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msUszieRuTeily (Opening Plenary Debate)

Keynote Speech

m‘sﬂ‘szquaﬁﬂmaﬁ"ﬂﬂ (Opening Plenary Debate)

Wl “Making Trade Truly Inclusive”

Speakers: '

Roberto Azevédo, Director-General of the WTO

Guo Ping, CEO of Huawei

Cecilia Malmstrom, EU Trade Commissioner

Hanne Melin, Director of Global Public Policy, eBay

Okechukwu E. Enelamah, |'ndustry, Trade & Investment

Minister of Nigeria

Roy Ombatti, Founder of African Born 3D Printer

Moderator:

Liu Xin, Chief Correspondent of CCTV
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\Ree¥usatemnInateiuLnute Martin Chungong

@UBMTEMWIFENT (The Inter-Parliamentary Union: IPU)
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finTdnsduRnanuddfuynanadauunniuldetasls :

YusaeweidetiUyal@” (Parliamentary session on How can

global value chains make trade more inclusive? A legislative

perspective) dnlag a9n1w3ganT uazaniglsy

Speakers:

Nurhayati Ali, Assegaf, Member of Parliament, Indonesia

Inmaculada, Rodriguez-Pinero, Member of the European

Parliament

Ms. Barbara Bijelic, OECD

Moderator:

Ms. Emma McClarkin, Member of the Committee on "

International Trade of the European Parliament
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- maUseyaluviada “Fostering innovation in agriculture
to improve inclusive trade in the farming sector”
3nlae World Farmers’ Organisation (WFO) Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO) LLasﬁlu q
Speakers: TBF
Moderator: TBF
ganufl : vea S1 eensdinaulngesdmsniséilan

osidunes Taidon uswAsa
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q01ud : setudy
n1suseyuluniads “SMEs and 21st century trade
barriers”
30lag Permanent Mission of Sweden to the WTO
Speakers: ‘ ' ‘
Marion Jensen, Chief Economist of the International Trade
Centre |
Per Altenberg, Senior Adviser at the Swedish National
Board of Trade
Andreas Sjolund, Entrepreneur and Co-founder of Meetbug
and Timesulin
Moderator:
Daniel Blockert, Ambassador, Permanent Representative of
Sweden to the WTO
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Main theme

"Inclusive Trade"
Programme highlights

Plenary debates

The Forum will begin on 27 September at 10:00 by a keynote speech, to be followed by the
opening plenary debate, in whlch high-level speakers will dlscuss the maln theme "Incluswe
Trade".

Working sessions or workshops -

These sessions provide a more specific insight into a particular issue. The discussion can be
more technical and may involve experts, professionals and opinion leaders.

Organizers can choose to organize either working sessions or workshops:

» Working sessions They will follow a traditional format, in which speakers and
participants discuss issues related to the Forum’s overarching theme. Interpretation
in the three WTO official languages (English, French and Spanish) will be available
for these sessions.

o Workshops will take the form of informal brainstorming discussions focusing on
particular issues related to the Forums\overall theme. There will be no interpretation
to allow for better interaction.

All sessions will be recorded and podcasted.
Side events

. This year's Forum will examine how the WTO can foster SMEs' participation in the global
market. This is also the topic of the WTO's flagship publication, the ‘World Trade Report,
which will be launched at the Forum.

Other books will also be launched during this year's Forum.

Stands with thematic informatien, organized by both internal and external partners, will
‘available in the Atrium during the event, concretely showcasing how to make trade more
inclusive. : '

Public Forum: 15 vears of promoting openness

This year's event is particularly special as we are marking the 15" anniversary of the Public
- Forum. Several side events and exhibitions will highlight how civil society organizations have
influenced the WTO's agenda over the last 15 years. .

SO TR LT 1



Keeping up to date with the Public Forum

Regular updates will be posted on the WTO website and on social media sités (Facebook,

Twitter, YouTube) as the event unfolds. A wide selection. of photos from the Forum will be

~ made available on the WTO website and on Flickr. :
Freguently-asked guestions

Who can participate in the Forum?

NGOs, representatives of governments, civil society organizations, businesses, trade

unions, legislators, academics, students and the public at large - .
the Forum. _ p ge are welcome to participate in

S

Who .organizgs the working sessions and workshops? .
Working sessions and workshops are organized by the WTO Secretariat as well as by

participants representing NGOs, business groups, law firms, universities and research

institutes, trade unions, members of parliaments and inter-governmental organizations.

Where does the Public Forum take place?

The WTO Public .Forum takes place at the WTO head : i
quarters at the Cent m
Rappard, Rue de Lausanne 154, Geneva, Switzerland. entre Willia

What are the working Janguages of the meetings? . . o
Except for workshops, the sessions are held-in the three WTO working languages: English,
French and Spanish. Interpretation is available in all three languages.

How can | register to attend?
Those wishing to attend the WTO Public Forum must register online at: www.wto.org/pf16
The deadline for registration is midnight, Sunday 18 September 2016.

Where can | find additional information about the progrémme?
This is available on the WTO Public Forum website and updated regularly:
www.wto.org/pf16

What if | have questions?
Please send your questions to pf16@wto.org

Dol need a visa?. ,
“Please check well in advance of your journey for visa requirements with the Swiss embassy
"or consulate nearest to you. Please mote that the WTO- does not organize- visa

 arrangements.

Who pays for my journey?

Participation at the Forum is free of charge. Travel and accommodation costs are to be -

borne by participants.

Who organizes the Plenary Sessions?
Plenaries are organized by the WTO-: Secretariat and are designed to address the overall

theme. They feature prominent experts and personalities, who share their views on the
issues debated.

4
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Public Forum 2016 — “Inclusive Trade”

Trade is not just for big business. SMEs are playing a greater role in international trade.
Many have grown into micro-multinationals. A 2013 study of 2,100 SMEs across 21 countries
conducted by Oxford Economics and SAP reported that "the roster of SMEs generating more
than 40% of revenue outside their home country will have increased by 66%" by 2016. A
report published by eBay in 2013 revealed that over 95% of small businesses engaged on
the eBay platform are exporters. Across the eight markets analysed, the average number of
international markets reached by exporters is around 30 to 40. Some 60-80% of new
businesses analysed “survive” their first year. The respective figure for traditional exporters is
only around 30-50%. Innovation has been driving SMEs' expansion into the global market.
This year's Forum will examine how the WTO can foster SMEs' participation into the global
market. The flagship World Trade Report will be looking at this issue in depth and will be
launched at the Forum.

Today's world is dominated by digital innovation. New technologies have transformed
the way the world trades and have given a boost to trade grthh. Trade, in turn, is a driver
of innovation. The Forum will look at how the trading system can support innovation. Trade
and new technologies are inextricably interlinked - one fostering the other. Can trade keep
up with ever-changing technology? Does the WTO need to reform trade rules to allow
members to fully benefit from innovation? How can we tackle internet governance issues? Is

technological innovation a driver of development? Has trade helped countries to innovate?



How can innovation enhance the trading capacities of developing countries? The Public
Forum 2016 will provide an opportunity to share ideas on all these topics.

The Forum will also discuss how women can participate more fully in international trade
and how they can overcome the constraints preventing them from reaping the benefits of
trade.
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Making Trade More Inclusive

SUBMITTED BY ANABEL GONZALEZ ON WED, 08/30/2015

When we look at the inclusion of developing countries in international trade it is
clear that trade has been a powerful engine for reducing poverty and has delivered
some remarkable gains for the global economy. There are several country examples

that tell this story.

China has tripled its share of world trade since joining the WTO in 2001, helping
cut its extreme poverty rate from 36% at the end of the 1990s to 6% in 2011. In
Ethiopia, exports of cut flowers from one firm to the European Union helped open the
door to an export industry that now employs 50,000 workers. It has also generated
more secure wage employment and a pathway out of poverty for the families of those

workers,

Since 2000, the developing country share of world trade increased from 33 to
48%. South-South trade between developing countries increased from 8% of world
trade to around 25% today. It is clear that without international trade, we could not

have reached the goal of halving global poverty since 1990.

But there is still a long way to go. There are almost one billion people still living
in extreme poverty and high trade costs still isolate many developing countries and
regions from the international trading system. Low-income countries face trade costs in
agriculture and manufacturing that are about three times higher than those faced by
advanced economies. This creates a barrier to trade for those countries that is very
hard to overcome. Along with working harder to include developing countries in the
trading system, we must also work harder to connect people to the full potential

benefits of trade, especially the extreme poor and women.

