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The Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar

on the SDGs titled

“Responding to Climate Change-

Actions of legislators to achieve the SDGs”
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Geneva, 30 March 2017

Dear Madam Speaker,
Dear Mr. Speaker,

It is our great pleasure to invite your parliament to the Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar on the SDGs titled
“Responding to Climate Change - Actions of Legislators to achieve the SDGs”, which will be held from 11 to
13 May 2017 in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam. This event is being organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and the National Assembly of Viet Nam. The Seminar is part of a series of IPU regional events
worldwide on the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Seminar is intended for all parliaments in the Asia-Pacific region. It will examine the implementation of
the SDGs in the region with a focus on climate change chailenges and opportunities. Special emphasis will
be placed on climate-related international commitments, the latest scientific evidence and the requirement
for national parliaments to take urgent action in terms of legislation and enforcement. The Seminar will also
examine other key issues relating to implementation of the SDGs in the region, namely health, gender
equality and resource mobilization.

On this occasion, the National Assembly of Viet Nam will organize a field trip on day 2 of the Seminar, 12
May 2017, for all participants to visit economic modeling of climate change adaptation in Ben Tre province,
which is among the areas most adversely impacted by climate change. Participants will also be afforded the
opportunity to observe the rise in sea levels along the country's southern coast.

We trust that your parliament will be represented at this Seminar. Parliaments are encouraged to send
delegations of up to three members of parliament with additional parliamentary staff, where necessary. We
are pleased to attach herewith the program, a Concept Note and General Information and Registration
forms. The registration forms should be completed and returned to the National Assembly of Viet Nam with
copy to the IPU Secretariat by 20 April 2017 at the latest. Further information about the Regional Seminar
will be posted on the IPU web site (http://www.ipu.org/stret-e/futrmets.htm) as it becomes available.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

— _;.’1.7 >3 /]
T — _
Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan Martin Chungong
President Secretary General

National Assembly of Viet Nam Inter-Parliamentary Union
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CONCEPT NOTE

In September 2015, the United Nations General Assembly adopted a set of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs). Those goals will inform development agendas and policies over the next 15 years. The 17 Goals and
their 169 targets are available at https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300.

Realizing the SDGs will transform the world and pave the way for sustainable societies in which no one is left
behind. IPU Member Parliaments have committed to doing what is necessary to carry forward this vision of
transformation. Under the auspices of the IPU, parliaments have pledged to translate the SDGs into
enforceable domestic law, hold governments accountable and align budgets with national sustainable
development plans. In order to fulfil these commitments, Parliaments have affirmed the need to strengthen
their decision-making processes.

Within the Asia-Pacific context, one of the world’s most disaster-prone regions, climate change represents one
of the biggest threats to sustainable development. Its widespread and intense impacts particularly affect the
poorest and the most vulnerable, especially women. It is crucial to promptly address these interlinked
challenges in order to pave the way for sustainable development of the region.

Parliaments have a leading role to play in this respect. Through their legislative, oversight, budgetary and
representative functions, they can initiate and guarantee the implementation of national and regional
sustainable development plans. The mobilization of resources by parliaments domestically as well as with
development partners can undoubtedly advance the implementation and success of national and regional
SDGs strategies.

Objectives and expected outcomes of the Regional Seminar

The Seminar will aim to identify which practical steps parliaments can take to support the implementation of
the SDGs in their respective countries and in the region as a whole. Special emphasis will be placed on
sharing experience and increasing understanding about how parliaments in the Asia-Pacific region could
institutionalize the global goals, promote convergence and build coherence at the policy level.

Through the prism of the climate change challenges facing the region, the seminar will focus on the role of
different stakeholders in the responses to climate change and on the requirement for national parliaments to
take action in the form of legislation and to fulfill international commitments.

Gender equality, as well as health and resource mobilization will also be at the core of the discussions. The
discussions will also focus on how SDGs can help achieve gender equality, ensure good health for all and
guarantee adequate pecuniary and non-pecuniary resources for the implementation of SDG strategies.

The seminar will also be informed by a field visit to Ben Tre province. Participants will have the opportunity to
visit areas that are affected by climate change, including a mangrove forest, and will meet with officials of the
Provincial People Committee.

