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Leader of the Delegation
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Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs

Member of Bureau of IPU Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs
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First Vice-Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
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Second Vice-Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Social, Children, Youth,
Women, the Elderly, the Disabled and the Underprivileged Affairs

Member of Bureau of Women Parliamentarians
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Secretary to the NLA Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs

Member of Bureau of IPU Standing Committee on Peace and International Security
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First Vice-Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Energy
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Third Vice-Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Education and Sports
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Third Vice-Chairperson, NLA Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Advisor to the Delegation
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Member of the NLA Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs,
Head of the Thai Delegation to the Asian Parliamentary Assembly (APA) and Advisor to the Delegation
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Chargé d'Affaires, a.i., Royal Thai Embassy, Moscow and Advisor to the Delegation
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Inter-Parliamentary Union 14-18 October 2017 " PETERS

For democracy. For everyane.

Convocation

A/137/C.1
14 June 2017

Dear Madam President,
Dear Mr. President,

The 137" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and related meetings will be held at
the Tavrichesky Palace and the Parliamentary Centre in St. Petersburg, Russian
Federation, from Saturday, 14 to Wednesday, 18 October 2017.

We are pleased to enclose detailed mformatlon on these meetings. We hope that your
Parliament will be represented at the 137" Assembly and that the delegation, under your
leadership, will take an active part in the proceedings.

Yours sincerely,

/\,\m///

Martin CHUNGONG Saber CHOWDHURY
Secretary General President

#IPU137
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INFORMATION ON THE ASSEMBLY

AGENDA

1. Election of the President and Vice-Presidents of the 137" Assembly

2. Consideration of requests for the inclusion of an emergency item in the Assembly agenda

3. General Debate on Promoting cultural pluralism and peace through inter-faith and inter-ethnic
dialogue

4. Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy

(Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights)

5. Reports of the Standing Committees on Peace and International Security, Sustainable
Development, Finance and Trade and United Nations Affairs

6. Approval of the subject item for the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights at
the 139" IPU Assembly and appointment of the Rapporteurs

TIMETABLE

The Timetable of the Assembly and related meetings is set out in Annex 1. The Inaugural Ceremony
will take place on Saturday, 14 October at 7.30 p.m., at ExpoForum in St. Petersburg.

The Governing Council will convene on 15 and 18 October and will consider and take decisions on a
host of matters relating to the functioning and activities of the IPU. The convocation of the
201 session of the IPU Governing Council is attached.

The Assembly will start its General Debate on 15 October with the high-level segment reserved for
Speakers of Parliament. At its sittings on 17 and 18 October, the Assembly will adopt resolutions on
the emergency item and on the subject item taken up by the Standing Committee on Democracy and
Human Rights. The Assembly is expected to conclude its business by 6 p.m. on

Wednesday, 18 October.

The Governor of St. Petersburg will host a reception for all heads of delegation, in the evening of
18 October at the Yusupovsky Palace.

VENUE

There will be two sites for the St. Petersburg Assembly. Most meetings will take place at the
Tavrichesky Palace. The ASGP meeting and some sittings of the Standing Committees will be held at
the Parliamentary Centre. A regular shuttle (every 15 minutes) will run between the two sites to
enable delegates to be at their meetings on time.

EMERGENCY ITEM

According to Assembly Rule 11.1 and Article 14.2 of the IPU Statutes, any Member of the IPU may
request the inclusion of an emergency item in the Assembly agenda. If the Assembly so decides, the
emergency item will be debated by the Assembly in the morning of Monday, 16 October 2017.
Provision has also been made for a drafting committee to meet in the afternoon that same day in order
to prepare a draft resolution. The Assembly will then adopt a resolution on 17 October 2017.

All requests for inclusion of an emergency item must relate to a recent major situation of international
concern, on which urgent action by the international community is required and on which it is
appropriate for the IPU to express its opinion and mobilize a parliamentary response. All proposals for
an emergency item should be accompanied by a brief explanatory memorandum and a draft
resolution, which clearly define the scope of the subject covered by the request.
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STANDING COMMITTEES
All four Standing Committees will meet during the 137" IPU Assembly.

The Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights will discuss and adopt a resolution on the
subject item Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy.

The other three Standing Committees will hold hearings and panel discussions on the basis of
recommendations from their respective Bureaux. The draft agendas of the Standing Committees are
attached.

Member Parliaments are kindly reminded that Bureau members and other IPU office-holders should
be included in the national delegations to the Assembly.

PARTICIPATION

IPU Members may appoint a maximum of eight delegates, or 10 for parliaments of countries with a
population of 100 million inhabitants or more. The number of additional MPs accompanying
delegations as Advisers must not exceed two.

All Member Parliaments are encouraged to strive for gender parity in the composition of their
delegations. Any delegation which, for three consecutive sessions of the Assembly, is composed
exclusively of parliamentarians of the same sex will automatically be reduced by one person.

Member Parliaments are also encouraged to include in their delegation young members of parliament,
i.e. below 45 years of age. The IPU Forum of Young Parliamentarians will meet on 15 October 2017.
Among other things, the Forum will formulate and provide input to the deliberations of the Assembly.

In addition to the Secretaries General who will attend the regular session of the Association of
Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP), Members are encouraged to include professional
parliamentary staff (IPU focal points) in their delegations, with a view to ensuring adequate support
during and in follow-up to the Assembly (in particular in terms of meeting the statutory obligation by
Members to prepare and disseminate reports on action undertaken on IPU decisions and resolutions).

IPU Members whose arrears equal or exceed the amount of the contributions due from them for the
preceding two full years will not be represented by more than two delegates at meetings of the IPU
(Article 5.2 of the Statutes), nor will they be entitled to vote.

Associate Members may participate in the Assembly and its Standing Committees with the same
rights as Members, with the exception of the right to vote and to present candidates for elective office.

International organizations and other bodies invited by the Governing Council to be represented at the
Assembly as Observers are reminded that they are entitled to register a maximum of two delegates.

The Plenary Hall, where the meetings of the Assembly and Governing Council will be held, has limited
seating capacity. Additional seating is available in the Dumsky Hall Gallery on the first floor. The
Secretariat will allocate seats for all delegations taking into account the total number of participants in
the Assembly. At a minimum, each delegation of a Member Parliament will be allocated a sufficient
number of seats required for a possible vote by the Assembly or Governing Council.

STEERING COMMITTEE

The Steering Committee of the Assembly is composed of the President of the Assembly, the President
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the Vice-President of the Executive Committee. The Presidents
of the Standing Committees may take part in the work of the Steering Committee in an advisory
capacity.

The Steering Committee, assisted by the IPU Secretary General, is mandated to take all appropriate
measures to ensure the effective organization and smooth running of the Assembly proceedings. The
first sitting of the Steering Committee is scheduled for the early morning of Sunday, 15 October 2017.
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VACANCIES TO BE FILLED DURING THE 137" ASSEMBLY

On 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold an election by secret ballot for the new IPU
President. Candidatures, accompanied by a signed covering letter and a brief curriculum vitae, may
be submitted up to Tuesday, 17 October, at 2.30 p.m. A detailed Note on the election of the IPU
President is available in Annex 2.

A provisional list of vacancies for IPU bodies will be posted on the IPU website prior to the opening of
the Assembly.

Member Parliaments, especially new Members and Members currently not holding IPU offices are
encouraged to consider submitting candidatures for the main committees and bodies of the IPU
(http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm). Candidates should have the expertise, as far as possible, in
the areas of work of the given bodies, and should be supported by their respective parliament in
carrying out their functions as IPU office-holders.

As the meeting of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will be held on Saturday, 14 October, all
geopolitical groups are urged to schedule their meetings on Friday, 13 October, or at another time
which does not conflict with the meeting of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians. The Forum’s draft
agenda is attached.

A joint meeting of the Chairpersons of the Geopolitical Groups and Presidents of the Standing
Committees will take place on Saturday, 14 October, from 11.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. The Secretaries of the
Geopolitical Groups and Standing Committees are also invited to attend the meeting.

PREPARATION OF DRAFT RESOLUTIONS AND SELECTION OF AGENDA ITEMS

The calendar pertaining to the preparation of the resolution of the Standing Committee on Democracy
and Human Rights is as follows:

1-2 June 2017 Working meeting between the rapporteurs in Geneva

1 July 2017 Deadline for the rapporteurs to submit the draft resolution
and explanatory memorandum to the IPU Secretariat

30 September 2017 Deadline for Member parliaments to submit proposals for
amendments to the draft resolution

14-17 October 2017 Committee debates, amends and adopts the draft resolution;
Co-Rapporteurs present the draft resolution and provide
advice during the drafting process

18 October 2017 137" IPU Assembly formally adopts the resolutions

All Members can contribute to the drafting of resolutions by submitting a brief written input

(Article 13.1 of the Rules of the Standing Committees). The deadline for written input to the Standing
Committee on Democracy and Human Rights has passed (30 April 2017). Members are encouraged
to submit input for the draft resolutions to be adopted by the Standing Committee on Peace and
International Security on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving sustainable development, and by
the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade at the 138" IPU Assembly
(March 2018), on Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs, especially on renewable
energy. Written input to these draft resolutions is welcome no later than 29 September 2017.

In accordance with the Rules of the Standing Committees, proposals for subject items to be taken up
by Standing Committees should be submitted up to one day prior to the meeting of the respective
Standing Committee Bureau. As such, Members wishing to do so should submit to the IPU
Secretariat by 15 October 2017 at the latest their proposals for subject items to be taken up by the
Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights.

Those proposals will serve as the basis for consultations by the respective Standing Committee
Bureaux before a final decision is taken by the Standing Committee. When considering the proposals
for subject items to be discussed at future Assemblies, the Bureau may recommend one of the
proposals, combine two or more of them dealing with the same subject or related subjects into a single
item, put forward another subject item or decide to submit more than one proposal to the Standing
Committee.


http://www.ipu.org/strct-e/comtees.htm

-6- A/137/C.1

GENERAL DEBATE (Item 3 of the agenda)

The General Debate at the 137" Assembly will focus on the overall theme of Promoting cultural
pluralism and peace through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue. A concept note on this theme will be
posted on the Assembly webpage in due course.

In accordance with the Assembly Rules and unless the Steering Committee decides otherwise, every
delegation is entitled to eight minutes speaking time in the General Debate. When two speakers from
the same delegation are registered for the Debate, the eight minutes will be shared as appropriate. By
decision of the IPU Governing Council, the speaking time for Observers will be five minutes.

In light of the growing membership of the IPU (and implicitly the growing number of speakers in the
General Debate), as well as of the difficulties in time management experienced at recent Assemblies,
the Steering Committee may consider limiting speaking time in the General Debate (seven minutes for
Members and four minutes for Observers).

Registration will take place at the speakers’ registration desk, situated just outside the main entrance
to the Plenary Hall (Dumsky Hall) on the ground floor of the Tavrichesky Palace. This desk will open
24 hours before the beginning of the first plenary of the Assembly, on Saturday, 14 October at 11 a.m.

Members may also send the names of their speaker(s) in advance to the IPU Secretariat by e-mail or
fax, using the attached "Speakers pre-registration form" (Annex 3). As per established practice, the
order of speakers will be determined by a public drawing of lots at 6 p.m. on Saturday,

14 October 2017 (cf. Rule 23.2 of the Rules of the Assembly).

VICE-PRESIDENTS OF THE ASSEMBLY

According to Assembly Rule 7.3, all delegations from Member Parliaments are entitled to designate
one of their members as a Vice-President of the Assembly. Some of them will be called upon to
replace the President of the Assembly during a sitting or part of a sitting.

Upon arrival at the IPU Registration Desk in St. Petersburg, delegations are invited to indicate the
name of the parliamentarian nominated as a Vice-President of the Assembly. Alternatively, names
may be submitted to the Documents Submission and Control Service (IPU Secretariat offices, ground
floor of the Tavrichesky Palace), by Saturday, 14 October 2017, at the latest.

TABLE SHOWING THE ALLOCATION OF VOTES

A provisional table showing the votes allocated to delegations to the 137" Assembly is contained in
Annex 4.

Member Parliaments are kindly requested to check the figures against their country name and, if
necessary, inform the IPU Secretariat in Geneva in writing of any modifications required, preferably
ahead of the Assembly. The final table showing the allocation of votes at the Assembly will be
distributed at the opening of the session.

LANGUAGES AND DOCUMENTATION

The IPU Secretariat will provide simultaneous interpretation in the IPU Assembly’s working languages
(Arabic, English, French and Spanish) at the meetings of all statutory bodies.

Four other interpretation channels have been reserved for Chinese, Japanese, Portuguese and
Russian at sittings of the Assembly and the Governing Council, and for some sittings of the Standing
Committees. These booths are provided free of charge and may be used by the interpretation teams
for these languages.

Delegates may, exceptionally, use another language provided that they arrange for their speech to be
interpreted into one of the IPU’s official languages (English and French) by a person designated by
them, who will be given access to an interpretation booth. To allow for all necessary arrangements to
be made in good time, delegations should contact well in advance the Chief Interpreter (Ms. F. Steinig-
Huang) or the English booth interpreters assigned to the meeting at which the speech will be
delivered. Moreover, eight copies of the translation of the speech into one of the IPU's official
languages should be given to the Chief Interpreter or to the English booth for distribution to the other
interpreters.
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Electronic copies of speeches should be e-mailed in PDF format to speeches@ipu.org, a minimum of
three hours before the speech is to be made, so as to also ensure a high quality of simultaneous
interpretation into the other working languages

The texts of official statements delivered in the General Debate will be published on the Assembly
webpage and will be part of the records of the Assembly. Due to technical limitations, only speeches in
English, French and Spanish will be posted.

Documentation pertaining to the work of the Assembly, Governing Council, Standing Committees and
other IPU bodies, as well as other events taking place during the 137" Assembly, will be available on
the IPU website at: www.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm, as well as on the Assembly App.

In keeping with the decision by the IPU Governing Bodies to reduce the carbon footprint of the
Organization and continue to curb paper waste, only a limited number of documentation sets will be
printed for the various sittings of the Assembly.

ASSEMBLY APP
The 137" Assembly App will be available for downloading free of charge, in early September 2017.

An App Help Desk will be available at the Assembly venue. The Desk will assist delegates in
downloading and using the App. It is located close to the Ekaterininsky Hall on the ground floor of the
Tavrichesky Palace and will be open from 9 a.m. to 6.30 p.m. from 13 to 18 October 2017.

A short users’ manual in English and French will be posted on the website and distributed, upon
request, at the Registration and Information Desk.

The App is intended to allow the online consultation of official IPU documents as part of the IPU's
paper smart policy and to facilitate delegates’ participation in IPU Assemblies.

MEETINGS OF OTHER BODIES
The following IPU bodies will also meet during the Assembly:

Executive Committee (12, 13 and 17 October, closed meeting);

Sub-Committee on Finance (11 October, closed meeting);

Forum of Women Parliamentarians (14 October, public sittings);

Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU (15 October, public sitting);

Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU (15 October, closed meeting);
Bureau of Women Parliamentarians (14 and 18 October, closed meeting);

Gender Partnership Group (13 and 17 October, closed meeting);

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians (13 to 17 October, closed meeting);
Committee on Middle East Questions (14 and 16 October, in camera);

Group of Facilitators for Cyprus (14 October, closed meeting);

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law (IHL) (17 October, closed
meeting);

Open session of the IHL Committee (17 October, public sitting);

Advisory Group on Health (17 October, closed meeting, English only).

The Association of Secretaries General of Parliaments (ASGP) will meet at the Parliamentary Centre.

RESULTS OF THE ASSEMBLY

All delegations will receive two printed copies of the Results of the 137" Assembly. In addition, the
document will become accessible on the IPU website two weeks after the close of the Assembly, when
a complete electronic version can be downloaded in PDF format.

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Further information concerning the session will be provided in the Assembly Guidebook that will be
distributed to delegations upon registration in St. Petersburg. Delegates will also find the Assembly
Journal every day in all meeting rooms and at the Registration and Information Desk, as well as on the
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IPU website (www.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm) and on the Assembly App. The Journal provides the
latest updates on the programme of meetings and other important information.

REGISTRATION AND VISAS
All delegations are requested to respect the registration deadline of 3 October 2017.

They should kindly use the IPU online registration system. Annex 5 provides instructions on how to
use the system, which will be operational as of 19 June 2017. It is recommended that only one person
be designated as the delegation coordinator and have access to the system.

In the event of difficulties, delegations may contact the registration service at postbox@ipu.org. If for
any reason a Parliament is unable to register online, the composition of its delegation may be
transmitted by either e-mail or fax (+41 22 919 41 60).

The Registration and Information Desk will be open at the Tavrichesky Palace as of
Wednesday, 11 October from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and from 12 to 17 October from 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., as well
as on Wednesday, 18 October from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

Assembly badges will bear delegates’ photos. Therefore, colour photographs with a resolution of
480x640 pixels or higher in JPEG (jpg) format, 300 dpi, for all individual participants should be sent via
email to: info@ipul37russia.org by 1 September 2017. The file name must contain the name of the
participant, as well as the participant’s title and country name.

The General information document provided by the host Parliament contains detailed information
concerning visa applications.

DELEGATES' STAY IN ST. PETERSBURG

For all logistical matters relating to delegates' stay in St. Petershurg, such as welcome service, hotel
reservations, etc., delegations are invited to use the website set up by the Parliament of the Russian
Federation for the 137" Assembly at: www.ipul37russia.org.

The General Information document, sent with the invitation by the Parliament of the Russian
Federation, contains details on delegates' stay in St. Petersburg. Additional information, including
options for online hotel reservations, is also available on the host Parliament’s website. Requests for
hotel reservations should be made as soon as possible. Delegations are reminded that, in keeping
with IPU practice, the costs of international travel and hotel accommodation are to be borne by their
respective institutions.

Additional information and assistance can be readily obtained from the National Secretariat of the
Parliament of the Russian Federation at:

26, B. Dmitrovka str., Telephone : + 7 495 697 59 52
Parliament Secretariat Fax : + 7 495 697 98 40
Moscow, 103426 E-malil : cfipo@yandex.ru
Russian Federation Website : Www.ipul37russia.org

The Russian Parliament shall provide assistance on matters regarding the booking of accommodation
and visa applications. All communications concerning these matters should therefore be sent directly
to the Parliament.


http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm
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GENERAL TIMETABLE OF THE 137" ASSEMBLY AND RELATED MEETINGS
St. Petersburg, 14 to 18 October 2017

Wednesday, 11 October 2017

09.00 - 18.00 Beginning of Registration
Annexe building, next to main entrance to Tavrichesky Palace
111 11.00 — 13.00 Sub-Committee on Finance”
15.00 — 18.00 Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Thursday, 12 October 2017

212 10.00 — 13.00 Executive Committee*
15.00 — 18.00 Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Friday, 13 October 2017

232 09.00 — 10.00 Gender Partnership Group*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

232 09.30 — 13.00 Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

213 10.00 — 13.00 Executive Committee*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

213 14.30 — 18.00 Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

213 15.00 — 18.00 Executive Committee*

Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Saturday, 14 October 2017

212 09.00 — 10.00 Bureau of Women Parliamentarians*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

212 10.00 - 11.00 Meeting of Advisers and Secretaries to delegations
Hall no. 1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
232 10.00 - 11.30 Group of Facilitators for Cyprus*
Hall no. 115 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
% 10.30 — 13.00 Forum of Women Parliamentarians
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
i1 11.30 — 13.00 Meeting with the Chairpersons of the Geopolitical Groups and the
Presidents of the Standing Committees*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
iiii 14.30 — 17.30 Forum of Women Parliamentarians
— Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
212 14.30 — 18.00 Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
212 15.00 — 18.00 Committee on Middle East Questions*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace
iidiid 19.30 - 20.30 Inaugural Ceremon
iiidi ; ¢

ExpoForum, St. Petersburg

* closed meeting



Sunday, 15 October 2017

*

08.00 — 09.00
08.30 — 09.30
09.00 — 11.00
09.30 — 13.00
10.00 — 13.00
10.00 — 11.30
11.00 — 13.00
13.00 — 14.30
14.30 — 17.00
14.30 — 18.30
14.30 — 18.00
14.30 — 18.30
15.00 — 18.00
17.00 — 18.30

closed meeting
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Assembly Steering Committee*
Hall no. 6 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Governing Council
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
Presentation and debate of draft resolution on Sharing our diversity:
The 20™ anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU
Multi-functional Hall (2nd floor), Parliamentary Centre

Bureau of the Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly: Start of the General Debate on Promoting cultural
pluralism and peace through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Interactive session on Ending AIDS through sexual and
reproductive health: the need for urgent parliamentary action
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly: General Debate
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

Panel discussions on

- The Role of the UN General Assembly in international
governance: What path forward? and

- The parliamentary dimension to the United Nations — 20 years in
the making

Multi-functional Hall (2nd floor), Parliamentary Centre

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
Drafting in plenary of the draft resolution
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Interactive session on the Key findings from the 2017 Global
Parliamentary Report on oversight

English and French only

Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly: Decision on the emergency item
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace



*

Monday, 16 October 2017

09.00-10.30
09.00 — 13.00
09.30 - 13.00
09.30 - 13.00
11.00-12.30
11.00-13.00
14.30-17.30
14.30 - 18.30
14.30-18.30
14.30-18.30
14.30 - 16.30
15.00 -17.00
17.00 - 18.30

closed meeting
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Bureau of the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,
Finance and Trade*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly

- Debate on the emergency item, and

- Continuation of the General Debate

Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
Conclusion of drafting in plenary of the draft resolution
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

ASGP Meeting
Event Hall (2" floor), Parliamentary Centre

Committee on Middle East Questions*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

ASGP Meetin
Event Hall (2™ floor), Parliamentary Centre

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,

Finance and Trade

- Briefing on The Parliamentary contribution to the 2017 UN
Climate Change Conference

- Debate on Engaging the private sector in implementing the
SDGs, especially on renewable energy

Multi-functional Hall (2nd floor), Parliamentary Centre

Assembly: Continuation of the General Debate
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Possible drafting committee on the emergency item*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Bureau of the Standing Committee on Democracy
and Human Rights*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Interactive session on The way ahead towards a Nuclear Weapons-

Ban Treaty
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law*

Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace



*

Tuesday, 17 October 2017

ASGP

09.00 - 10.00

09.00-10.30

09.00 - 12.00

09.00 - 13.00

10.00 - 12.30

10.30 - 13.00

11.00 - 13.00

11.00-13.00

14.30 - 16.00

14.30 - 16.00

14.30-17.30

14.30 - 18.00

14.30 - 18.30

16.30 — 18.30

16.30-18.30

closed meeting
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Gender Partnership Group*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

e-Parliament interactive session
The digital tools that parliamentarians use to do their work
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Advisory Group on Health (ENGLISH ONLY)*
Hall no.115 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

- Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving -
sustainable development and

- Panel discussion on The implementation of a previous resolution on
cyber warfare

Multi-functional Hall (2nd floor), Parliamentary Centre

ASGP Meetin
Event Hall (2™ floor), Parliamentary Centre

Executive Committee*
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for

International Humanitarian Law on Forty years since the adoption of
the Additional Protocol to the Geneva Conventions: How does the law
still protect in contemporary war?