Women continue to face significant inequality of opportunity, both within and
outside the household, which can make it difficult to gain from trade opportunities. For
example as much as 85% of small-scale traders at border crossings in the Great Lakes
region of Africa are women - but the majority of border officials are men, with

corruption and gender-based abuse running rampant.

Other types of gender inequality can affect the gains women experience from

trade. Take the role of women in global value chains, for example. In one World Bank
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report that examined a number of case studies, we found that women in the
horticulture sector in Honduras were workers, but seldom owners of land. While
women might be employees at call centers in Egypt, they are rarely managers. Women
in Kenya’s tourism industry might clean hotel rooms but they almost never hold the

more lucrative job of safari guide.

Two weeks ago, the World Bank launched a report entitled, Women, Business
and the Law which catalogues the legal constraints women face in their ability to
engage in economic activity. The report has spurred reforms - over the past two years

65 countries have made 94 legal reforms to the benefit of women.

Tackling these challenges requires a comprehensive approach that recognizes
that the effects of trade are not gender-neutral. At the World Bank Group, we have just
approved the Great Lakes Trade Facilitation project, which will help reduce
discrimination at borders, through actions like improved transparency; training and
better monitoring of officials; and working with traders associations to improve the
conditions for women to advocate for better rights. We know that, through
partnerships and interventions that recognize gender as a constraint, we can work to
ensure that trade brings real benefits for women in terms of jobs and empowerment.

It’s already happening.

In Cambodia, the export-oriented garment sector is one of the main providers of
wage employment. Eight-five percent of total garment industry workers are women.
Women in the garment sector receive a positive premium on wages compared with

other sectors.

In Lao PDR, we are helping to improve working conditions in garment factories
where externally verified improvements can help the industry reach premium buyers.
We are also providing grants to women entrepreneurs. While this work is in its early
stages, we have begun to see signs of success. One of the garment firms we are
working with, for example, has improved its productivity and human resources systems
and added 600 new jobs.

Supporting women will help us address the huge challenge facing not just
international trade but every development sector: the challenge of ending poverty and

creating new and better jobs for people living in developing countries. To get there, we
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must work together with organizations like the WTO, like COMESA, and like our many
othér partners at the global, regional and country levels to lower trade costs, ease the
flow of goods across and within borders, and ensure that developing countries — and
the women and men that live in them - are able to make the most out of trade

opportunities.

feyaaniivledsuimsian World Bank
http://blogs.worldbank.org/trade/making-trade-more-inclusive
T & NY. &
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How can global value chains make trade more inclusive? - a legislative perspective

Trade in finished products represents only one-quarter of total trade in goods
and services. International production, trade and investments are increasingly organized
within global value chains, where the different stages of the production process are located
across different countries. This change requires new policies based on proactive engagement
in order to ensure inclusive and sustainable growth. The fragmentation of production has
created new opportunities for some developing economies and small and medium-sized
enterprises, allowing them to access global markets as services suppliers or producers of
components. This interdependence, however, also presents challenges. The session will
discuss the role of parliaments in formulating trade policies that take into account the
spread of global value chains and in providing their adequate support through legislation,
regulation and peer pressure. '
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(Fostering innovation in agriculture to improve inclusive trade in the farming sector)
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Fostering innovation in agriculture to improve inclusive trade in the farming sector

Innovation is the process by which individuals or organizations master and
implement the design and production of goods and services that are new to them, irrespective
of whether they are new to their competitors, their country, or the world. An innovation system
is a network of organizations, enterprises, and individuals focused on bringing new products,
new processes, and new forms of organization into economic use, together with the institutions
and policies that affect their behaviour and performance.

Innovation in agriculture is wi'deLy recognized as a major source of improved
productivity, competitiveness, and economic growth throughout advanced and emerging
economies. Innovation also plays an important role in creating jobs, generating income,
alleviating poverty, and driving social development. The use of innovative techniques also plays
an enormous role lin strengthening farmers' access, especially women, in trading systems at

local, national and international levels, by improving farmers' competitiveness and productivity.
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Agriculture: fairer markets for farmers

‘The original GATT did apply to agricultural trade, but it contained

loopholes. For example, it allowed countries to use some non-tariff

measures such as import quotas, and to subsidize. Agricultural trade

became highly distorted, especially with the use of export subsidies

which would not normally have been allowed for industrial products.
The Uruguay Round produced the first multilateral agreement dedicated
to the sector. It was a significant first step towards order, fair
competition and a less distorted sector. It was implemented over a six
year period (and is still being implemented by developing countries
under their 10-year period), that began in 1995. The Uruguay Round
agreement included a commitment to continue the reform through new
negotiations. These were launched in 2000, as required by the
Agriculture Agreement.

" The Agriculture Agreement: new rules and commitments

The objective of the Agriculture Agreement is to reform trade in the
sector and to make policies more market-oriented. This would improve
predictability and security for importing and exporting countries alike.

The new rules and commitments apply to:

« market access — various trade restrictions confronting imports

« domestic support — subsidies and other programmes, including
those that raise or guarantee farmgate prices and farmers
incomes

. export subsidies and other methods used to make exports
artificially competitive.

The agreement does allow governments to support their rural
economies, but preferably through policies that cause less distortion to
trade. It also allows some flexibility in the way commitments are
implemented. Developing countries do not have to cut their subsidies or
lower their tariffs as much as developed countries, and they are given
extra time to complete their obligations. Least-developed countries
don’t have to do this at all. Special provisions deal with the interests of

30



countries that rely on imports for their food supplies, and the concerns
of least-developed economies.

“Peace” provisions within the agreement aim to reduce the likelihood
of disputes or challenges on agricultural subsidies over a period of nine
years, until the end of 2003. '

Market access: ‘tariffs only’, please

The new rule for market access in agricultural products is “tariffs only”.
Before the Uruguay Round, some agricultural imports were restricted by
quotas and other non-tariff measures. These have been replaced by
tariffs that provide more-or-less equivalent levels of protection — if the
previous policy meant domestic prices were 75% higher than world
prices, then the new tariff could be around 75%. (Converting the quotas

and other types of measures to tariffs in. this way was called
“tariffication”.)

Numerlcal targets for agrmu ItlJrew'"

The reductlons ) agncult ral sub51d1es and protectlon agreed in the
Uruguay Round Only the flgures for utt|ng export SUbSldleS appear-in
the | n i Loy = R ST agreement :
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§;Least dev eloped countrles do not h e tovmake commltments to reduce
f‘tarlffs or subs1d1es ~ e y .

;The base level for tanff cuts was the bo'u'nd rate before 1 January 1995
i,‘or for: unbound tanffs the actual rate charged in September 1986

?-The other flgur "fwere targets used to calculate countrles’ legally-"
g'blndlng “schedules > of commltments o '

- The tariffication package contained more. It ensured that quantities
imported before the agreement took effect could continue to be
imported, and it guaranteed that some new quantities were charged
duty rates that were not prohibitive. This was achieved by a system of
“tariff-quotas” — lower tariff rates for specified quantities, higher
(sometimes much higher) rates for quantities that exceed the quota.

The newly committed tariffs and tariff quotas, covering all agricultural
products, took effect in 1995. Uruguay Round participants agreed that
developed countries would cut the tariffs (the higher out-of-quota rates
in the case of tariff-quotas) by an average of 36%, in equal steps over
- six years. Developing countries would make 24% cuts over 10 years.
Several developing countries also used the option of offering ceiling
tariff rates in cases where duties were not “bound” (i.e. committed
under GATT or WTO regulations) before the Uruguay Round. Least-
developed countries do not have to cut their tariffs. (These figures do
not actually appear in the Agriculture Agreement. Participants used
them to prepare their schedules — i.e. lists of commitments. It is the
commitments listed in the schedules that are legally binding.)

For products whose non-tariff restrlctlons have been converted to

tariffs, governments are allowed to take special emergency actions
(“special safeguards”) in order to prevent swiftly falling prices or surges
in imports from hurting their farmers. But the agreement specifies when

and how those emergency actions can be introduced (for example, they

- cannot be used on imports within a tariff-quota).