Venue and dates: Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam, 11-13 May 2017.

Draft Agenda: The agenda will be jointly developed by the IPU and the National Assembly of Viet Nam.


https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300

Participation: The Seminar is intended for the parliaments of the following Asia-Pacific countries:
Afghanistan, Australia, Bangladesh, Bhutan, Brunei, Cambodia, Canada, China, Democratic People's
Republic of Korea, Fiji, India, Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, Kiribati, Lao People's Democratic
Republic, Malaysia, Maldives, Marshall Island, Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Myanmar, Nauru,
Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Singapore,
Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu and Viet Nam.

The Parliaments of Denmark, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the Netherland will be invited to attend as
guests.

Language: The proceedings will be conducted in English.
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Wednesday, 10 May 2017

Thursday , 11 May 2017

08.00 - 08.30

08.30 - 09.00

09.00 - 10.30

10.30 - 10.45

Regional Seminar on Achieving the Sustainable
\’ Development Goals for the Parliaments

in the Asia Pacific Region

Responding to climate change

Actions of legislators to achieve the SDGs National Assembly

of the S.R. Viet Nam

Ho Chi Minh City (Viet Nam), 11-13 May 2017

PROGRAMME

Arrival of delegates

Registration
Venue: Ground floor, GEM Center

Opening session
Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

Introduction of participants

e Opening speech of H.E. Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of
the National Assembly of Viet Nam

o Keynote speech of H.E. Mr. Saber Chowdhury, IPU President

e Welcome speech of H.E. Mr. Nguyen Thien Nhan, Secretary of
Ho Chi Minh City Party Committee

Group photo

Session I: Sustainable Development Goals and the role of
parliaments in their achievement

1. Overview on the SDGs

Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and their targets will be
introduced along with a regional baseline to measure future progress.
Delegates will examine the practical steps that parliaments can take to
support SDG implementation both in their countries and the region.

Moderator: H.E. Mr. Saber Chowdhury, IPU President

e Dr. Kamal Malhotra, UN Resident Coordinator, UNDP Resident
Representative in Viet Nam

e Mr. Nguyen The Phuong, Deputy Minister of Planning and
Investment of Viet Nam

e Mr. Mahn Win Khaing Than, Speaker of the Pyidaungsu Hluttaw
of Myanmar

e Mr. Phuntsho Rapten, Member of the National Council, Bhutan

Presentations will be followed by a debate with delegates

Coffee break



10.45-12.15
12.15-14.00
14.00 - 15.30
15.30 - 15.45
15.45-17.15

Session I: (cont.) Sustainable Development Goals and the role of

parliaments in their achievement:

2. Promoting gender equality and health in the context of
responding to climate change

Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

This session will examine the opportunities that the SDGs present to
achieve a better gender balance in sustainable development decision-
making and the gender impact of sustainable development policies. It will
also introduce SDG 3 on health. We will discuss how countries can
advance their national agendas and the impacts of climate change on
SDG 3 and SDG 5.

Moderator: Mr. Martin Chungong, IPU Secretary General

Dr. Lokky Wai, WHO Country Representative in Viet Nam
Mr. Ali Safarnejad, UNAIDS Acting Director in Viet Nam
Ms. Shoko Ishikawa, UN Women Country Representative in Viet
Nam

e Ms. Nguyen Thuy Anh, Chairperson, Social Affairs Committee,
Viet Nam National Assembly

The above presentations will be followed by a debate with delegates

Lunch
Venue: Ballroom Bollux 4 (third floor, GEM Center)

Session Il: Responding to climate change

1. Challenges, opportunities and response actions of
countries in the the region

Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

This session will feature an overview and update on climate change
around the globe and its impact on sustainable development in the
region, short- and long-term challenges, as well as opportunities for
transformation into a more sustainable development model. It will also
focus on how countries in the Asia-Pacific region respond to the
challenges and take advantage of the opportunities and actions of
parliaments.