Hall No. 1, Tavrichesky Palace

Parity debate on Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight for
the common good
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
Adoption of the draft resolution
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Bureau of the Standing Committee on Peace and
International Security *
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

ASGP Meeting
Event Hall (2" floor), Parliamentary Centre

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians*
Hall no. 16 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly

- Adoption of the resolution on the emergency item, and
- Conclusion of the General Debate

Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,

Finance and Trade

Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the
highest health standards

Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Hearing with candidates for IPU President
Multi-functional Hall (2nd floor), Parliamentary Centre
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Wednesday, 18 October 2017

*

ASGP

08.00 - 10.00
09.00 - 13.00
10.00-12.30
10.30-12.30
14.30

At the end of the
Governing
Council

14.30-17.30

Legend:

closed meeting

Bureau of Women Parliamentarians *
Reading Room (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Governing Council
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

ASGP Meetin
Event Hall (2" floor), Parliamentary Centre

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

Panel discussion on The role of parliament in monitoring the action of
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations
Hall no.1 (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Governing Council
Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

Assembly

- Adoption of resolutions

- Reports of the Standing Committees

- Outcome document of the General debate, and
- Closing sitting

Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

ASGP Meetin
Event Hall (2™ floor), Parliamentary Centre

Assembly / Committees / Other Assembly events,

Governing Council ~ Panel discussions including in camera
sessions

iidit itii 11

ifiit —
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Election of the President of the
Inter-Parliamentary Union

The President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union is the political head of the organization.
The President chairs the Governing Council and the Executive Committee. The Council
elects him or her for a mandate of three years at the second Assembly of the year.
According to the IPU Statutes and Rules, "the retiring President shall not be eligible for
re-election for three years and shall be replaced by a person belonging to another
Parliament. An endeavor will be made to ensure a regular rotation between the different
geopolitical groups".

The provisions relating to the President are contained in Article 19 of the IPU Statutes
and Rules 6 to 11 of the Council Rules. They are supplemented by practice as it has
evolved over the years.

The principle of regional rotation is generally observed. Over the past twenty years, the
Presidency of the IPU has been ensured by prominent MPs from Egypt (Arab Group,
1994-1997), Spain (Twelve Plus Group, 1997-1999), India (Asia-Pacific Group,
1999-2002), Chile (Group of Latin America and the Caribbean, 2002-2005), Italy (Twelve
Plus Group, 2005-2008), Namibia (African Group, 2008-2011), Morocco (Arab Group,
2011-2014) and Bangladesh (Asia-Pacific Group, 2014-2017)."

There are no formal criteria for the election of the IPU President, other than the fact that
he/she is a sitting Member of Parliament expecting to remain an MP for the duration of
the term of IPU President (in this case, 2017-2020). Historically, IPU Presidents have
been outstanding political leaders, well respected nationally and internationally, firmly
committed to the core IPU values and principles — in particular the promotion of
democracy, human rights and the rule of law — and able to invest significant time and
energy in effectively carrying out the high office of IPU President.

As the IPU is playing an increasingly important role in political dialogue and
understanding within and among nations, the IPU President is expected to be a mediator
and bridge-builder, exercising tact, credibility and respect for the IPU membership in all
its diversity. He/she is called upon to regularly interact with Heads of State and
Government, Speakers of Parliament, the UN Secretary-General and other high-level
officials. He/she should ideally have a good command of at least one of the official
languages of the IPU: English and French. As a gender-sensitive organization, the IPU
also attaches great importance to gender equality and the political empowerment of
women at all levels.

L The full list of IPU Presidents can be found at http:/Avww.ipu.org/strct-e/presdnt.htm.
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The election of the IPU President is announced formally in the convocation of the Council session
at which the election will take place. It shall be communicated at least four months before the
opening of the regular session of the Council (in this case, in mid-June 2017).

Worthy candidates are expected to express their interest in running for the position of IPU
President through a formal letter addressed to the IPU Secretary General. The letter should
underscore the key skills and competencies of the candidate and their vision of promoting the
strategic plan of the IPU, and it should be accompanied by a brief CV. Candidatures may be
submitted by the candidate directly, by a member Parliament or group of Parliaments, or by one or
more Geopolitical Groups. There is no formal deadline for the submission of candidatures, although
in practice it is important that these are submitted in good time, so as to allow for translation and
distribution.

While not a formal requirement, in practice it is expected that the candidates for the post of
President can count upon the financial and material support of their respective Parliament in the
exercise of the IPU Presidency.

The candidates will present themselves to the IPU membership on the occasion of the 137" IPU
Assembly, to be held in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, on 14-18 October 2017. As per usual
practice, they will be invited for hearings by the Geopolitical Groups, the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians and the Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU.

The election of the President takes place at the last sitting of the Council. Voting shall be
conducted by secret ballot. Three delegates from each Member Parliament can cast a vote,
provided that both genders are represented among them; if not, only two delegates can vote. This
year, the vote will take place on 18 October.

The candidate who obtains an absolute majority of the votes cast shall be elected President. If no
candidate obtains this majority during the first round of voting, the candidate who has received the
least number of votes will be eliminated, and additional rounds will take place until one of the
candidates obtains an absolute majority.

Geneva, 10 May 2017
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SPEAKERS’ PRE-REGISTRATION FORM
GENERAL DEBATE ON THE THEME
PROMOTING CULTURAL PLURALISM AND PEACE THROUGH INTER-FAITH AND INTER-ETHNIC DIALOGUE
(ITEM 3 OF THE AGENDA)

PARLIAMENT OR

ORGANIZATION .t e e e e e e e et e et e e e e e e e et e eaaeaneees
Please circle one | Family name Given name(s) Is s/he presiding officer
title (Speaker) of parliament?

1 | MR./MS. Yes / No

2* | MR./ MS. Yes / No

& *The second speaker is only applicable to IPU Member Parliaments and Associate Members

DATE: SIGNATURE: .. e
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PROVISIONAL TABLE SHOWING THE ALLOCATION OF VOTES
AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY
(According to Article 15.2 of the Statutes)
Votes Population Votes Total
MEMBERS under in under number
(a) millions (b) of votes
1. Afghanistan 10 24.1 4 14
2. Albania 10 3.0 1 11
3. Algeria 10 33.2 5 15
4. Andorra 10 0.08 0 10
5. Angola 10 25.7 4 14
6. Argentina 10 41.0 6 16
7. Armenia 10 3.4 1 11
8. Australia 10 21.0 4 14
9. Austria 10 8.4 2 12
10. Azerbaijan 10 9.5 2 12
11. Bahrain 10 1.2 1 11
12. Bangladesh 10 153.0 10 20
13. Belarus 10 10.2 3 13
14. Belgium 10 11.2 3 13
15. Benin 10 7.6 2 12
16. Bhutan 10 0.7 0 10
17. Bolivia (Plurinational State of) 10 6.7 2 12
18. Bosnia and Herzegovina 10 4.3 1 11
19. Botswana 10 1.3 1 11
20. Brazil 10 204.4 12 22
21. Bulgaria 10 8.5 2 12
22. Burkina Faso 10 10.4 3 13
23. Burundi 10 10.1 3 13
24. Cambodia 10 10.7 3 13
25. Cameroon 10 12.9 3 13
26. Canada 10 30.8 5 15
27. Cape-Verde 10 0.3 0 10
28. Central African Republic 10 5.1 2 12
29. Chad 10 11.3 3 13
30. Chile 10 15.1 3 13
31. China 10 1,200.0 13 23
32. Colombia 10 29.5 4 14
33. Comoros 10 0.7 0 10
34. Congo 10 1.9 1 11
35. Costa Rica 10 3.3 1 11
36. Céte d'lvoire 10 15.5 3 13
37. Croatia 10 4.8 1 11
38. Cuba 10 10.2 3 13
39. Cyprus 10 0.7 0 10
40. Czech Republic 10 10.5 3 13
41. Dem. People's Rep. of Korea 10 20.9 4 14
42. Dem. Republic of the Congo 10 56.8 7 17
43. Denmark 10 5.2 2 12
44. Djibouti 10 0.79 0 10
45. Dominican Republic 10 9.0 2 12
46. Ecuador 10 14.0 3 13
47. Egypt 10 85.7 9 19
48. El Salvador 10 5.3 2 12
49. Equatorial Guinea 10 1.0 1 11
50. Estonia 10 1.5 1 11
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51. Ethiopia 10 87.9 9 19
52. Federated States of Micronesia 10 0.10 0 10
53. Fiji 10 0.80 0 10
54, Finland 10 5.4 2 12
55. France 10 65.8 8 18
56. Gabon 10 1.0 1 11
57. Gambia (The) 10 1.5 1 11
58. Georgia 10 4.7 1 11
59. Germany 10 81.3 9 19
60. Ghana 10 25.0 4 14
61. Greece 10 10.2 3 13
62. Guatemala 10 8.2 2 12
63. Guinea 10 10.6 3 13
64. Guinea-Bissau 10 1.5 1 11
65. Guyana 10 0.76 0 10
66. Haiti 10 10.2 3 13
67. Honduras 10 8.1 2 12
68. Hungary 10 10.4 3 13
69. Iceland 10 0.31 0 10
70. India 10 1,000.3 13 23
71. Indonesia 10 206.0 12 22
72. Iran (Islamic Republic of) 10 60.5 8 18
73. Iraq 10 26.7 4 14
74. Ireland 10 4.5 1 11
75. Israel 10 6.7 2 12
76. Italy 10 57.0 7 17
77. Japan 10 123.6 10 20
78. Jordan 10 5.5 2 12
79. Kazakhstan 10 17.0 3 13
80. Kenya 10 38.6 5 15
81. Kuwait 10 2.2 1 11
82. Kyrgyzstan 10 55 2 12
83. Lao People's Dem. Rep. 10 5.6 2 12
84, Latvia 10 2.7 1 11
85. Lebanon 10 2.4 1 11
86. Lesotho 10 2.1 1 11
87. Libya 10 3.9 1 11
88. Liechtenstein 10 0.03 0 10
89. Lithuania 10 3.9 1 11
90. Luxembourg 10 0.4 0 10
91. Madagascar 10 20.6 4 14
92. Malawi 10 13.9 3 13
93. Malaysia 10 22.7 4 14
94, Maldives 10 0.35 0 10
95. Mali 10 16.4 3 13
96. Malta 10 0.3 0 10
97. Mauritania 10 3.1 1 11
98. Mauritius 10 1.02 1 11
99, Mexico 10 104.0 10 20
100. Monaco 10 0.03 0 10
101. Mongolia 10 2.9 1 11
102. Montenegro 10 0.62 0 10
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103. Morocco 10 31.5 5 15
104. Mozambique 10 12.1 3 13
105. Myanmar 10 60.3 8 18
106. Namibia 10 1.5 1 11
107. Nepal 10 26.4 4 14
108. Netherlands 10 15.3 3 13
109. New Zealand 10 4.4 1 11
110. Nicaragua 10 5.1 2 12
111. Niger 10 16.5 3 13
112. Nigeria 10 140.4 10 20
113. Norway 10 5.0 2 12
114. Oman 10 2.5 1 11
115. Pakistan 10 160.9 11 21
116. Palau 10 0.02 0 10
117. Palestine 10 3.9 1 11
118. Panama 10 1.7 1 11
119. Papua New Guinea 10 3.0 1 11
120. Paraguay 10 5.7 2 12
121. Peru 10 23.0 4 14
122. Philippines 10 62.1 8 18
123. Poland 10 38.5 5 15
124, Portugal 10 10.3 3 13
125. Qatar 10 0.88 0 10
126. Republic of Korea 10 50.8 7 17
127. Republic of Moldova 10 4.3 1 11
128. Romania 10 23.0 4 14
129. Russian Federation 10 148.8 10 20
130. Rwanda 10 6.2 2 12
131. Samoa 10 0.17 0 10
132. San Marino 10 0.02 0 10
133. Sao Tome and Principe 10 0.16 0 10
134. Saudi Arabia 10 27.1 4 14
135. Senegal 10 7.0 2 12
136. Serbia 10 9.7 2 12
137. Seychelles 10 0.08 0 10
138. Sierra Leone 10 4.9 1 11
139. Singapore 10 5.08 2 12
140. Slovakia 10 5.2 2 12
141. Slovenia 10 1.9 1 11
142. Somalia 10 10.4 3 13
143. South Africa 10 51.7 7 17
144, Spain 10 39.4 5 15
145. South Sudan 10 10.0 3 13
146. Sri Lanka 10 17.0 3 13
147. Sudan 10 33.4 5 15
148. Suriname 10 0.4 0 10
149. Swaziland 10 1.1 1 11
150. Sweden 10 10.0 3 13
151. Switzerland 10 6.7 2 12
152. Syrian Arab Republic 10 12.5 3 13
153. Tajikistan 10 51 2 12
154. Thailand 10 60.1 8 18
155. The fYR of Macedonia 10 2.3 1 11
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156. Timor-Leste 10 0.92 0 10
157. Togo 10 5.4 2 12
158. Tonga 10 0.10 0 10
159. Trinidad and Tobago 10 1.22 1 11
160. Tunisia 10 10.2 3 13
161. Turkey 10 76.6 8 18
162. Tuvalu 10 0.01 0 10
163. Uganda 10 34.6 5 15
164. Ukraine 10 50.1 7 17
165. United Arab Emirates 10 2.5 1 11
166. United Kingdom 10 60.2 8 18
167. United Rep. of Tanzania 10 34.4 5 15
168. Uruguay 10 3.2 1 11
169. Venezuela (Bolivarian Rep. of) 10 30.0 5 15
170. Viet Nam 10 90.3 9 19
171. Yemen 10 10.5 3 13
172. Zambia 10 10.9 3 13
173. Zimbabwe 10 104 3 13
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Explanatory note on IPU online registration

The IPU Secretariat online registration system can be accessed through the IPU website,
on the 137" Assembly page, simply by clicking on the Registration button. The system
will be open from 19 June 2017 and will close on 3 October 2017, after which delegates
should register with the IPU registration service: registration@ipu.org.

Important: It is recommended that all participants designate one delegation coordinator,
who will be the sole user of the online registration system and will choose a password.

The registration process is as follows:

1. Sign up for an account and enter the requested details on this page. If you
registered successfully for a recent Assembly, your identification information is still
valid and may be used.

If the IPU Secretariat has opened an account on your behalf using your
parliament’s official e-mail address, you are invited to contact the IPU at
registration@ipu.org for more information.

2. Once you have successfully created an account, sign in using your user name and
password.

3. Click on "Register for this event” to register for the 137" Assembly.

4, Click on "Start registration” to register your delegation. In your capacity as
delegation coordinator, do not forget to include yourself if you plan to attend the
event.

5. Please ensure that:
. All information relating to membership in IPU governing bodies and
committees is included under: "Title or function within the IPU";
. Details pertaining to your national parliament are included under:
"Title/function in Parliament/Organization".
) You DO NOT use ALL CAPITALS.

. You click on the “+” sign to add committees (when there are more than
one).
6. It will be possible to make changes to your data until 3 October 2017, after which

you should contact the IPU directly at reqistration@ipu.org.

The registration process includes a validation phase, during which system
administrators will examine your registration. Once your registration has been validated,
you will be sent a confirmation e-mail. Otherwise, one of our administrators will contact
you for any action that requires follow-up.

Should you have any questions on registration, please send them to Ms. Sally-Anne
Sader, Conference Services Officer, at sas@ipu.org, with copies to the generic IPU
e-mail addresses: postbox@ipu.org as well as registration@ipu.org
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Peace and International Security 14 June 2017

Draft agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Approval of the summary record of the Committee's session at the 136" IPU
Assembly in Dhaka (April 2017)

3. Elections to the Bureau

The Committee will fill the vacancies on the Bureau, based on nominations from the
geopolitical groups.

4. Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving sustainable
development

The landmark 2016 resolution on Sustaining Peace and the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development are mutually reinforcing like two sides of the same coin. Indeed, sustainable
development leads to peaceful and inclusive societies; and sustainable peace, in turn,
guarantees an environment where people from all walks of life and with conflicting
interests can work together for their country’s development. The Committee wished to
place this subject on its agenda with a view to adopting a resolution on the topic on the
occasion of the 138" IPU Assembly. In preparation for that, the Committee will hold an
expert hearing to share opinions with members about how both concepts have evolved
and where the challenges and opportunities lie. There will also be a discussion about the
measures and actions parliaments can envisage in terms of legislation, policy
development, evaluation and oversight. The co-Rapporteurs will draw on the hearing and
the subsequent debate in preparing the first draft of the resolution.

5. Panel discussion on the implementation of a previous resolution on cyber
warfare (Hanoi, 2015)

In 2015 the IPU adopted a resolution entitled Cyber warfare: a serious threat to peace
and global security. After two years, the Committee will hold a discussion on the
implementation of this resolution by IPU Members. The discussion will also include a
briefing on how to engage more actively in conflict prevention in cyberspace and ensure
that cyberspace is used "for peaceful purposes” and "in the interests of all countries".

6. Panel discussion on The role of parliament in monitoring the action of
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations

The panel discussion will afford the Committee an opportunity to exchange views about
challenges to implementing parliamentary monitoring and oversight of the actions of
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations. Such actions are
aimed at enforcing the democratic legitimacy of humanitarian interventions and
peacekeeping missions.

7. Any other business

#IPU137
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Finance and Trade

Draft agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Approval of the summary record of the Committee's session held during the
136™ IPU Assembly in Dhaka (April 2017)

3. Elections to the Bureau

The Committee will fill the existing vacancies on the Bureau, based on proposals from the
geopolitical groups.

4, Parliamentary contribution to the 2017 UN Climate Change Conference

On 12 November, a Parliamentary Meeting co-organized by the IPU, the Parliament of Fiji
and the German Bundestag will take on the occasion of COP23 in Bonn. The Committee
will be briefed on practical arrangements for the Meeting. Committee members will also
exchange views on a draft outcome document.

5. Debate on Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs, especially
on renewable energy

This debate will be organized around the theme of the Committee resolution, which is
expected to be adopted at the 138" Assembly in Geneva. The debate will provide the
Committee with an opportunity to exchange views on effective ways to engage the private
sector in SDG implementation. Special emphasis will be placed on renewable energy as
a sustainable, reliable, resilient and affordable way to ensure universal access to energy
and fight climate change. The debate will also provide the co-Rapporteurs with initial
information about how IPU Member Parliaments approach this issue.

6. Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the highest
health standards

Without scientific knowledge, it is hard to have public health legislation and policy that
makes sense. However, it is increasingly recognized that the development of evidence-
informed health policy is not only a technical problem of knowledge exchange or
translation, but is also a political challenge. The panel will discuss ways in which
parliaments can bridge this gap and ensure that health laws and policies, and their
implementation, are continuously informed by robust scientific findings.