Four countries used “special treatment” provisions to restrict imports of
particularly sensitive products (mainly rice) during the implementation
period (to 2000 for developed countries, to 2004 for developing nations),
but subject to strictly defined conditions, including minimum access for

31



overseas suppliers. The four were: Japan, Rep. of Korea, and the
Philippines for rice; and Israel for sheepmeat, wholemilk powder and
certain cheeses. Japan and Israel have now given up this right, but Rep.
of Korea and the Philippines have extended their special treatment for
rice. A new member, Chinese Taipei, gave special treatment to rice in
its first year of membership, 2002.

Domestic support: some you can, some you can’t

The main complaint about policies which support domestic prices, or
subsidize production in some other way, is that they encourage over-
production. This squeezes out imports or leads to export subsidies and
low-priced dumping on world markets. The Agriculture Agreement
distinguishes between support programmes that stimulate production
directly, and those that are considered to have no direct effect.

Domestic policies that do have a direct effect on production and trade
have to be cut back. WTO members calculated how much support of this
kind they were providing per year for the agricultural sector (using
calculations known as “total aggregate measurement of support” or
“Total AMS”) in the base years of 1986-88. Developed countries agreed
to reduce these figures by 20% over six years starting in 1995. Developing
countries agreed to make 13% cuts over 10 years. Least-developed
countries do not need to make any cuts. (This category of domestic
support is sometimes called the “amber box”, a reference to the amber
colour of traffic lights, which means “slow down”.)

‘Measures with minimal impact on trade can be used freely — they are in
a “green box” (“green” as in traffic lights). They include government
services such as research, disease control, infrastructure and food
security. They also include payments made directly to farmers that do
not stimulate production, such as-certain forms of direct income
support, assistance to help farmers restructure agriculture, and direct
payments under environmental and regional assistance programmes.

Also permitted, are certain direct payments to farmers where the -

farmers are required to limit production (sometimes called “blue box”
-measures), certain government assistance programmes to encourage

agricultural and rural development in developing countries, and other

support on a small scale (“de minimis”) when compared with the total

value of the product or products supported (5% or less in the case of |

- developed countries and 10% or less for developing countries). .
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- Export subsidies: limits on spending and quantities

The Agriculture Agreement prohibits export subsidies on agricultural
products unless the subsidies are specified-in a member’s lists of
commitments. Where they are listed, the agreement requires WTO
members to cut both the amount of money they spend on export
subsidies and the quantities of exports that receive subsidies. Taking
averages for 1986-90 as the base level, developed countries agreed to
cut the value of export subsidies by 36% over the six years starting in
1995 (24% over 10 years for developing countries). Developed countries
also agreed to reduce the quantities of subsidized exports by 21% over
the six years (14% over 10 years for developing countries). Least-
developed countries do not need to make any cuts. ‘

During the six-year implementation period, developing countries are
allowed under certain conditions to use subsidies to reduce the costs of
marketing and transporting exports.

The least-developed and those depehding on food imports

Under the Agriculture Agreement, WTO members have to reduce their
subsidized exports. But some importing countries depend on supplies of
cheap, subsidized food from the major industrialized nations. They
include some of the poorest countries, and although their farming
sectors might receive a boost from higher prices caused by reduced
export subsidies, they might need temporary assistance to make the
necessary adjustments to deal with higher priced imports, and
eventually to export. A special ministerial decision sets out objectives,
and certain measures, for the provision of food aid and aid for
agricultural development. It also refers to the possibility of assistance
from the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank to finance
commercial food imports. |

#an 1 https://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/whatis_e/tif e/agrm3_e.htm
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SMEs and 21st century trade barriers

Through the session, we want to stimulate a more informed discussion of how small
and medium-sized enterprises experience their trading environment, particularly&wifh respect to
the trade barriers they face. To what extent is their experience different from multinational
enterprises? Are there special SME problems in international trade and what are they?
The session relies in part on the results of a new business survey commissioned by the Swedish
National Board of Trade, but we also wish to let voices from the business cdmmunity be heard -
in this case from a small firm that trades.
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2016 ANNUAL SESSION OF THE
-PARLIAMENTARY CONFERENCE ON THE WTO

What future for the WTO?

Geneve, 13-14 June 2018

Organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary Union and the European Parliament

OUTCOME DOCUMENT
Adopted by consensus on 14 June 2016

1. The WTO has since its creation played a pivotal role in strerigthening multilateralism,
promoting an inclusive world economic order and fostering an open, rules-based and non-
discriminatory multilateral trading system. We remain convinced that a fair and equitable
international trading system based on free and fair trade for the benefit of all, can play a crucial
role in fomenting global economic growth and sustamable economic development, creating jobs

-and ensuring welfare.

2. In this regard, we recognize the importance of the outcomes achieved at the Tenth
Ministerial Conference in Nairobi, in December 2015. The Ministerial Dec:lssons related to

_\‘1‘

angculture_and LDCs arecruélal for-the developing: countnes and LDCs. ~Ihe ‘decision regardlng e

export.competition on agrtculture is an important dgreement that will help’ level the playing field in a
sector still marked by some protectionist trading practices and rules in certain countries, which is of
importance for the developing countries.

3. We appreciate the decision on public stockholding for food security purposes and call for the
conclusion of negatiations on finding a permanent solution to the issue, in keeping with the
decision. We believe that the issue of food security is vital for developing countries and that WTO
rules must support efforts to combat hunger. In line with the same decision, we alsc want to stress
the importance of a speedy adoption of a proposal for a Special Safeguard Mechanism, in

- conformity with the Nairobi Ministerial Decision on the issue.

4, It is'now of utmost impartance that all Members of the WTO jmplement the decisions taken
both in Nairobi and in Bali, including swift ratification of the Trade Facilitation Agreement, creation
of new export opportunities for LDC service-providers under the LDC services waiver and .
simplification of regulations governing rules of origin. We call for the extension of the Information
Technology Agreement for those WTO Members concerned

. \5 = We urge WTO N embers to capitalize on\the momentum created; by ecent progress, bearlng

in mind the strategic obJectlve of strengthening the multilateral trading system' and the need fo
consolidate the WTO as the centre of trade negotiations, while at the same time recognizing that

new approaches will be necessary. Flexibility, openness, inclusiveness.and_political- engagement:
“Will'b& Key to advancing on all the remaining issues of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).

Since the Doha Round was launched in 2001, the world has changed dramatically in’economic,
political and technological terms. New challenges such as e-commerce, digital trade and
international investment can also be discussed without prejudice to outstanding issues of the DDA,

B. It is widely acknowledged that trade in services, as a new frontier for enhancing the
participation of developing countries and LDCs in international trade, is important not only for
developed countries, but is rapidly emerging as a critical vehicle for realizing development gains for
all. However, positively integrating developing countries, especially LDCs, into the global services
economy and increasing their participation in services trade, particularly in modes -and sectors of
export interest to them, remains a major development challenge.

7. Weneed to intensify efforts to achieve rapid progress in services negotiations in each of the
pillars of services negotiations such as market access, domestic regulations and LDC services
waiver to achieve progressively higher levels of liberalization of trade in services, while ensuring
that particular attention is given to sectors and modes of supply of export interest to developing
countries. WTO Members also need to work on issues that can facilitate trade in services.
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8. We believe that the process leading up to the Ministerial Conference has once again shown
the importance of more transparent and inclusive negotiations. The Ministerial Conference should
not be used to replace the negotiating bodies at the WTO. In order to achieve greater efficiency
and accountability, a review of the working practices of the WTO will also contribute to better rule-
making in the trade forum.

9. Recent years have witnessed a surge in plurilateral, regional and bilateral trade agreements,
motivated by participants’ desire to further liberalize and address trade rules and disciplines in
policy areas insufficiently dealt with in the WTO and, to some extent, by the lack of progress in the
Doha Round. Such agreements present a double advantage since: (a) they can stimulate trade
between participants, especially by unlocking liberalization and upgrading rules and disciplines in
policy areas tackled less thoroughly in the WTO; and (b) they may support the multilateral system,
provided that such agreements are open, transparent and WTO-compatible, based on shared rules
and create the conditions for possible future discussions in the WTO. We stress, however, that, in
this-sense, these agreements should not undermine the role of multilateral accords in international
trade.

RN

10. We acknowledge that trade can not only be a key factor in economic development but can

. also act as an important tool in the path to development. We underscore the need to link the

multilateral trade agreements and the implementation of the international dgvelopment agenda, .y
lncludmg the Sustainabie Development Goals (SDGs) - L e +
11. Paragraph 8 of the Doha Mandate mentlons gender equality and women's empowerment
among the goals which are essential for all countries to attain. We note that gender mainstreaming
and women's empowerment are instrumental to development strategies for achieving gender
equality and are key to the eradication of poverty. Therefore, we encourage policymakers to
mainstreaming gender in macro-economic policies, especially in trade policy.

