and services,

Aware that military ICT systems for the deployment and use of force are susceptible to acts
of cyber warfare that could lead to third parties intercepting and deploying such systems to cause
unauthorized, illegal and destructive use of force, concerned that fully autonomous military systems
("killer robots") are especially vulnerable to such unauthorized deployment, as there is no human
validation of final targeting decisions, and especially concerned that the hacking of nuclear weapon
command-and-control systems could result in the unauthorized launch and detonation of nuclear
weapons and cause unparalleled catastrophes,

Noting that the use of ICTs has reshaped the national and international security
environment and that such technologies can be used for malicious purposes and to violate human and
civil rights; afso noting that, in recent years, the risk of ICTs being used by State and non-State actors
alike to commit crimes, including violence against women and girls, and conduct disruptive activities has
risen significantly, ’

Bearing in mind the negative impact that the unlawful use of ICTs could have on State
infrastructure, national security and economic development, and aware that the only viable means of
preventing and dealing with these new challenges, consolidating the positive aspects of ICTs,
preventing their potential negative effects, promoting their peaceful and legitimate use and guaranteeing
that scientific progress is aimed at maintaining peace and promoting the well-being and development of
peoples is joint cooperation between States, which will also prevent cyberspace from becoming a
theatre of military operations,

Considering that cyber warfare may encompass, but is not necessarily limited to,
operations against a computer or a computer system through a data stream as a means and method of
warfare that is intended to gather intelligence for the purpose of economic, political or social
destabilization or that can reasonably be expected to cause death, injury, destruction or damage during,
but not exclusively in, armed conflicts,
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Aware that cyberdefence and cybercrime control measures complement each other, and
noting, in this connection, that the Budapest Convention, the only international treaty on crimes
committed via the Internet and other computer networks, is open for accession, including by third
countries,

Noting that the military use of cyberspace and the impact of specific activities are not yet
fully understood; also noting that many cyberactivities may have the effect of destabilizing the security
situation, depending on their nature, range, potential consequences and other circumstances,

Concerned about the suggestion by military planners that nuclear deterrence be
maintained as an option for dealing with the existential threat of a cyberattack,

Acknowledging that a lack of strategic State-to-State communications, prompt attribution of
responsibility and a limited understanding of allies’ and adversaries’ priorities may lead to
miscalculation, misconception and misunderstanding in the cyberdomain, and that it is therefore
important to introduce confidence-building measures of a nature to improve transparency, predictability
and cooperation between States,

Considering that the risk to international peace and security has increased with the
development and spread of sophisticated malicious tools and techniques by States and non-State
actors, .

Rejecting States' use of cyberspace as a means of applying economic, restrictive or
discriminatory measures against another State, for the purpose of limiting access to information or
services, '

Condemning the use of ICTs in contravention of international law, the goals and principles
of the Charter of the United Nations and internationally recognized rules of coexistence between States,

Also condemning the use of ICTs by criminal or terrorist groups to communicate, collect
information, recruit, organize, plan and coordinate attacks, promote their ideas and actions and solicit
funding, and mindful that, in so doing, these groups often exploit the vulnerability of certain social
groups, and further condemning the use of cyberspace to destabilize and threaten international peace
and security,

: Noting the need to work for the conclusion of an international Internet convention to
prevent the use of the Internet by terrorists or terrorist organizations for illegal activities, in particular to
raise funds, enlist members or publish ideas inciting people to violence and hatred,

Recalling that acts of sexual violence during times of war or conflict are considered to be
war crimes and considering that the broadcast of such acts using ICTs to intimidate, threaten or
terrorize citizens, communities or countries and force them into submission, therefore constitutes a
crime of cyber warfare,

Considering that there is a need to strike a balance between security control of cyberspace
and respect for privacy, confidentiality, intellectual property, and e-government and e-commerce
development priorities,

Also considering that there is a need to develop national, regional and international levels
of practical confidence-building measures in the ICT field,

Condemning any intentional misuse of technology, including, but not limited to,
State-sponsored espionage,

1. Recommends that parliaments build their capacities to better understand the complex
nature of national and international security in the cyberdomain and to take into account
the interlinkages between different areas of cyberpolicy development;

2. Encourages parliaments to work with other branches of government, civil society and the
private sector to develop a holistic understanding of cyberdependénce, risks and
challenges at the national level; also encourages governments to reduce the negative
effects of cyberdependence, especially with regard to e-government development and
national security, and to promote the adoption of national cybersecurity strategies;
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Calfs upon all parliaments to review their countries' legal framework to examine how best to
adapt it to potential threats, in terms of crime, terrorism and/for warfare, which might aris
from the evolving nature of cyberspace; ’

Also calls upon parliaments to legislate to counter acts of sexual violence against women
and girls during times of war and conflict, which constitute war crimes, and against the
broadcasting of such acts using ICTs, which is a crime of cyber warfare;

Encourages parliaments to be accountable by scrutinizing public finances with a view to
ensuring that adequate resources are allocated to cybersecurity;

Also encourages parliaments to make use of all the oversight tools at their disposal to
ensure that cyber-related activities are rigorously monitored, and to enact national laws,
with due regard for their respective constitutions, that stipulate stiffer penalties for
cyberattacks, using appropriate safeguards, governance mechanisms and existing
structures so as to protect freedom of expression and not compromise the citizen's ability
to use ICT tools;

Recommends that parliaments from States which have not yet done so request that their
respective governments expressly state that international law, including the law of armed
conflict, must apply to cyber warfare in order to ensure that limits are placed on the use of
cyberoperations as a means and method of warfare while noting that the exact manner of
application is still a matter under international discussion;

Encourages parliaments to work with other branches of government and with civil society
to develop a comprehensive cybersecurity strategy encompassing cyberdefence, capacity-
building and action to combat cyberterrorism;

Invites parliaments to support the dissemination of cybersecurity information and best
practices among ali national stakeholders;

Calls upon all parliaments to ensure meaningful participation by all stakeholders, including
the private sector, academics, the technical community, civil society, and women's
organizations and associations, in efforts aimed at addressing the cyberthreats related to
the use of ICTs; :

Recommends that parliaments from nuclear-weapon States call on their governments to |
rescind launch-on-warning policies, stand down nuclear weapons from high operational
readiness and extend the decision-making time for nuclear-weapon use in order to prevent |
unauthorized activation and deployment of nuclear weapon systems through cyberattacks,

pursuant to the negotiation of agreements to prohibit the use of nuclear weapons and

achieve their elimination;

Calls upon all parliaments to ensure their national laws and regulations do not condone the
criminal use of cybertechnology for the purpose of fomenting conflict between States or
provide the perpetrators with immunity and a safe haven;

Encourages national parliaments to promote close cooperation and partnership between
the public and private sectors, so as to improve the effectiveness of cybersecurity and
cyberdefence strategies at the national level;

Recommends the application of a strategic information plan involving the education sector,
organized communities and citizen participation, for the purpose of heightening awareness
of the benefits and usefulness of being active in cyberspace and the harmful effects that
can be generated from its misuse;

Also recommends that States comply with international law and the Charter of the United
Nations when using ICTs and that, at the legislative and executive levels, consideration be
given to cooperative measures likely to enhance peace and international stability and
security and lead to a common understanding of the application of the relevant
international law and derived standards, rules and principles underpinning the responsible
conduct of States;
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16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25.

26.

Encourages parliaments to support the widest possible accession to the Budapest
Convention as a means of strengthening national legislation and enhancing the
effectiveness of international cooperation against cybercrime;

Recommends that parliaments press for the formulation and adoption at the regional and
international levels of appropriate regulations and oversight guaranteeing that the use of
cyberspace is fully compatible with international law, the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, and internationally
recognized rules of coexistence, together with practical confidence-building measures to
help increase transparency, predictability and cooperation and reduce misconceptions,
thus diminishing the risk of conflict using the cyberdomain;

Invites parliaments to support the use of aid instruments and resources for capacity-
building to prevent and counter cyberthreats;

Urges the IPU, together with relevant international organizations, to lend support to inter-
parliamentary cooperation with a view to promoting international agreements guaranteeing
better use of ICTs by countries and appropriate and secure use of cyberspace, to sharing
good practices on confidence-building measures that are conducive to peace and
international stability and security in that they reduce the security risks inherent in the use
of ICTs, and to developing collaborative mechanisms;

Encourages parliaments to play a positive role in creating a secure environment in support
of the peaceful use of cyberspace and ensuring that freedom of expression and information
exchange are appropriately reconciled with public safety and security concerns;

Also encourages parliaments to work with their governments on establishing international
agreements to prevent cyber warfare, apply the body of international peace and security
law to cyberspace, establish global standards and ensure that national and international
responses to cyberattacks are consistent with such agreements and standards;

Further encourages international cooperation to provide developing countries with technical
assistance and capacity-building in terms of prevention, investigation, and the prosecution

and punishment of offenders, and to enhance network security in relation to cyber warfare;

Calls on the IPU to urge the United Nations to adopt a resolution prohibiting illegal
monitoring and cyberattacks on critical infrastructure such as water, electricity and hospital
networks; .

Encourages the United Nations to enhance cybersecurity by establishing a global registry
of cyberattacks; .