7. Any other business

#IPU137
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Democracy and Human Rights 14 June 2017

Draft agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Approval of the summary record of the Committee's session held during the
136" IPU Assembly in Dhaka (April 2017)

3. Elections to the Bureau

The Committee will fill the existing vacancies on the Bureau, based on proposals from the
geopolitical groups.

4, Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on
Democracy

(@) Presentation of the draft resolution and the explanatory memorandum by the
co-Rapporteurs

(b)  Debate on the draft resolution

(c) Drafting and adoption of the draft resolution in plenary

(d)  Appointment of a rapporteur to the 137" IPU Assembly

5. Preparations for future Assemblies

(&)  Subject of the next resolution to be prepared by the Committee
(b) Committee agenda at the 138" IPU Assembly

6. Any other business

#IPU137
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Draft agenda

1. Adoption of the agenda

2. Approval of the summary record of the Committee’s session held at the
136" IPU Assembly in Dhaka (April 2017)

3. Panel discussion: The Role of the UN General Assembly in international
governance: What path forward?

As the principal deliberative and policy-making body of the United Nations, the
General Assembly lies at the centre of the system of global governance. It has
been defined a "parliament of nations" in which each country participates on an
equal footing. Yet, the General Assembly is often seen as less relevant in the
management of world affairs than the Security Council or of other, less
representative bodies such as the G20. This panel will review recent reforms aimed
at strengthening the authority of the General Assembly consistent with the vision of
the UN Charter. Among other things, it will look into the modalities of work of the
General Assembly, the role of the President of the General Assembly, as well as
the legal weight of General Assembly resolutions and decisions. Background
information is available at http://www.un.org/en/ga/revitalization/index.shtml.

4, Panel discussion: The parliamentary dimension to the United Nations —
20 years in the making

As trade, finance, and national economies as a whole become more globalized than
ever, and as issues such as climate change and poverty underscore the
importance of international cooperation, the system of international governance
managed by the United Nations and related organizations (World Trade
Organization, World Bank etc.) has had to adjust, seeking ways to become more
open and accountable.

As the world organization of national parliaments, the IPU has led the way in
bringing the peoples’ representatives closer to the decision-making processes of
the United Nations. The idea underlying this is that international affairs are no
longer the exclusive domain of the executive branch, in that involving parliaments in
global talks and in the UN decision-making process will help strengthen democratic
participation at the global level while facilitating implementation of international
commitments within countries. Over the past twenty years, the role of national
parliaments in international relations, filling the so-called “democracy gap”, has
gained strong recognition at the United Nations. This session will take stock of the
progress made in, and current challenges to building the parliamentary dimension
to the United Nations in the lead up to a new resolution of the General Assembly on
interaction between the United Nations, national parliaments and the IPU due in
spring 2018. Background information is available at http://www.ipu.org/strct-
e/un.htm.

5. Any other business

#IPU137
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CL/201/C.1
14 June 2017

Convocation of the 201°% session of the

Governing Council of the IPU
St. Petersburg, 15 and 18 October 2017

Madam President,
Mr. President,

The Governing Council of the Inter-Parliamentary Union will hold its 201* session at the
Tavrichesky Palace (Dumsky Hall), in St. Petersburg (Russian Federation).

1. PARTICIPATION

The Governing Council is composed of three members from each parliament represented
in the IPU. Each parliament's representation on the Governing Council must include both
men and women. Single-gender delegations will be limited to two members (Rule 1.2 of

the Rules of the Governing Council).

2. PROCEEDINGS OF THE SESSION

The first sitting of the Governing Council will take place on Sunday, 15 October, from 9 to
11 a.m., and will start by examining items 1 to 6 and, time permitting, item 7.

At its second and third sittings, to be held on Wednesday, 18 October, from 9.30 a.m. to
1 p.m. and from 2.30 p.m. to approximately 5 p.m., the Governing Council will examine all

other agenda items.
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PROVISIONAL AGENDA

The provisional agenda for the session, established by the Executive Committee at its
275" session (March 2017), is as follows:

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

Adoption of the agenda

Approval of the summary records of the 200" session of the Governing Council

The summary records of the 200™ session were posted on the IPU website on

19 May 2017. Members requesting corrections to the summary records of the

200" session are asked to notify the IPU Secretariat in writing before the opening of the
201* session.

Questions relating to IPU membership

(a) Requests for affiliation and reaffiliation to the IPU
The Governing Council will consider the recommendation of the Executive
Committee on any requests for (re)affiliation

(b)  Situation of certain Members

(c) Observer status

Report of the President

(@  On his activities since the 200" session of the Governing Council
(b)  On the activities of the Executive Committee

Interim Report by the Secretary General on the activities of the IPU since the
200" session of the Governing Council

(@)  Oral report of the Secretary General
(b)  Annual reporting exercise by Members
(c) International Day of Democracy 2017

Financial situation of the IPU
Draft programme and budget for 2018

Implementation of the IPU Strategy for 2017-2021

Cooperation with the United Nations system
Reports on recent IPU specialized meetings

Activities of committees and other bodies

(@ Forum of Women Parliamentarians

(b) Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

(c) Committee on Middle East Questions

(d)  Group of Facilitators for Cyprus

(e) Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law
0] Gender Partnership Group

(@)  Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU

138" IPU Assembly (Geneva, 24-28 March 2018)

Future Inter-Parliamentary meetings

(@)  Statutory meetings
(b)  Specialized meetings and other events
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14. Appointment of two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts
(cf. Rules 41 of the Governing Council)

15. Election of the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
(Article 19 of the Statutes and Rules 6, 7 and 8 of the Rules of the Governing Council

The Governing Council will elect a new President to replace Mr. Saber Chowdhury
(Bangladesh), whose term of office expires at the end of the 201> session.

16. Elections to the Executive Committee
(cf. Article 21 (k) of the Statutes and Rules 37, 38 and 39 of the Rules of the Governing
Council)

The Governing Council will elect two members to replace Mr. I. Liddell-Grainger (United
Kingdom) and Mr. N. Schrijver (Netherlands), whose terms expire at the end of the
201" session.

17. Other business

4. SUPPLEMENTARY ITEMS

In conformity with Governing Council Rule 13, members of the Council may request the inclusion of
supplementary items in the agenda. Such items must fall within the mandate of the Council which,

according to Article 20 of the Statutes, determines and guides the activities of the IPU and controls

their implementation.

Any requests for the inclusion of supplementary items will be immediately transmitted by the
Secretariat to all Council members. After hearing the opinion of the Executive Committee, the Council
shall decide on such a request by a majority of votes cast if the request is received by the IPU
Secretariat at least 15 days before the opening of the session; otherwise by a two-thirds majority.

5. DOCUMENTS

To the extent possible, working documents regarding various items of the provisional agenda will be
sent out to Members and posted on the IPU website in advance.

We look forward to fruitful discussions in the Governing Council next October and remain,

Yours sincerely,

=~ AN
ok leds

Martin CHUNGONG Saber CHOWDHURY
Secretary General President
of the Inter-Parliamentary Union of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
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FEM/26/C.1
14 June 2017

Convocation to the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians’
26" session
St. Petersburg, 14 October 2017

Dear Madam President,
Dear Mr. President,

The 26" session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will be held on the
occasion of the 137" Assembly in Tavrichesky Palace in St. Petersburg, Russian
Federation. The Forum will meet on Saturday, 14 October 2017, from 10.30 a.m. to
1 p.m. and from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m. You will find enclosed the provisional annotated
agenda, which was prepared by the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians at its
session held in Dhaka in April 2017.

At its first sitting, the Forum will discuss its contribution to the work of the

137" Assembly and will provide gender-related input on Item 4 of the Assembly
agenda Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on
Democracy. At the second sitting, it will hold a discussion on marking the

5" anniversary of the Plan of Action for Gender-sensitive Parliaments and hear the
candidates for the office of President of the IPU.

The Forum will also hold a parity debate on Tuesday, 17 October 2017 from

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Dumsky Hall (ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace. The debate
will centre on the theme Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight for the
common good and will be open to all delegations members, both women and men.

The Forum of Women Parliamentarians is open to both women and men
parliamentarians members of delegations to IPU Assemblies. | therefore urge you
to encourage men and women members of your delegation to participate.

Yours sincerely,

A

Martin Chungong
Secretary General
encl: Annotated provisional agenda
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FORUM OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS
26" SESSION

St. Petersburg, Saturday, 14 October 2017
(10.30 a.m.to 1 p.m. and 2.30 to 5.30 p.m.)

Forum of Women Parliamentarians FEM/26/A.1
Agenda 14 June 2017

. MEETING SCHEDULE AND SPEAKING ARRANGEMENTS

The 26" session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will be held in Dumsky Hall
(ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation, on Saturday,
14 October 2017, from 10.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2.30 to 5.30 p.m.

The Session is meant to elicit spontaneous and active debate. Speaking time may not
exceed three minutes. There will be no formal list of speakers. In plenary, participants will
be able to request the floor by completing the form to be found on the desks.

Il. ANNOTATED PROVISIONAL AGENDA

1. Election of the President of the 26™ session of the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians

Welcome remarks
2. Adoption of the agenda
3. Gender activities
(&) Report of the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

Participants will be briefed about the Bureau’s deliberations at its sessions in
Dhaka on 1 April 2017 and in Saint Petersburg on 14 October 2017.

(b) Report of the Gender Partnership Group
Participants find out about the work and recommendations of the Group.

(c) Update on recent IPU activity on gender equality
Participants will be briefed about the IPU’s recent activity on gender equality,
including follow up on the Abu Dhabi Declaration, which was adopted by
women Speakers at the Global Summit of Women Speakers of Parliament in
December 2016, in the United Arab Emirates.

(d) Celebration of the 20" anniversary of the Declaration on Democracy.

The discussion will conclude by 11.30 a.m.
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4. Contributing to the work of the 137" Assembly from a gender perspective

Participants will be invited to discuss the following item on the agenda of the 137" Assembly:

- Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy
(Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights)

Participants will split into two groups to discuss the following sub-themes:

Group 1: How can technology be at the service of democracy and gender equality?
Challenges and opportunities

The participants will be invited to discuss how to ensure that the whole population can
enjoy the benefits that the Internet can bring to economic, social, cultural and
environmental life. They will also share good practices developed to protect both
freedom of speech and the right to physical and psychological integrity. They will
discuss in particular means to stop online harassment and cyber-violence that targets
women and girls as well as measures to combat trafficking in persons perpetrated
through the Internet. The participants will also be invited to identify means and
strategies to promote and increase the public participation of women and girls by using
online means and tools.

Group 2: Educating for democracy and gender equality at all steps of the ladder: family,
community and State

The participants will be invited to discuss how democratic values and principles can be
furthered from generation to generation, focusing in particular on gender equality values
and practices. They will share good practices experienced in education programmes on
democracy in school curricula. They will also identify ways to anchor democratic and
gender equality principles and values in family education. They will discuss in particular
how to promote participation and empowerment in the learning experience of girls.

On the recommendation of its Bureau, the Forum will designate a chairperson and a
rapporteur for each group. They will agree on recommendations that the rapporteurs will
submit to the Forum of Women Parliamentarians at its afternoon sitting.

Each group will meet from 11.30 a.m. to 1p.m.
The Forum will resume its work at 2 p.m.

5. Panel discussion Marking the fifth anniversary of the Plan of Action for Gender-
sensitive Parliaments

A gender-sensitive parliament is one that responds to the needs and interests of both men
and women in its structures, operations, methods and work. It is a parliament that embodies
gender equality and that delivers on it.

The Plan of Action for Gender-sensitive parliaments was adopted by IPU Members at the
127" Assembly in Quebec, in 2012. As a tool to support parliaments in taking action to
become more gender-sensitive institutions, the Plan of Action proposed concrete solutions to
situations common to all countries while offering a wide range of options responding to
individual situations.

Five years after the adoption of the Plan of Action, many parliaments have adopted
measures to further equal representation of men and women on parliamentary committees
membership, to open day care centers for members and staff’s children or to enhance
capacities to better address gender equality issues.

What has your Parliament done?

Participants in the Panel discussion are invited to share information on and lessons learned
from advancements made and challenges encountered by their parliaments to enhance their
gender sensitivity and their ability to deliver on gender equality.

The panel discussion will conclude by 4 p.m.
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Hearing of the candidates for the post of IPU President

The participants will have an opportunity to hear the candidates for the post of IPU
President. The hearing will begin at 4 p.m.

Reports of the discussion group rapporteurs

The discussion group rapporteurs will present their reports. The Forum will then ask them to
consult with the President of the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians and of the President of
the Forum’s 26™ Session, and prepare amendments to be presented during the debate of
the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights (scheduled for Sunday

15 October from 9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. and from 2.30 to 6.30 p.m.).

Venue and date of the 27" session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians

The Forum of Women Parliamentarians will host a Parity Debate on the theme "Holding
the purse strings: Exercising oversight for the common good". The Parity Debate will
take place on Tuesday, 17 October 2017 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Dumsky Hall (ground
floor), Tavrichesky Palace. It is open to all members of delegations, both male and female.




No. 0010/4 Hp A Secretariat of the House of

Representatives
U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand
Tel.: 66 2357 3100 ext. 3156,3178
Fax: 66 2357 3154, 66 2357 3197

$  September B.E. 2560 (2017)

Dear Mr. Secretary General,

Reference is made to the Convocation of the Inter-Parliamentary Union dated 14
June 2017, regarding the 137" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and Related Meetings
which will be held during 14-18 October 2017 in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation.

In this regard, | would like to notify you that the Thai National Legislative Assembly
Delegation led by H.E. Mr. Pornpetch Wichitcholchai, President of the National Legislative
Assembly, will participate in the above-mentioned meetings. Enclosed herewith, please find
the namelist, and itinerary of the delegation. Also, please kindly be acknowledged that the
delegation has already completed its online registration.

Your kind cooperation will be highly appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

WMstyiititiocs.

inee Khamasundara

Sup
Deputy Secretary General
for Secretary General

Mr. Martin  Chungong
Secretary General
Inter-Parliamentary Union
5 Chemin du pommier
Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconne
Geneva

SWITZERLAND



MOST IMMEDIATE

No. 0010/ 5¥q % Secretariat of the House of
Representatives

U-Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300

Thailand

Tel.: 66 2357 3100 ext. 3156

Fax: 66 2357 3154

3 October BE. 2560 (2017)
Cear Mr. Secretary General,

Reference is made to the 137" Inter-Parliamentary Union Assembly and Related
Meetings and the Secretariat’s letters No. 0010/4481 and No. 0010/4483 dated 8 Septernber
2017 submitting the Speakers’ Pre-Registration Form for the General Debate and transmitting
the namelist and itinerary of the Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation to attend the
said meetings from 14 to 18 October 2017 in St. Petersburg, Russian Federation.

I would lke to inform you that now HE. Prof. Pompetch WICHTCHOLCHA,
President of the National Legislative Assembly, will not be able to participate in the 137"
Assermbly due to the sudden re-scheduled engagements to attend the Royal Ceremonies
during the pericd of October 2017. Therefore, Hon, Mr. Surachai LIENGBOONLERTCHAI, First
Vice-President of the NLA, will assume the leadership of the Thai delegation. Enclosed
herewith, please find the revised Speakers’ Pre-Registration Form, the updated namelist and
iinerary of the delegation. The online delegate registration has been adjusted accerdingly.

Your kind cooperation will be highly appreciated,

Yours sincerely,

Pornpith Phetchareon
Deputy Secretary General
for Secretary General
Mr. Martin Chungong

Secretary General
Inter-Parliamentary Union
5 Chemin du pommier
Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand-Saconnex
Geneva

SWITZERLAND
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Namelist of the Thai National Legislative Assembly Delegation

to attend the 137" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union and related meetings
from 13™ to 20" October 2017

St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

1. Hon. Mr. Surachai LIENGBOONLERTCHAI

2. Mr. Poj HARNPOL

3. Hon. Mrs. Bilaibhan SAMPATISIRI

4. Hon. Mr. Kitti WASINONDH

5. Hon. Mrs. Suwannee SIRIVEJCHAPUN

6. Hon. Mr. Anusart SUWANMONGKOL

First Vice-President of the National Legislative
Assembly

Leader of the Delegation

Chargé daffaires, a.i., Royal Thai Embassy, Moscow
Advisor to the Delegation

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Chairperson, Standing Committee on Foreign
Affairs

Member of the Bureau of the IPU Standing
Committee on United Nations Affairs
Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
First Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs

Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Second Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee
on Social, Children, Youth, Women, the Elderly,
the Disabled and the Underprivileged Affairs
Member of the Bureau of Women Parliamentarians
Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Secretary to the Standing Committee on
Foreign Affairs

Member of the Bureau of the IPU Standing
Committee on Peace and International Security

Delegate

/7. Hon. Mr. Prasert ...



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Hon. Mr. Prasert BUNSUMPUN

Hon. Mr. Poj ARAMWATTANANONT

Hon. Mr. Witawad BOONYASATID

Hon. Mr. Somchai SWANGKARN

Hon. Gen. Nipat THONGLEK

Miss Sirawasa TESTHOMSAP

Mr. Tanukom BAMRUNGPON

Miss Pilanthana THONGSAMRIT

Miss Supisra KANKAEW

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
First Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee on
Energy

Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Second Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee on
Commerce, Industry and Labour

Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Third Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee on
Education and Sports

Delegate

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Third Vice-Chairperson, Standing Committee
on Foreign Affairs

Advisor to the Delegation

Member of the National Legislative Assembly
Member, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
Head of the Thai Delegation to the Asian
Parliamentary Assembly (APA)

Advisor to the Delegation

Director of the Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary
Organizations

Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Secretary to the Delegation

Director of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

Foreign Affairs Officer (Senior Professional Level)
Inter-Parliamentary Union Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
Foreign Affairs Officer (Professional Level)
Inter - Parliamentary Union Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

/16.Miss Pathomporn ...



16. Miss Pathomporn RAKSAPOLMUANG

17. Miss Kanjanat SIRIWONG

18. Mr. Pattrapong ISSARIYAPRUET

Foreign Affairs Officer (Professional Level)
Spanish, German and Arabic Division
Bureau of Foreign Languages

Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Interpreter attached to the Delegation
Foreign Affairs Officer (Professional Level)
International Relations Division

Bureau of Foreign Affairs

Secretariat of the Senate

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
Foreign Affairs Officer (Practitioner Level)
Inter-Parliamentary Union Division
Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

Inter-Parliamentary Union Division

Bureau of Inter-Parliamentary Organizations
Secretariat of the House of Representatives
Tel. +66 2357 3100 Ext. 3156, 3178, 3263
Fax. +66 2357 3154

Email: thaiipu@gmail.com

As of : 9 October 2017

Responsible Officer : Miss Supisra Kankaew

Assistant Secretary to the Delegation
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Inter-Parliamentary Union

For demaocracy. For everyone.

#IPU137

137" IPU Assembly

St. Petersburg, Russian Federation
14—-18 October 2017

St. Petersburg Declaration on Promoting cultural
pluralism and peace through interfaith
and inter-ethnic dialogue

Endorsed by the 137" IPU Assembly
(St. Petersburg, 18 October 2017)

We, Members of Parliament from 158 countries, meeting in St. Petersburg on the
occasion of the 137t Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, recognize that interfaith
and inter-ethnic dialogue is fundamental for peace and cultural pluralism.

In October 2012, the IPU adopted the Quebec City Declaration on Citizenship, identity
and linguistic and cultural diversity in a globalized world. By so doing, we recognized the
importance of balancing respect for diversity with social inclusiveness and cohesion as a
means of building trust within and among societies and as a sine qua non for progress,
prosperity and a high quality of life.

We underscored the fact that all individuals must be allowed the full enjoyment of their
equal and inalienable rights recognized in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and
other international human rights and humanitarian law treaties and standards, and that
they should not be subject to discrimination on any grounds including culture, race,
colour, language, ethnicity, religion, gender identity, sexual orientation, or political
affiliation. Five years down the line, the principles enshrined in the Quebec City
Declaration remain as valid and relevant as ever.

As the past few decades have shown, cultural and religious diversity does not in and of
itself guarantee peace and global acceptance of differences. National authorities and
other key stakeholders must work together to build inclusive societies and combat the
dissemination of divisive discourses which can give rise to feelings of insecurity among
certain groups and can encourage the spread of nationalism, extremism and terrorism.

As representatives of the people, we should not only lead by example, but also by direct
contact with people at the national and regional level. Transparency, accountability and
respect for the rule of law and international human rights law should guide our
relationships with cultural stakeholders and religious leaders. We have the obligation to
pursue a global model of sustainable and peaceful diversity in order to effectively tackle
intolerance, mistrust and violence.

As parliamentarians, we commit to working towards cultural pluralism and peace through
interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue by:

Strengthening normative processes and legal frameworks:

- Ensure that national legislation is fully in line with the core international human
rights instruments, as well as with the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization’s Universal Declaration on Cultural Diversity and the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic,
Religious and Linguistic Minorities;

- Adopt legislative measures to protect and promote the identity of national,
cultural, linguistic, religious or ethnic groups and their rights to live in community
with others;

- Strengthen mediation processes at the national and global level as well as
interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue to address ethnic, cultural and religious
conflicts and foster trust between members of a multicultural society.