12.  Despite the fact that 95 per cent of global enterprises are SMEs, which are significant as
engines of growth, innovation, social integration and employment, SMEs currently only account for
a small portion of trade among WTO Members. Considering the need to further strengthen the
capacity and ability of SMEs to engage in international trade and enter the global market, we
therefore encourage the WTO Members to reduce supply chain barriers to trade and enable SMEs
to generate profits from the global value chain. This includes but is not limited to, expansion of
market access, financial access and funding mechanisms, business networking, technical
assistance, communication and transport infrastructure, as well as capacity building.

13. The challenges facing the WTO stress the need for the continued involvement of L
arllamentartans in thlsilmportant world trade boﬁy ParILamentarlans not Only ratify the outcom;;s
of nego’natlons they are-also a crucial brldge/halson between the WTO ‘and the people they aim to

serve. We urge the WTO to make full use of the Parliamentary Conference on the WTO,

co-organized by the 1PU and the European Parliament, ensuring that parliamentarians-have access —~— -

~ ~to all the information they need to carry out their oversight role effectively and contribute

meaningfully to trade policies.
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Marital Status

Education

Career
1982

1983
1985

1986
1987
1989
1992

1995
2000
2002
2004

2006
2007

CURRICULUM VITAE
. OF
MR. NOPADOL GUNAVIBOOL

August 6, 1956

]

Married to Mrs. Anchulee Gunavibool

- Bachelor of Arts (Chinese Studies), University of Leeds, UK.
- Master of Arts (Area Studies - Far East - History-of East Asia and
Japanese Politics), School of Oriental and African Studies, -

University of London, U.K.

- Joined the Ministry of Foreign A{Tairs as Attaché, East Asia Division,

a

Department of Political Affairs .

- Third Secretary, East Asia\Division; Department of Political Affairs

- Third Secretary, International Development Affairs Division, Department of
International Organizations

- Third Secretary, Political Division, Department of International Organizations

- Second Secretary, Political Division, Department of International Organizations

- Second Secretary, Secretariat to the Department of Political Affairs

- First Secretary, Southeast Asia Division, Dcpartn;ent of Political Affairs

- First Secretary, Division 1, Department of East Asian Affairs

- Counsellor, Royal Thai Embassy, Manila

- Director, Division I, Department of East Asian Affairs

- Deputy Directof—Genera], Depahxhent of ASEAN Affairs

- Minister, Royal Thai Embassy, Tokyo -

- Ambassador Attached to the Ministry, Office of the Permanent Secretary

- Director-General, Department of East Asian Affairs

- Director-General, Depar;rﬁegit OfASE{A‘N Affairs

B A L
- Ambassador Extraordinary a_r)xd‘l?leqipotentiary of Thailand to the Republic of

ad Vinyeds

Singapore

L Gt

B




Career
2011
2013 - present

Decorations

2012

2007
2007

2004

2001

1998

1993

1991
1988

Deputy Permanent Secretary, Office of the Permanent Secretary
Ambassador Extraordinary an’d?l‘lcnipotenliary of Thailand to the Kingdom

of Belgium

TR B AN

kel

Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the
White Elephant ‘ ‘

The Chakrabarti Mala Medal

Knight Grand Cordon (Special Class) of the Most Noble Order of the Crown
of Thailand

Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the

White Elephant

Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Noble Order of the Crown of
Thailand « o

Knight Commander (Second Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the |
White Elephant .

Knight Commander (Second Class) of the Most Noble Order of the
Crownof Thailand . o
Commander (Third Clas’s)‘(f):t‘

Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant

- Commander (Third Class) f the Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thailand

Bb
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BOONYARIT KALAYANAMIT

CURRICULUM VITAE

EDUCATION

CAREER

Master of Science, Economics
Western Michigan University, U.S.A.

Bachelor of Science, Business Administration
Kasetsart University, Bangkok, Thailand

Since October 2015 Ambassador, Permanent Representative

2014 -2015

2011-2014

0 2010-2011

2009 -2010°

2007 -2009

2003 —2007

1999 —2003

1995 — 1997

PERSONAL

Permanent Mission of Thailand to the World Trade Organization
Geneva, Switzerland

Director General _
Department of Internal Trade, Ministry of commerce
Bangkok, Thailand :

Inspector General
Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce
Bangkok, Thailand

Deputy Director General °
Department of Foreign Trade, Ministry of Commerce
Bangkok, Thailand

- Deputy Director General

Department of Trade Negotiation, Ministry of Commerce
Bangkok, Thailand

Director, Bureau of Trade in Services and Investment

Department of Trade Negotiation, Ministry of Commerce
Bangkok, Thailand

Director _
Office of Commercial Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy
Istanbul, Turkey

Director
Office of Commercial Affairs, Royal Thai Embassy
Phnom Penh, Cambodia ’

Counsellor i v
Permanent Mission of Thailand to the World Trade Organization
Geneva, Switzerland

Married, 2 Children
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CURRICULUM VITAE
| OF
MR. THANI THONGPHAKDI

Born 23 December 1963
'Marital Status Married, Mrs. Noppanuch Thongphakdi

Education - Bachelor of Economics & Bachelor of Science,

Australian National University, Australia

- Master of Science in Foreign Service (Honours), Georgetown University, U.S.A.

Career

1987 - Joined the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Attache, Division of International
Development Affairs, Department of International Organizations

1988 - Third Secretary, Division of International Development A ffairs, Department of
International Organisations | |

1990 - Third Secretary, Office of the Secretary to the Minister

1991 - Second Secretary, Office of the Secretary to the Minister - . .

1992 - Second Secretary, Office of the Permanent Secretary

1994 - First Secretary, Office of the Permanent Secretary

1995 - First Secretary, Policy and Planning Division, Office of the Permanent Secretary

1995 - - First Secretary, Seconded to the Secretariat of the Prime Minister

1996 (Banharn Silpa-Archa Administration)

1996 - - First Secretary, Seconded to the Secretariat of the Prime Minister

1997 (General Chavalit Yongchaiyudh Administration)

1997 - - First Secretary, Seconded to the Secretariat of the Prime Minister

2000 .(Chuan Leekpai Administration)

2001 - Counsellor, Seconded to the Secretariat of the Prime Minister
(Chuan Leekpai Administration)

2001 - Counsellor, Royal Thai Embassy, Washington, D.C.

2003 - Minister-Counsellor, Royal Thai Embassy, Washington, D.C.

LY

2004 - Director, North America Division, Department of American and South Pacific Affairs



b

-2-
Career
2005 - Minister-Counsellor, Deputy Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister
2006 | - Minister-Counsellor, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister
- 2007 - Minister, Chief of Staff, Office of the Minister
- Deputy Director-General, Department of Information ‘ - *
2010 - - Director-General, Department of Information
2012
Oct 2012 - Ambassador and \\Perma'nent Representative of Thailand to the United Nations

and Other International Organizations in Geneva

Rovyal Decorations

2011 - Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant
2008 - Knight Grand Cross (First Class) of the Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thailand
2005 - Knight Commander (Second Class) of the Most Exalted Order ot: the White Elephant
2000 - Knight Commander (Second Class) of the Most Noble Order of the Crown of Thailand

1995 - Commander (Third Class) of the Most Exalted Order of the White Elephant
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(W18 Francis Gurry)

o. WanAuvauamudviumwTLle wavmugsmvionanaieail WIPO Tilveiaueuy
naMTawUNSI I TuNARSaNsUIRS AT ensaavsTeuAS eI LNeNSANSE U IWA

melusud) 2560 waznsudlungurnenisafierdeduduade uazlinavaduldud fe

aan o (Y

nsaduayuveIEn AUy ALVied

Suggested Talking Points

@. Thank you for the strong support and technical assistance given to Thailand over the
S/ears. The cooperation between Thailand and WIPO has significantly deepened and
expanded under your leadership.