Recommends that the legal instruments, agreements and cooperation agreemehts, inter
alia, relating to cyberspace, cybersecurity, technology and telecommunications, be
reviewed and updated;

Suggests that the IPU, acting on the basis of this resolution, propose that the General
Assembly of the United Nations convene a conference on the prevention of cyber warfare
with a view to adopting a unified position on the issues involved and drafting an
international convention on the prevention of cyber warfare.
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Shaping a new system of water governance:
Promoting parliamentary action
on water and sanitation

Resclution adopted by consensus™ by the 132" IPU Assembly
(Hanoi, 1* April 2015)

The 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Referring to the resolutions adopted by the 100" Inter-Parliamentary Conference (Moscow,
September 1998) and the 130" IPU Assembly (Geneva, March 2014), which acknowledged that
freshwater resources are essential to basic human needs, health, food production and the preservation
of ecosystems, and highlighted the need to improve water management in order to prevent and mitigate
high disaster risks, strengthen resilience and ultimately contribute to sustainable development,
respectively,

Recalling the IPU regional seminar for the parliaments of the Arab States, Global capacity-
building initiative for parfiaments on sustainable development, which was held in Beirut on 29 and
30 November 2005, |

Having considered United Nations General Assembly resolutions 64/292 of 28 July 2010 |
and 68/157 of 18 December 2013, and Human Rights Council resolution 27/7 of September 2014, in
which the right to safe and clean drinking water and sanitation is recognized as a human right essential
for the full enjoyment of life,

Bearing in mind the entry into force of the 1997 Convention on the Law of the Non-
Navigational Uses of International Watercourses and the global opening of the 1992 Convention on the
Protection and Use of Transboundary Watercourses and International Lakes,

Deeply concerned by the increased pressure being exerted on water resources by factors
such as population growth, climate change, rapid urbanization, the growing needs of modern
agriculture, industrialization, natural disasters, desertification, deforestation, growing energy demand
and lack of effective governance,

Equally concerned by the fact that water scarcity is already affecting one in three people on
every continent and that, in the absence of effective management, by 2025 approximately two thirds of
the world's population, in particular women and children, will be under water stress and 1.8 billion
people will face absolute water scarcity,

Also deeply concerned at the fact that 748 million people lack access to an improved
drinking water source, that 2.5 billion people still lack access to improved sanitation and that 1 billion
people still practise open defecation,

Aware that global numbers/statistics mask profound and persistent disparities between and
within countries, and that targeted measures must be adopted to progressively eliminate such
inequalities, with a specific focus on gender equality,

Mindful that water pollution, water overuse, lack of cooperation in respect of national and
international river basins and aquifers, and the realization of the human right to water and sanitation are
interconnected issues,

Bearing in mind that water governance can be a key element in maintaining peace
between States and that good governance can promote cooperation and avoid water-related conflicts,

Aware that international law and national legal systems relating to the management of
water resources tend to be fragmented and poorly implemented in practice,

The delegation of Venezuela expressed a reservation on the use of the term “water governance”.
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Recognizing that men and women contribute differently and often unequally to household
‘and community water management, in particular in developing countries and in rural areas, where it is
the women and girls who fetch the family's water supply, frequently covering long distances in uncertain
security conditions in which they are at greater risk of violence,

Convinced that States should increasingly pursue integrated water resources management
by taking into account the water-energy-ecosystem-food security nexus, improving wastewater
treatment and preventing and reducing surface and groundwater pollution,

Recalling that integrated water resources management strategies are based on the
principles set out in the Dublin Statement on Water and Sustainable Development and incorporated into
Agenda 21 at the UN Conference on Environment and Development in Rio de Janeiro in 1992,

Stressing the urgent and absolute need to conserve and sustainably manage the quality
and quantity of water resources for present and future generations,

Also stressing that effective management and multilevel good governance of water
resources are indispensable preconditions for achieving the human right to water and sanitation,

Recalling the key role parliamentarians play in establishing good water governance
systems that are conducive to the realization of the human right to water and sanitation, in respect of
which women.should be active participants in the decision-making process and able to express their
needs and opinions,

Recognizing that parliamentarians have a weighty responsibility to develop national legal
frameworks in order to realize a water-secure world for all present and future generations,

1. Calls on national parliaments to advocate a dedicated comprehensive water and sanitation
goal in the post-2015 development agenda, so as to ensure the availability and sustainable
management of water and sanitation for all, said goal to include concrete actions and in
particular the development of an efficient monitoring system with global indicators;

2. Also calls on national parliaments to enact legislation for the appropriate implementation of
international treaties, customary law and resolutions related to water management and to
the human right to water and sanitation, to organize appropriate human resources training
and further education so as to enhance understanding of these instruments, and to
encourage awareness-raising campaigns for citizens with a view to promoting responsible
use of water;

3 Exhorts national parliaments to ensure that women take part in all local, national and
international water governance decision-making bodies;

4. Urges national parliaments to set aside adequate budget allocations for multilevel and
efficient governance, and to establish legislative and regulatory frameworks encouraging
dialogue and partnerships between the public and private sectors in order to stimulate
investment in the water sector, with a view to establishing a water-secure world for all
present and future generations and to securing water affordability, accessibility and safety
for all;

5. Alsc urges national parliaments to approve comprehensive and integrated laws so as to
encourage conservation, spur innovation and ensure sustainable use of water and energy
in their respective countries;

6. Further urges national parliaments to promote water security by developing and
implementing, within their jurisdiction, Integrated Water Resources Management plans
involving inter-ministerial cooperation and stakeholder participation, in order to balance
competing human needs while giving priority to water for personal and domestic use for all,
without discrimination and with a special focus on gender equality and the most vulnerable
sectors of society;
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10.

11.

12,

13.

Encourages States sharing water resources to cooperate on matters relating to
international watercourses and to consider joining international legal frameworks for
transboundary water cooperation mentioned in the fourth preambular paragraph above;

Calls upon States and international organizations to use international assistance and
cooperation to provide financial resources, capacity-building and technology transfers, in
particular to developing countries, in order to scale up efforts to provide safe, clean,
accessible and affordable drinking water and sanitation for all;

Encourages national parliaments to urge their governments to honour the commitments
their countries have made in regard to the protection and conservation of freshwater
sources; ’

Calls on parliamentarians to support and strengthen the participation of local communities
in improving water and sanitation management;

Calls on States, especially developed countries, to promote cooperation and support
developing country water management efforts, including in respect of water planning and
effective and sustainable water protection and use for the purpose of sustainable
development;

Requests the IPU to draft a compilation of best legal and policy practices related to human
rights-based water management, in order to support the work of parliamentarians involved
in water-related issues;

Also requests the IPU to facilitate action by its Member Parliaments to foliow up on the
recommendations made in this resolution in their respective countries and regions.
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International law as it relates to national sovereignty,
non-intervention in the internal affairs of
States and human rights

Resolution adopted by consensus™ by the 132 IPU Assembly
(Hanoi, 1 April 2015)

The 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Recalling the relevant provisions of previous resolutions of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
and the United Nations General Assembly with regard to international law, human rights, national
sovereignty and non-intervention in the internal affairs of States, as well as the UN Charter, the
Universal Declaration of Human Rights, the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and the
relevant international human rights instruments, all of which are of paramount importance to the
promotion of the rule of law among nations,

Reaffirming that the sovereign equality of States is the basis for international cooperation
and an essential factor of stability,

Considering that international law defines the legal responsibilities of States in the conduct
of their international relations and establishes the obligations of each State towards all individuals within
its territory and subject to its jurisdiction,

Mindful of the fundamental importance of the rule of law for politica[ dialogue and
cooperation among all States, and underlining that the rule of law applies to all States equally,

Aware that the rule of law, peace and security, human rights and sustainable development
are strongly interrelated and mutually reinforcing,

Reaffirming the universal, indivisible, interdependent, indissociable and complementary
nature of human rights and fundamental freedoms, and the commitment made by all States to respect,
promote and protect the human rights and fundamental freedoms of all individuals in their territory and
falling within their competence in a fair and equal manner, including refugees and internally displaced
persons, and underscoring that this is fully compatible with the principles of State sovereignty and non-
intervention in the internal affairs of States enshrined in the UN Charter,

Emphasizing the responsibilities of all States, in conformity with the UN Charter, to respect
human rights and fundamental freedoms for all, without distinction of any kind on the basis of race,
ethnicity, colour, sex, language or religion, political or other opinion, national or social origin, property,
birth or other status, .