Making parliaments more representative and effective institutions:

Introduce policies to ensure MPs are more representative of society in terms of gender,
age, language, religion and ethnicity, including through the adoption of affirmative
measures and provisions to guarantee that national minorities hold at least one seat in
parliament and can participate in legislative bodies;

Require governments to include an impact assessment on religious and ethnic minorities
when submitting draft legislation and national budgets to parliament, in accordance with
the objective of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development to leave no one behind;
Create sufficient opportunities for parliamentary discussions and debates through, for
example, the establishment of parliamentary committees or inter-parliamentary
commissions on cultural pluralism and religious diversity, in order to better understand and
solve social conflicts through parliamentary action;

Ensure that measures taken to prevent violent extremism are in full compliance with
international human rights law and are not based on stereotypes or misconceptions;
Support the creation of safe spaces for dialogue and the establishment of inclusive
platforms in terms of gender, age, culture and religion, where key stakeholders can discuss
local, regional and national actions related to religious diversity and cultural pluralism;
Guarantee that MPs representing religious and ethnic minorities form part of national
delegations attending international fora and deliberations, in particular IPU Assemblies
and events.

Preventing human rights violations relating to culture and religion:

Allocate sufficient resources to conduct awareness-raising activities on cultural and
religious issues among law enforcement officers so as to strengthen their ability to identify
and investigate hate crimes, in line with international standards and protocols;

Build the capacity of outreach workers and mediators in order to create peaceful and
trusting environments at the local and regional levels;

Ensure that the legislative process is transparent, and that parliamentary records are made
available and accessible so that religious and ethnic minorities can understand and follow
the activity of MPs and hold them accountable for their actions;

Design protection measures for all religious and ethnic minorities within the national
territory, including non-citizens, migrants and newly arrived minorities.

Building social dialogue for multicultural and inclusive societies:

Exercise effective budgetary oversight so as to prevent the funding of projects and
organizations that promote hate and intolerance, openly combat hate speech in public
discourse and online platforms, and support projects with a greater balance in terms of
gender, culture and religion, particularly at local and regional levels, including through
mixed housing areas, collective events and multicultural media;

Collaborate with scientists on cultural and religious matters and work in partnership with
local religious leaders to assess social challenges, such as the struggle against
fundamentalism, and ensure that religious and cultural interpretations respect the human
rights of all people, in particular women, young people and ethnic and religious minorities;
Take concrete action to eliminate structural or systemic discrimination against ethnic and
religious minorities, including by implementing processes for the collection and analysis of
data disaggregated by gender, age, language, ethnicity, religion, and other minority status.

Focusing on civic education and improving interpersonal skills:

Promote the teaching of soft skills and human rights education at all levels of education,
including the importance of religious pluralism and cultural diversity;

Establish a national network on diversity comprising academic and professional experts in
order to share best practices and successful diversity experiences and independently
monitor the implementation of public policies;

Enhance the role of science, promote holistic approaches and comparative methods in
order to better explain globalization processes and their impact, and support ongoing
training on religious pluralism and cultural diversity for public officials, including local
authority workers and police officers.



Promoting international cooperation:

- Support international programmes that encourage interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue as
well as projects to combat segregation and social fragmentation;

- Foster parliamentary diplomacy to address interfaith and inter-ethnic conflicts;

- Encourage interfaith initiatives aimed at building bridges and better understanding between
communities;

- Consider holding a world conference on the interfaith and inter-ethnic dialogue, which
could be organized together with the United Nations and with the participation of Heads of
State, Speakers of Parliament and leaders of world religions.

We fully acknowledge that we have the means to make a difference. We therefore pledge to
implement the recommendations listed above and call on the IPU to monitor the application of this
Declaration.
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Statement by
Hon. Mrs. Bilaibhan Sampatisiri
Chairperson, Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
National Legislative Assembly of Thailand
“Promoting Cultural Pluralism and Peace through Inter-faith and Inter-ethnic
Dialogue”
137t Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union
16 October 2017, St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

Madame/Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

A very wise lady from Guatemala once said “diversity is a fundamental pillar in the
eradication of racism, xenophobia and intolerance”. |1 could not agree more with
Rigoberta Menchu Tum, recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize in 1992, when she said
these words.

We are living in a world that is getting smaller and smaller because of technology,
because of the ease of travel. But although the world is getting smaller and people are
getting closer to each other, ethnicity, culture and religion continue to separate us.

Recent situations in parts of the Middle East, Africa and Asia are a stark reminder that
a lot more needs to be done before we can truly celebrate diversity.

As a country that has always pride itself on the success of ethnic, social and cultural
integration through the centuries, Thailand could never imagine itself without diversity.
In fact, as far back as the 17" century in the ancient Siamese Kingdom of Ayutthaya,
it was recorded by European missionaries that, in the 1650s, over 40 nationalities from
all over the world were present and thriving in Siam.

But, perhaps, things were less complicated back then.

Today, while many countries are trying hard to build a peaceful and harmonious
multicultural society, ... racial, cultural and religious confrontations continue to be a
major challenge for most of them.

For Thailand, it is a matter of striking the right balance. As a predominantly Buddhist
country, we have a longstanding tradition of acceptance, compromise and tolerance.
All other cultures and religions are allowed to practice freely in the country. Even the
King has been constitutionally appointed as the guardian of all faiths, and not just of
Buddhism.



People of all races are not only allowed to live and prosper in the country. In history,
many of them were also allowed to serve in high positions in the government. Greek,
Italians, Arabs, South Asians, Japanese, Chinese, to name but a few.

This explains why people of various religions and ethnicities have been fully integrated
into the Thai society without much difficulty and, throughout the centuries, all of them
enjoyed living side by side in harmony and mutual respect.

This has not only endowed the country with a unique blend of multicultural and muti-
religious richness and a long history of diversity, but has also tremendously enriched
the Thai way of life in a way that is unprecedented in other nations.

This also explains why our late monarch, His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej
travelled all over the country throughout most of his 70 years reign to embrace the
Thai population regardless of their ethnic, culture or religion background. He initiated
thousands of royal development projects to help improve their livelihoods and
preached to them the principles of Sufficiency Economy Philosophy or “SEP”.

His Majesty the King was also the person who initiated the current government policy
to grant Thai nationality to hundreds of thousands stateless persons living along the
Thai border. In this year alone, over eighty thousand people will be given this privilege.

This also explains why, even as we speak, Thailand is playing host to over one
hundred thousand misplaced persons from neighboring countries in camps along the
Thai border. Currently, we also have over four million foreign workers in the country,
who are working to help strengthen the Thai economy in so many ways.

Thailand’s commitment to social diversity is also embodied in the national Constitution.
Section 27 of the current constitution emphasizes that the State shall ensure the
equality of all citizens before the law, without distinction of origin, race, language or
religion and prohibits unjust discrimination against a person on the grounds of such
differences. The constitution also ensures cultural freedom by stipulating that
individual Thais who belong to diverse communities have the rights to preserve their
ways of life and express their cultures.

Thailand’s Third National Human Rights Plan (2014-2018) also reiterates that the Thai
Government shall continue to pursue a consistent multicultural policy aimed to
accommodate diversity as part of its overall policy to promote human rights as
provided in the Thai Constitution and to ensure effective implementation of the two UN
international human rights instruments, namely, the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights or ICESCR and the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination or CERD.

And this is where we have come full circle.
As a nation, we Thai people have always embraced diversity. Cultural Pluralism has

always been the grain of the Thai society. Social and cultural dialogues come natural
as part of our everyday lives, without realizing it.



But what we have difficulty with is having dialogues with those who seek to impose
extremism, violence and separatism in the Thai society. Where should the dialogue
begin when the ultimate goal of these people is to distort history and to carve out an
independent state with no means to sustain itself except for religious preaching, and
will continue to take innocent lives until the government gives in to what they want?

Madame/Mr. President,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

We are here to reaffirm that inclusive diversity and pluralism is strength. We are also
here to acknowledge that it is a force that can overcome intolerance, radicalism and
hate. It is such force that have long served as the foundation of the Thai society. For
centuries, it has helped us strike the right balance in our society and it will continue to
do so for years to come.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.
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Suggested Talking Points
“the Implementation of the Resolution: Cyber Warfare: A
Serious Threat to Peace and Global Security at the 132nd IPU
Assembly in Hanoi, Vietnam (1 April 2015)

e The National Legislative Assembly (NLA), the legislative body of
Thailand, works hand in hand with the Ministry of Digital Economy and
Society to address cyber-related issues. According to ThaiCERT, a public
entity tasked with responding to and dealing with cyber incidents in
Thailand, it received almost 3,800 cyber incident reports in the previous
year. The three leading threat categories which account for 80% of all
reports are fraud, intrusions and malicious code. These cyber threats have
adversely affected public and private sectors alike. It is therefore necessary
to monitor the risks closely in order to develop measures to prevent serious
threats which affect national security or threaten economic and social

stability.

e Following the adoption of the Resolution on Cyber Warfare in 2015,
Thailand has made several changes in response to the emergence of new
threats. The Thai Government set up a National Cybersecurity Committee
chaired by the Prime Minister. It has proposed a national cybersecurity
policy which has been approved by the National Security Council and
awaits further approval from the Cabinet. On the legislative side, the NLA
has amended the Computer Crime Act 2017 (2" amendment) early this
year with a purpose to provide more effective public critical infrastructure
protection. In addition, another two draft bills are to be enacted. First is the
draft Cybersecurity Bill. This new bill aims to specify Thailand’s
cybersecurity-related strategic policy, implementation plans and measures
to address cyber-related threats. The bill has passed the public opinion
stage and awaits further consultation with concerned parties. In the
meantime, the government has also set up an ad-hoc cybersecurity
committee under the Prime Minister’s Office to oversee the nation’s
cybersecurity policy. Second is the draft Data Protection Bill, which is to

be submitted to the NLA for consideration.

e Thailand’s legislative process is based on international practices and
principles, taking into account the balance between citizens’ rights to
online freedom and protection from cyber threats, in accordance with
Resolution 17. In addition, we also invite stakeholders’ involvement
during the development of these laws. Public forums were frequently
organized for public, business and private citizens to review and voice their

opinions in accordance with Resolutions 2, 8, 10 and 13.



Suggested Talking Points
“Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving
sustainable development”

Thailand supports the commitment to forge stronger linkages between
peace, security and sustainable development, which we believe are
interdependent and mutually reinforcing.

We continue to look for ways to strengthen our commitments to make
2017, in the words of the UNSG Antonio Guterres, a ‘year of peace’,
especially through the implementation process of the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs).
We believe they are an important tool for achieving sustainable peace as
well as sustaining peace.

Thailand gives importance to conflict prevention through peacekeeping
operations, emphasizing the need for sustainable development in order to
prevent all conflicts at root causes. The concept of sustaining peace is thus
supported fully. Within the scope of peacekeeping operations, Thailand’s
peacekeepers have helped enhance capacity-building of the people in the
conflict areas so that they can become self-reliant at post conflicts and it
would also prevent recurrence of the conflicts. Ever since 1958, Thailand
has sent out more than 27,000 troops over 20 UN Peacekeeping
Operations. Among the notable missions are in Timor-Leste and Darfur,
where Thailand has sent troops to help support local people in order for
them to be able to stand on their feet afterwards. Thailand also supports
greater participation of women in peacebuilding. We believe that in
achieving peaceful and inclusive society, women’s engagement is highly
crucial too.

On our part, Thailand’s successful national development policy and
models have been guided by the Sufficiency Economy Philosophy (SEP)
of His Majesty the late King Rama X, which support the realization of the
SDGs in our country. The SEP emphasizes a people-centered and balanced
approach to achieve sustainable economic development. We have
promoted the exchange of knowledge and best practices on SEP for other
Member States through scholarships, site visits, and development projects,
and stand ready to share experiences and collaborate with Uruguay in this
regard.

In addition, the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) of Thailand has
passed two groundbreaking laws earlier this year — the National Strategy
Act and the National Reform Plans Act — both of which become into force
this July. These two laws have highlighted the interlinkage between
sustainable development and national security as one aspect of the 20-year
national strategic plan. The legal instruments would also task the
government and all public agencies with their works toward sustainable
development and sustaining peace in their respective strategic plans. In this
regard, Thailand stands firm to advance this agenda for the years to come.
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"the UN Process for the prohibition of nuclear weapons: What hope for nuclear disarmament?"
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1. Thailand firmly believes that to achieve and sustain global peace and security, States must
step-up our collective efforts regarding disarmament and non-proliferation of all types of
Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD). Therefore, Thailand welcomes the historic adoption of
the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) on 7 July 2017 in New York. This
treaty establishes a new international norm to prohibit and delegitimize nuclear weapons,
complementing and strengthening the provisions of other international agreements on nuclear
weapons, such as the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT), and further
contributing to efforts towards general and complete nuclear disarmament.

2. Thailand is glad to be a part of the process leading towards the adoption of the Treaty,
clearing a pathway to a world without nuclear weapons. From our being the Depositary State of
the Southeast Asian Nuclear-Weapon-Free-Zone Treaty or the Treaty of Bangkok, co-hosting a
Regional Roundtable on the Humanitarian Impacts of Nuclear Weapons and Prospects of a Ban
Treaty in 2015, to our Chairmanship of the Open-Ended Working Group on taking forward
multilateral nuclear disarmament negotiations in 2016 which led to the commencement of the
Treaty’s negotiations in 2017. Now, Thailand has become one of the first three countries to sign
and ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons upon the first day of its being open
for signature.

3. With the catastrophic effects of any use of nuclear weapon, we do not believe that these
weapons are legitimate to provide security in the global security system. More than ever, the
international community needs to join hands to assure that the world is safe from the risks
from accidental, mistaken, unauthorized or intentional nuclear weapon detonation.
Thailand strongly believes that this Treaty is a timely step towards the total elimination of such
weapons and their risks. Hence, Thailand calls on countries to sign and ratify this Treaty at the
earliest opportunity and look forward to its entry into force. Thailand also encourages
parliamentarians to play an active role in urging their governments to sign and ratify the Treaty
and in facilitating the required national processes.

4. On a special note, Thailand wishes to congratulate the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN) on being awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize, which is well
deserved in light of ICAN’s recognized advocacy and tireless effort in realizing this Treaty.
Thailand appreciates our working relationship with ICAN as well as other states and civil society.
We hope that the recognition by this prestigious award will promote awareness and draw
attention at all levels to the urgency of banning the most destructive weapon ever
created. Thailand will continue to work towards the realization of our shared goal of a
world free of nuclear weapons.
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(As delivered)
Intervention on
“Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs, especially
on renewable energy”
By
Hon. Mr. Prasert BUNSUMPUN
The Standing Commitfee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade
Monday 16™ October 2016, 14.30 - 18.30 hrs.
Multi-functional Hall (Znd floor), Parliamentary Centre
St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

Mr. Chairperson

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen, '

Although the establishment of policies and strategies by government is the
most crucial part to promote the implementation of SDGs in every country,
moving forward the SDGs demands multi-stakeholders initiatives especially the
role of private sectors.

In Thailand, a considerable number of companies are increasingly
recognized for their potential contributions to the implementation of the SDGs.
Each of them sets its own targets and strategies with the SDGs, then aligns its
business operations toward that direction. And for them, SDGs is a synonym of
corporate governance.

As examples, Thailand's largest energy firm (PTT PLC) has contributed
within its roles to achieve the SDGs by focusing on good governance, social and
environmental responsibility, and greenovation. Moreover, there are currently 17
private companies from Thailand listed on the Dow Jones Sustainability Indices
(DJST), the world recognition for commitment to sustainable business practices,
reflecting their organizational engagement to sustainability.

The Thai Government and related national authorities have developed
national poIiE:iﬂés and several measures have put in place to promote sustainable
energy and energy efficiency.

As a result of government policy on renewable energy development, the
consumption of renewable energy grows up continuously and significantly. This



leads to investment on renewable energy projects by privétte sectors. In 2016,
investment on renewable energy by government and private sectors reached about
100 billion baht. Biomass energy investment played a major role of renewable
energy investment, sharing 38.7%. Thailand set a goal to increase a share of
renewable energy consumption from 8 percent in 2015 to 30 percent in 2036,
contributing to reduce the greenhouse gas emission in the country.

For more than a decade, the country has applied Sufficiency Economy
Philosophy principles guided by His Majesty the late King Bhumibol Adulyadej to
the works and activities of both public and private sectors. In particular, the said
royal philosophy has deepened down to local communities to become self-reliant

in using clean energy.

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

In summary, the Thai Delegation would like to make the following
recommendations to further advance the uptake of renewable energy: (1)
government has an important role in supporting the research and development,
promoting efficiency of energy system, encouraging private ‘sector to involve in
renewable energy; (2) Knowledge and technology transfer, both national and
international level, is important for enhancing sustainable energy. (3)
Parliamentarians also have a key role to play in developing legislation to facilitate
renewable energy development. (4) Environrﬁentally friendly ideas and SDGs
knowledge should be incorporated into an educational curriculum to raise

awareness among the youth of the next generation.

I thank you all for your kind attention.
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- Intervention on - |
“Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy
The Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
By Hon, Mr. Poj] ARAMWATTANANONT
Member of the National Legislative Assembly,
Sunday, 15 October 2017, 09:30 - 13:00 hrs./14.30 - 18.30 hrs.,
Hall no. 1 {ground floor), Tavrichesky Palace

»

Madam/Mr. Chairman,
Honourables,
Distinguished Delegates,

1. Thailand supports the draft resolution which is well composed and inclusive. Thailand is one
of the countries that celebrates the International Day of the Democracy during the week of 15
September 2017.

2. As this year marks the 20™ anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy, ! wish to
reaffirm that on our path to strengthen a sustainable democracy, Thailand remains fully
committed to the true spirit and value of democracy; a democracy that is based on good

governance, accountability, rule of law, and human rights,

3. Let me share with you our experiences towards achieving a sustainable democracy.

3.1) Since the National Legislative Assembly (NLA) which functioning as a unicameral
legislative body since 2014, NLA has passed 310 bills, among them, 251 bills were promulgated.
Most importantly, a number of human rights-related laws have been passed or upgraded.
These legislations include:

- The Gender Equality Act, which is aimed at protecting everyone from gender-based
discrimination;

- Public Assembly Act, which is aimed to resolve, prevent and restore an unlawful
situation such as a political chaotic assembly back to normalcy and peace;

- Prevention and Suppression of Human Trafficking Act, which is aimed at addressing the
evolving nature of human trafficking;

- Labour Protection Act, which demonstrates the country’s zero tolerance towards the

use of child labour under the age of 15.

.3.2) To represent the Thai people, NLA has worked closely with the people and regularly
organized meetings, panel discussions, as well as seminars with the public including
representatives from local communities so as to listen to their opinions on certain issues.
Moreover, value-activities have been organized to promote democracy throughout the country.

4. Realizing that inclusiveness is the key to fulfill the people-centered development on
democracy, we are committed to the implementation of the roadmap towards achieving



) P

sustained democracy, social harmony, and lasting stability. Progress has been made such as
having a new Constitution that was approved in a referendum last August which have paved <he
way for general elections. On top of thét, all the processes were inclusive, allowing the public,
academia, medias, and civil societies to express their opinions that were in good faith and
consistent with the law on various channels such as public discussion and seminars across the

country.

5. In conclusion, please rest assured that we and all parliamentarian colleagues stand ready to
work closely with the IPU for better understanding among parliaments and peoples for peace,
democracy and protection of Human Rights in all corners of the world.

Thank you.

Responsible Officer
Miss Supisra Kankaew
Assistant Secretary to the Delegation

IPU/AFasY i RdaEunza Az 3-PUL37/9 @.n, 60/16.34 u.
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Suggested Talking Points

Session 1 : The parliamentary dimension to the United Nations - 20 years in the making.

®  MNIWVBEANIATFANINUNTZUINANUTEYIYIANRIULN

themselves for greater cooperation with the UN.

of the SDGs in 2030.

Since 1990s, when the IPU and the UN began their journey towards a solid
cooperation, 8 UNGA Resolutions (2002-2016) on the Cooperation of the IPU and UN
had been adopted. These also contributed to the IPU’s observer status at the UNGA
in 2002. Every five years since the Millennium, the IPU had gathered the world’s

Speakers of Parliaments, as prime leaders at the legislative branch, to commit

Many of IPU’s Meetings in relations with the UN’s work have been recognized
as milestone to more inclusive environment between the executive and legislative.
International issues included in the 8 MDGs and further enhanced in the 17 SDGs are
well recognized and engaged by parliamentarians who devote themselves in these
issues of their particular interest. However, | would add that, in order to ensure the
continuity of cooperation, each UN national country team should develop a more
structured and integrated role with each national parliament as recommended in
the 2016 UNGA Resolution. | should conclude that, within my capacity as a member
of the Bureau of the IPU Standing Committee on UN Affairs, | am committed to

supporting all relevant authorities concerned towards the successful implementation

® N1IINNIAMLBYNTTUTNTNEINUNTRAAMIUKAYRINITANTUNTIANY SDGs Lag
AMZNITUITNITNTAUTEINA a1 TATYNALKYIR (FaAAdaINULLINIVRITaUR
Ufdunusszndng IPU fiu UN adudiga U 2016 - 49 8)

and analyzed on a regular basis.

| can give you an example of parliamentary best practices in Thailand as
indicated in the Resolution on Cooperation between the IPU and UN. The NLA, by
the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, has already set up a sub-Committee on
following up the SDGs. This sub-Committee seeks ways to look for strategies and
implementation of each goal at the national level. Currently, we are working closely

with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to ensure that all collected data should be kept




® FUIINTFANEAIAUNTEUIUNTANUTEY YA

I, and my colleague, Ms. Suwannee SIRIVEJCHAPUN represent women
members of the NLA in the IPU. We have already engaged with multi-faceted
cooperation with the UN on women empowerment. We always recognized the
women’s leading role in international arena wherever possible. | am also pleased to
hear that at this Assembly we will elect the next IPU President who will most probably
be woman and | anticipate that she could lead the IPU towards greater cooperation
with the UN.