Moderator: Mr Mai Trong Nhuan, Vice Chairman of the Viet Nam Panel
on Climate Change and Director of VNU Key Laboratory of
Geoenvironment and Climate Change Response

e Ms. Jenty Kirsch Wood, UNDP Climate Change Adaptation and
Resilience Advisor in Viet Nam

e Mr. Tran Hong Ha, Minister of Natural Resources and
Environment of Viet Nam

e Mr. Pantaleon D. Alvarez, Speaker of the House of
Representatives of the Philippines

e Mr. Jesper Moller, UNICEF Deputy Representative in Viet Nam

e Dr. Vu Canh Toan, ISET Technical Consultant in Viet Nam

These presentations will be followed by a debate with delegates

Coffee break

Session Il : (cont.) Responding to Climate Change

2. International commitments and requirements for national

legislators
Venue: Ballroom Bollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)



17.15-18.00
19.00 - 19.30
19.30 -20.45

Friday, 12 May 2017

07.30
08.30 - 09.00
09.30-10.30
10.30
11.00-12.00
12.00 - 13.30
13.30

Saturday, 13 May 2017

09:00 - 11:00

The international community agreed that national commitments in
response to climate change at global level were reflected in the Paris
Climate Change Agreement and will be specified by Nationally
Determined Contributions of each country. What are the law-making and
policy-making requirements of each country to fulfill international
commitments?

Moderator: Prof. Tran Thuc, Vice Chairman of the Advisory Council for
National Committee on Climate change of VietNam

e Ms. Anna Schreyoegg, GIZ Climate Change Policy and
Mitigation Advisor in Vietham

e Mr. Phan Xuan Dung, Chairman of the Committee on Science,
Technology, Environment, Viet Nam National Assembly

e Mr. Lorna Eden, Assistant Minister for Local Government,
Housing and Environment, Fiji

These presentations will be followed by a debate with delegates

Launch of the IPU/UNDP SDG Self-Assessment Toolkit for
Parliaments

Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

APPF Presidency Handover ceremony between the Fiji Parliament
and the Viet Nam National Assembly

Venue: Reunification Palace, 135 Nam Ky Khoi Nghia Street, District 1,
Ho Chi Minh City

Dinner hosted by H.E. Ms. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of the
National Assemby of Viet Nam

Venue: Reunification Palace, 135 Nam Ky Khoi Nghia Street, District 1,
Ho Chi Minh City

Visit to Can Gio district, Ho Chi Minh City
Visit to the Dan Xay resettlement area, affected by rising sea levels
Attend tree planting ceremony
e Remarks by the Leader of Ho Chi Minh City
e Remarks by the President of the IPU
e Tree planting by countries
Leave for next location
Visit mangrove forest

Lunch hosted by Ho Chi Minh City authority

Travel back to Ho Chi Minh City

Session Ill: Mobilizing resources for SDG implementation in the
Asia-Pacific region

Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (Third Floor, GEM Center)

Aid funds and debt relief were key for the Millennium Development

3



11.00 — 11.15
11.15-11.45
11.45-12.30
12.30
Afternoon

Sunday, 14 May 2017

Goals. Today, it is widely recognized that other resources from both the
public and private sectors are needed to implement the SDGs. This
session will consider how parliaments, together with development
partners, can ensure adequate financial and non-financial resources for
the implementation of national and regional SDG strategies. Key
commitments of development cooperation and corresponding
institutional processes will be highlighted.

Moderator: Mr. Martin Chungong, IPU Secretary General
e Mr. Ousmane Dione, World Bank Country Director in Viet Nam
e Mr. Kim Han-jung, MP, National Assembly of the Republic of
Korea
e H.E. Mr. Pereric Hogberg, Ambassador of Sweden
These presentations will be followed by a debate with delegates

Coffee break

Closing session
Venue: Ballroom Pollux 2-3 (third floor, GEM Center)

e Remarks by Mr. Martin Chungong, IPU Secretary General
e Closing speech by H.E. Ms. Tong Thi Phong, Vice President of
the National Assembly of Viet Nam

Press conference
Venue: Ballroom Pollux 1 (third floor, GEM Center)

Farewell lunch hosted by H.E. Ms. Tong Thi Phong, Vice President
of the National Assembly of Viet Nam
Venue: Ballroom Pollux 4 (third floor, GEM Center)

Free

Departure of delegates


http://www.worldbank.org/en/about/people/o/ousmane-dione
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GENERAL INFORMATION

SEMINAR VENUE AND DATE

The seminar will be held from 11 to 13 May 2017 at GEM Center in Ho Chi Minh City. Badges and seminar
documents should be collected at the conference desk at GEM Center. Delegates will be able to access the
seminar areas after collecting their badges.