Stressing the importance of the existing international legal framework for women's rights
and gender equality, in particular the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
against Women, and existing UN Security Council resolutions on women, peace and security (resolution
1325 and others),

Reaffirming that, while national and regional particularities and historical, cultural and
religious contexts must be borne in mind, all States, regardless of their pelitical, econemic and cultural
systems, have the duty to promote and protect all human rights and fundamental freedoms,

Recognizing that the respect, promotion and safeguarding of human rights is a matter of
concern for all members of the international community,

The delegations of Cuba, India and Venezuela expressed reservations. The delegation of Sudan
expressed reservations specifically regarding operative paragraph 18 and on account of that, opposed
the entire resolution. g
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Underscoring the central role played by the UN Human Rights Council as a means of
monitoring State policy for the promotion and protection of fundamental rights,

Noting that, by ratifying international human rights law instruments, States accept the
monitoring mechanisms foreseen in the instruments,

Recalling the resolution adopted by the 128" IPU Assembly (Quito, 2013) on Enforcing the
responsibility to protect: The role of parifament in safeguarding civilians’ lives, in particular operative
paragraph 6 encouraging parliaments “to monitor the executive’s submission of country reports as
required by the relevant treaty bodies, particufarly those refating to human rights, {and] to become more
involved with regional and international human rights mechanisms”,

Stressing that an independent judiciary, representative, accountable and inclusive
institutions, an accountable administration, active civil society and independent and responsible media
are important components of the rule of law at the national and international levels and necessary to
guarantee democracy, as well as respect for and the promotion and protection of all human rights,

Recalling the permanent responsibility of each individual State to protect its populations
from genocide, war crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity,

Mindful that justice, particularly transitional justicé in conflict and post-conflict societies, is a
prerequisite for achieving sustainable peace, and reiterating that States bear primary responsibility for
investigating and prosecuting international crimes,

Stressing that women are the main victims of situations of crisis and conflict, and that
armed conflicts, terrorist acts and drug trafficking heighten women's vulnerability and place them at
greater risk of gender-based violence and abuse in the form of rape, kidnapping, forced and early
marriage, exploitation and sexual slavery,

Emphasizing that, in such situations, specific groups of women, such as young girls,
refugees and internally displaced women, are even more at risk and in greater need of protection,

Recalling the responsibility of occupying States to respect promote and safeguard the
human rights of persons living in the occupied territories,

Considering that the application of a "double standard” in statements on or reactions to
violations of international human rights law, or their politicization, will ultimately undermine the very
validity of that law,

Aware of the seriousness of the threats posed to international human rights law by terrorist
movements attempting to supersede the State by taking military action to seize territory and
systematically murdering civilians,

Desirous of seeing positive developments in the system of international cooperation-and
the settlement of international disputes through dialogue and other peaceful means, within the
framework of the international collective security system,

Considering that the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals and the future
Sustainable Development Goals could greatly contribute to such developments,

1. Reaffirms international law as the standard of conduct for relations between States;
2. Also reaffirms its commitment to a democratic and equitable international order based on
the rule of law, and underfines the essential role of parliaments in upholding the rule of law

at the national level through their legislative and oversight functions;

3. Reiterates the principles of the sovereign equality of States, State sovereignty, respect for
their territorial integrity and political independence;
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10.

1.

12,

13.

14.

15.

16.

- implementation and the interpretation, in good faith, of their obligations under international

Also reiterates the principle of non-intervention in the internal affairs of other States, as a |
means of guaranteeing respect for human rights and democracy, and encourages States to & |
respect and promote that principle; .

Stresses that States have the right to choose, without external interference, their political,
economic and social systems, and to organize internally in the way they deem appropriate,
with due regard for international law;

Urges States to consider ratifying the core international human rights treaties, in
accordance with their constitutional process, and to fulfil their treaty obligations to respect,
promote and safeguard human rights without discrimination;

Underscores the importance of ensuring that women, on the basis of gender equality, and
minorities fully enjoy the benefits of the rule of law, and restates its determination to uphold
their equal rights and ensure their full and equal participation, including in institutions of
governance and the judicial system;

Also underscores the right of persons with disabilities to fully enjoy their human rights, inter
alia, the right to participate in all aspects of life, including politics and public affairs;

Urges States to adopt all appropriate legislative, administrative and other measures for the

human rights law, and calls on parliaments to play an active role in overseeing the
implementation of those obligations;

Rejects any unilateral interpretation and application of international human rights law that is
not in conformity with international law, including in national legislation, and reiterates that
human rights may not be interpreted as implying for any State, group or person the right to
engage in any activity or perform any act aimed at striking down any of the rights or
freedoms recognized by international human rights law, or at limiting them to a greater
extent than is provided for in the relevant provisions of that law;

Expresses support for the UN Human Rights Council and the existing independent
treaty-based mechanisms that monitor States' compliance with international human
rights law, calfs for such mechanisms to be further strengthened, and calls on
parliaments to participate actively in these monitoring mechanisms;

Encourages parliaments to strengthen national systems for the respect, promaotion and
safeguarding of human rights, including by supporting the development of independent and
effective national human rights institutions, in accordance with the 1993 Principles relating
to the status of national institutions for the promotion and protection of human rights (Paris
Principles), and ensuring equal and effective protection for all, without discrimination based
on religious belief, gender, age, sexual orientation, language, ethnic origin or other status;

Appeals to States to refrain from the threat or use of force against the territorial integrity or
political independence of any State, and to resolve disputes by peaceful means, in such a
manner that international peace and security, justice, human rights and fundamental
freedoms are respected and in conformity with the purposes and principles of the UN
Charter;

Strongly urges States, in the conduct of their foreign relations, to ensure that their
economic, financial and trade measures are in compliance with international law and the
purposes and principles of the UN Charter;

Strongly supports the provision of humanitarian and economic aid by the international
community in cases of disaster, crisis or armed conflict;

Reiterates that the UN Security Council bears primary responsibility for maintaining
international peace and security under the UN Charter;
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17.

18.

19,

20.

21.

Calls on States to strengthen the system of collective and individual security and to bring
about greater democratization of the international community, including through reform of
the UN Security Council to ensure greater legitimacy of its decisions, and reform of the’
United Nations in general, particularly the machinery for dealing with major humanitarian
disasters;

Invites States that have not yet done so to consider becoming parties to the Rome Statute
and the Agreement on the Privileges and Immunities of the International Criminal Court,
and calls on States to strengthen their national legal systems and to cooperate fully with
the Court, so as to ensure that international crimes are properly investigated and
prosecuted;

Expresses its full support for a new post-2015 development agenda that ensures a rights-
based approach encompassing all human rights, addresses issues of justice, equality and
equity, good governance, democracy and the rule of law, and promotes peaceful societies
and freedom from violence;

Appeals for greater cooperation between parliaments, the IPU and the United Nations in
the respect, promotion and safeguarding of human rights and the development of the rule
of law at the national and international level; strongly supports UN General Assembly
Resolution 68/272 on Interaction between the United Nations, national parliaments and the
Inter-Parfiamentary Union, which recommends that a new IPU-UN cooperation agreement
be drawn up, so as to reflect progress and developments over past years and place the
institutional relationship between the two organizations on a strong footing;

Proposes that a committee be set up within the IPU to prepare a declaration based on this

resolution as a way of further contributing to the enhancement of peace and international
security.

43



ANANUIN &
VBUASLLUYUINTLLIINIU

(Emergency Item)






Inter-Parliamentary Union — Aggnda, resclutions and other texts of the 132™ Assembly

The role of parliaments in combating all terrorist acts
perpetrated by organizations such as Daesh and Boko Haram
against innocent civilians, in particular women and girls

Resolution adopted unanimously by the 132" IPU Assembly
(Hanoi, 31 March 2015)

The 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Considering that all forms and manifestations of terrorism are criminal and unjustifiable,
regardless of the motivation and the perpetrators and no matter where they are committed,

Reaffirming that terrorism is not to be associated with any religion, nationality or civilization,
or with any ethnic group, '

Noting that those who commit, order, finance or support terrorist acts must be brought to
justice,

Underscoring that such acts of violence target civilians, in particular women, children and
the elderly,

Expressing grave concern at the continued threat that terrorism poses to international
peace and security, '

Bearing in mind that the self-proclaimed Islamic State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) (also
known as Daesh} has accepted Boko Haram's pledge of allegiance,

Considering the scope and spread of the abuses committed by Boko Haram and ISIL,
which is steadily expanding into new territory in Iraq and the Syrian Arab Republic,

Bearing in mind that Nigeria, Chad, Niger, Cameroon and Benin decided to mobilize
8,700 men in early February to fight Boko Haram,

Considering that ISIL’s ideclogy has inspired terrorist attacks in other parts of the world, for
example Brussels, Paris, Sydney and most recently Tunis, and that those attacks are clearly aimed at
undermining democracy and hampering intercultural dialogue and exchange by sowing terror,

Gravely concerned by the systematic looting and cultural destruction wrought by ISIL and
deplored by UNESCO, which refers to “cultural cleansing”,

Noting that all anti-terrorist measures must comply with international law, notably human
rights law, refugee law and humanitarian law,

Recalfing all relevant United Nations resolutions, notably those adopted by the Security
Council, on terrorism and organized transborder crime, and condemning all forms of financing of
terrorism, :

Also recalling relevant IPU resolutions on terrorism, including the declaration adopted by
the Ninth Meeting of Women Speakers of Parliament, )

T, Condemns in the strongest possible terms all inhuman and terrorist acts and the steady
escalation in violence;

2 Requests parliaments to use legislative channels to contribute to the implementation of
relevant UN Security Council resolutions;

3. Invites all parliaments vigorously and unanimously to condemn the acts committed by ISIL
and Boko Haram;

4, Calls for the development of avenues of cooperation between State security and
intelligence agencies in order to facilitate the exchange of information between States;
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10.

1.

12.

13.