® Asaluvasdiiniasganinunszulunisandssevif

| should add that the IPU and UN may seek ways to foster greater cooperation
on each specific goal of the SDGs. As | learned that now parliamentary perspectives
have been incorporated in the report at the HLPF, we can work further on that report

to examine which SDGs are to be focused.

Session 2 : The role of the UN General Assembly in international governance : What

path forward?

e msadsdininisandulalunisusinisianissenineUssinavas UNGA

The post-2015 development agenda was a step toward more integrated and
inclusive functions for global specific issues. To enhance for an effective
implementation of the agenda, the UN should address international governance
bottlenecks by looking closely at each organization’s strategies, methods, and
implementation. The UN should also focus on building a stronger role of the UNGA
as a collaborative platform, especially issues which constitute hindrances of the
paths towards development.

The work of the UN must be more field-centric in order to really correspond
to the needs of member States. In addition, in light of currently increasing focus on
budget efficiency of the UN, the UN would be well advised to improve predictability
of its resources while reducing overlaps and redundancy in the operations of its

bodies.




® UNUMYas UNGA lugnuzfununazasdnsvéniidifgyuas UN wazinausinssssmng
ANSIANLLUAS 9 T UN
In relations to the role of the UNGA and its capabilities in international
governance, Thailand’s stance on this matter emphasizes the need for a
comprehensive cooperation between organizations within the UN system as
mandated in the UN Charter. Moreover, the recruitment for top positions in the UN
should take greater account of gender equality, geographical diversity and

transparency.
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(As delivered)
Intervention
On “Sharing our diversity: The 20™ anniversary of the Universal Declaration
on Democracy”
(Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights)

Hon. Anusart Suwanmongkol
Secretary to the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Member of
Bureau of Women Parliamentarians of the IPU

In the 26" Session of Forum of Women Parliamentarians
14 October 2017 1.30 — 13.00 hrs.
Dumsky Hall, Ground Floor, Tavrichesky Palace,
St.Petersburg Russian Federation

Group I: “How can technology be at the service of democracy and gender equality?
Challenges and opportunities”

“Thailand 4.0 towards Gender Equality Promotion”

There is a wide consensus that information and communication
technologies (ICT) are central to the creation of the emerging global
knowledge-based economy and can play an important role in accelerating
growth, in promoting sustainable development and eradicating poverty in
developing countries. We cannot refuse that ICT is a double-edged sword.
Its rapid diffusion offers vast opportunities, meanwhile poses particular
challenges and risks to women’s empowerment as well as promotion of

gender equality.

In case of Thailand, allow me to introduce to you the Thailand 4.0
the national strategy that aims to move the country out of its ‘lost decade’.
Previously, Thailand 1.0 was based on traditional agriculture, before
transitioning to the light industry of Thailand 2.0 and then the heavy industry
of our current 3.0 status.

Regarding to Thailand 4.0 strategy, Thailand have considering and
monitoring all proposed projects to ensure that ICT can provide diverse
avenues for women'’s social, political and economic empowerment. The way
women'’s economic livelihoods can be uplifted through expanding access to
local and international markets for women producers and traders, and



2

through increased access to jobs, education and training, and entrepreneurial
opportunities.

There are several evidences outlining how the intersection of
gendered social relationships, gender discrimination, and gender-blind 1CT
policy processes undermine women'’s access to opportunities in the erﬁerg'ing
knowledge and information society and also diminish the potential of ICT to
be an effective tool for the promotion of gender equality. Thailand’s
Parliament is on the way to encourage the government to aware of these
specific challenges, such as women’s uneven and unaffordable access to ICT
facilities and services; inadequate provision of relevant content and
applications, particularly in local languages and adapted to the needs of non-
literate women; effects of lack of gender awareness on the part of ICT
decision-makers, particularly in terms of allocation of budgets for 1CT
projects.

Thailand’s Parliament also attempts to present coherent and
strategic responses to the challenges that face women in the ICT area. These
focus -on mainstreaming gender equality in ICT policy, including through
legislation and other measures. Improving women’s access to health care and
education services through expanded use of ICT channels, and strengthening
women’s use of ICT for political participation, advocacy and networking are
also prioritized. '

The message of this speech is that there is an urgent need to ensure
that women enjoy the myriad potentials for social and economic
empowerment offered by ICT and participate effectively in all aspects of the
ICT field. The recommendations suggest that different stakeholders can make
a meaningful contribution to achieving this goal; the achievement of which
contributes to promoting gender equality as well as furthering progress in
eradication of poverty, promotion of peace and security and the enjoyment
of human rights. | am sure that if these actions are properly taken, both
Thailand 4.0 and SDGs Goal 5 will be achieved successfully in its aim of
creating a vision of the information society that contributes to human

development.

- Thank you for your attention.
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Intervention

For Panel Discussion on “Marking the fifth anniversary of the Plan of

Action for Gender-sensitive Parliaments”

. Hon. Suwannee Sirivejchapun
Second Vice Chairperson of the Committee on Social, Children, Youth,

Women, the Elderly, the Disabled and the Underprivileged of the Thai

National Legislative Assembly and Member of Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians of the 1PU

In the 26" Session of Forum of Women Parliamentarians
14 October 2017 14.00 — 16.00 hrs.
Dumsky Hall, Ground Floor, Tavrichesky Palace,
St.Petersburg, Russian Federation

- Thank you Madame Chair and dear all distinguish delegates. For

Thailand, we still have room for improvement in term of Gender-
sensitive Parliaments. Kindly allow me to share some noteworthy on
this.

-~ What Thailand has done to promote gender equality, especially in the

parliament, has started from the upstream of the process of general
election. The new Constitution has guaranteed gender equality
between men and women from preparing a list of candidates for
Member of the House of Representatives which will be submitted by a

political party.

Furthermore, another provision in the Constitution is clearly stipulated
that the State shall take into account the different necessities and needs
with respect to gender, ages and conditions of persons to ensure
fairness.” This will directly result in the budget allocation of parliament.

1 Section 90 para 4, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560

2 Section 71 para 4, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560



[2]

In addition, Thailand also has Gender Equality Act. Under this law,’
there is a mechanism for anyone to claim for compensation under the
ground of discrimination.

In term of financial support, Thailand also has Women Development
Fund. This fund aims to provide financial support to women through
loan and also free grant for women development.

In addition, Women Affairs Sub-Committee in the Parliament believe
that if we fail to decrease violence against women, it would be difficult
to enhance women empowerment. Therefore, we have been attempting
to spread the message against domestic violence by doing activities
outside the parliament, especially in schools and universities. In order
to ensure that the message of the campaign to end violence against
children and women would be heard throughout the year, the Sub-
Committee on Women had launched the “New Gen Say No to Violence”
campaign, which aimed to promote more involvement of school and

university students in combatting violence against women.

Last but not least, the Sub-Committee on Women also organized a
music video competition for a song named “She”. The aim of this
competition is to promote the music video to the public. This music
video surely inspires women as well as encourages the public to
collaboratively join the campaign to protect women and children from

violence in all forms.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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(As delivered)
Intervention
For Parity Debate on“Holding the purse strings: Excercising oversight for
the common good”

Hon. Suwannee Sirivejchapun
Second Vice Chairperson of the Committee on Social, Children, Youth,
Women, the Elderly, the Disabled and the Underprivileged of the Thai
National Legislative Assembly and Member of Bureau of Women
Parliamentarians of the 1PU

In the Parity Debate
_ 17 October 2017 1.00 — 13.00 hrs.
Dumsky Hall, Ground Floor, Tavrichesky Palace,
St.Petersburg, Russian Federation

= Thank you Mr. Chairman. Thailand’s budget cycle is composed of 5
steps. Those are Budget Planning, Budget Preparation, Budget
Adoption, Budget Execution and Budget Monitoring and Evaluation.
The Parliament is involved at the third step, “Budget Adoption.” To
adopt the annual budget means to consider the budget bill submitted
by the Council of Ministers, since the expenditure estimates of the
State shall be made in the form of an Act.'

- The Annual Appropriations bill shall also demonstrate sources of
" income and revenue estimates, expected outcomes or benefits from the
spending of State funds, and consistency with the national strategy and
various development plans.?

- Under the new Constitution, the preparation of the budget has to use
Gender Responsive Budgeting concept. Therefore, budget allocation by
the State should take into consideration the different necessities and
needs on the basis of sex, age and individual condition, for the purpose
of fairness.?

1 Section 141, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand 8.E. 2560

2 Section 142, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560

3 Section 71 para 4, The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560
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- However, as to the Gender Responsive Budgeting principle, it is quite
a new concept for the preparation of the budget. Therefore, there
might be a lot of things that we can learn from the best practices of
other countries in the 1PU,

- As to control the budget, the said Ad-hoc Committee is mandated to
scrutinize and amend the figures on each items prepared by the public
agencies. The state agencies shall be questioned and inquired on each
expenditures in order to provide reasons for budget allocation. The
revised Bill shall be subsequently submitted to the National Legislative
Assembly for final consideration.

Distinguished Delegates,

- Acting for more effective legislative oversight and scrutiny role, the
Thai Parliamentary Budget Office (or Thai PBO) has been established
in the year Twenty-thirteen (2013). This new parliamentary body is
designed to enhance parliamentary engagement in the budgeting
process by providing necessary data and analysis to the said ad-hoc
Committee and the Parliament for its prudent decision making and
finally for the approval of the budget.

- Thank you for your kind attention.
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Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyang.

Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the
Universal Declaration on Democracy

Resolution adopted unanimously by the 137" IPU Assembly
(St. Petersburg, 18 October 2017)

The 137" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Acknowledging the significance of the IPU’s 1997 Universal Declaration on
Democracy and taking note of the world parliamentary community’s extensive use of the
Declaration,

Reaffirming the IPU’s Declaration on Criteria for Free and Fair Elections
adopted in 1994 which confirms that in any State the authority of the government can
derive only from the will of the people as expressed in genuine, free and fair elections,

Reiterating that democracy, human rights and the rule of law constitute
universal, interdependent and mutually reinforcing ideals,

Taking into account the following United Nations instruments — the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (1966), the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(1966), the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women
(1979), the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (2006), the United
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious
and Linguistic Minorities (1992) and the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action on
Human Rights (1993),

Reaffirming the core elements set out in the Universal Declaration on
Democracy, in particular the existence of representative institutions at all levels, and,
notably, a parliament in which all components of society are represented and which has
effective legislative and oversight powers, equal partnership between men and women in
the conduct of the affairs of society, an independent judiciary, the holding of free and fair
elections at regular intervals on the basis of universal, equal and secret suffrage, the right
to organise political parties, the right to freedom of expression and assembly, including
through electronic means of communication, active civil society, open and free media,
and the protection of the rights of persons with disabilities, minorities and vulnerable or
marginalized groups of people,

Referring to existing IPU resolutions, including those on human
rights (2004), civil society (2005), universal democratic and electoral standards (2007);
freedom of expression and the right to information (2009), youth participation in the
democratic process (2010), citizen engagement in democracy (2013), democracy in the
digital era (2015), women'’s political participation (2016), the threat posed by terrorism to
democracy and human rights (2016), as well as the IPU’s Plan of Action for
Gender-sensitive Parliaments (2012),

Noting that democracy is both an ideal to be pursued and a mode of
government, as stated in the Universal Declaration on Democracy, to be applied
according to the modalities which reflect the diversity of experiences and cultural and
political particularities, without derogating from internationally recognised principles,
norms and standards,

#IPU137
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Also noting the close relationship between democracy and sustainable development,
and drawing attention to the importance of democratic governance for the achievement of the
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) as enshrined in the outcome document of the United
Nations Summit on the Post-2015 Development Agenda entitled Transforming our world: The 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development,

Confirming the central role of parliaments in democracy, and the need for
representative, transparent, accessible, accountable and effective institutions at all levels,

Wishing to foster active citizen engagement in the democratic process and in the
activities of governments at all levels, including among young people, and committed to achieving
gender equality in political decision-making,

Underscoring the vital importance of a strong, pluralistic and freely operating civil
society in keeping governments accountable, as well as of access to independent, credible and
reliable information, and reiterating that freedom of expression is a cornerstone of democracy that
permits the free flow of ideas,

Noting the new opportunities for democratic participation offered by digital media, as
well as the challenges they can present, and underscoring the need to safeguard and promote
fundamental rights, such as the right to personal safety and integrity, the right to privacy and the
right to determine the disclosure and use of one’s own personal data,

Also noting that peace, security and development are major enablers of democracy,
and expressing deep concern about violent extremism and terrorism in all its forms, which aim to
eliminate democracy, human rights and basic freedoms and which constitute a threat to peace and
security,

Recognizing the importance of democratic principles in international relations and the
important role of international and regional organizations in upholding these principles,

Expressing support for the 2007 UN General Assembly resolution 62/7 to designate
15 September as the International Day of Democracy,

1. Reaffirms that democracy is a universal value that does not belong to any country or
region and that, as a system of government, democracy contributes to the fulfillment of
human potential, the eradication of poverty, the development of open and peaceful
societies and the improvement of relations among nations;

2. Reiterates that building a democratic society requires respect for international law and
for the principles of the rule of law, human rights, respect for diversity and the
equitable inclusion of all citizens, gender equality, and the protection of persons with
disabilities, migrant workers and members of their family, national or ethnic, religious
and linguistic minorities as well as vulnerable or marginalized groups of peoples;

3. Reaffirms the role and the importance of the opposition as a key component of
democracy, which criticizes and scrutinizes the government and the parliamentary
majority, and represents political alternatives and the interests of the sections of the
population in the political minority;

4. Calls on parliaments and all public institutions to take action and continually work to
attain and uphold the principles and values established in the Universal Declaration on
Democracy;

5. Reaffirms the importance of the separation of powers between the legislative,

executive and judicial branches of government, underscores the importance of
securing the independence of parliaments and the judiciary through the constitution
and legislation, and urges parliaments to enhance their capacity to oversee the
policies, administration and expenditure of the executive as part of a system of checks
and balances;
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Calls on parliaments to strengthen citizen engagement and public participation in the
democratic process, and encourages parliaments to continue to improve their working
methods to facilitate the participation of civil society and ordinary citizens in their
deliberations;

Urges parliaments and governments to accelerate their efforts to achieve equality
between men and women in decision-making processes at all levels of national,
regional and international institutions, to ensure equality in all areas of life, including
by introducing affirmative action in policies, legislation and gender-responsive
budgeting, to provide for gender equality in the law and in practice, and to ensure
gender-responsive democratic processes that duly include women'’s participation and
perspectives;

Calls on parliaments and political parties to adopt measures to enhance active
involvement and participation of youth in the electoral process and in parliament’s
business, as well as youth representation at all levels of national, regional and
international institutions, including in parliament;

Also calls on parliaments to ensure that legislation is in place that fully guarantees and
protects freedom of expression so that politicians, journalists, human rights defenders
and other ordinary citizens can speak publicly on matters of concern without fear of
reprisals, to denounce any such reprisals and to do everything in their power to ensure
the protection of persons at risk and the punishment of those responsible for such
acts;

Urges parliaments and governments to take legislative and institutional steps to
ensure the progressive achievement and consolidation of democratic goals, including
through the establishment of an independent and impartial mechanism for the
management of elections;

Calls on parliaments to condemn and reject the removal of an elected government
through unconstitutional means;

Encourages parliaments, governments, and political parties, journalists and civil
society to denounce all forms of speech, including online, which degrades others,
promotes hatred and encourages violence against any group; to promote respect for
diversity and pluralism in public discourse; to build partnerships with technology
companies and adopt all adequate legislative measures in order to prevent and
eliminate hate speech, cyber harassment, bullying and violence, in particular against
women and girls;

Launches an urgent appeal to parliaments to promote equal access for everyone to
the Internet and new technologies, and the inclusion of civic education in the school
curriculum, including education for democracy, human rights, inclusion and respect for
diversity, gender equality, freedom of religion and sustainable development;

Calls on parliaments to enhance their contribution to achieving the SDGs, and to hold
governments to account for progress in meeting development targets, in the spirit of
leaving no-one behind;

Urges respect for democratic principles in inter-State relations as well as in
international organizations, and underlines its conviction that principles of democracy
must be applied to the international management of issues of common concern to
humankind, in particular the human environment;

Calls on the IPU to continue to support efforts of parliaments to strengthen democracy
and ensure good governance;

Also calls on IPU Member Parliaments to renew their efforts to implement the
provisions of all IPU resolutions related to democracy, as well as the IPU Plan of
Action for Gender-sensitive Parliaments and requests the IPU to monitor and regularly
report on progress as part of its overall strategy to promote democracy;

Invites the United Nations to examine the possibility of designating 30 June as the
International Day of Parliamentarism in commemoration of the creation of the IPU on
30 June 1889.
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Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone.

Ending the grave human crisis, persecution and violent
attacks on the Rohingya as a threat to international
peace and security and ensuring their unconditional

and safe return to their homeland in Myanmar

Resolution adopted by consensus’ by the 137" IPU Assembly
(St. Petersburg, 17 October 2017)

The 137" Assembly of the Inter-Parliamentary Union,

Recalling the Resolution adopted unanimously by the 117" IPU Assembly
(Geneva,10 October 2007) on The urgent need to immediately stop the widespread
human rights violations and to restore the democratic rights of the Beople of Myanmar,
and also recalling the Resolution adopted unanimously by the 133" IPU Assembly
(Geneva, 21 October 2015) on The role of the Inter-Parliamentary Union, parliaments,
parliamentarians, and international and regional organizations in providing necessary
protection and urgent support to those who have become refugees through war, internal
conflict and social circumstances, according to the principles of international humanitarian
law and international conventions,

Reaffirming the relevant United Nations General Assembly resolutions,
including resolutions 70/233, 68/242, 67/233 and 66/230 on the Situation of human rights
in Myanmar,

Taking into account the Charter of the United Nations (1945), the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (1948), the United Nations Declaration on the Elimination of
All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1963), the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights (1966) and the First Optional Protocol (1966),

Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolution 64/238 which
recognizes the Rohingya ethnic minority in the Northern Rakhine State of Myanmar and
United Nations General Assembly resolution 69/248 which urges the Government of
Myanmar to grant citizenship and equal rights to the Rohingya ethnic minority,

Profoundly distressed by the continuing violence, forced displacement and
serious violations of human rights experienced by ethnic Rohingya in the Rakhine State
of Myanmar,

Particularly shocked by the practice of ethnic cleansing in the Northern
Rakhine State of Myanmar which is aimed at the displacement or destruction of ethnic or
religious groups,

Expressing concern over the unprecedented exodus of the Rohingya to
Bangladesh and the humanitarian and potential security consequences for Bangladesh
and the region,

Taking note of the United Nations Secretary-General’'s comments and
concerns regarding ethnic cleansing,

Welcoming the Government of Bangladesh's efforts to assist the forcibly
displaced Rohingya by offering temporary refuge and appreciating the support provided
by United Nations agencies and other countries and international partners,

The delegation of China expressed a reservation on parts of the resolution, while the delegation
of Myanmar rejected the entire resolution.