Address of GEM Center:
08 Nguyen Binh Khiem Street,
District 1, Ho Chi Minh city, Viet Nam

PARTICIPATION

The seminar is open to the parliaments of the following Asia Pacific countries: Afghanistan, Australia,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, Cambodia, Canada, China, Democratic People's Republic of Korea, Fiji, India,
Indonesia, Iran (Islamic Republic of), Japan, Lao People's Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Maldives,
Micronesia (Federated States of), Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, New Zealand, Pakistan, Palau, Papua New
Guinea, Philippines, Republic of Korea, Samoa, Singapore, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Tonga and
Viet Nam.

The Parliaments of Denmark, Sweden, the United Kingdom and the Netherlands will be invited to attend as
guests.

Delegations should be gender-balanced and reflect the political representation of their respective

parliaments. It is recommended that delegates should be those working directly on climate change, gender
equality and health issues in their respective parliaments.

ORGANIZATION OF PROCEEDINGS

In keeping with IPU practice, all participants will have equal speaking rights. To make the discussions as
fruitful and enriching as possible, the following rules will apply:
(a) After the resource persons have introduced an agenda item, the floor will be opened to
participants for questions and comments.

(b) Experience has shown that this kind of meeting does not lend itself to the reading out of
prepared statements. Subject to arrangements that the Chair may make to suit the
circumstances, oral contributions may not exceed three minutes. Participants may speak several
times on each item, particularly to respond to other statements.

DOCUMENTS

Participants will receive hard copies of the resource persons’ presentations as they become available.
Where possible, the IPU Secretariat will make available for participants any background documentation on
the topics discussed.

Participants wishing to distribute relevant documentation to their colleagues will be required to provide it in
sufficient quantities and place it on a designated table.



WORKING LANGUAGE

The working languages will be English and Viethamese.

Delegations wishing to use interpretation facilities should inform the organizers no later than 15 April 2017.
Additional interpretation booths are available and will be made available on a first-come-first-serve-basis.

REGISTRATION

Participants should complete and submit the enclosed registration forms as soon as possible, and no later
than 20 April 2017, to:

National Assembly of Viet Nam With copy to:

2 Doc Lap street, Ba Dinh district, Hanoi, Viet Nam Inter-Parliamentary Union
Chemin du Pommier 5,

Secretariat of the Seminar: C.P. 330, 1218 Le Grand-Saconnex

Mrs. Ha Pham Thi Ngoc Geneva, Switzerland

Secretary of the Vietnamese IPU Group

Tel: +84 8041554/(0)904320522 Tel: +41 22 919 4150

Fax: +84 8044354 Fax: +41 22 919 4160

E-mail: haphamvdn@yahoo.com E-mail: postbox@ipu.org

Or hapn@gh.gov.vn

Cc to: Ms. Nguyen Khanh Huong
Foreign Affairs Department
Office of National Assembly

Tel: +84 8041554

Fax: +84 8044354

E-mail: huongnk@gh.gov.vn

TRAVEL, ARRIVAL AND DEPARTURE

Transport to and from Tan Son Nhat International Airport

Transfers will be provided upon arrival and departure to and from the Tan Son Nhat International airport to
the two official hotels (Sofitel Plaza Saigon and Le Meridien Saigon). Transfers to and from all official events
will be available for the duration of the Seminar.

TRANSPORT

Transport will be provided by bus between the conference venue and all official hotels for the official
meetings and the social event during the seminar.

ACCOMMODATION

Participants should meet their own hotel expenses. The National Assembly of Viet Nam has made a block
booking at the two hotels below. Participants should complete and return the Hotel Registration Form as
soon as possible, and no later than 15 April 2017.