Invites parliaments to pressure their respective governments to prosecute any person or
organization helping to finance ISIL or Boko Haram, in accordance with UN Security
Council resolutions 2161 (2014) and 2170 (2014), ’

Requests that any person having helped to commit war crimes or crimes against humanity
in the name of those organizations be brought to justice;

Also requests that particular attention be paid to women and children in countries in which
terrorist organizations like ISIL and Boko Haram are active;

Condemns the deliberate destruction and systematic looting of cultural property and asks
that those responsible be held accountable and brought to justice;

Calls on parliaments to draw up a common strategy on citizens joining the ranks of such
organizations and proposes that techniques for exchanging information between States be
developed for that purpose;

Also calls on parliaments to adopt a common strategy to counter the remote recruitment of
combatants and propaganda on the Internet, especially on social networks;

Urges the competent UN bodies to adopt the emergency measures needed to support the
efforts being made on the ground by the countries of the Economic Community of Central
African States and the Economic Community of West African States, to fight Boko Haram;

Endorses the initiatives taken by the Lake Chad Basin Commission, the African Union and
the international community to find a solution to the problem, notably the establishment of
the Multinational Joint Task Force;

Reaffirms the significance of dialogue among the governments and parliaments of all
countries involved in the fight against terrorism.
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Intervention on “Sustainable Development Goals: Turning Words into Action”
by Hon. Mr. Surachai LIENGBOONLERTCHAI
First Vice - President of the National Legislative Assembly
at the 132" Assembly of the Inter - Parliamentary Union
March 2015, Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Mr. President, Distinguished Parliamentarians,

It is with great honor that | have the opportunity to address the 132™ Assembly of
the IPU today. | am particularly pleased that this year’s topic of discussion is: “Sustainable
Development Goals: Turning Words into Action”. This is because, for the past several
decades, sustainable development has been the underpinning principle for economic and
social development in Thailand. And, through the years, such principle has proven to be a
viable model for national.development, something which we are very proud of and we are

ready to share our experience with the rest of the world.

-As some. of you may be aware, for the people of Thailand, sustainable development
is much more than just a development philosophy. It is actually the new mindset for the
Thai way of life which embraces sustainability and long-term benefits.

Sustainable developrhént is known to us, the Thai people, under the name of
“settakit por pieng” or “Sufficiency Economy”. The philosophy of “Sufficiency Economy” has
been developed by our beloved monarch, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej, several
decades ago as a result of his tireless efforts to improve the livelihood and well-being of the
Thai people. | '

Since 1974, His Majesty has defined “Sufficiency Economy” as an economy upon
which a person can be self-reliant in sustaining his livelihood in a way that is “sufficient” for
him. Under this definition, the words “sufficient” and “sustainable” also encompass the need for
knowledge, moral integrity, moderation, rationality, social immunity and perseverance.

~ What the definition also means is that there is no “one size fits all” model for
economic and social development objectives. Local communities, large or small, will have
to decide what is suitable for them; decide how much development is “sufficient” and

decide how to “sustain” the economic and social environment that they prefer.

“Sufficiency Economy”, therefore, is truly a “people centered” and sustainable

approach to economic and social development.

More importantly, it is very adaptable to glbbal economic and sodial development noms.

Thus, we can clearly see the strong complementarity between “Sufficiency Economy” and



S

the “UN Millennium Development Goals”, the “Post-2015 Development Agenda” and the
development goals of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations or ASEAN.

On the part of the National Legislative Assembly of Thailand, from the start,
we have been working very closely with the Government, various governmental agencies
and the civil society to ensure that the policies in support of “Sufficiency Economy” are in
place and there is effective implementation of projects and initiatives under the “Sufficiency
Economy” philosophy. |

Moreover, during the past several months, at least six new laws have been approved
by the NLA with “Sufficiency Economy” as the guiding principle, ranging from laws on the
adrﬁinistration of marine and coastal resources, forest plantation and the administration of
agricultural land,  to laws on wildlife conservation and the banning of ivory trade.

These are some real life examples of how we, in Thailand, are turning sustainable
national development goals and the “Sufficiency Economy” philosophy into true action.

Mr. President, Distinguished Parliamentarians,

Let me assure you that, as members of the legislative branch of Thailand, my
colleagues and | at the National Legislative Assembly shall continue to work hard with all
parties concemed, be they domestic, regional or international, to push forward the Post - 2015
Development Agenda in an inspirational, inclusive and people-centered manner, with an aim
to achieving the development goals at the earliest possible date.

In pursuit of such goals, we shall continue to be guided by the wisdom of His
Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej and his “Sufficiency Economy” philosophy. We shall
continue to pursue this course because, over the years, it has proven to be the best, and
the most sustainable, path to economic and social development for our nation.

We shall continue to pursue this course because we believe that the experience
of “Sufficiency Economy” could be shared and serve as live examples for all countries
who aspire to develop their economy and society in a self-sufficient and sustainable
manner, in the same way that we do.

Thank you very much for your time and your kind attention.

| 3/D/OUNRUVNGRIEMAMIVUAUANA/A ~ speech - Intervention Mr. Surachal/26052558/14.02 hrs.



AMANUIN D.lo
N15USTYNAULATINITATEAL Y-
AUNINIFANIINNWAURNIN
warAuTuAITENINeUsEIne
(AMENTIUTSNTESTRY ARIET o)






$19fpsunaAnENITINBNTIdIsduRMWLaTA NSRS RIS EINA
lutade “sensnileived : aArudsssuismaneduinmuasanusiuassziulan”
(Cyber warfare : A serious threat to peace and global security)
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Mr. Chairman,

Cyber security is increasingly becoming a genuine concern for the global community
while there is an urgent need to address such concern, both at the national and international
levels, there is also the need to find the right balance between addressing security concerns

and protecting freedom of expression and rights of individuals.

In the view of my delegation, such balance can be achieved through intermnational
cooperation. In this way, neither the desire for security nor the desire to preserve individual

rights will have to be achieved at the expense of the other.

Such international cooperation can range from raising awareness, to sharing of learning

and experience, to sharing knowledge on cyber-related legislation.

Even we, in Thailand, attach high importance to addressing the growing threat from
cybercrime. But, in the end, the harsh reality is that no legislation would be able to regulate

 what is in cyberspace. ’

Therefore, 'what we should encourage is the raising of public awareness and promoting

responsibility in the use of the internet and IT technology:

And, this is where cooperation and support at the global level is much needed in order

for all of us to succeed.

Thank you.
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Cyber warfare: A serious threat to peace and global security

Comments on the resolution: Thailand

Mr. Chairperson, distinguished colleagues,

First, | would like to thank everyone for their productive inputs to this resolution on
cyber warfare. Security in the cyberspace is increasingly becoming a concern for the glbbal
community both at the national and international levels, there is also the need to find the right
balance between addressing cybersecurity concerns and protecting rights of individuals. And,
this is where cooperation and support at the global level is much needed in order for all of us |

to succeed.

In the view of my delegation, cybersecurity can be achieved through 4 important

international cooperation activities, including:

(1) Sharing of agreed definition of cyber-related terms
- (2) Raising public awareness,
(3) Promoting cybersecurity practices and culture

(4) Protection both national and cross-border critical information infrastructure

We would like to make the following suggestions to make the resolution more balanced:

Cyber warfare: A serious threat to peace - Comments
and global security

(8) Convinced that, because of the In the preambular paragraph 8 and 13, the

interconnectivity of military and civilian term malicious has too broad meaning and
computer networks, States should | does not precisely describe the intended
encourage the private sector and civil context in the cyber warfare domain.

society to play an appropriate role to Therefore, we suggest to replace the original -
improve the security and use of ICTs, wording “the malicious use of ICTs” with “the
including supply chain security for ICT use of ICTs as destructive weapons to national

products and services; also convinced that security”
that there is a need for regional and

international cooperation/concerted action




against threats resulting from the malicious
use of ICTs,

(15) Considering that there is a need to
strike a balance between security control of
computers and communication systems and
respect for individual privacy and State
secret,

In preambular paragraph 15, because the focus
is on the security of the nation, the “balance”
should, therefore, be between individual
privacy and national security. Furthermore,
we should be aware that cybersecurity
measure is a global sensitive issue.
Cybersecuﬁty control may violate the basic
individual rights of expression which could lead

| to protest from the Non-state actors.

At national level (5) Also encourages

parliaments to make use of all the oversight
tools at their disposal to ensure that cyber-
rel
monitored;

activities are rigorousl

In operative paragraph 5, the phrase “Ensuring
that cyber-related activities are rigorously
monitored” is a strong statement but not a
practical solution. The scope should be
limited to cybercrime. We suggest that “cyber-
related activities” be replaced with
“cybercriminal activities”.

At national level (8) Recommends that
parliaments ensure that appropriate
distinctions are made in legislation between
civilian and military cyber levels in order to

reasonably restrict citizens’ ability to

ma se of ICT tools;

The ICT tools referred in national operative
paragraph 8 are publicly available on the
Internet. Restricting citizen’s access will not be
an effective solution since there is no clear
distinction between ICT tools used by civilian
and military. Therefore, we suggest rerhoving
this operative paragraph.

Thank you for your consideration.
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As delivered on 30MAR15; 16.17 hrs.

“Follow - up on the IPU water governance resolution : Taking it forward”
Intervention
By Hon. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh
Member of the National Legislative Assembly
During the Interactive Debate of the IPU Standing Committee on
Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade
Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam
30 March 2015; 16.17 - 16.20 hrs.

(Note : At 16.17, the chairman of the session gave the floor to Hon. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh to

commence his interactive debate.)

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. Thailand is pleased with the IPU Resolution on water governance
and fully agrees that we must turn words into real action.

About 4 decades ago, Thailand faced huge problems on deforestation from shifting cultivation
and illegal logging, which adversely affected water sources and supply — especially for agriculture.

It was our King who made intervention so as to change the mindset of people to understand
the importance of ecosystem and sources of water conservation. Under His Majesty’s guidance
the governments and authorities managed to improve the situation, with comprehensive

people’s participation.

Thailand is now in a process to enact the Water Resources law, aiming at app{icétion of
comprehensive water management, focusing on the establishment of all - levelled water
administration, water usage and conservation measures, as well as enhancing people’s
participation.