#IPU137
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Deeply concerned by the placing of anti-personnel mines in violation of international
norms along the border to prevent the Rohingya from returning to Myanmar,

Welcoming the final report and recommendations of the Advisory Commission on Rakhine
State led by Kofi Annan,

Expressing deep sorrow for the victims of the atrocities perpetrated by the Myanmar
security forces and extremist ethnic Rakhine civilian vigilantes and also expressing profound sympathy
to the Rohingya,

1. Strongly condemns all gross violations of human rights in the Rakhine State of Myanmarr,
including the loss of many innocent lives, and, particularly, the abhorrent practice of
ethnic cleansing, and calls on the Government of Myanmar to cease these violations with
immediate effect and ensure full respect for the human rights and fundamental freedoms
of all persons, without distinction of race or religion;

2. Supports the United Nations Human Rights Council's decision to send an independent,
accountable multinational team to investigate the alleged human rights violations
committed by the security forces in Rakhine State;

3. Expresses grave concern regarding the recent atrocities perpetrated by security
forces and their extremist civilian accomplices against the Rohingya minority, which
constitute serious and blatant violations of international laws;

4. Calls upon the authorities of Myanmar to take urgent and immediate action to end all
violence and to confront all practices that are in violation of human rights, international
law and the international covenants;

5. Also calls upon the United Nations Security Council, the United Nations Human
Rights Council and all relevant international and regional organizations to urgently
intervene without delay and halt the human tragedy affecting the Rohingya minority,
and to address the crisis, which represents a threat to international security and
peace;

6. Appreciates the efforts of the Government of Bangladesh to provide some one million
distressed Rohingya with, inter alia, shelter, food, sanitation, water and medical
attention;

7. Also appreciates the Government of Indonesia’s support for the processes of military
reform and democratization in Myanmar by respecting democratic values and
ensuring the protection of minorities;

8. Further appreciates the solidarity expressed by other countries, as well as United
Nations agencies and other international organizations to the forcibly displaced
Rohingya, and the support and assistance that they have provided;

9. Invites all IPU Member Parliaments to join the efforts towards securing the basic rights
of the Rohingya, extending humanitarian support to the Rohingya and supporting the
action of Bangladesh and the international community aimed at the sustainable return
of the Rohingya people to their homeland of Myanmar, and also invites them to
contribute to the restoration of stability and security in Rakhine State;

10. Regrets that the Parliament of Myanmar has yet to take any measures to halt the
violence and put an end to the tragic situation affecting the Rohingya in Rakhine
State;

11. Strongly stresses that the Government of Myanmar must eliminate the root causes of
the crisis, including the denial of citizenship to the Rohingya people based on the
1982 Citizenship Act which has led to their statelessness and deprival of their rights,
and to their continued dispossession;



12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

Firmly calls upon the authorities of Myanmar to grant citizenship and all other rights to
the Rohingya people, including freedom of movement and access to the labour
market, education and health and social services;

Calls on the Government of Myanmar

(@) to cease the violence and practice of ethnic cleansing in Rakhine State
immediately, unconditionally and forever,

(b)  to ensure the sustainable return of all forcibly displaced Rohingya
sheltered in Bangladesh to their homes in Myanmar within the shortest
possible time,

(c) toimplement the recommendations of Kofi Annan’s Commission Report
immediately, unconditionally and entirely;

Urges the international community, in particular the United Nations, to seriously
consider further action to address the ongoing crisis in Myanmar and calls on the
Government of Myanmar to urgently grant access to the United Nations Fact-Finding
Mission to Myanmar so that it can conduct a thorough and independent investigation
into all alleged atrocities and gross violations of human rights in Rakhine State;

Recommends strongly the creation, as required, of temporary safe zones inside
Myanmar under United Nations supervision to protect all civilians irrespective of
religion and ethnicity;

Calls for a sustainable solution to the human rights situation in Rakhine State through
the formulation of a peace-building plan;

Also calls for inclusive integration programmes for Rohingya refugees in the receiving
countries;

Recommends unfettered media and humanitarian access in the Northern Rakhine
State;

Strongly calls upon the Government of Myanmar to take measures against the anti-
Rohingya hate campaign in Myanmar as well as to stop civilian vigilantism and
extremism;

Urges all parliaments to encourage their respective governments to intensify
diplomatic pressure on Myanmar at all levels to put an end to the tragic situation in the
Rakhine State of Myanmar which constitutes a grave threat to international peace and
security;

Calls on the IPU through its Committee to Promote Respect for International
Humanitarian Law to explore appropriate and practical measures to be undertaken by
the global parliamentary community to address the situation of the Rohingya people
and provide a peaceful and sustainable solution to the crisis and, in particular, to
invite all IPU Member Parliaments to inform the IPU of all measures they have taken
in that regard in order that the IPU may report on the implementation of this
Resolution at the 138" IPU Assembly;

Requests the IPU Secretary General to convey the present resolution to the IPU
Member Parliaments, the United Nations Secretary-General and the relevant
international and regional organizations;

Resolves to remain vigilant regarding further developments in Myanmar.
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Asia-Pacific Group Meeting

Saturday, 14" October 2017
09.30 hrs- 11.00 hrs, Event Hall, Parliament center,
at the second venue of the St. Petersburg Assembly.

St. Petersburg, Russian Federation

Provisional Agenda

Opening Remarks by the Chairperson of the Asia-Pacific Group Meeting
Adoption of the Agenda

Adoption of the Minutes of the Asia-Pacific Group Meeting held in Dhaka,
Bangladesh on 17" October, 2017

Briefing by IPU Executive Committee members of the Asia-Pacific Group
Report of the ASEAN+3 Group Meeting
Vacancies to be filled during the IPU 136" Assembly /if any/

Consideration of Emergency items for inclusion in the Assembly Agenda /if
any/

Nomination to the Drafting Committees

The Next Chairperson of the Asia-Pacific Geopolitical Group

10.Other matters

- Announcement by Mr. Ismail Kahraman, Speaker of the Grand national
Assembly of Turkey about 10th Plenary Session of Asian Parliamentary
Assembly

11. Closing Remarks by the Chairperson of the Asia-Pacific Group Meeting
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137" IPU Assembly

St. Petersburg, Russian Federation
14 — 18 October 2017

Inter-Parliamentary Union

For democracy. For everyone

JOURNAL'
Saturday, 14 October 2017

NTARY
\P&’y‘ Nro,

Time

Meeting

Place

9am.-10a.m.

10a.m.-11 a.m.

10a.m.—-11.30 a.m.

10.30 a.m. -1 p.m.
10.30 - 11.30 a.m.
11.30 am.—-1p.m.

11.30a.m. -1 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m.—4 p.m.

4 p.m.—-5p.m.

230 p.m. -6 p.m.

3p.m.-6p.m.

7.30 p.m.—-8.30 p.m.

Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

Meeting of Advisers and Secretaries to delegations

Group of Facilitators for Cyprus

Forum of Women Parliamentarians

+ Welcome remarks and discussion on gender activities at the 137" Assembly

¢ Contribution to the draft resolution on Sharing our diversity:
The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy

The discussion will take place in two groups (Group 1: Dumsky Hall;
Group 2: Reading Room).

Meeting of Chairpersons of Geopolitical Groups and Presidents of
Standing Committees

Forum of Women Parliamentarians

+ Panel discussion marking the fifth anniversary of the Plan of Action for
Gender-sensitive Parliaments

+ Hearing with candidates for the post of President of the IPU

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
The Committee will hold hearings on cases in Sri Lanka and the Bolivarian
Republic of Venezuela.

Committee on Middle East Questions

Inaugural Ceremony of the 137" Assembly in the presence of

H.E. Vladimir Putin, President of the Russian Federation,

followed by a reception *

+ Delegates are requested to wear their badges and show their invitation cards.

+ Delegates are further requested to take their seats no later than 7 p.m.
Seating is on a first-come, first-served basis.

+ Shuttle buses will run between Tavrichesky Palace and official hotels every
20 minutes between 4.30 p.m. and 6 p.m.

* Due to the large number of participants, each delegation will receive in their pigeonhole a
limited number of invitations for the seated dinner.

! Information as at 6 p.m. on 13 October.

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 115
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

ExpoForum
Convention and
Exhibition Centre
(pavilion F)

St. Petersburg
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Preview of main programme for Sunday, 15 October

9am.-11am.

9.30 a.m. -1 p.m.

2.30 p.m. —6.30 p.m.

10a.m.—1p.m.

11lam.—1p.m.

2.30 p.m. -5 p.m.
5p.m. —-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. — 6.30 p.m.

3p.m.—6pm.

8 p.m.

Governing Council Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)

Election of the President of the Assembly Tavrichesky Palace

Reports by the IPU President and Secretary General

Democracy moment

Launch of the Global Parliamentary Report 2017 — Parliamentary oversight:
Parliament's power to hold government to account

* & o o

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights Hall No. 1
+ Presentation and debate of the draft resolution on Sharing our diversity: _ (ground floor)
The 20" anniversary of the Universal Declaration on Democracy Tavrichesky Palace

+ Drafting of the resolution in plenary

Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU Multifunctional Hall
« Contribution to the work of the 137" Assembly (2" floor)
+ Update and discussion on the Forum’s workplan and activities (2017-2018)  Parliamentary Centre
* Preparations for the 138" Assembly

+ Hearing with candidates for the post of President of the IPU

+ Briefing on the 19" World Festival of Youth and Students (Sochi, October 2017)

Assembly

¢ Stamp issue ceremony Dumsky Hall

+ Start of the General Debate on Promoting cultural pluralism and peace ) (ground floor)
through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue Tavrichesky Palace

> Keynote address by Ms Rita Izsak-Ndiaye, UN Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination

+ Continuation of the General Debate
+ Decision on the emergency item

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs Multifunctionfl Hall
n

+ Panel discussion on The parliamentary dimension to the United Nations — _ (2™ floor)

20 years in the making Parliamentary Centre

+ Panel discussion on The role of the UN General Assembly in international
governance: What path forward?

Interactive session on Key findings from the 2017 Global Reading Room
Parliamentary Report on oversight (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

(English and

French only)

Reception in honour of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians Marble Palace
hosted by Ms. Valentina Matvienko, Chairperson of the Council of
the Federation, Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation

Kindly note that seating for the reception is limited and invitations are being
distributed to women parliamentarians at the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians on Saturday, 14 October. Any women parliamentarians who
do not receive an invitation and who wish to attend the reception are kindly
requested to send an email to cfipo@yandex.ru in order for their name to be

included in the guest list.
*


mailto:cfipo@yandex.ru
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OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Sunday, 15 October 2017

1p.m.—2.30 p.m.

Interactive session on Ending AIDS through improving sexual and Reading Room
reproductive health: The need for urgent parliamentary action, (ground floor)
organized by the IPU, the World Health Organization (WHO), The Tavrichesky Palace
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH) and the Joint

United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)

A light lunch will be provided.

Monday, 16 October 2017

10.30 a.m.

2.30 p.m.—4 p.m.

4 p.m.—-6.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m.

During the Assembly: Dumsky Hall

Keynote address by Patriarch Kirill, Chair of the CIS Inter-Religious Council (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade Multifunctiorggl Hall
+ Briefing on The parliamentary contribution to the 2017 UN Climate Change _ (2™ floor)
Conference Parliamentary Centre

+ Debate on Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs,
especially on renewable energy

Interactive session on The UN process for the prohibition of nuclear Hall No. 1
weapons: What hope for nuclear disarmament? (ground floor)
Moderator: Mr. Anti Avsan, MP (Sweden) Tavrichesky Palace

Keynote speakers: H.E. Ambassador Elayne Whyte-Gomez (Costa Rica),
President of the UN Conference to Negotiate a Legally
Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons,
Leading towards their Total Elimination
Mr. Bruce Blair, President and Founder of Global Zero

Discussants: Senator Laura Rojas Hernandez (Mexico)

Mr. Alyn Ware, Global Coordinator, Parliamentarians for
Nuclear Non-Proliferation and International Security

Mr. Jean-Marie Collin, Associate Researcher at the
Group for Research and Information on Peace and
Security (GRIP) and Co-Chair of the French Steering
Group for the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear
Weapons (ICAN-France)

Tuesday, 17 October 2017

9a.m.-10.30 a.m.

9am.—11am.

1llam.—1p.m.
llam.—1p.m.
11 p.m.—1p.m.

e-Parliament interactive session on The digital tools that Hall No. 1
parliamentarians use to do their work (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

(English and

French only)

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security Multifunctional Hall
+ Panel discussion on The role of parliament in monitoring the action of (2™ floor)
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations Parliamentary Centre

+ Panel discussion on The implementation of a previous resolution on cyber
warfare (Hanoi, 2015)

Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for Hall No. 1
International Humanitarian Law (ground floor)
Panel discussion on Forty years since the adoption of the Additional  Tavrichesky Palace
Protocol to the Geneva Conventions: How does the law still protect in

contemporary war?

Parity debate on Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight for Dumsky Hall

the common good, organized by the Forum of Women Parliamentarians (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
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430p.m.-6.30p.m.  standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade Hall No. 1

Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the highest ~(ground floor)
health standards Tavrichesky Palace

Wednesday, 18 October 2017

10.30 am.-12.30 p.m. Standing Committee on Peace and International Security Hall No. 1
Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving sustainable (ground floor)
development Tavrichesky Palace

*
* *

OTHER INFORMATION

+ Print-on-demand service: This service is available at the Typing Pool and Photocopying Service for those delegates
who wish to obtain a copy of a document published on the IPU Assembly web page.

+ List of participants: Delegations are reminded that the provisional list of participants is available for consultation on the
Assembly App and that only a limited number of copies have been printed. A printed copy may be obtained, upon
request, from the Document Distribution Service. In order to ensure the accuracy of the final list of participants,
delegations are kindly requested to report any changes to Ms. Marina Filippin at the Registration Desk by 12 noon on
Tuesday, 17 October. The final list of participants will be published on the IPU website.

+ Livre d’or for the outgoing President of the IPU: Delegates are invited to write a message for Mr. Saber Chowdhury in
the livre d’or at the Publications Stand located near the Plenary Room (Dumsky Hall).
*

* *

MEDIA INFORMATION

+ Watch the 137" Assembly live at https://ipul37russia.org/ or http://www.ipu.org.

Follow or take part in discussions on Twitter wusing #IPU137 (www.twitter.com/ipuparliament).
Follow the IPU on @IPUparliament, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians on #WomenMPs and the Forum of
Young Parliamentarians on #youngMPs.

@&  Photos of the event are available on https://www.flickr.com/photos/inter-parliamentary-union/albums.
Please credit: Parliament of the Russian Federation.

For further information, please contact:

Jean Milligan, IPU Sergey Sumbaev, Federal Assembly of the Russian
Mobiles: +41 79 854 3153 (Swiss); +893 1281 2397 (local) Federation
Email: in@ipu.org Email: SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
*
* *

VACANCIES TO BE FILLED AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY

For more detailed information, please see Vacancies document.

* * *

On 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold elections and make appointments as outlined below. Candidatures
(a signed letter and a one-page curriculum vitae) may be submitted to the Submission and Control of Documents Service
(Atrium, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace) up to 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 17 October 2017. Candidates for the Committee on
the Human Rights of Parliamentarians vacancies are required to complete the vacancies form available at
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf.



https://ipu137russia.org/
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PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. G. Cuevas Barron (Mexico);
—Ms. I. Passada (Uruguay).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (male) to complete the term for the African Group; and
three members (one female and two male) for the Twelve Plus Group, one of whom is to complete the term for the
Group.

COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect four members (ideally two female and two male), preferably two members from the
African Group and two members from the Twelve Plus Group.

Committee on Middle East Questions

The Governing Council will elect three members (two female and one male).

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (female) for the African Group; one member (female) for
the Eurasia Group; one member (male) for the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); and one member
(male) for the Twelve Plus Group.

APPOINTMENT OF TWO INTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE 2018 ACCOUNTS
The Governing Council will appoint two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts.

* % %

BUREAU OF WOMEN PARLIAMENTARIANS

Today, Saturday, 14 October 2017, the 26™ Session of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians will elect two regional
representatives to its Bureau to complete the term (March 2018): one regional representative for the Eurasia Group and
one regional representative for the Twelve Plus Group.

The geopolitical groups concerned are requested to submit candidatures by 1 p.m. today, Saturday, 14 October 2017.

BOARD OF THE FORUM OF YOUNG PARLIAMENTARIANS
At its meeting on Sunday, 15 October 2017, the Forum will elect one member (male) to its Board for the Eurasia Group.
The Eurasia Group is invited to submit a candidature by 3 p.m. today, Saturday, 14 October 2017.

* kx %

STANDING COMMITTEE BUREAUX
The following elections to the Bureaux will be held:

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

Two members: One member (female or male) for the Asia-Pacific Group; and one member (female) for the Twelve Plus
Group.

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade
Two members: One member (female or male) for the African Group; and one member (female) for GRULAC.

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs
One member: One member (female) for the African Group.

Candidatures for the above vacancies may be submitted by the geopolitical groups concerned up to the time of the

elections.
*
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Time Meeting Place
8am.-9am. Steering Committee of the Assembly Hall No. 6
The Steering Committee is composed of the President of the (ground floor)
Assembly, the President of the IPU and the Vice-President of the Tavrichesky Palace
Executive Committee, as well as the Presidents of the Standing (in camera)
Committees.
8.30a.m.-9.30a.m. Board of the Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)
9a.m.-10.30 a.m. Bureau of the Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs Hall No. 16
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)
9a.m.-11am. Governing Council Dumsky Hall
+ Election of the President of the Assembly ~ (ground floor)
+ Reports by the IPU President and Secretary General Tavrichesky Palace
+ Democracy moment
¢ Launch of the Global Parliamentary Report 2017 — Parliamentary

oversight: Parliament's power to hold government to account
Questions relating to IPU membership

Financial situation of the IPU

Draft programme and budget for 2018 (time permitting)

*

*

*

9.30a.m.-1p.m. Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights Hall No. 1
« ltem 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal (ground floor)
Declaration on Democracy Tavrichesky Palace

— Presentation of the draft resolution; debate
co-Rapporteurs: — Ms. S. Dev (India)

— Mr. N. Schrijver (Netherlands)

— Mr. I. Umakhanov (Russian Federation)

GENERAL DEBATE - IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Seating arrangements in view of high attendance — Dumsky Hall (Plenary): Due to the architectural constraints of the Hall, the seating set-up
cannot be modified and seating is limited. Each delegation will be allocated a maximum of four seats. As there is no second row of chairs, advisers
and secretaries should sit next to their parliamentary delegates, wherever possible. Additional seating is available in the gallery of Dumsky Hall on
the first floor.
Interpretation: Delegates may, exceptionally, use another language provided that they arrange for their speech to be interpreted into one of the
IPU’s official languages (English and French) by a member of their delegation who will be given access to an interpretation booth. To allow for
arrangements to be made in good time, delegations should contact, well in advance, the Chief Interpreter (Ms. F. Steinig-Huang) or the English
booth interpreters assigned to the meeting at which the speech will be delivered. Moreover, eight copies of the speech translated into one of the
IPU's official languages should be given to the Chief Interpreter or to the English booth for distribution to the other interpreters. Electronic copies of
speeches should be e-mailed in PDF format to speeches@ipu.org, a minimum of three hours before the speech is to be made, so as to ensure a
high quality of simultaneous interpretation into the other working languages.
Publication of speeches: The texts of official statements delivered in the General Debate (English, French and Spanish) will be published on the
Assembly web page and be part of the records of the Assembly. Please note that the IPU Secretariat is not in a position to translate the texts of
speeches.

! Information as at 6 p.m. on 14 October.



mailto:speeches@ipu.org

10am.-1p.m.

11a.m.-12.30 p.m.

1lam.-1p.m.

2p.m.—6.30 p.m.
2.30 p.m. -5 p.m.
5p.m.-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

230 p.m.-6p.m.

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

3p.m.—6p.m.
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Forum of Young Parliamentarians of the IPU

+ Contribution to the work of the 137" Assembly

Update and discussion on the Forum’s workplan and activities (2017-2018)
Preparations for the 138" Assembly

Hearing with candidates for the post of President of the IPU

Briefing on the 19th World Festival of Youth and Students (Sochi, October 2017)

* & o o0

Bureau of the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development,
Finance and Trade

Assembly
+ Inaugural session of the General Debate on Promoting cultural pluralism
and peace through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue
> Keynote address by Ms Rita Izsak-Ndiaye, UN Committee on the
Elimination of Racial Discrimination

+ High-level segment of the General Debate (A list of speakers is available.)

+ Continuation of the General Debate
+ Decision on the emergency item

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs
+ Panel discussion on The parliamentary dimension to the United Nations —
20 years in the making
Moderator:  Mr. Anti Avsan, MP (Sweden)
Presenters: Ms. Anda Filip, Director of External Relations, IPU
Mr. Dennis Dawson, MP (Canada)

¢ Panel discussion on The role of the UN General Assembly in international
governance: What path forward?
Moderator:  Mr. Anti Avsan, MP (Sweden)

Presenters: Ambassador Tomas Christensen (Denmark), former
Chief of Staff to the President of the General Assembly

Ms. Monika Bartos, MP (Hungary)

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians
The Committee will hold hearings on cases in Cambodia, Maldives and
Palestine.

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

¢ Item 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Democracy
— Drafting of the resolution in plenary

Interactive session on Key findings from the 2017 Global

Parliamentary Report on oversight

Moderator: Mr. Charles Chauvel, Team Leader, Inclusive Political
Processes, Governance and Peacebuilding, United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Panellists: Mr. David Carter, Speaker of the House of Representatives
(New Zealand)
Ms. Claudia Roth, Deputy Speaker of the German Bundestag
Ms. Pia Cayetano, Deputy Speaker of the House of
Representatives (Philippines)
Ms. Alexandra Jerkov, Member of the National Assembly
(Serbia)
Ms. Kareen Jabre, Director, Division of Programmes, IPU

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(English and

French only)
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Reception in honour of the Forum of Women Parliamentarians
hosted by Ms. Valentina Matvienko, Chairperson of the Council of
the Federation, Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation

Kindly note that seating for the reception is limited. Invitations were
distributed to women parliamentarians at the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians on Saturday, 14 October. Any women parliamentarians
who did not receive an invitation and who wish to attend the reception are
kindly requested to send an email to cfipo@yandex.ru in order for their
name to be included in the guest list.