. The newly a'mended trademark law took legal effect in June. The objectives of the
amendment are to streamline the registration procedures and facilitate Thailand’s
accession to the Madrid Protocol. The National Legislative Assembly passed the
amendment into law without undue delay in recognition of its positive impact on the
business sector. | was informed that the Department of Intellectual Property is
preparing necessary resources and [T infrastructure to ensure smooth operation post-
accession.

e. Thailand should be able to deposit the instrument of accession to the Madrid

Protocol within early next year.
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UsziRgousuny Francis Gurry
Feuenisingasdinmsninddunetiyanlan
(World Intellectual Property Organization)

$ufl oo woEAPl beae (Yaqiueng oe )
ansawaziiynsanua

BoaATIAL

mdanguLazawH e

DRransdude, urineraemaiisu
AsUsERRUAITTWNNAMINY, BodnsidY
WRTGR, anTivendeiuaidsu
snwsaansaufiinde, uninenduiauyiad

gewemslugesdnisminddumlygilan uas
18918113 International Union for the Protection
of New Varieties of Plants (UPOV)

@7 Gurry on Breach of Confidence, Oxford University
Press the Protection of Confidential_Information,

Oxford University Press.

a4/D/nwnguamuanawiganvaniiug/CV Frandis Gurry (1) (12 n.b. 59 / 14.06 w)
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agunmsinasdanminddunielyilan

(World intellectual Property Organization : WIPO)

1. douarlasfuiendfuasanisninddunisaaitan

asrmmsnddunelganlan World Intellectual Property Organization : WIPO)L{u
psRnsszsnmamelfesimeanssnnd idedatu dedeunsngian we. 2510 Tnedl
Toqussaed ieduasumsuniesduaseaminddumatgarinmuiuiiossuheiganndn Tngly
Yaqiufian@n 187 s sankslnedadnluandnided wa. 2532 (1989)

Tulligtu WPO fimmumnassewissmeiioylummuiufismeuisiu 26 atiu' aseuaqy
Ussunindaumadgg sy endulssdiunsiuasesiuiit Sedufiaveulagavninms
AuAsasRugAvImisenIsevA 3o Intemational Union for the Protection of New Varieties of
Plants (UPOV)

uihiivdnuas WIPO aguléf deil

11 dunilfandnldwundensniesudnmauanamingdumadygnseving

Uszina maamﬁmv‘i’ﬁum5zuuﬁuﬂsaw%’wéﬁumqﬁzgzyﬂ’l,ﬁﬁﬂisﬁw%mwmn**‘ﬁvu

1.2 nenuswdssdrinisuazmadaluisemsndaunetygunussmeauingd
mM3duuwn Aneusulidnuing wuel saensufiansanssuugiuteys Wudu

13 Udmsdamsszuumss e mazmniunsurefurmudunsemingaunma
Yaygsennsdseine W uaSdygnIvieauT e udvicUns (Patent
Cooperation Treaty : PCT) \fisgunegaruaznnnsaavsd eudvdtnsseminaUsama
ffensnain (Madrid Protocol) iesmsaruazmnmsaavslemasomunensin
sUSENA MANAINTIEN (Hague Agreement) Lilesunemiagmnzan
neidoumseenuuundadomissinlsume uwazAnumnasnge@auew (Lisbon
Agreement) ifleuamuazsnnMsaavzdsudaisdnegiinanssevine sene

! WIPO Treaties Asauma |

(1) WIPO Convention (convention establishing WIPO) _

(2) IP_Protection 16ilkfi 1) Beijing Treaty on Audiovisual Performances 2) Berne Convention 3) Madrid
Agreement 4) Marrakesh VIP Treaty 5) Nairobi Treaty 6) Paris Convention 7) Patent Law Treaty 8)
Phonograms Convention 9) Rome Convention 10) Singapore Treaty on the Law of Trademarks 11)
Trademark Law Treaty 12) Washington Treaty 13) WIPO Copyright Treaty (WCT) kag 14) WIPO Performance
and Phonograms Treaty (WPPT)

(3) Global Protection System 16ilifi 1) Budapest Treaty 2) Hague Agreement 3) Lisbon Agreement 4) Madrid
Agreement 5) Madrid Protocol W& 6) Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT)

(@) Classification TAlA 1) Locarno Agreement 2) Nice Agreement 3) Strasbourg Agreement 4) Vienna

Agreement W@y 5) Recent notification
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UseinAniA WIPO aunsaidulundeydyan viermuanasiiegneldnisiifuniseoua
109 WIPO ldmunnamien delveldidnidunifanusnasnigldnsiiuguares WiPo uds 3 atlu
[

2.1 eydyginjudiuimensfuasenssunssukazfaunssy (Beme Convention)

1
<5 @ o

WieTui 17 nsngnaw 2474 (1931) lngansyddgrasaydyanaangn dndnineud

WuguhiensAuasessasduans Tu 4 Usens fe (1) uanufiRedreenluna

(Principle of national treatment %38 principle of assimilation) (2) w&nan3dusn

(3) nannsRuATadlagdnluil® uay (4) nannsqursadlngdase wlagtuaydayn
5 Iusenaann®n 167 Useine

u

22 aydgansunsaidhenisAuasemSwddugnamnssu (Paris Convention) Wieatuil

% v 9
a

2 Faman w.a. 2551 (2008) Inganssdrdguasoudyainenat nealesiuisenis
ANATBATDY AvBURINTUsERYY Evdtnseanuuy wasasawsnensn Felaqiud
UssmAnTAaNTn 914U 175 Ussine '

23 awddgainmeanusmiiennudnding (Patent Cooperation Treaty: PCT) 18
Fudl 24 Sumey w.e. 2552 (2009) Wuauddnygyrivhen1sfuasodnsinssening
Uszina laetagiuiivssmaaunind iy 148 Ussma

ngegserhamieumaduiiunidarusnasszninassimaues WIPO iedifiunis
ThGulUmuumuUioRnmsvswdaumatlagnendou (ASEAN IPR Action Plan ¥ 2011-2015 ua
atuangay 2016-2025) 59u 2 adu A. (1) WEesuIa3a (Madrid Protocol) wag (2) ANnumnansgs
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- Term of Offices dears (from 1 Ju[y\QGj_q 20 June 2018)’ L

MR. MARTIN CHUNGONG

Sécretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union

M
Natlonallty Carneroonian

Born : 17 February 1957 Age : 57

Marital Status : Married with two Children

Education :
1983  Post-Graduate Diploma in Conference Interpretation Techniques, Central
London PoLytechnic, United Kingdom
1982 Master’s degree in Applied Linguistics, University of Ottawa, Canada
1979

Post-Graduate Diploma in Bilingual Literary Studies (English & French)
Umversxty of Yaounde, Cameroon

~ 1978~ Bachalor s-Begree n- BlLlngua Literary Studies (Engllsh & French); ~Umversxty of
Yaounde Cameroon

Xperience :

2005 - 2011 Deputy Secretary General of the IPU

2011 - 2014  Director of Programmes

" 2005 - 2011 Director of the Division of Democracy

Prior to being elected as the eighth IPU Secretary General, Mr. Chungong has spent more

than 20 years at IPU. He was the Organization’s Deputy Secretary General and Director of

Programmes. . His focus on developing programmes to help parliaments become more

transparent, accountable, representative and effective democratic institutions has been widely
acknowledged. He has strongly promoted dialogue and conflict resolution of countries emerged
from conflict or in transition. Also, Mr. Chungong has made a push to strengthen parliamentary

engagement on sustainable'devetopment through his role as parliamentary representative

A



AR A A S+ SRS

 No. 0010 (NLAY 42.8) |

Committee on Foreign Affairs
National Legislative Assembly

U - Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand

43 August BE. 2559 (2016)

Dear Mr. Chungong,

I would like to take this opportunity to inform you that the national referendum
on the draft constitution which was held on 7 August 2016 has now been completed and the
official result was in favour of the draft as announced on 9 August 2016.

Leading up to the national referendum, the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
has worked closely with the Constitution Drafting Commission (CDC) and the Office of Election
Commission to disseminate information on the draft constitution and the additional question-
on the role of Parliament in the selection process of the Prime Minister. The government has
also allowed public debate through various media channels on the strengths and weaknesses
of the draft constitution and related issues. In many of such debates, those representing

opposing views to the draft constitution were freely expressing their opinions. Such debates

have been carried out in accordance with Section 7 of the Constitution Referendum Act (2016),
which guarantees the freedom of individuals to express their views about the draft constitution
in good faith.