In doing so, we follow H.M. the King's initiatives for comprehensive management and hands - on
action not only on water, but also on restoration and conservation of ecosystems, including

reforestation, and soil restoration, etc.

For us, 3 things must go hand in hand : Forest, Water, and Soil. These are not only for agriculture

but also for industries, and for the well - being of all people in the country.

' Drafted and delivered by
Hon. Mr. Kitti Wasinondh
Member of the National Legislative Assembly

7/D/WAgEIUEMAMIgEAVYIWIPUL32 Intervention_Hon Kitti_2™ Standing Committee/21-05-2558/15.35 u.
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Intervention
. On
“Implementation of the 2012 IPU resolution on Access to health as a basic right :
the role of parliaments in addressing key challenges to securing*

the health of women and children”

by Hon. Miss Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr

Mermber of the National Legislative Assembly
during the 132" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

at the National Convention Centre (NCCQ),

Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Madam Chair Parliamentarians and colleagues, ‘

Thailand ratified the key Human Rights Instruments which related to the
health of women and children. As woman parliamentarian, | believe that we aré obliged to
legislate the law in conformity to the international health instruments which will be one of
the key to build the sustainable development society in the long run.

In order to be in line with the WHO’s Universal Health Coverage the Act on
the “National Health Security” was enacted in 2002 and has successfully helped the people
to have access to health care services. These also concemn With- the Bill on Anti-Human

Trafficking enacted in 2008.

Mr. Chairperson,

After the political crisis on May last year, The National Legislative Assembly has
approved more legalization to benefit to the country as ever. The NLA also pass many laws
to guarantee that the life of women ana children are protected such as Gender Equality Bill
and the latest advanced and the most controversial subject is the Bill on Protection of
Children Born with Assisted Reproductive Technologies which passed the third reading on 19
February 2015. The Bill is recognized as one of the key challenges on passing the law to
prevent Thailand from being an international commercial surrogacy destination. It also
protect the rights of children born through assisted reproductive technologies.

In additions, The National Legislative Assembly has set up the Ad Hoc
committee to protect the children at the time born before this law was introduced to make
sure that the children who was born with the assisted reproductive technologies will be

protected before and after the law implementation.



Apart from passing the law, the NLA also organize the seminar on the
Reproduc’tive Health Bill by the Standing Committee on the Social Development and
Children, Youth, Women, the Elderly, the Disabled and the Underprivileged Affairs. This will
give the opportunity to the people and related parties to debate on the draft bill which
helps to protect and prevent the pregnancy in teenagers and reduce the maternal and child
deaths. | guess this is the universal problems as we heard in this session, Thailand also has
high pregnancy rate among teenégers and we will put strong effort to correct that. We will
- continue to look after women and children’s health security for the years to come.

Thank you very much




Intervention
On
“The Convention on the Rights of the Child 25 years on :
Are children’s lives better”
by Hon. Miss Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr
Member of the National Legislative Assembly

during the 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

at the National Convention Centre (NCC),

Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Madam Chairperson, Parliamentarians and Colleagues,

Thailand has turning the words into action by having a giant leap towards the
rights of the child. On the nutrition side, we have many projects to support. We promote
agriculture for lunch project which was initiated by Princess Sirindhorn since 1980 and we
also launch milk project to all schools nationwide since 1992, which we are up on speed for
that.

However, on violence against children we are still on an early stage to protect
. children’s physical and medical Wellbeing, As a member of the Thai National Legislative
Assembly, | have the right to propose the private bill on children to the NLA. As a result, the
Criminal Code amendment was proposed on 19" February this year and it is now passed the
first reading. The final reading will be vbted soon. This is to be in line with the international
law and the Convention on the Rights of the Child which we ratified since 1992. Hopefully,
the law will protect our children from the pedophilia and we must implement the law

accordingly.

Finally, 1 hope that both regional and international level especially our
neighboring countries in ASEAN and soon to be ASEAN Community will push forward this
legislation toward the same direction to protect the children’s rights as a whole and giving
the priority to address and enact the law to promote on children’s rights and to protect
them from physical and mental violence in order to be their voices as well as to conform to

the Convention.







Intervention
On
“Democracy in the digital era and the threat to privacy and individual freedom’
by Hon. Miss Jintanant Chaya Subhamitr

:

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
during the 132™ Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
at the National Convention Centre (NCC),
Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Madam Chairperson, Parliamentarians and Colleagues,

The Government of Thailand has recently launched a new strategic policy to
promote “Digital Economy Sociéty" which aims to make Thailand more competitive and
better equipped to compete in the global digital economy. In an effort to facilitate the
~ transformation to the digital economy, 10 draft bills have been proposed and approved in
principle, including 2 important draft bills which promote cybersecurity and privacy
protection in the digital era. They are: (1) the draft bill on Cyber Security Protection which
stipulates the regulations on cyber security and the establishment of the National Cyber
Security Protection Committee as a state agency and (2) the draft bill on Data Privacy which
includes specification of regulations on collection, utilization or disclosure of, and guidelines -
for, individual data privacy protection. In addition, it also covers the rights of data owners,

complaint regulations, and the establishment of the Data Privacy Protection Committee.

As we move toward the digital era, easy access to the Internet inevitably allows the
rise of misuse, such as cyberbullying, Internet scamming, child pornography distribution, and
online fraud. Such activities have the potential to affect citizens’ fundamental rights. In this
regard, parliamentarians should encourage and support the development of laws which
carefully balance the need to effectively prosecute criminals with the protection of

individual rights in the cyber world.

Thank you very much.
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Intervention on “Cyber warfare : a serious threat to peace and global security
during the 132™ Assembly of the Inter - Parliamentary Union
by Hon. Mrs. Surangkana Wayuparb
Member of the National Legislative Assembly
in the meeting of Women Parliamentarian
on 28 March 2015

at the National Convention Centre (NCC)

Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Mr. Chairpe-rson, distinguished colleagues,

Cyber security is increasingly becoming a true concern for the global comm’unity
while there is an urgent need to address such concern, both at the national and
international levels, there is also the need to find the right balance between addressing
security concerns and protecting rights of individuals.

Our collective concern on the need to monitor cyber - related activities is well
reflected in the draft resolution before you. It is our view, however, that such action should
be limited to only cybercriminal - related activities. :

Another point we would like to raise is that we should exercise extreme caution
when associating “cyber warfare” and “armed conflict” since the definition of “cyber
warfare” is not yet agreed. Furthermore, the distinction between ICT tools used by civilian
and military is not clear. Regularly, ICT tools used by cyber criminals are already publicly
available on the Internet. Therefore, restricting citizen’s access to such tools will not be a

practical solution.

In the view of my delegation, such balance can be achieved through international
cooperation. In this way, neither the desire for security nor the desire to preserve individual
rights will have to be achieved at the expense of the other. Such intermational cooperation
can range from raising public awareness, to sharing of learning and experience, to sharing
knowledge on cyber - related legislation

Even we, in Thailand, attach high importance to addressing the growing threat
from cybercrime. The Government of Thailand has recently launched a new strategic policy
to promote “Digital Economy Society” which aims to make Thailand more competitive and
better equipped to compete in the global digital economy. In an effort to promote
cybersecurity and privacy protection in the digital era, 10 draft bills have been proposed and
approved in principle, including 2 important draft bills. They are : (1) the draft bill on Cyber



2.

Security Protection which stipulates the regulations on cyber security and (2) the draft bill
on Data Privacy which covers regulations on collection, utilization and disclosure of personal
data.

And, this is where cooperation and support at the global level is much needed in
order for all of us to succeed.

Thank you.
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Beijing + 20 and Its Follow Up
Intervention delivered by
, Hon. Mrs. Bilaibhan Sampatsiri
Chairwoman of the Committee on Foreign Affairs of the National Legislatfve
Assembly
On the occasion of the 21° Meeting of Women Parliamentarians
28" March 2015

Hanoi, Socialist Republic of Vietnam

Madam Chairperson, Distinguished Parliamentarians,

The 20™ anniversary of the adoption of the Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, of the

Fourth World Conference on Women, is truly is auspicious occasion that deserves celebration.

For the past 20 years, successive govemmenfs of Thailand and legislators have taken their
obligations under the Beijing Declaration very seriously. Thus, the empowerment of women
and the removal of obstacles to their ability to actively participate in all spheres of public and

private activities with equality, have been high on their agenda.

Twenty years have passed and Thailand has come a long way. The 1997 Constitution and the
2007 Constitution guaranteed equal rights for women. In 2007, a law protecting victims.of
dome-stic violence has been enacted. In 2008, a law gave women the choice on how they
want to be formally and publicly addressed. Alsc in 2008, a law against human trafficking,
especially of women and children, was enacted. In 2012, the law allowing women to take
maternity leave for a total of 90 days was not only upheld, but the Ministry of Labor also
issued a directive encouraging employers to allow men employees to take leave to support

their expecting wives.

Most recently, the current National Legislative Assembly, overwhelmingly supported efforts to
increase the penalty against child pornography and the use of electronic media for such
purpose. Efforts are also underway to close the legal loophole which allows sex offenders to

evade criminal charges by agreeing to marry sexually abused women or underage women.
As | have mentioned, we have indeed come a long way since 1995.

As a woman legislator, | am also particularly proud of the fact that Thailand is well placed
when it comes to the percentage of women in public and private management positions. As a woman,
lam the chairperson of a key committee of the National Legislative Assembly, which is the Foreign

Relations Committee.