* % %

Marble Palace

Preview of main programme for Monday, 16 October

8.p.m.
9am.—1p.m.

10.30 a.m.

2.30 p.m. —6.30 p.m.

9.30a.m.—1p.m.

2.30 p.m.—4 p.m.

4 p.m.—-6.30 p.m.

8 p.m.

Assembly
+ Debate on the emergency item
+ Continuation of the General Debate

> Keynote address by Patriarch Kirill, Chair of the CIS Inter-
Religious Council

+ Continuation of the General Debate

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights
+ Item 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20th anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Democracy

— Finalization of the draft resolution in plenary

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and

Trade

+ Briefing on The parliamentary contribution to the 2017 UN Climate
Change Conference

+ Debate on Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs,
especially on renewable energy

Gala reception for Heads of delegation hosted by Ms. Valentina
Matvienko, Chairperson of the Council of the Federation, Federal

Assembly of the Russian Federation
* k* %

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Multifunctional Hall
(2" floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Catherine Palace

OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Today, Sunday, 15 October 2017

1p.m.—2.30p.m.

Interactive session on Ending AIDS through improving sexual and
reproductive health: The need for urgent parliamentary action,
organized by the IPU, the World Health Organization (WHO), The
Partnership for Maternal, Newborn and Child Health (PMNCH) and the Joint

United Nations Programme on HIV/AIDS (UNAIDS)
A light lunch will be provided.

Monday, 16 October 2017

3.30 p.m.—5.30 p.m.

Interactive session on The UN process for the prohibition of nuclear

weapons: What hope for nuclear disarmament?
Moderator: Mr. Anti Avsan, MP (Sweden)

Keynote speakers: H.E. Ambassador Elayne Whyte-Gomez (Costa Rica),
President of the UN Conference to Negotiate a Legally

Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear Weapons,
Leading towards their Total Elimination
Mr. Bruce Blair, President and Founder of Global Zero

Discussants: Senator Laura Rojas Hernandez (Mexico)

Mr. Alyn Ware, Global Coordinator, Parliamentarians for

Nuclear Non-Proliferation and International Security
Mr. Jean-Marie Collin, Associate Researcher at the
Group for Research and Information on Peace and
Security (GRIP) and Co-Chair of the French Steering

Group for the International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear

Weapons (ICAN-France)

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace


mailto:cfipo@yandex.ru
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Tuesday, 17 October 2017

9a.m.—-10.30 a.m. e-Parliament interactive session on The digital tools that Hall No. 1
parliamentarians use to do their work (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(English and
French only)
Standing Committee on Peace and International Security Multifunctional Hall
9a.m.—11am. + Panel discussion on The role of parliament in monitoring the action of (2™ floor)
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations Parliamentary Centre
11am.—1p.m. + Panel discussion on The implementation of a previous resolution on cyber

warfare (Hanoi, 2015)

1l1am.—1pm. Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for Hall No. 1
International Humanitarian Law _ (ground floor)
Panel discussion on Forty years since the adoption of the Additional ~ Tavrichesky Palace
Protocol to the Geneva Conventions: How does the law still protect in

contemporary war?
Moderator: Mr. Philippe Mahoux, former Senator (Belgium)
Panellists: Mr. Juan Manuel Corzo, Senator (Colombia)

Mr. Benjamin Charlier, Legal Adviser, International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Ms. Marie Lequin Coutin, Head of Eurasia Region,

Geneva Call
11 p.m.—1p.m. Parity debate on Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight for Dumsky Hall
the common good, organized by the Forum of Women Parliamentarians (ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
4.30 p.m. — 6.30 p.m. Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade Hall No. 1

(ground floor)

Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the highest .
Tavrichesky Palace

health standards

Wednesday, 18 October 2017

10.30 am.-12.30 p.m. Standing Committee on Peace and International Security Hall No. 1
Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving sustainable (ground floor)
development Tavrichesky Palace

*
* *

OTHER INFORMATION

+ Assembly App: As part of the IPU’s PaperSmart policy and also to enhance delegates’ participation in IPU Assembilies, an
application is available which facilitates the online consultation of Assembly documents and provides access to Assembly-
related information. The “137 App” can be downloaded through the CrowdCompass Attendee Hub via the store links at
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm or by personal email invitation by sending a request to sas@ipu.org. The password
required by the App may be obtained from the App Helpdesk, which is located in the Kupolny Hall (opposite the Information
Counter) on the ground floor of the Tavrichesky Palace. A user manual is available at http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-

usermanual.pdf.

+ Print-on-demand service: This service is available at the Typing Pool and Photocopying Service for those delegates who

wish to obtain a copy of a document published on the IPU Assembly web page.

+ List of participants: Delegations are reminded that the provisional list of participants is available for consultation on the
Assembly App and that only a limited number of copies have been printed. A printed copy may be obtained, upon request,
from the Document Distribution Service. In order to ensure the accuracy of the final list of participants, delegations are kindly
requested to report any changes to Ms. Marina Filippin at the Registration Desk by 12 noon on Tuesday, 17 October. The

final list of participants will be published on the IPU website.

+ Livre d’or for the outgoing President of the IPU: Delegates are invited to write a message for Mr. Saber Chowdhury in the

livre d’or at the Publications Stand located near the Plenary Room (Dumsky Hall).

¢ 2018 Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations: The Parliamentary Hearing, entitled Towards a global compact for
safe, orderly and regular migration: The contribution of parliaments, will take place on 22-23 February 2018 in New York. A
formal convocation letter will be circulated to all Parliaments by 15 November. Please check the IPU website at

http://www.ipu.org for regular updates.



http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm
mailto:sas@ipu.org
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/

*
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Usability study on the new online IPU Open Data Platform: The IPU invites delegates to take part in this study. If you
work with, or are interested in, data on Parliaments, we would like to hear from you. To take part, please visit the
Publications Stand (Ekaterininsky Hall, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace, next to the Open TV Studio) between 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. from today until Tuesday 17 October, and ask for Ms. Silvia Tomanin. Alternatively, please contact Ms. Tomanin by
email at sto@ipu.org to arrange an appointment.

MEDIA INFORMATION

*

Watch the 137" Assembly live at https:/ipul37russia.org/ or http://www.ipu.org.

Follow or take part in discussions on Twitter using #IPU137 (www.twitter.com/ipuparliament).
Follow the IPU on @IPUparliament, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians on #WomenMPs and the Forum of
Young Parliamentarians on #youngMPs.

@&  Photos of the event are available on https://www.flickr.com/photos/inter-parliamentary-union/albums.
Please credit: Parliament of the Russian Federation.

For further information, please contact:

Jean Milligan, IPU Sergey Sumbaev, Federal Assembly of the Russian
Mobiles: +41 79 854 3153 (Swiss); +893 1281 2397 (local) Federation
Email: im@ipu.org Tel: +792 6232 8584 Email: SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
*
* *

VACANCIES TO BE FILLED AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY

For more detailed information, please see Vacancies document.

k ok ok

On 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold elections and make appointments as outlined below. Candidatures (a
signed letter and a one-page curriculum vitae) may be submitted to the Submission and Control of Documents Service
(Atrium, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace) up to 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 17 October 2017. Candidates for the Committee on the
Human Rights of Parliamentarians vacancies are required to complete the vacancies form available at
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf.

PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. G. Cuevas Barron (Mexico);
—Ms. I. Passada (Uruguay).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (male) to complete the term for the African Group; and three
members (one female and two male) for the Twelve Plus Group, one of whom is to complete the term for the Group.

To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Mr. K.M. Lusaka (Kenya): candidature submitted by the Parliament of Kenya, to complete the term of his predecessor.


mailto:sto@ipu.org
https://ipu137russia.org/
http://www.ipu.org/
http://www.twitter.com/ipuparliament
https://www.flickr.com/photos/inter-parliamentary-union/albums
mailto:jm@ipu.org
mailto:SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/vacancies.pdf
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf

-6 - Journal
Sunday, 15 October 2017

COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect four members (ideally two female and two male), preferably two members from the African
Group and two members from the Twelve Plus Group.

Committee on Middle East Questions

The Governing Council will elect three members (two female and one male).
To date, the following candidature has been received:
—Mr. G. Mihaylov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (female) for the African Group; one member (female) for the
Eurasia Group; one member (male) for the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); and one member (male)
for the Twelve Plus Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. E. Vtorygina (Russian Federation): candidature submitted by the Eurasia Group;
— Mr. D. Chukolov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

APPOINTMENT OF TWO INTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE 2018 ACCOUNTS
The Governing Council will appoint two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts.

* % %

BOARD OF THE FORUM OF YOUNG PARLIAMENTARIANS

At its meeting today, Sunday, 15 October 2017, the Forum will elect one member (male) to its Board for the Eurasia Group.
The following candidature has been received:

— Mr. B. Maken (Kazakhstan): candidature submitted by the Eurasia Group.

* * %

STANDING COMMITTEE BUREAUX
The following elections to the Bureaux will be held:

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

Two members: One member (female or male) for the Asia-Pacific Group; and one member (female) for the Twelve Plus
Group.

To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Mr. B. Kambhampati (India): candidature submitted by the Asia-Pacific Group.

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade

Two members: One member (female or male) for the African Group; and one member (female) for GRULAC.
To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Mr. M. Djellab (Algeria): candidature submitted by the African Group.

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

One member: One member (female) for the African Group.

To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Ms. A.D. Dagban-Zonvide (Togo): candidature submitted by the African Group.

Candidatures for the above vacancies may be submitted by the geopolitical groups concerned up to the time of the

elections.
*
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Time Meeting Place
9a.m.-10.30a.m. Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law Reading Room

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

(in camera)
9am.-1p.m. Assembly Dumsky Hall
+ Item 7 (emergency item) — Ending the grave human crisis, persecution (ground floor)

and violent attacks on the Rohingyas as a threat to international peace  Tavrichesky Palace
and security and ensuring their unconditional and safe return to their
homeland in Myanmar

— Debate

10.15 a.m. + Continuation of the General Debate on Promoting cultural pluralism
and peace through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue

> Address by Patriarch Kiril, Chair of the CIS Inter-Religious

Council
9.30a.m.-1p.m. Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights Hall No. 1
+ ltem 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20th anniversary of the Universal ~ (ground floor)
Declaration on Democracy Tavrichesky Palace

— Finalization of the draft resolution in plenary

9.30a.m.-1p.m. Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians Hall No. 16
The Committee will hold a hearing on cases in Cambodia. (ground floor)

Tavrichesky Palace

(in camera)

1lam.-1p.m. Committee on Middle East Questions Reading Room

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

* * %

GENERAL DEBATE — IMPORTANT INFORMATION
Seating arrangements in view of high attendance — Dumsky Hall (Plenary): Due to the architectural constraints of the Hall, the seating set-up
cannot be modified and seating is limited. Each delegation will be allocated a maximum of four seats. As there is no second row of chairs, advisers
and secretaries should sit next to their parliamentary delegates, wherever possible. Additional seating is available in the gallery of Dumsky Hall on
the first floor.
Interpretation: Delegates may, exceptionally, use another language provided that they arrange for their speech to be interpreted into one of the
IPU’s official languages (English and French) by a member of their delegation who will be given access to an interpretation booth. To allow for
arrangements to be made in good time, delegations should contact, well in advance, the Chief Interpreter (Ms. F. Steinig-Huang) or the English
booth interpreters assigned to the meeting at which the speech will be delivered. Moreover, eight copies of the speech translated into one of the
IPU's official languages should be given to the Chief Interpreter or to the English booth for distribution to the other interpreters. Electronic copies of
speeches should be e-mailed in PDF format to speeches@ipu.org, a minimum of three hours before the speech is to be made, so as to ensure a
high quality of simultaneous interpretation into the other working languages.
Publication of speeches: The texts of official statements delivered in the General Debate (English, French and Spanish) will be published on the
Assembly web page and be part of the records of the Assembly. Please note that the IPU Secretariat is not in a position to translate the texts of
speeches.

! Information as at 6 p.m. on 15 October.



mailto:speeches@ipu.org

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m. —4 p.m.

4 p.m.—-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-4.30 p.m.

3.30 p.m.-5.30 p.m.

8 p.m.
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Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance
and Trade

+ Briefing on The parliamentary contribution to the 2017 UN Climate
Change Conference
Speakers: Dr. Alina Averchenkova, Principal Research Fellow,
Grantham Research Institute on Climate Change and
Environment, London School of Economics

Ms. Barbel H6hn, Member of the German Parliament,
co-Rapporteur of the Parliamentary Meeting at COP23

Mr. Jone Usamate, MP (Fiji)

+ Debate on Engaging the private sector in implementing the SDGs,
especially on renewable energy

Speakers: Mr. Adrian Whiteman, Senior Programme Officer,
International Renewable Energy Agency
Senator Andries Gryffroy (Belgium)
Mr. Duong Quoc Anh, MP (Viet Nam)
Assembly

+ Continuation of the General Debate

Drafting committee on the emergency item

Geopolitical Groups are requested to submit the names of
representatives in the drafting committee before the start of its work.

their

Bureau of the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

Interactive session on The UN process for the prohibition of
nuclear weapons: What hope for nuclear disarmament?

Moderator: Mr. Anti Avsan, MP (Sweden)

Keynote speakers: H.E. Ambassador Elayne Whyte-Gémez (Costa
Rica), President of the UN Conference to Negotiate
a Legally Binding Instrument to Prohibit Nuclear
Weapons, Leading towards their Total Elimination
Mr. Bruce Blair, President and Founder of Global
Zero

Senator Laura Rojas Hernandez (Mexico)

Mr. Alyn Ware, Global Coordinator, Parliamentarians
for Nuclear Non-Proliferation and International
Security

Mr. Jean-Marie Collin, Associate Researcher at the
Group for Research and Information on Peace and
Security (GRIP) and Co-Chair of the French Steering
Group for the International Campaign to Abolish
Nuclear Weapons (ICAN-France)

Discussants:

Gala reception for Heads of delegation hosted by Ms. Valentina
Matvienko, Chairperson of the Council of the Federation, Federal
Assembly of the Russian Federation

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Hall No. 1

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(English and

French only)

Catherine Palace
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Preview of main programme for Tuesday, 17 October

9a.m.-10.30 a.m.

9am.—11am.

11lam.—1pm.
1llam.—1p.m.
11p.m.—1pm.

2.30 p.m. -4 p.m.

2.30 p.m. — 6.30 p.m.

3 p.m.

4.30 p.m. — 6.30 p.m.

4.30 p.m. - 6.30 p.m.

8 p.m.

e-Parliament interactive session on The digital tools that

parliamentarians use to do their work

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

+ Panel discussion on The role of parliament in monitoring the action of
national armed forces participating in UN peacekeeping operations

¢ Panel discussion on The implementation of a previous resolution on
cyber warfare (Hanoi, 2015)

Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for
International Humanitarian Law
Panel discussion on Forty years since the adoption of the Additional
Protocol to the Geneva Conventions: How does the law still protect in
contemporary war?
Moderator: Mr. Philippe Mahoux, former Senator (Belgium)
Panellists: Mr. Juan Manuel Corzo, Senator (Colombia)

Ms. Monica Green, MP (Sweden)

Mr. Benjamin Charlier, Legal Adviser, International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)

Ms. Marie Lequin Coutin, Head of Eurasia Region,
Geneva Call

Parity debate on Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight
for the common good, organized by the Forum of Women
Parliamentarians

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

+ Item 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Democracy

— Adoption of the draft resolution

Assembly

¢ |tem 7 (emergency item) — Ending the grave human crisis,
persecution and violent attacks on the Rohingyas as a threat to
international peace and security and ensuring their unconditional and
safe return to their homeland in Myanmar

— Adoption of the resolution

+ Conclusion of the General Debate

> Address by Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General,
Islamic Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO)

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and
Trade
Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the highest

health standards

Hearing with candidates for the post of President of the IPU

Cultural evening

Cultural Exchange Gala hosted by the Federal Assembly of the Russian
Federation

Hall No. 1

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(English and

French only)

Multifunctional Hall
(2" floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Mariinsky Theatre
New Stage
(Mariinsky II)
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OTHER INFORMATION

Assembly App: As part of the IPU’s PaperSmart policy and also to enhance delegates’ participation in IPU Assemblies, an
application is available which facilitates the online consultation of Assembly documents and provides access to Assembly-
related information. The “137 App” can be downloaded through the CrowdCompass Attendee Hub via the store links at
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm or by personal email invitation by sending a request to sas@ipu.org. The password
required by the App may be obtained from the App Helpdesk, which is located in the Kupolny Hall (opposite the Information
Counter) on the ground floor of the Tavrichesky Palace. A user manual is available at http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-

usermanual.pdf.

Print-on-demand service: This service is available at the Typing Pool and Photocopying Service for those delegates who
wish to obtain a copy of a document published on the IPU Assembly web page.

List of participants: Delegations are reminded that the provisional list of participants is available for consultation on the
Assembly App and that only a limited number of copies have been printed. A printed copy may be obtained, upon request,
from the Document Distribution Service. In order to ensure the accuracy of the final list of participants, delegations are kindly
requested to report any changes to Ms. Marina Filippin at the Registration Desk by 12 noon on Tuesday, 17 October. The
final list of participants will be published on the IPU website.

Livre d’or for the outgoing President of the IPU: Delegates are invited to write a message for Mr. Saber Chowdhury in the
livre d’or at the Publications Stand located near the Plenary Room (Dumsky Hall).

2018 Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations: The Parliamentary Hearing, entitled Towards a global compact for
safe, orderly and regular migration: The contribution of parliaments, will take place on 22-23 February 2018 in New York. A
formal convocation letter will be circulated to all Parliaments by 15 November. Please check the IPU website at
http://www.ipu.org for regular updates.

Usability study on the new online IPU Open Data Platform: The IPU invites delegates to take part in this study. If you
work with, or are interested in, data on Parliaments, we would like to hear from you. To take part, please visit the
Publications Stand (Ekaterininsky Hall, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace, next to the Open TV Studio) between 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. today or tomorrow (Tuesday 17 October), and ask for Ms. Silvia Tomanin. Alternatively, please contact Ms. Tomanin
by email at sto@ipu.org to arrange an appointment.

MEDIA INFORMATION

E R I S S S S I S S S S S SR S S SR I S S S R S S I I
*** Press launch of the Global Parliamentary Report 2017 * * *

1 p.m. today, Monday, 16 October 2017 Press Conference Area (ground floor, near main entrance)
Tavrichesky Palace

Speakers: — Mr. Martin Chungong, Secretary General of the IPU
— Mr. Charles Chauvel, Team Leader, Inclusive Political Processes, Governance and Peacebuilding,
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Russian interpretation provided.
Contact: Ms. Jean Milligan, tel: +893 1281 2397; email: In@ipu.org

R I S R S I S R S S R S S R I S S A R I R R R S

L T S T T I N
L T S TR R

Watch the 137™ Assembly live at https://ipul37russia.org/ or http://www.ipu.org.

Follow or take part in discussions on Twitter using #IPU137 (www.twitter.com/ipuparliament).
Follow the IPU on @IPUparliament, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians on #WomenMPs and the Forum of
Young Parliamentarians on #youngMPs.

@& Photos of the event are available on http://www.ipu.org/137pics.
Please credit: Parliament of the Russian Federation.

For further information, please contact:

Jean Milligan, IPU Sergey Sumbaev, Federal Assembly of the Russian
Mobiles: +41 79 854 3153 (Swiss); +893 1281 2397 (local) Federation
Email: im@ipu.org Tel: +792 6232 8584 Email: SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru



http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm
mailto:sas@ipu.org
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/
mailto:sto@ipu.org
mailto:jm@ipu.org
https://ipu137russia.org/
http://www.ipu.org/
http://www.twitter.com/ipuparliament
http://www.ipu.org/137pics
mailto:jm@ipu.org
mailto:SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
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VACANCIES TO BE FILLED AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY

For more detailed information, please see Vacancies document.

* Kk %

On 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold elections and make appointments as outlined below. Candidatures (a
signed letter and a one-page curriculum vitae) may be submitted to the Submission and Control of Documents Service
(Atrium, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace) up to 9 a.m. on Tuesday, 17 October 2017. Candidates for the Committee on the
Human Rights of Parliamentarians vacancies are required to complete the vacancies form available at
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf.

* Kk %

PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
To date, the following candidatures have been received:
—Ms. G. Cuevas Barron (Mexico);

—Ms. I. Passada (Uruguay).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (male) to complete the term for the African Group; and three
members (one female and two male) for the Twelve Plus Group, one of whom is to complete the term for the Group.

To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Mr. K.M. Lusaka (Kenya): candidature submitted by the Parliament of Kenya, to complete the term of his predecessor.

COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect four members (ideally two female and two male), preferably two members from the African
Group and two members from the Twelve Plus Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. J. Mukoda Zabwe (Uganda) and Mr. N. Bako-Arifari (Benin): candidatures submitted by the African Group;

—Ms. A. Jerkov (Serbia) and Mr. A. Caroni (Switzerland): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

Committee on Middle East Questions

The Governing Council will elect three members (two female and one male).

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. B. Grouwels (Belgium): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group;

—Mr. G. Mihaylov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (female) for the African Group; one member (female) for the
Eurasia Group; one member (male) for the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); and one member (male)
for the Twelve Plus Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. A. Dafia Ouassagari (Benin): candidature submitted by the African Group;

—Ms. E. Vtorygina (Russian Federation): candidature submitted by the Eurasia Group;

—Mr. D. Chukolov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

APPOINTMENT OF TWO INTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE 2018 ACCOUNTS
The Governing Council will appoint two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts.
To date, the following candidature has been received:
—Mr. V. Macedo (Portugal): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

* * *
STANDING COMMITTEE BUREAUX
The following elections to the Bureaux will be held:
Standing Committee on Peace and International Security
Two members: One member (female or male) for the Asia-Pacific Group; and one member (female) for the Twelve Plus Group.
To date, the following candidatures have been received:
—Mr. B. Kambhampati (India): candidature submitted by the Asia-Pacific Group;
—Ms. L.I. Ceritoglu Kurt (Turkey): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and Trade

Two members: One member (female or male) for the African Group; and one member (female) for GRULAC.
To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Mr. M. Djellab (Algeria): candidature submitted by the African Group.

—Ms. D. Soliz (Ecuador): candidature submitted by GRULAC.

Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs

One member: One member (female) for the African Group.

To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Ms. A.D. Dagban-Zonvide (Togo): candidature submitted by the African Group.

Candidatures for the above vacancies may be submitted by the geopolitical groups concerned up to the time of the elections.
* % %
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Time Meeting Place
9a.m.-10.30a.m. e-Parliament interactive session on The digital tools that Hall No. 1

9a.m.—-12 noon

9a.m.—-1p.m.

9am.—11am.

11am.-1pm.

10.30a.m. -1 p.m.

1lam.-1p.m.

parliamentarians use to do their work (ground floor)

Tavrichesky Palace
(English and
French only)

Moderator: Mr. Andy Williamson, author of the World e-Parliament Report

Hall No. 115
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

(English only)

Advisory Group on Health

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary
Centre

Standing Committee on Peace and International Security

Chaired by Ms. Laura Rojas, Senator (Mexico)

+ Elections to the Bureau

+ Panel discussions:

— The role of parliament in monitoring the action of national armed forces
participating in UN peacekeeping operations
Panellist: Mr. Johannes Born, Assistant Director, Head of Policy and
Research Division, Geneva Centre for the Democratic Control
of Armed Forces (DCAF)

— The implementation of a previous resolution on cyber warfare (Hanoi, 2015)
Panellists: Mr. Karsten Geier, Head of the Cyber Policy Coordination
Staff, Federal Foreign Office, Germany
Mr. Daniel Stauffacher, President
Foundation

of the ICT4Peace

Executive Committee Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

(in camera)

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Open session of the Committee to Promote Respect for International
Humanitarian Law

Panel discussion on Forty years since the adoption of the Additional Protocol to
the Geneva Conventions: How does the law still protect in contemporary war?
Moderator: Mr. Philippe Mahoux, former Senator (Belgium)
Panellists: Mr. Juan Manuel Corzo, Senator (Colombia)
Ms. Monica Green, MP (Sweden)
Mr. Benjamin Charlier, Legal Adviser, International Committee
of the Red Cross (ICRC)
Ms. Marie Lequin Coultin,
Geneva Call

Head of Eurasia Region,

1 Information as at 6

p.m. on 16 October.
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11am.-1p.m. Parity debate on Holding the purse strings: Exercising oversight for the
common good, organized by the Forum of Women Parliamentarians
Moderator: Mr. Nico Schrijver, MP (Netherlands)
Panellists: Ms. Thandi Modise, Chairperson of the National Council of

230 p.m.—4 p.m.

2.30 p.m. -4 p.m.

2.30 p.m. -6 p.m.

2.30 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

430 p.m.-6.30 p.m.

4.30 p.m. -6.30 p.m.

8 p.m.

Provinces (South Africa)

Dr. Gabriela Moser, MP, Chairperson of the Court of Audit
Committee (Austria)

Ms. Karina Beteta Rubin, MP, President of the Committee on
Budget and General Account (Peru)

Mr. Andy Richardson, Information Specialist, IPU

Mr. Charles Chauvel, Team Leader, Inclusive Political
Processes, Bureau for Policy and Programmes Support,
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP)

Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights

+ ltem 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Democracy

— Adoption of the draft resolution

+ Consideration of proposals for the Committee’s agenda at the 138" and
139" Assemblies

+ Proposal to endorse an addendum to the 2012 resolution on access to
health, prepared by the IPU Advisory Group on HIV/AIDS and Maternal,
Newborn and Child Health

Bureau of the Standing Committee on Peace and International
Security

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Committee will adopt draft decisions for submission to the Governing
Council.

Assembly

+ |tem 7 (emergency item) — Ending the grave human crisis, persecution
and violent attacks on the Rohingya as a threat to international peace
and security and ensuring their unconditional and safe return to their
homeland in Myanmar

— Adoption of the resolution
¢ Conclusion of the General Debate
> Address by Dr. Abdulaziz Othman Altwaijri, Director General, Islamic
Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (ISESCO)
Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and
Trade
Panel discussion on Using science and research to achieve the highest

health standards

Hearing with candidates for the post of President of the IPU

Cultural evening

Cultural Exchange Gala hosted by the Federal Assembly of the Russian
Federation

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Hall No. 16

(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Multifunctional Hall
(2™ floor)
Parliamentary Centre

Mariinsky Theatre
New Stage
(Mariinsky I1)
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Preview of main programme for Wednesday, 18 October

9am.—1pm. Governing Council Dumsky Hall

. . (ground floor)
Election of the IPU President Tavrichesky Palace

Consideration of other items remaining on the agenda

10.30am.-12.30 p.m.  Standing Committee on Peace and International Security Hall No. 1
Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving sustainable (ground floor)
development Tavrichesky Palace

2.30 p.m. Governing Council Dumsky Hall

(ground floor)

nsideration of all remaining items on the agenda .
Consideration of all re g items on the agend Tavrichesky Palace

At the end of the Assembly — Closing sitting Dumsky Hall

Governing Council + Resolution of the Standing Committee on Democracy and Human Rights . (ground floor)
(Item 4) Tavrichesky Palace

+ Reports of the Standing Committee on Peace and International Security,
the Standing Committee on Sustainable Development, Finance and
Trade and the Standing Committee on United Nations Affairs (Item 5)

+ Approval of the subject item for the Standing Committee on Democracy
and Human Rights at the 139" IPU Assembly (Item 6)

+ Outcome document of the General Debate
¢ Closure of the Assembly

* *

OTHER INFORMATION

Assembly App: As part of the IPU’s PaperSmart policy and also to enhance delegates’ participation in IPU Assemblies, an
application is available which facilitates the online consultation of Assembly documents and provides access to Assembly-
related information. The “137 App” can be downloaded through the CrowdCompass Attendee Hub via the store links at
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm or by personal email invitation by sending a request to sas@ipu.org. The password
required by the App may be obtained from the App Helpdesk, which is located in the Kupolny Hall (opposite the Information
Counter) on the ground floor of the Tavrichesky Palace. A user manual is available at http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-
usermanual.pdf.

Print-on-demand service: This service is available at the Typing Pool and Photocopying Service for those delegates who
wish to obtain a copy of a document published on the IPU Assembly web page.

List of participants: Delegations are reminded that the provisional list of participants is available for consultation on the
Assembly App and that only a limited number of copies have been printed. A printed copy may be obtained, upon request,
from the Document Distribution Service. In order to ensure the accuracy of the final list of participants, delegations are kindly
requested to report any changes to Ms. Marina Filippin at the Registration Desk by 12 noon today, Tuesday, 17 October.
The final list of participants will be published on the IPU website.

Livre d’or for the outgoing President of the IPU: Delegates are invited to write a message for Mr. Saber Chowdhury in the
livre d’or at the Publications Stand located near the Plenary Room (Dumsky Hall).

2018 Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations: The Parliamentary Hearing, entitled Towards a global compact for
safe, orderly and regular migration: The contribution of parliaments, will take place on 22-23 February 2018 in New York. A
formal convocation letter will be circulated to all Parliaments by 15 November. Please check the IPU website at
http://www.ipu.org for regular updates.

Usability study on the new online IPU Open Data Platform: The IPU invites delegates to take part in this study. If you
work with, or are interested in, data on Parliaments, we would like to hear from you. To take part, please visit the
Publications Stand (Ekaterininsky Hall, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace, next to the Open TV Studio) between 10 a.m. and
2 p.m. today, and ask for Ms. Silvia Tomanin. Alternatively, please contact Ms. Tomanin by email at sto@ipu.org to arrange
an appointment.

Research for the World e-Parliament Report 2018: The author of the 2018 Report is carrying out interviews with delegates
about their use of social media and digital tools. Please contact Andy Williamson via the IPU Secretariat if you would like to
be interviewed.


http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm
mailto:sas@ipu.org
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
http://www.ipu.org/
mailto:sto@ipu.org
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MEDIA INFORMATION

+ Watch the 137" Assembly live at https://ipul37russia.org/ or http://www.ipu.org.

Follow or take part in discussions on Twitter using #IPU137 (www.twitter.com/ipuparliament).
Follow the IPU on @IPUparliament, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians on #WomenMPs and the Forum of
Young Parliamentarians on #youngMPs.

@& Photos of the event are available on http://www.ipu.org/137pics.
Please credit: Parliament of the Russian Federation.

For further information, please contact:

Jean Milligan, IPU Sergey Sumbaev, Federal Assembly of the Russian
Mobiles: +41 79 854 3153 (Swiss); +893 1281 2397 (local) Federation
Email: im@ipu.org Tel: +792 6232 8584 Email: SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
*
* *

VACANCIES TO BE FILLED AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY

For more detailed information, please see Vacancies document.

* * %

On 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold elections and make appointments as outlined below. Candidatures (a
signed letter and a one-page curriculum vitae) may be submitted to the Submission and Control of Documents Service
(Atrium, ground floor, Tavrichesky Palace) up to 9 a.m. today Tuesday, 17 October 2017. Candidates for the Committee on
the Human Rights of Parliamentarians vacancies are required to complete the vacancies form available at
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf.

* * %

PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
To date, the following candidatures have been received:
—Ms. G. Cuevas Barron (Mexico);

—Ms. I. Passada (Uruguay).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (male) to complete the term for the African Group; and three
members (one female and two male) for the Twelve Plus Group, one of whom is to complete the term for the Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Mr. K.M. Lusaka (Kenya): candidature submitted by the Parliament of Kenya, to complete the term of his predecessor;
—Ms. M. Kiener Nellen (Switzerland) and Mr. D. McGuinty (Canada): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect four members (ideally two female and two male), preferably two members from the African
Group and two members from the Twelve Plus Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. J. Mukoda Zabwe (Uganda) and Mr. N. Bako-Arifari (Benin): candidatures submitted by the African Group;

—Ms. A. Jerkov (Serbia) and Mr. A. Caroni (Switzerland): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

Committee on Middle East Questions
The Governing Council will elect three members (two female and one male).
To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. B. Grouwels (Belgium) and Mr. H. Julien-Laferriére (France): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group;
—Mr. G. Mihaylov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (female) for the African Group; one member (female) for the
Eurasia Group; one member (male) for the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); and one member (male)
for the Twelve Plus Group.

To date, the following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. A. Dafia Ouassagari (Benin): candidature submitted by the African Group;

—Ms. E. Vtorygina (Russian Federation): candidature submitted by the Eurasia Group;

—Mr. D. Chukolov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.



https://ipu137russia.org/
http://www.ipu.org/
http://www.twitter.com/ipuparliament
http://www.ipu.org/137pics
mailto:jm@ipu.org
mailto:SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/vacancies.pdf
http://archive.ipu.org/hr-e/miscel/form-chrp.pdf
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APPOINTMENT OF TWO INTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE 2018 ACCOUNTS
The Governing Council will appoint two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts.
To date, the following candidature has been received:

—Mr. V. Macedo (Portugal): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

* *x %
STANDING COMMITTEE BUREAUX
The following elections will be held:
Standing Committee on Peace and International Security
Two members: One member (female or male) for the Asia-Pacific Group; and one member (female) for the Twelve Plus Group.
To date, the following candidatures have been received:
— Mr. H.B. Kambhampati (India): candidature submitted by the Asia-Pacific Group;
—Ms. L.I. Ceritoglu Kurt (Turkey): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

Candidatures for the above vacancies may be submitted by the geopolitical groups concerned up to the time of the elections.

*
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T

ime Meeting

Place

8a.m.-10 a.m.

9a.m.—1p.m.

and 2.30 p.m.

9a.m. >

Bureau of Women Parliamentarians

Governing Council

Election of the President of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

The Governing Council will complete its consideration of items
remaining on its agenda, including:

>
)
>

Report of the President
Financial questions

Reports and decisions concerning the human rights of
parliamentarians

Reports of committees and other bodies

It will hold the following elections and make the following appointments:

>
)

*

Election of four members to the Executive Committee

Election of four members to the Committee on the Human Rights
of Parliamentarians

Election of three members to the Committee on Middle East
Questions

Election of four members to the Committee to Promote Respect
for International Humanitarian Law

Appointment of two internal auditors for the 2018 accounts

Tribute to the outgoing President of the IPU, Mr. Saber Chowdhury

10.30 am.-12.30 p.m. Standing Committee on Peace and International Security
Expert hearing on Sustaining peace as a vehicle for achieving
sustainable development

Panellists: Mr. Henk-Jan Brinkman, Chief of Policy, Planning and

Application, UN Peacebuilding Support Office (PBSO)

Ambassador Ginther Béchler, Special Representative,
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE)

Mr. Johannes Born, Assistant Director, Head of Policy and
Research Division, Geneva Centre for the Democratic
Control of Armed Forces (DCAF)

1

Information as at 6 p.m. on 17 October.

Reading Room
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
(in camera)

Dumsky Hall
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace

Hall No. 1
(ground floor)
Tavrichesky Palace
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At the end of the Assembly Dumsky Hall
Governing Council (ground floor)

. : i i .
Item 3: General Debate on Promoting cultural pluralism and peace Tavrichesky Palace

through inter-faith and inter-ethnic dialogue
> Adoption of the outcome document

+ Item 4: Sharing our diversity: The 20" anniversary of the Universal
Declaration on Democracy (Standing Committee on Democracy and
Human Rights)

Rapporteur: Mr. I. Umakhanov (Russian Federation)
> Adoption of the draft resolution

¢+ Item 5: Reports of the Standing Committee on Peace and
International Security, the Standing Committee on Sustainable
Development, Finance and Trade and the Standing Committee on
United Nations Affairs

+ Item 6: Approval of the subject item for the Standing Committee on
Democracy and Human Rights at the 139" IPU Assembly and
appointment of rapporteurs

Strengthening inter-parliamentary cooperation on migration and
migration governance in view of the adoption of the Global Compact
on Safe, Orderly and Regular Migration

Co-Rapporteurs: — To be confirmed (Morocco)
— To be confirmed

+ Concluding remarks by representatives of the Geopolitical Groups

Closure of the Assembly

* *

OTHER INFORMATION

Assembly App: As part of the IPU’s PaperSmart policy and also to enhance delegates’ participation in IPU Assemblies, an
application is available which facilitates the online consultation of Assembly documents and provides access to Assembly-
related information. The “137 App” can be downloaded through the CrowdCompass Attendee Hub via the store links at
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm or by personal email invitation by sending a request to sas@ipu.org. The password
required by the App may be obtained from the App Helpdesk, which is located in the Kupolny Hall (opposite the Information
Counter) on the ground floor of the Tavrichesky Palace. A user manual is available at http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-

usermanual.pdf.

Print-on-demand service: This service is available at the Typing Pool and Photocopying Service for those delegates who
wish to obtain a copy of a document published on the IPU Assembly web page.

List of Participants: The final List of Participants will be published on the IPU website (http://www.ipu.org).

Results of the 137" Assembly and related meetings: Delegations will receive two printed copies of the Results of the
Assembly. Members of the IPU are reminded that the different sections of the Brochure may be accessed from the IPU
website (http://www.ipu.org) and downloaded in PDF format two weeks after the close of the Assembly.

Summary records of the Assembly, the Governing Council and the four Standing Committees will be made available
before the next Assembly.

2018 Parliamentary Hearing at the United Nations: The Parliamentary Hearing, entitled Towards a global compact for
safe, orderly and regular migration: The contribution of parliaments, will take place on 22-23 February 2018 in New York. A
formal convocation letter will be circulated to all Parliaments by 15 November. Please check the IPU website at
http://www.ipu.org for regular updates.

Research for the World e-Parliament Report 2018: The author of the 2018 Report is carrying out interviews with delegates
about their use of social media and digital tools. Please contact Andy Williamson via the IPU Secretariat if you would like to
be interviewed.

Livre d’or for the outgoing President of the IPU: Delegates are invited to write a message for Mr. Saber Chowdhury in the
livre d’or at the Publications Stand located near the Plenary Room (Dumsky Hall).

* k* %


http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137agnd.htm
mailto:sas@ipu.org
http://archive.ipu.org/conf-e/137/App-usermanual.pdf
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MEDIA INFORMATION

+ Watch the 137" Assembly live at https://ipul37russia.org/ or http://www.ipu.org.

Follow or take part in discussions on Twitter using #IPU137 (www.twitter.com/ipuparliament).
Follow the IPU on @IPUparliament, the Forum of Women Parliamentarians on #WomenMPs and the Forum of
Young Parliamentarians on #youngMPs.

@& Photos of the event are available on http://www.ipu.org/137pics.
Please credit: Parliament of the Russian Federation.

For further information, please contact:

Jean Milligan, IPU Sergey Sumbaev, Federal Assembly of the Russian

Mobiles: +41 79 854 3153 (Swiss); +893 1281 2397 (local) Federation

Email: im@ipu.org Tel: +792 6232 8584 Email: SVSumbaev@senat.gov.ru
* * %

VACANCIES TO BE FILLED AT THE 137" ASSEMBLY

For more detailed information, please see Vacancies document.

* % %

Today, 18 October 2017, the Governing Council will hold elections and make appointments as outlined below.

PRESIDENT OF THE INTER-PARLIAMENTARY UNION
The following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. G. Cuevas Barron (Mexico);

—Ms. |. Passada (Uruguay).

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (male) to complete the term for the African Group; and three
members (one female and two male) for the Twelve Plus Group, one of whom is to complete the term for the Group.

The following candidatures have been received:

—Mr. K.M. Lusaka (Kenya): candidature submitted by the Parliament of Kenya, to complete the term of his predecessor;
—Ms. M. Kiener Nellen (Switzerland), Ms. H.H. Liadal (Norway) to complete the term, and Mr. D. McGuinty (Canada):
candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Committee on the Human Rights of Parliamentarians

The Governing Council will elect four members (ideally two female and two male), preferably two members from the African
Group and two members from the Twelve Plus Group.

The following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. J. Mukoda Zabwe (Uganda) and Mr. N. Bako-Arifari (Benin): candidatures submitted by the African Group;
—Ms. A. Jerkov (Serbia) and Mr. A. Caroni (Switzerland): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group;
—Mr. A.J. Ahmed (United Arab Emirates): candidature submitted by the candidate.

Committee on Middle East Questions
The Governing Council will elect three members (two female and one male).
The following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. B. Grouwels (Belgium) and Mr. H. Julien-Laferriére (France): candidatures submitted by the Twelve Plus Group;
—Mr. G. Mihaylov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the National Assembly of Bulgaria.

Committee to Promote Respect for International Humanitarian Law

The Governing Council will elect four members: one member (female) for the African Group; one member (female) for the
Eurasia Group; one member (male) for the Group of Latin America and the Caribbean (GRULAC); and one member (male)
for the Twelve Plus Group.

The following candidatures have been received:

—Ms. A. Dafia Ouassagari (Benin): candidature submitted by the African Group;

—Ms. E. Vtorygina (Russian Federation): candidature submitted by the Eurasia Group;

— Mr. D. Chukolov (Bulgaria): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

APPOINTMENT OF TWO INTERNAL AUDITORS FOR THE 2018 ACCOUNTS
The Governing Council will appoint two Internal Auditors for the 2018 accounts.
The following candidature has been received:

—Mr. V. Macedo (Portugal): candidature submitted by the Twelve Plus Group.

* k% *


https://ipu137russia.org/
http://www.ipu.org/
http://www.twitter.com/ipuparliament
http://www.ipu.org/137pics
mailto:jm@ipu.org
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