The national referendum, which took place in a peaceful and orderly manner,
with no worrisome incident and no complaint of voting irregularities, resulted in 61.35%
approval rate for the draft constitution and 38.65% against. The result of the national
referendum, which consisted two questions for over 50 million eligible voters (18 years old
and above) nationwide to express their views on, can be summarized as follows:

/Summary...
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Summary Results of National Referendum (7 August 2016)

Total Eligible Voters 50,071,589 74.6% of population
Total Votes Cast 29,740,677 59.40% of total
| ' eligible voters
Valid Votes 28,804,468 96.85% of total votes
cast
Spoilt Votes 936,209 -} 3.15% of total votes
cast

Question 1: “Do you approve or disapprove the draft constitution as a whole?”
‘Approve 16,820,402 61.35% of valid votes
Disapprove 10,598,037 38.65% of valid votes

|
Question 2: “Do you approve or disapprove that, in order for national reform to be
carried out in a continuous manner, there is a need to stipulate in the transftory
provision of the constitution that, for the first five years after the appointment of the
first parliament under this constitution, the joint session of the parliament shall have

the authority to approve the appointment of the prime minister?”
Approve 15,132,050 . | 58.07% of valid votes
Disapprove 10,926,648 41.93% of valid votes |

As the draft constitution and the additional question have been approved by the
Thai general public, the government now moves into the 3 Phase of its political roadmap.
As you may recall, the 1** Phase was the maintenance of national peace and order by the
National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), putting in place the interim constitution and
the establishment of the current government. The 2™ Phase is where we have been for the

past two years, for the NCPO, the government and the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)

and all government agencies to work side by side to rebuild a selid political, economic and
social foundation for the country, including the drafting of the new constitution. And now,
as we move into the 3" Phase of the political roadmap, we will begin the legislative process

to enact the new constitution and prepare for national elections for a new parliament and

an elected government.

In more detail, the process in this 3" Phase involves the proclamation of the

constitution, including the modification to incorporate the additional guestion, the drafting of
ten organic laws, especially those governing the holding of national elections. Such laws are
highly sensitive and complex and the drafts would require the vetting by the Constitutional

for final consideration, scrutiny and approval.

¥
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Work in this 3" and final Phase would take another 12 to 14 months from today
and it is expected that national elections can take place towards the end of 2017, which is in
accordance with the timeline of the political roadmap that has been previously announced
by the NCPO, |

I wish to point out that Thailand is now at the stage where efforts to bring about
lasting peace and order in the Thai society, a solid and sustainable foundation for efficient
and good government, national reconciliation and nation building, and, last but not least,
genuine representative democracy, are beginning to bear fruit. We, as legislators, shall
continue to do our utmost to work with all involved to build on this momentum and ensure
that Thailand, as a nation, can achieve its goal in creating a political system that is truly
represented by the people for the benefit of all Thai people.

In order to realize this goal, it is our fervent hope that we would be able to continue
to count on the support and encouragement of our friends in the IPU. The Thai Delegation
led by Hon, Mr. Surachai Liengboonlertchai, First Vice President of the National Legislative
Assembly, will fully participate in the upcoming 135" IPU Session in Geneva. We have been
strongly committed to the work of the IPU and maintain such strong commitment in the
future.

Thank you very much for your kind attention.

Yours sincerely,

Bilaibhan Sampatisiri ‘
Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs

Hon. Mr. Martin Chungong
Secretary General,

Inter - Parliamentary Union,
5 Chemin du Pommler,
Case Postale 330,

1218 e Grand - Saconnex,
Geneva,

SWITZERLAND

¥
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No.IPU 263/2016 National Legislative Assembly

U - Thong Nai Road, Bangkok 10300
Thailand A

Tel. : 66 2357 3100 ext. 3156

Fax : 66 2357 3154

2.5 August BE. 2559 (2016)

Excellency,

With reference to my note dated 24 June 2016 to the Secretary General of the Inter -
Parliamentary Union (IPU), informing the preparations for the national referendum on the
draft constitution to be held on 7 August 2016, | am pleased to inform you that the said
national referendum has now been completed and the official result was in favour of the
draft as announced on 9 August 2016.

Leading up to the nationaL‘referendum, the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
has worked closely with the Constitution Drafting Commission (CDC) and the Office of Election
Commission to disseminate information on the draft constitution and the additional question
on the role of Parliament in the selection process of the Prime Minister. The government has
also allowed public debate through various media channels on the strengths and weaknesses
of the draft constitution and related issues. In many of such debates, those representing
opposing views to the draft constitution were freely expressing their opinions.

As mentioned in my previous note, such debates have been carried out in accordance
with Section 7 of the Constitution Referendum Act (2016), which guarantees the freedom of
individuals to express their views about the draft constitution in good faith.

The national referendum, which took place in a peaceful and orderly manner, with
no worrisome incident and no complaint of voting irregularities, resu[ted in 61.35% épproval
rate for the draft constitution and 38.65% against. The.result of the national referendum, which
consisted two questions for over 50 million eligible voters (18 years old and above) nationwide

to express their views on, can be summarized as follows:

/Summary...
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Total Eligible Voters 50,071,589 74.6% of population “ ‘
Total Votes Cast ' 29,740,677 59.40% of total eligible ]
_ ‘ voters
Valid Votes | 28,800,468 96.85% of total votes
‘ cast '

| Spoilt Votes . 7 _ 936,209 3.15% of total votes cast

Question 1: “Do you approve or disapprove the draft constitution as a whole?”

\ , .
Approve - 16,820,402 61.35% of valid votes
10,598,037 38.65% of valid votes

Disapprove

Question 2: “Do you approve or disapprove that, in order for national reform to be
carried out in a continuous manner, there is a need to stipulate in the transitory provision
of the constitution that, for the first five years after the appointment of the first
parliament under this constitution, the joint session of the parliament shall have the

authority to approve the appointment of the prime minister?”
Approve ' 15,132,050 58.07% of valid votes
Disapprove ' 10,926,648 . 41.93% of valid votes

As the draft constitution and the additional question have been approved by the
Thai general public, the government now moves into the 3™ Phase of its political roadmap.
As you may recall, the 1* Phase was the maintenance of national peace and order by the

National Council for Peace and Order (NCPO), putting in place the interim constitution and’

the establishment of the current government. The 2™ Phase is where we have been for the
past two years, for the NCPQ, the governrhént and the National Legislative Assembly (NLA)
and all government agencies to work side by side to rebuild a solid polfticat,‘ economic and
social foundation for the country, including-the drafting of the new constitution. And now,
as we move into the 3™ Phase of the political roadmap, we will begin the {egislative process
to enact the new constitution and prepare for national elections for a new parliament and

an elected government.

In more detail, the process in this 3™ Phase involves the proclamation of the
constitution, including the modification to incorporate the additional question, the drafting of
ten organic laws, especially those governing the holding of national elections. Such laws are
highly sensitive and complex and the drafts would require the vetting by the Constitutional
Tribunal, the Council of State and other relevant agencies, prior to coming before the NLA
for final consideration, scrutiny and approval.

/Work...
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Work in this 3 and ﬁ'nal.Phase would take another 12 to 14 months from today
and it is expected that national elections can take placé towards the end of 2017, which is in
accordance with the timeline of the political roadmap that has been previously announced
by the NCPO. '

In conclusion, | wish to point out that Thailand is now at the stage where efforts
to bring about (asting peace and order in the Thai society, a solid and sustainable foundation
for efficient and good government, national reconciliation and nation building, and, last but
not least, genuine representative democracy, are beginning to bear fruit. We; as legislators,
shall continue to do our utmost to work with all involved to build on this momentum and
ensure that Thailand, as a nation, can achieve its goal in creating a political system that is truly
represented by the people for the benefit of all Thai people. '

In order to realize this goal, it is our fervent hope that we would be able to continue
to count on the support and encouragement of our friends in the IPU.

Accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

P- Wi Akt
Prof. Pornpetch- Wichitcholchai
President

His Excellency

Mr. Saber Hossain Chowdhury
President ’

Inter - Parliamentary Union

5, Chemin du Pommier

Case Postale 330

1218 Le Grand - Saconnex
Geneva, . '
SWITZERLAND
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Thailand’s Political Development

Before 22 May 2014

e To understand Thailand today — how we have gotten to where we are and
why — we must first understand the situation the country was in leading up to
22 May 2014. On that day, the military decided to take control of national
administration.
In the six to seven months before 22 May 2014, there was protracted
political conflict. There were also drawn-out street protests calling for the
government to step down.
A Government shutdown followed. Indeed, given the situation, we had
what amounted to a dysfunctional government. There were also violent
incidents and the looming threat of further bloodshed or even civil war.
Thailand’s peace, stability and security were at stake; and so were our role in
the region and, possibly, regional stability.
The intervention that took place on 22 May 2014 was for the immediate
purpose of stopping the violence; restoring order; and ensuring stability. Not
a single bullet was fired in this act. The public welcomed this intervention as
a chance for the country to move on.