/ Prior to becoming...



it

Prior to becoming a legislator, | was a top executive of large and successful businesses. There
was never a moment when | felt that | was the inferior gender or that personal or professional

impediments have been placed before me simply because | am a women.

To give you some idea on how far the Thai society has evolved when Iit comes to the political,
economic and social equality of women in society. In 2013, Thailand is among top ten
countries of the world with the highest percentage of women in senior positions, both in the
government and the private sector. Thirty-six percent of senior positions in government and
private sectors in Thailand were occupied by women. This is four percent higher than the

average in ASEAN nations and 11 percent higher than the average in Europe.

| am convinced that this trend will continue in the foreseeable future due to many reasons.
Firstly, for the past 18 years or so, equal rights for women have been guaranteed by the
nation’s highest legal instrument, the constitution. Secondly, women are entitled to equal
access to education. In fact, in Thailand, more girls graduated from high school than boys. This
provides girls with greater opportunity to seek high paying jobs. And, thirdly, Thailand’s low

unemployment rate provides women with greater participation in the job market.

Therefore, there is no doubt in my mind that women in Thailand have a very good chance of
succeeding in any chosen ﬂeld. There will continue to be chatlengés for them, of course. But
the impediments will no longer be insurmountable. The main obstacles of gender inequality
have been removed almost two decades ago by the Beijing Declaration and Platform for
Action, of the Fourth World Conf_erence on Women. The Declaration will continue to provide
us with the necessary guidance énd will continue to help guarantee the success of women in
Thailand.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Suggested Talking Points

1. The discussions on the post-2015 development agenda have gained increasing momentum as we
are reaching the target date for achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) by the end of
this year.

2. As the Open Working Group (OWG) on Sustainable Development Goals of the General
Assembly has already concluded its work, Thailand expects to see the OWG's proposals as the basis
for integrating sustainable development goals into the post-2015 development agenda, which will be
adopted by the High-Level Summit this September in New York.

3. In undertaking sustainable development, Thailand has adopted His Majesty the King of
Thailand’s Sufficiency Economy Philosophy as the guiding principle for cunent economic and
social development plan.

4. Sufficiency Economy Philosophy is a sustainable development model which can be applied
universally. It stresses on the need to strengthen community, to ensure a balanced way of life, with full
respect for the environment.

5. In this connection, Thailand is ready to share with you and other countries on how to apply
Sufficiency Economy as a sustainable development model.

6. In ASEAN, we are also formulating ASEAN Post 2015 vision and ASEAN Development Goals,
which should be consistent with the post 2015 development agenda.

7. In our view, despite considerable progress made by the MDGs, many countries still lag behind in
achieving the Goals. Therefore, all of us should mobilize an all-out effort to make the final push in
realizing them. -

8. It is also necessary for all of us to work together in shaping what comes after the MDGs. For
Thailand, the post-2015 development agenda should be universal and applicable to all. It should
aim to lift people out of poverty, while respecting people’s basic rights and the environmeant.

9. In our view, poverty eradication and addressing inequalities are key challenges. Universal
Health Coverage (UHC) and disasters risk reduction and preparedness are important tools to
poverty eradication.

10. The post-2015 development agenda must be people-centred and inclusive. Women should be
empowered to take greater part in the development agenda. The special needs of LDCs, LLDCs and
SIDS should also receive visible priority.

11. The post-20135 development agenda should also aim to achieve the following key elements:

- Ensuring sustainability: It is indispensable to further pursue sustained and inclusive
economic growth and decent job creation. Education for all and quality education as well as
vocational education are keys to create quality human capital. The post-2015 development agenda

should also take into account the “inter-generational” aspect of development. Our achievements today
should not place undue burdens on firture generations. Water, food and energy security are the key




sustainability areas. _
- Building resilience: The post-2015 development agenda should incorporate instruments that
help absorb shocks and build resilience. Fundamental health-related goals of MDGs are still relevant
but the post-2015 development agenda should be more ambitious. It is important that everyone
should have access to health coverage. Moreover, our hard-won development gains can be wiped
out overnight by increasingly common large-scale natural disasters. Therefore, disaster risk
reduction and preparedness should be incorporated into the post-2015 development agenda.

- Reducing inequality: All of the above attempts will be meaningless if the fruits of sustainable
development cannot be shared by all parts of society. While the intemational community has made
overall progress towards achieving MDGs, interal disparity persists in many parts of the world. The
post-2015 development agenda should strive to address both international and internal disparity.
Furthermore, at the national level, government has to make serious efforts to reach out to vulnerable
groups in the society.

- Means of implementation: Thailand attaches great importance to the means of implementation
to achieve sustainable goals and targets. In addition to sustainable financial resources, knowledge
and know-how as well as science, technelogy and innovation are equally important. Data
revolution is indispensable. The rule of law and good governance need to be strengthened to ensure
accountability, transparency and equality as well as to guarantee human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The genuine partnership for development must be forged encompassing
multi-stakeholders.
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Suggested Talking Points

Thailand’s Political commitment fto promote water security and integrated water resources
management

e As a member of the United Nations’ Open Working Group on Sustainable
Development Goals, Thailand believes that in addition to access to safe drinking water and
sanitation, the challenges of water scarcity and integrated water resources management need to
be addressed at the highest level.

e Water is one of the crucial factors to sustainability, affecting food and energy
security as well as ecosystem, integrated water resources management should be
incorporated into the Post-2015 Development Agenda and the forthcoming Sustainable
Development Goals. :

Thailand'’s Flood Experience in 2011

o Since experiencing the worst flood in Thailand’s modern history in 2011, which the
World Bank ranked it as the world’s fourth most severe natural disaster in terms of economic
losses, Thailand has put greater emphasis on water management policy.

e From 2012, Thailand has put in place a new water management and.flood
prevention system, which focuses on four areas, namely, protection, preparation, response
and recovery or 2P2R. Such measures were guided by the wisdom of His Majesty the King of
Thailand who spent his entire life helping the Thai people address water challenges and have
greatly promoted Thailand’s water resilience and water-related disaster mitigation.

e Thailand also accords high priority to integrated water management organizations as
a single command authority to coordinate all water management works which is capable of
making prompt decision while monitoring day-to-day situations and during times of crisis.

Enhancing Water Cooperation: Looking beyond the regional to the world
e From our experiences, Thailand became more convinced than ever that
a comprehensive and integrated approach to water management is the best way forward.
e Thailand believes that our task ahead is to enhance international cooperation on
raising awareness, sharing, exchange and dissemination of scientific and technical knowledge,
as well as best practices, related to integrated water resources management.
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As of 23 February 2015

(Draft ) Suggested Talking Points
Interactive Debate
The United Nations Affairs

e Commemorate the 70" anniversary of the founding of the United Nations.

e Throughout its history, the UN is a key driving force on development of global governance
for the international community. Its accomplishments are expansive and cover many
important aspects, including peace, security, human rights, environment and development.

e After 70 years, the UN is currently facing harder challenges than ever, especially those of
non-tradition, such as terrorism, transnational crime, climate change, natural disaster, and
epidemics.

¢ This brings about the question whether the UN is still “fit for its purpose”.

¢ All members of the UN are aware that the UN mechanisms, including the UNSC, are in
need of reform, to increase transparency and accountability of the management and
effectiveness of its operation. However the road to reform is not without difficulty. The UN
members still cannot tune the common view upon the means and methods.

e While the path to reform is discussed seriously in the club, the cooperation between the UN
and other international organizations are essential. My delegation commends the initiative
in 1996 when the cooperation agreement between the UN and IPU was established, followed
with closer collaboration in 2002 when the UN General Assembly granted permanent
observer status to the [PU.

o As the parliaments represent peoples and their interests, the IPU should perform as a
bridge between the UN and the people, by encouraging dialogue amongst all stakeholders
at both the national and international levels. The IPU’s role in the reform process will be
crucial in presenting the people’s interests to the UN and the international community and
delivering the message to the global club.

e The IPU can also contribute substantively more on current global issues and have rising
voices in the international forum. For the year 2015, the issues of sustainable development,
disaster, climate change and financing for development become the key UN agenda.

o In this light, my delegation has given priority to public participation in the law making
process. This is in line with Goal 16 of the proposed Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs), which is to “...build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
level”'. The IPU has emphasized on the approach in implementing the proposed SDGs as
a part of the Post-2015 Development Agenda.

e The people-centred approach is very important in bringing about sustainable development,
especially in the era of globalization where technology and social media play crucial roles in
continuing conversation on current global issues. Therefore, we, the member of the IPU, must
find a way to make use of those opinions and come up with strategies to catch up with the
rapidly growing social media world.

o Thailand hopes that the IPU will continue to develop close relationships with the UN. Also
it is important that the UN maintains close coordination and fosters dialogue with other
institutions for the benefit of the international community as a whole. :

]

! Goal 16: Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide access to
justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all [evels.
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e Welcome the opportunity to meet with Belarusian members of Parliament today and
to discuss how to promote Thai-Belarusian relations and cooperation.

e Support exchanges of visits and meetings at all levels on appropriate occasions
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o Welcome ‘the signing on 12 March 2014 of the Agreement Between Thailand and
Belarus on Visa Exemption for Holders of Diplomatic and Official Passports. It is the first
governmental agreement between the two countries and, therefore, marks an important step
in promoting exchanges of visits at the government level. Urge both sides to expedite their
domestic procedures so that the Agreement will come into force soonest.
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e Thailand wants to enhance economic relations with Belarus. Nowadays, the Thai
private sector is interested in diversifying their trade and investments in new markets,
including the CIS.

e Encourage Belarus to send trade missions to Thailand or participate in international
trade fairs organized in Thailand every year in order to promote the country and its products.
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Affairs is now revising the Regulations governing the Appointment and Functions of Honorary
Consular Officers of Thailand. It is expected to be completed soon. Once completed, we will
submit the matters to the Cabinet for approval. |

e Openi . onsulate-General of Belarus in Thailand and Appointment ©
" its Honorary Consul-General - Will support the Belarusian request to open an Honorary
Consulate-General in Thailand. It will serve as another channel of promoting bilateral relations
and cooperation. If the Belarusian Government has decided on the person to be appointed as
its Honorary Consul-General in Thailand, kindly notify us of the nomination at the earliest
opportunity so that we can proceed with the request.
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1. Overview and reassurance

Thailand is making constant progress in implementing the roadmap towards, sustainable
democracy. We are now in the second stage of the roadmap. The drafting of the new
Constitution is currently ongoing and expected to be complete by July 2015. Meanwhile,
the government, the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) and the National Reform
Council (NRC) are jointly working to proceed on comprehensive reform to put the
country on a stronger democratic path. We hope that our friends and partners will support
us through this transitional period.