1. () Sofitel Saigon Plaza

Booking deadline: 15 April 2017

Special Hotel rates:

Type of Room Single Double
Superior: $160 Superior: $160

Prices include breakfast, VAT and city tax.

2



mailto:haphamvdn@yahoo.com

2. (*****) Le Meridien

Booking deadline: 15 April 2017
Special Hotel rates:

Type of Room Single Double
Superior: $145 Superior: $145

Prices include breakfast, VAT and city tax.

Please note that: as accommodation facilities are limited, reservations will be processed on a first-come-first-
serve basis.

Hotel Reservation Forms should be returned directly to the selected hotel as soon as possible, and
no later than 15 April 2017. The hotels cannot guarantee prices or room availability after that date.

VISAS

All applicants for entry visas to Viet Nam are requested to contact a Viethamese Embassy/Consulate
accredited to their country and close to their place of residence in order to obtain the appropriate visa. For
information on visas or customs regulations, delegation secretaries and participants should contact the
embassy of Viet Nam in their countries. E-visas are available for some countries. Please go to the following
website for further information: https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang-chu-ttdt

CURRENCY REGULATIONS

The official currency in Viet Nam is the Vietnamese dong (VND). The exchange rate is about 1 USD to
22,740 VDN. Major international currencies can be exchanged at banks, currency exchange bureaus and
major hotels. Most major credit cards are widely accepted.

WEATHER IN HO CHI MINH CITY

Please go to: http://www.accuweather.com/en/vn/ho-chi-minh-city/353981/weather-forecast/353981 for
information.



https://evisa.xuatnhapcanh.gov.vn/web/guest/trang-chu-ttdt
http://www.accuweather.com/en/vn/ho-chi-minh-city/353981/weather-forecast/353981
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COMMITTEE OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S.R. VIET NAM

No: 181-17/CH-UBDN14

The Foreign Affairs Committee, National Assembly of the Socialist Repubhc of
Viet Nam presents its compliments to the Embassy of Kingdom of Thailand in Viet
Nam and has the honour to inform the latter as follows:

The Asia-Pacific Regional Seminar on the SDGs titled “Responding to Climate
Change - Actions of Legislators to achieve the SDGs” is being organized jointly by
the National Assembly of Viet Nam and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU) from 11
to 13 May 2017 in Ho Chi Minh city, Viet Nam. The Seminar is part of a series of IPU
regional events worldwide on the implementation of Sustainable Development Goals
(SDGs) and will be co-chaired by H.EMmme. Nguyen Thi Kim Ngan, President of the
National Assembly of the S.R. Viet Nam and H.E. Mr. Saber Chowdhury, President of
the IPU. The Seminar is intended for all parliaments in the Asia-Pacific region, several
parliaments in Europe and international organizations to examine the implementation
of the SDG with a focus on climate change challenges and opportunities in the region.
The Seminar will also examine other key issues relating to implementation of the
SDGs in the region, namely health, gender equality and resource mobilization.

In this connection, the Embassy of Kingdom of Thailand in Viet Nam is Kindly
requested to forward the copy of the invitation letter addressed to your Honourable the
Speaker of the Parliament to participate in the above-mentioned Seminar. The official
invitation letter has been sent out by the IPU. On this occasion, the Foreign Affairs
Committee would like to extend an invitation to H.E. Ambassador of Kingdom of
Thailand in Viet Nam to participate in this Seminar. Further information on the
Seminar is enclosed herewith.

The Foreign Affairs Committee, National Assembly of the Socia f,st_[{&publlc of
Viet Nam avails itself of this opportunity to renew to the Embasgy«df
Thailand in Viet Nam the assurances of its highest consideration | g7z

Embassy of Kingdom of Thailand in Viet Nam

26 Phan Boi Chau Str.,
Hanoi phespnt o2
G’Wé]t(mf niddy
Qa
ALY

The National Assembly House - Doc Lap Ave., Ha Noi, Viet Nam
Tel: (84 80) 41981, 415561 * Fax: (84 80) 46997
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Geneva, 30 March 2017

Dear Madam Speaker,
Dear Mr. Speaker,

It is our great pleasure to invite your parliament to the Asia-Pacific Reglonal Seminar on the SDGs titled
“Responding to Climate Change - Actions of Legislators to achieve the SDGs", which will be held from 11 to
13 May 2017 In Ho Chi Minh City, Viet Nam. This event is being organized jointly by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union and the National Assembly of Viet Nam. The Seminar is part of a series of IPU regional events
worldwide on the iImplementation of Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).