After 22 May 2014

e The Roadmap for Reconciliation, Reform and Elections was quickly
announced in the days following 22 May 2014. The Roadmap continues to
guide Thailand’s efforts today.

e In particular, the Government is now forging ahead in realising the two core
objectives of the Roadmap: (1) returning Thailand to démocracy via
elections scheduled for 2017; and (2) comprehensive reform that truly

- takes root, resulting in a strengthened and sustainable democracy, with a
government that upholds the rule of law, good governance, transparency as
well as respects and protects human rights and freedoms. ‘

e Following 22 May, the Government also immediately went to work

addressing the people’s problems and concerns. Special emphasis was put

on long-running problems which had been overlooked — some of which,
such as social injustice and inequality, helped to feed political divisions in
the country.

o The approach taken by the administration was, therefore, a people-centred
one, whereby the task was to act quickly and transparently in response to
the needs of the people.
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Legislative Reform

e One of the ways that the Government has utilized to address such problems
and drive reform efforts is through legislation. This means: amending
outdated laws, pushing through laws that had been left pending from
previous governments, and issuing new laws.

e Since the Government came to office in 2014, 165 laws have been
promulgated whereas only 120 laws were enacted between 2008 and 2014.
These laws are concrete mechanisms to enable Thailand to address priority
and urgent national issues, comply with international obligations and
standards, as well as modernize existing laws and fill the gaps where
regulatory basis is needed so as to enhance effectiveness in law enforcement,
increase efficiency and catch up with the new context. The laws already
passed encompass issues ranging from social disparity and inequality, human
rights, transnational crimes, anti-corruption, justice system, to the
environment. ‘

e To reduce social inequality and promote fairness in the society, the
Government has pushed through laws, such as: .

o The Gender Equality Act, which is aimed at protecting everyone
from gender-based discrimination;

o The Homeless Protection Act, which is aimed to protect this specific
group by establishing a mechanism to formulate related policies and
procedures, as well as establishing shelters to provide assistance to the
homeless who do not have enough income to support themselves; '

o The Justice Fund Act, which is aimed to provide assistance to poor
people during the judicial process, for example, defendants who do not
have money or collaterals for bail, or cannot afford a lawyer;

o The Inheritance Tax Act, which requires wealthy persons who inherit
a large sum of money or high-valued property to contribute back to the
society.

e To meet international obligations and standards, the Government has
updated the laws and practices in various areas, such as '

o On human trafficking, the Anti-Human Trafficking Act of 2008 has
been amended to increase penalties against traffickers and enhance the
effectiveness of law enforcement to prevent and tackle human °*
trafficking; ‘

o On illegal fishing, Fisheries Acts have been enacted to improve
management of fishery resources, and prevent and address TUU;

o On labor rights, the Maritime Labour Act has been enforced to better
protect the rights of the maritime labour on cargo ships by setting
standards regarding their work conditions in line with the Maritime
Labour Convention of 2006;

o On illegal wildlife trade, the Ivory Trade Act and the amendment to
the Wildlife Preservation and Protection Act have been enacted to
control trade in ivory and to be in compliance with the Convention on

International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora
(CITES);
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o On terrorism financing, the Counter-Terrorism Financing Act has
been updated to provide for measures to prevent and suppress
financing of terrorism and access to funding by terrorists;

Reconciliation

e The intention of this Government is to address the root causes of social
disparities and inequality which have given rise to social divisions and
colour-coded politics. The judicial process is impartial and judicial
institutions discharge its duties in a fair and transparent manner: -

o In this regard, the Government is trying to create an atmosphere conducive to
reconciliation and propel the country forward by: establishing the
Damrongtham Centre to provide a direct channel for people to contact the
Government; and fostering transparency and accountability by passing the
Licensing Act, which stipulates that all government officials must explain the
procedures for obtaining licenses in a transparent manner.

e The Government has been taking steps to encouraging all sides of the
political divide to overcome their differences and consider the interests of the
country over their own.

¢ In addition, the Head of the NCPO’s Order No.25 regarding the revocation
of the overseas travel ban on individuals which became effective on 1 June
2016 is another example of the government’s attempts to alleviate the
restrictions on rights and freedom and create a more concﬂlatory atmosphere
leading up to the election.

Anti-corruption Efforts

e Fighting corruption is a national priority. The Prime Minister has declared a
fight against corruption as a top government agenda, and forged cooperation
between various agencies through the estabhshment of the National Anti-
Corruptlon Committee (NACC).

e  Significant measures already 1mplemented to eliminate corruption and
“foster transparency are:

- The Construction Sector Transparency Initiative (CoST),

designed to promote accountability in publicly financed construction;

- The Licensing Facilitation Act (énacted on 21 July 2015) to
improve the standard of public services in Thailand. The Act requires state
agencies to establish one-stop service centers where people can lodge
applications and receive services under one roof;

- A new corruption court has been set up by the Office of the
Judiciary specifically to oversee corruption cases;

- “Open Data Initiatives” such as e-government and government
application center. \
The Need for Public Order .
¢ Public order and social harmony are key for the Government to be able to
see through the Roadmap. The Government has, therefore, promulgated a
number of laws to ensure that public order and social harmony prevail.

g4
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These laws do not impinge on general freedom of exi)ression — which we

25

believe is a fundamental element of a democratic society — as long as such

expression does not undermine public order and social harmony. In fact, the
Government has been receptive to all views regarding the current process of
reconciliation and reform Critiques of the administration could often be seen
in the press.

However, in recent days, there are still some cases of violation of the laws
despite warnings from the authorities. Some are politically motivated and
may incite social discord and division posing an obstruction to the on-going
process of reconciliation and reform in Thailand.

The Roadmap Today

Efforts under the Roadmap today continue to seek to return Thailand to full,
strengthened and sustainable democracy.

However, democracy means more than just the holding of elections or
upholding rights and freedoms. These we consider to be merely the forms
of democracy. More important is the substance, or content, of democracy
— which takes time to develop for democratic governance to function
effectively. Democratic institutions need to be strengthened, as do the
people’s understanding of their rights and obligations as democratic citizens.
During much of the past ten years in Thailand, our democracy often fell prey
to unscrupulous politicians. Corruption, for example, was rife.

In 2006, the military stepped in; and when they left a year later the political
merry-go-rounding started again.

Thailand is determined not to go back down that path The Government is,
therefore, laying down the foundations for reform and strategizing for the
long-term in order to make Thailand secure and stable, prosperous and
sustainable. All of this is being done in partnership with all sectors of
society under the “4 Ps Policy,” where Public-Private-People
Partnerships are encouraged.

Elections 2017

In accordance with- the Roadmap, a public referendum on the draft
Constitution held on 7 August 2016 will lead to the general elections in
2017.

The draft Constitution. was the product of an extensive and inclusive
process of hearings, public seminars and debates. The draft comprises 279
sections. The underlying principles of this constitution are to protect the

people’s public interest, create a fair and just society while eliminating social

disparity, and safeguard the rights and liberties of the people. Included in this
constitution are, for-example; .

- the provisions on community rights;

- the provisions on women’s rights;

- the provisions on educational reform;
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- the provisions on State’s duties which stipulate that the State is
obliged to protect rights and liberties of the people without having been .
requested;

- the provisions on the rights of citizen to file charges against
governmental agencies if they are mistreated by the government.

Following the referendum held on 7. August 2016, the Election Commission
of Thailand announced the official results of the referendum on draft
Constitution and the additional/supplementary question where both
being approved, with a total number of 29,740,677 (59.40 %) voter turnout,
16,820,402 voters (61.35 %) approved the draft Constitution and 15,132,050
(58.07 %) approved the additional proposal.

In the next phase, the CDC will amend the Transitory Provisions of the draft
Constitution in accordance with the result of the vote on
additional/supplementary question within 30 days and submit the amended
draft to the Constitutional Court. The Constitutional Court has 30 days to
consider the draft and an additional 15 days shall be granted if further
amendment is required. The draft will then be submitted to the Prime Minister
who shall present it to the His Majesty the King within 30 days. Following
the aforementioned process, the CDC will begin the drafting of relevant
Organic Acts and will proceed with related processes leading to the general
elections in 2017 according to the roadmap.