General Prayut Chan-o-cha, Prime Minister of Thalland has reaffirmed on several
occasions Thailand’s commitment under international oblzgatlons particularly those
related to human rights principles.

The limitations that have been put in place are only. those necessary to prevent further
disruption in order to create an environment conducive to reform. They are temporary and
under constant review. :

Thailand continues to push forward the coun’u?’ s human rights development agenda in
many areas including the recently approved 3™ National Human Rights Plan by the
Cabinet. The plan will serve as a framework for all government agencies to apply the
promotion and protection of human rights more efficiently in their works.

A number of human rights-related laws have also been passed or upgraded including the
Gender Equality Act. At present, Thailand-is also in the process of submitting to the
United Nations Secretary General Office an instrument of withdrawal of the interpretative -
declaration with respect to the Article 18 of the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CRPD), which is in line with Thailand’s voluntary pledge under the 1% cycle

of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in 2011.

Progress on the 3-phase roadmap

The Constitutional Drafting Committee (CDC) is now draf’tmU the new Constitution based
on inputs from the National Reform Council (NRC) and the Natmn_al Legislative
Assembly (NLA) as well as other academic institutions.

The draft Constitution is expected to be approved by the NRC and glven Royal assent by

' December 2015. The general elections are envisaged in the first quarter of 2016.

In case where consensus requires a referendum on the new Constitution, this process will

take place between March — April 2016, in which case elections will be held by mid-2016..

Important topics that have been considered so far by the CDC include, among other things,
the formulation of a fair electoral system, the selection of the Prime Minister, the

“composition of the Senate, and the human rights body.

2. Human rights-related issues

1) Arbitrary arrest and detention
» After the NLA voted to impeach Ms. Yingluck Shinawatra, former Prime Mu:uster in late

January, the NCPO asked some individuals, mainly prominent political figures from previous
government, to report themselves in order to seek their cooperation in refraining from
conducting any activities, which may incite further public divisiveness. Most of them were

allowed to return home within the same day:
There has been no report of brutal torture of any kind. All those who reported themselves
were treated with dignity. :



2) Freedom of expression

Recently, many countries in the world are facing the challenges in trying to strike a
balance between freedom of expression and freedom of rehglon or belief. We all have
witnessed several appallmg tragedies that were caused by imbalances and mismanagement of
those two values. It is important that freedom of expressmn be used in a way that does not
insult any faith or belief system, be they religions or main institutions.

Thailand fully respects freedom of expression and believes it is a basic foundation of a
democratic society. Nevertheless, when the exercise of freedom of expression creates more
hatred among people and lead to social divisions, as a responsible government, measures
must be taken. :

The government, therefore, seeks the cooperation from all parties, including the media, in
avoiding sending out distorted and provocative messages, in particular the so-called hate
speech, during this very important reconciliation period of the country.

Apart from the need for the government to closely monitor the expression of opinions that
may cause further divisiveness or violence, the freedom of expression especially in a
constructive manner remains to be upheld. In this regard, the government is trying to
ensure the reform as well as the constitutional drafting processes are inclusive. Greater -
efforts have also been made to open for discussion and dialogues with various groups of
people both within the Thai society as well as from our friendly countries.

In addition, it is important to note that freedom of expression should be exercised in an
appropriate context, which means time, place and manner. Inappropriate exercise that
irritates public comfort and safety and results in a public nuisance is considered to be a
petty case in Thai Criminal Code.

The case of five students who showed the three-finger salute in front of the Prime Minister
while he was delivering a speech on the stage in Khon Kaen illustrates the case in point.
Their arrest was not because of the exercise of freedom of expression but rather, the act of

.public nuisance. (They were however released within the same day.)

Lése-majesté law :
The Thai monarchy has been a pillar of stability in Thailand. The Thai sense of identity is
closely linked to the monarchy, an institution that dates back more than 700 years. The
institution, to this day, contmues to play a unifying role and symbolizes the unity of the
Thai communities.

The Lése-majesté law is part of Thailand’s Criminal Code. It gives protection to the rights or
reputations of the King, the Queen, the Heir-apparent, or the Regent in a similar way libel
law does for commoners. The law is put in place to protect the rights or reputations of the
institutions and to uphold national security and public order. Itis not a1med at curbing
people’s rights to freedom of expression.

As with other criminal offences, proceedings on Iése-majesté cases are conducted in _
accordance with due legal process. In some cases, there has been an involvement of other
agencies such as the DSI in order to ensure a fair trial, considering sensitivity and
complication of such cases.

Some of the cases that have been currently prosecuted under Section 112 of the Criminal
Code actually took place since previous governments including the case of Mr. Patiwat
Saraiyaem.

3) Freedom of assembly

Measures that are put in place with regard to right of assembly are based on necessny to
restore stability and avoid further violence.



The authorities have so far exercised restraint w1th rega:d to pubhc activities as far as it does
not seek to re-ignite social division or incite hatred.

Parties who wish to organise public activities are requested to notify or consult

. government authorities in advance to avoid disruptions and ensure facilitation.

4)

OHCHR, for example, has been in close coordination with the MFA. and a number of their h
meetings on human rights-related issues have been facilitated and organized in Thailand.

The draft laws related to the right to freedom of assembly and of association have gained
serious attention by the government as well as the NLA. That is in order to ensure a better
exercise of those rights while maintaining a decent public order. This, among others,
includes (1) the draft Public Assembly Act and (2) the draft Labour Relanons Act and the
State Enterprise Labour Relations Act.

The draft Public Assembly Act is intended to regulate assemblies in public places in order
to preserving public order and the safety of individuals, not only those affected but also
the protestors. It.does not aim to restrict fréedom of assembly and freedom of expression
of the people. The draft Act is currently under review and the government has been open
for comments. Inputs from OHCHR in this regard have also been taken into consideration. .
The amendments of the Labour Relations Act and the State Enterprise Labour Relations
Act, which aimed to help promote the labour rights to assemble and to form trade unions,
is due to be submitted to the Cabinet for consideration The amendments of both Acts Wlﬂ
mark an important step towards becoming a signatory to the ILO Conventions No. 87
concerning Freedom of Association and Protection of the Right to Organize and No. 98
concerning the Right to Organize and Collective Bargaining, to which Thailand had
voluntarily pledged during its first UPR Review in 2011.

The application of the Martial Law

From the begmmng, the Martial Law has been used sparmgly only as necessary to
maintain peace and order. Measures under the Martial Law have been progressively:

- reviewed and relaxed.

5)

6)

. In reality, the effects of the Martial Law are not felt by the general pubhc

The government has been suggested to lift the Martial Law gradually, starting with some
tourist destinations. The government is considering the possibility of such proposals.
Nevertheless, there still have been few isolated incidents of violence including the recent
one in central Bangkok. That again calls for the need for the authorities to review and

assess the situation. There have also been public debates on this and their reactions are

still mixed.

Martial Court Gf razsed)

The NCPO has been careful with the use of Martial Courts with civilians. Only a limited
number of civilians who are accused of committing serious offences are submitted to the
Martial Courts. These offences include those relating to weapons and firearms, murder,
failure to comply with the NCPO’s order (e.g. prohibition of assembly for political purposes),
royal defamation and cybercrime which are deemed to be threat to national security. :
The defenders before martial court are entitled to have lawyers. The judges of the martial
court comprise distinguished military commanders together with legal professionals with
law degree, trainings, membership of the Thai Bar Association, as well as work experience
as lawyers. :
Progress on Torture (if raised)

Thailand is in the process of amending domestic legislation to ensure better
implementation in line with international obligations that Thailand is party to, particularly




the Convention against Torture (CAT) and the International Conventlon for the Protection
of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (CED)

The Ministry of Justice and other relevant agencies are now drafting the Prevention and
Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance Act which will serve as a tool for
implementing CAT and CED.

Thailand is also studying the possibility of becoming a party to the Optional Protocol to
the CAT (OPCAT).