The Seminar is intended for all parliaments in the Asia-Pacific regicn. it will examine the implementation of
the SDGs In the reglon with a focus on climate change challenges and opportunitles. Special emphasis will
be placed on climate-related international commitments, the latest scientific evidence and the requirement
for national parliaments to take urgent action in terms of leglslation and enforcement. The Seminar will also
examine other key issues relating to implementation of the SDGs in the region, namely health, gender
equality and resource mobilization,

On this occaslon, the National Assembly of Viet Nam willl organize a field trip on day 2 of the Seminar, 12
May 2017, for all parlicipants to visit economic modeling of climate change adaptation In Ben Tre province,
which Is among the areas most adversely impacted by climate change. Particlpants will also be afforded the
opportunity to observe the rise in sea leveis along the country's southern coast.

We trust that your parliament will be represented at this Seminar. Parliaments are encouraged to send
delegations of up to three members of parliament with addltional parliamentary staff, where necessary. We
are pleased to attach herewith the program, a Concept Note and General information and Registration
forms. The registration forms should be completed and returned to the National Assembly of Viet Nam with
copy to the IPU Secretariat by 20 April 2017 at the latest. Further information about the Regional Seminar
will be posted on the IPU web site (bitn://www.ipu.org/stret-e/futrimets. him) as it becomes available.

We look forward to hearing from you.

Yours sincerely,

J 4

s

Ngu;lren Thi Kim Ngan Martin Chungong
President Secretary General
National Assembly of Viet Nam Inter-Parliamentary Union
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OUTCOME DOCUMENT

We, Speakers and members of parliament from the Asia-Pacific region gathered in Ho Chi Minh City, Viet
Nam, from 11 to 13 May 2017 for a high-level Regional Seminar on “Responding to climate change-Actions of
legislators to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)”. The Seminar was jointly organized by the
National Assembly of Viet Nam and the Inter-Parliamentary Union (IPU).

The Seminar examined practical steps parliaments can take to implement the SDGs in our respective
countries and in the region as a whole. We placed special emphasis on: sharing experiences and discussing
how parliaments could bring the SDGs from global to local level; mainstreaming the SDGs within
parliamentary mechanisms; making laws in support of the SDGs; financing the SDGs; monitoring the SDGs’
implementation; and engaging with the public while taking into account the most vulnerable, so as to ensure
that no one is left behind.

The thematic focus of our Seminar was on climate change, one of the biggest threats to sustainable
development, especially in the Asia-Pacific context. Its intense and wide-spread negative impacts particularly
affect the poorest and the most vulnerable, especially women and children. We discussed how crucial it is to
address this challenge and how national parliaments could effect concrete actions, particularly in the form of
legislations, in order to respond to climate change, reduce natural disaster risks and fulfil international
commitments in this respect, especially those under the Paris Agreement.

Our debates focused on five main themes: (1) the role of parliaments in achieving the SDGs; (2) promoting
gender equality and health in the context of responding to climate change; (3) challenges, opportunities and
response actions of countries in the region; (4) international commitments and requirements for national
legislators; and (5) mobilizing resources for the SDGs’ implementation in the Asia-Pacific region.

We recognized the critical role of parliaments in the translation of the SDGs into enforceable domestic
legislations and policies. We welcomed the strong commitment by the IPU Member Parliaments to guarantee
that they can initiate and ensure the implementation of national and regional sustainable development plans
through their legislative, oversight, budgetary and representative functions. We also congratulated the IPU and
its Member Parliaments for their active engagement in sharing their experiences and lessons learned for the
implementation of the Agenda 2030.

We welcomed the launch of the IPU/UNDP SDG Self-Assessment Toolkit for Parliaments. The self-
assessment will enable parliaments in both developed and developing countries to improve their performance
in regard to key parliamentary functions and ensure that they could actively contribute to the implementation of
the SDGs.