Bombings and arson attacks in the south during 11 -12 August 2016 (if raised).

Express regrets for the incidents and condemn the perpetrators of the crimes.

The government has instructed relevant agencies to assist, facilitate and
compensate those affected by the incidents.

The government has also instructed local authorities to tighten up measures to
prevent any further incident, especially in crowded areas, tourist attractions and
other important areas. It has requested members of the public to remain vigilant
and to report any suspicious activities or items to their nearest authorities.
Appreciate messages of condolences, moral support and condemnation of the
perpetrators from international organizations and foreign governments. Such
gestures and the confidence in resilience of Thailand's tourism industry expressed
by UNWTO and The World Travel and Tourism Council go a long way in
helping Thai people get through this testing time.

At this stage, the incident is not linked to terrorism but is seen as an act of
stirring up public disturbance. Security officials are expediting the investigation
process to bring the culprits to justice.

(plausible linkage with SBPs, if raised) As the authorities are investigating
motives behind the attacks, it is best to let them carry out their duties without
additional pressure. Premature speculation on such a sensitive matter can only
worsen the situation. ‘

Please rest assured that the government and security agencies are working closely
together to resolve the situation and bring about peace at soonest.
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Summary points
e Thailand is genuine in our desire to move on and to learn the lessons of the
past so that we do not end up repeating our mistakes.
e We urge our friends and partners in the international community to recognize
the progress Thailand has made and will continue to make. The outcome of

the Referendum reflects the will of the people to move ahead with the
Roadmap for a strengthened and sustainable democracy that truly meets the
needs and aspirations of the Thai people.

e We, therefore, continue to ask for time and space to let reconciliation and
reforms take their course. Ultimately, sustainable reforms which shall see
Thailand through as a stable, prosperous and an altogether stronger country
must come from within — by the Thai people and for the Thai people.
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. Promotion and Protection of Human Rights

Thailand is committed to the promotion and protection of human rights. Our
international human rights obligations continue to be upheld.

Despite political challenges, Thailand is determined to push forward the country’s human
rights development agenda in many areas including the adoption of the 379 National
Human Rights Plan. The plan serves as a framework for all government agencies to apply
the promotion and protection of human rights more holistically and efficiently in their works.
A number of human rights-related laws have also been passed or upgraded including
the Gender Equality Act, the Justice Fund Act, the Prevention and Suppression.of Human
Trafficking Act, and the amendment of the Criminal Code to criminalise child pornography,
among others. In May 2016, the Cabinet approved in principle, the draft Act on Prevention
and Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance.

Several initiatives have also been implemented or formulated. The Child Support Grant
scheme was launched to provide a monthly allowance (600 Baht) to poor parents of young

. children from 0-3 years of age to help with the early childhood development. Monthly

allowance from the Government for persons with disabilities was raised by 60% from last
year (from 500 Baht to 800 Baht). The National Saving Fund was also announced to
provide informal economy workers with a voluntary scheme of old-age pension.

In early June 2015, Thailand presented the combined reports on the implementation of
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) to the '
Committee. In March 2016, Thailand presented the First report on the implementation of
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) to the Committee.
Thailand believes that technical cooperation and capacity building is one of the best ways
to promote and protect human rights as it aims to enhance respective countries’ ability to
make positive changes by themselves. Under the Human Rights Council (HRC), Thailand
and the core group continue to table the annual resolution on enhancement of techmcal
cooperation and capacity-building in the field of human rights.

. Human rights-related issues

2.1 Freedom of Expression

o - We believe that freedom of expression is a basic foundation of democratlc somety

. Many countries around the world are facing the challenges in their promotion of
freedom of expression because such freedom has to be well-balanced with freedom of
religion, non-discrimination, and security. '

e For Thailand, authorities have to try to maintain a careful balance when enforcing
relevant laws. Space is needed to be allowed for all the useful exchange of views and
discussion. It is important to always distinguish the constructive and meaningful
debate from the expreséion of hatred with a political agenda that is aimed at more
violence and polarization of the society. '

2.2 Lése-majesté law

e First, it is important to understand that the Thai monarchy has been a pillar of stability
in Thailand. The Thai sense identity is closely linked to the monarchy. -
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The 1ése-majesté law gives protection to the rights or reputation of the King, the
Queen, and the Heir-apparent, of the Regent in a similar way libel law does for
commoners. . ‘

The law is not aimed at curbing people’s rights to freedom of expression.

As with other criminal offences, proceedings on the lése-majesté cases are conducted
with careful consideration and in accordance with due legal process. ,

Many cases that are ill-founded have finally been dismissed. The Supreme Court
recently dismissed a case where computer evidence suggested that the defendant is not
the person who allegedly spread the defaming content online.

Any persons who are charged with 1ése-majesté are entitled to the same rights as those
charged for other criminal offences. These include the right to file an appeal. They .
also have the right to seek royal pardon.

2.3 Military Court

Only a limited number of offences have made civilians subject to the Military Court.
They are those accused of committing serious offences, particularly those relating to
weapons and firearms that are exclusively used in warfare, failure to comply with the
NCPO order, royal defamation, and cybercrime.

As of today, the highest number of cases submitted to the Military Court involves the
possession or the use of heavy firearms, ammunition or explosive substance that are
used in warfare. Since May 2014, these cases have accounted as high as 93 per cent of
all cases submitted in the Military Court. )

The defendants before the Military Court are also subject to the same set of rights as
those who appear before the civilian courts. The Military Court must comply with the
Criminal Procedure Code, which guarantees the right to fair trial and the rights of the
defendants in accordance with international standards when putting civilians on trial.
All the judges in the Military Court must have practiced law within military judicial
system no less than 20 years. They are required to have the same set of knowledge and
expertise in criminal law as the judges in civilian court. They are also trained on
human rights provided by various partners including the National Human Rights
Commission.

The right to fair and public hearing by an independent tribunal is guaranteed. The
defendants are entitled to the right to legal counsel. The Court shall never launch any
proceedings if the defendants are not represented by an appropriate lawyer. The Court
is required to find the suitable legal representation for any defendants who cannot find
one for their own. The right to bail is also available and the request for bail is
considered on the same basis as in the civilian court. Many cases that are of the public
attention have been attended, not only by the defendants’ relatives, but also civil
society and human rights organizations.

There are only a very limited number of hearing sessions that cannot be made public
due to the safety of those who testify, or sensitivities surrounding the cases.
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2.4 Torture & Enforced Disappearance

e The Thai Government takes all of the allegatlons related to torture and enforced
disappearance seriously.

e Security agencies, especially those operating in the Southem border provinces, have
been trained and have reaffirmed their commitment to human rights principles
including the prohibition of torture.

e The Cabinet recently approved in principle the draft Act on Prevention and
Suppression of Torture and Enforced Disappearance. The draft law is now being
reviewed by the Council of State, before being forwarded to the legislative branch.

. The passing of this draft Act will enable the ratification of the International
Convention for the Protection of All Persons from Enforced Disappearance (ICPPED).

e The draft Act will set up the specific offence of torture and enforced disappearance,
based on the definitions stipulated in the Convention against Torture (CAT) and
ICPPED, with the criminal punishment dependent upon the grave nature of crime.

It will also create measures to facilitate an effective investigation as well as enhance
remedial measures which are not only limited to financial assistance, but also cover
both physical and psychological remedy: for the victims.

e The Department of Rights and Liberty under the Ministry of Justlce has been working
closely with the Association for the Prevention of Torture (APT) on capacity building.
Several technical trainings have been arranged to provide knowledge for govemfnent
officers on the prevention of torture in general as well as the preparatlon for becoming
party to the OPCAT.

2.5 Human Rights Defenders

e Human rights defenders and lawyers are protected under Thai law in the same way as
all persons in Thailand.

e The Government is aware that it is the authority’s duty to ensure that human rights
defenders and human rights lawyers can carry out their work in a safe and enabling
environment.

e There is also the Witness Protection Program available for human rights defenders and
their family members who witness criminal cases. According to the Witness Protection
Act, a special police protection can be provided for those who make a request when
they feel that their lives and safety are at risk.

e The Ministry of Justice is preparing a mechanism for the protection of human rights
defenders so they can conduct their activities in a free and safe environment. A
guideline for all parties, particularly law enforcement agencies, is currently being
developed. There is on-going discussion with regard to the establishment of the White
list of human rights defenders,. in particular on criteria and protection measures.
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