7) Proposal to merge the National Human Rights Council and the Ombudsman

(if raised)

The Constitution Drafting Committee (CDC) is carefully con51denng the proposal to
merge the National Human Rights Council (NHRC) and the Ombudsman into one organ
under the name of “The Office of the Ombudsman and Human Rights Protection”. The
aim is to boost-and enhance the agencies’ efficiency and allow them to help the public
better. :

The proposal is still under consideration. We continue to look at the pros and cons of such
proposal and are open for useful comments and inputs from various parties concerned and
interested countries. -
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STATEMENT BY
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE
NATIONAL LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF THAILAND

29 JANUARY 2015

....................

The Foreign Relations Committee of the National Legislative Assembly o:f'-]fha_ifa;nd_f has been closely
following news reports on the recent visit to Thailand.by His Excellency Me: Dafiel R-Russel, UsS.
Assistant Secretary of State, with interest. We would like to expréss our con d gﬁﬁébﬁéqn__tmgnt_
over many of the comments made by Mr. Russel during such visit, Rk o C e

Please note that the Foreign Relations Committee attaches highimperta
rélations and cooperation in various dimensions between Thailand and the
indeed a close friend of Thailand, with wham our friendship has continized:to grow fo
180 years. The U.S. is also an important trading partper, w;‘:_‘z;;maﬂghd;
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The National Legistative Assembly, the current Thai Gavernment and all government agencies, attach

the highest importance to the fight against COUUDHOH Thisis in Ime with International principles
upheld by governments around the world, inc!uding that of the Umted States, Mare impo rtaht,l\;, in
the case of the previous government's rice mortgage scheme, there are indisputable e‘.rtdence
showing that acts of corruption did exist, causing damages to the amount of hundreds of billians of
baht to the state, which is unprecedented in Thai poht;cai hiSIO{“j nd has placed s burdeﬁ of
financial debt on to the Thai population for. deches to come.. ST

What is important is that, the process of smpeachmen* foffic o!dn{s. i5a iawful t-‘Jrocess wh:ch is
accepted and practiced by the ma;onw of cou" ;
Itis also normally assured. that the
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- The laws which related to the information technologies should be revised
properly and regularly in order to keep up with the advanced technologies that has been
changed.

- Thailand enacted the Computer Crime Act (B.E. 2550) since 2007. The law
stipulated that all Thais have the lawful right to access internet freely as far as it is not in
violation of rights and liberties of other persons or good morals. L\doreover_, the
consideration of two bills which are the bill on Cyber Securify and the bill on personal
data protection which protect the users’ personal data as far as it does not vlotate the
national security. The expanslon of enac’tmg new law will help people to enjoy their rights

e

and dignity while the related authorities can also maintain natlonal secunty | Wiafaniu [TI1 ]:1uﬂem‘fuuam’uma‘qm;niu&qm:
- As parliamentarians we should develop the law on cybercrime, bringing Promote ks Protect Digital Economy snnmvinlullimes
about the transparency into the society and complying with the Fnternati'onal human national security,

. Cybersecurity bill faudhszfmasfuilednlnueffdana
rights standar

\ nrenume Economy Way Quality of Life

Persanal Data Protection faunuadieyasmuyamn fuuali

L vactinyamardazilulioysiteylu Cyberspace

Winsnriu [TJ2]: Cybercrime fiU International Human rights
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- Cyber warfare: A serious threat to peace and global security
(Standing Committee on Peace and International Security)
Suggested talking points

® Although women can benefit from cyberspace, it is noted that the
victimization of women in the cyberspace is on the raise. Women continue to be subjected
to harassment, statking, and violence online since most offenders are male.

® Thaitand has developed cyber laws in recent years. The draft of Cybersecurity
Bitl, the draft of Fersenal Data Protection Bill. and the amendment of Computer Crime Act have
been lately approved by the curent cabinet and are under review by Council of State before
proposed to the National Legislative Assembly in order to counter online threats to economy,
society ond national sectirity. '

# As women parliamentarians, it is vital for us to take cybercrimes against
women Into account ond make every effort to provide legal protection for women and
cirls. Cyber legislation should defend not only women’s security ond privacy, but also the
}“reedom. of e;«;oressr'onl Laws review and development are needed to catch up with ICT

development as well. Campaigning and raising awareness among female users would assist
them to avoid being victimized by cyber offender. In addition, cooperating and sharing
information at regional and international levels are essential to decrease a cybercrime
against wormen.
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Talking points on Cyber warfare: A serious threat to peace

and global security

Cyber warfare: A serious threat to peace
and global security

Talking points

(15) Considering that there is a need to strike a
balance between security control of computers
and communication systems and respect for
individual privacy and State secret,

The emphasis should be on the security of the
nation. The aforementioned “balance”
should, therefore, be between privacy and
national security. (not state secret)

At national level (5) Also encourages
parliaments to make use of all the oversight
tools at their disposal to ensure that cyber-
related activities are rigorously monitored;

“Ensuring that cyber-related activities are
rigorously monitored” is a strong statement
and too broad. We suggest that the sentence
be removed or revised. For example, “cyber-
related activities” be replaced with
“cybercrirﬁinal activities”.

At national level (8) Recommends that
parliaments ensure that appropriate distinctions
are made in legislation between civilian and
military cyber levels in order to reasonably

restrict citizens’ ability to make use of ICT tools;

There’s no clear distinction between ICT tools
used by civilian and military any more.
Nowadays, tools used by cyber criminals are
readily available for download or purchase
from the Internet. Restricting citizen’s access

will not be an effective solution.

At national level (6) Recommends that

parliaments from States which have not yet
done so request that their respective
governments expressly state that international
law, including the law of armed conflict, must
apply to cyber warfare in order to ensure that
limits are placed on the use of cyber operations
as a means and method of warfare while noting
that the exact manner of application is still a
matter under international discussion;

Since the definition of cyber warfare is not yet
clearly defined, we should exercise caution
with stating the sameness with armed conflict.
A massive attack targeting a nation may
originétes from one individual using service
procured from the Internet or miss-configured
telecommunication equipment. (For example:
botnet for hire)

ETDA
25 March 2015
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

In accordance with the Union's Statutes, this 17-member body oversees the administration
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and provides advice to the Governing Council.

The 15 members of the Executive Committee are elected by the Council for a fouryear term.
The President of the IPU s an ex officio member and President of the Committee. The President of
the Co-ordinating Committee of Women Parliamentarians is an ex offico member of the Executive
Comnmittee for a two-year tern which can be renewed once. Not less than 12 members of the Executive
Committee are elected from among members of the Goveming Council and at least three
members must be women,

The Executive Committee advises the Council on matters relating to affiliation and
reaffiliation to the Union, fixes the date and place of Council sessions and establishes their
provisional agenda. It also proposes to the Council the annual work programme and budget
of the Union. The Executive Committee controls the administration of the Secretariat as well
as its activities in the execution of the decisions taken by the Assembly and the Council. The
Executive Committee works in accordance with its Rules.

CURRENT COMPOSITION OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Updated on 12 May 2015

Expiry o
Members e
term
. " October
Ex-officio President: ' Mr. S. Chowdhury (Bangladesh) 2'01_{
) . _ October
Vice-President of the Executive Committee: ~ Mr. F.M. Drilon (Philippines) 2015
IPU Vice-Presidents: Mr. R.M.Kh. Al Sharigi (United )
) April 2017
Arab Emirates)
_ October
Ms. N. Motsamai (Lesotho)
2015
October

" Mr. V. Senko (Belarus)
' 2017



Mr. D. Vivas (Venezuela)
To be appointed (12+)

Members: Mr. R. del Picchia (France)

Ms. Z. Drif Bitat (Algeria)
Ms. A. Habibou (Niger)

Ms. R. Kadaga (Uganda)

Mr. N. Lammert (Germany)

Ms. M. Mensah-Williams
(Namibia)

Ms. I. Passada (Uruguay)
Mr. M.R. Rabbani (Pakistan)
Mr. N. Schrijver (Netherlands)

Mr. S. Suzuki (Japan)

Vacancy (United Kingdom)*

October
2016

October
2018

October
2018

March 2019

Qctober
2015

October
2015

March 2016

October
2015 -

October
2015

Qctober
2017

October
2018

October
2017

* The member of the Executive Committee from this country has ceased to be a

parliamentarian. In accordance with Article 25-6 of the Statutes, an election shall be held at

the next session of the Governing Council. If the newly elected member is from a different
parliament than the outgoing member, he/she will serve a full term. Otherwise, the new

member shall complete the term of office of his/her predecessor.
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COMMITTEE ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS OF PARLIAMENTARIANS

The members of the Committee, who serve five-year terms, are elected in a personal
capacity in such a way as to ensure that all the world's different civilizations and political
systems are represented. The functioning of the Committee is governed by its Rules and
Practices as well as by the Procedure for the examination and treatment of complaints. The

Committee's membership is currently as follows:

Updated on 14 April 2015
Expiry of term

President: ~ Ms. A. Clywd (United Kingdom) April 2017
Vice-President: Mr. A.B.M. Fazle Karim Chowdhury (Bangladesh) July 2018
Members: Mr. A.A. Alaradi (Bahrain) April 2020
Mr. B. Fabritius (Germany) October 2019
Ms. C. Giaccone (Argentina) April 2017
Mr. AA Gueye (Senegal) March 2019
Ms. M. Kiener Nellen (Switzerland) April 2017
Mr. J.P. Letelier (Chile) October 2016

Mr. B. Mbuku-Laka (Democratic Republic of the Congo) October 2017
Ms. |. Stgjberg (Denmark) October 2017