We also took note of the study and database on “Global trends in climate change legislation and litigation” that
has been produced jointly by the IPU, the London School of Economics and Columbia Law School. This study
comes at a critical time as lawmakers and practitioners seek to implement and put into practice the
transformative Paris Agreement on climate change.

Our discussions turned to the following questions: What are the concrete actions parliaments can undertake to
support SDGs implementation in our countries and in the region?; How can parliaments promote gender



equality and health in the context of responding to climate change through the SDGs framework?; What can
we do as parliamentarians to ensure adequate financial and non-financial resources for the implementation of
national and regional strategies?; and, How can parliamentarians enhance international co-operation and
forge partnerships to translate international development commitments into actions in the spirit of “Turning
words into action” of Hanoi Declaration adopted at the 132nd General Assembly?

We proactively engaged on these issues and drew up the following strategies, actions and recommendations
to advance parliamentary engagement with the SDGs in the Asia-Pacific region:

1. We recognize that the SDGs represent a powerful and comprehensive policy framework that can drive
inclusive sustainable development in our societies. Parliamentary actions on the SDGs are urgently needed
and each parliament should advance the implementation of the SDGs through national harmonisation of
appropriate targets and indicators. Parliaments should engage in development, implementation and monitoring
of national development plans and ensure meaningful citizens’ participation in the implementation of the goals.

2. The national priorities need to be developed in consultation with citizens, women and men alike, so
that they reflect their real needs and expectations. Special emphasis should be placed on identifying and
including in the consultations, vulnerable groups and hard-to-reach populations so as to ensure that follow-up
actions leave no one behind.

3. Parliaments should make sure that the legislation integrates the sustainable development goals with a
holistic and synergistic approach, taking into account the specific national conditions and circumstances. Each
parliament should insist that national development plans that integrate the SDGs contain country-specific
goals, targets and indicators to help tracking the advancement of the SDGs on the ground. In this manner,
parliaments enhance its key role in ensuring that national development plans reflect the human development
needs and aspirations of the society as a whole, paying special attention to the most vulnerable. Wellbeing
and happiness indicators should also be considered and developed.

4. Each parliament should find effective ways to hold government to account concerning the
implementation of the SDGs and the national sustainable development plan. Making sure that the SDGs
implementation is on track is a crucial function that could allow parliaments to assess progress and identify
obstacles in a timely fashion. Parliaments should increase the use of oversight mechanisms, such as
parliamentary hearings, question times and plenary reports, to assess the impact of government policies and
programs through a collaborative approach. Parliaments can also encourage national governments to
voluntary submit national reviews of SDGs implementation at international level. It is crucial to raise the
awareness of the SDGs in parliaments, mainstream the SDGs within parliamentary mechanisms, and increase
inter-parliamentary engagement and participation.

5. All parliaments are urged to use the IPU/UNDP Self-Assessment Toolkit as a effective way to identify
how existing structures can be used to advance engagement on the SDGs and whether new ones structures
should be put in place to reflect the inter-sectoral nature of the goals. Parliaments should analyze their
capacities to deliver on the SDGs as soon as possible and work to improve the performance of their
parliamentary functions so as to be at the forefront of efforts to implement the SDGs. Parliaments should also
consider creation of parliamentary structures as appropriate that will spearhead mainstreaming of the SDGs in
their work. In this regards, National Parliaments should identify focal points to strengthen cooperation with UN
bodies for further enhancement of capacity of parliamentarians to promote the SDGs implementation.

6. Climate change threatens to wipe out the impressively hard-earned achievements in the socio-
economic progress of the Asia Pacific region and remains an economic, social and environmental challenge to
the achievement of the SDGs due to the region’s high level of vulnerability to that phenomenon. Without
concrete responses, climate change could put populations at risk, endanger households and government
revenues and increase poverty, thereby causing social fragility and further inequalities. All these factors need
to be taken into account in relevant legislation and programming.

7. In addition, there is ample evidence that climate change impacts men and women in clearly different
and disproportionate ways. For example, natural disasters kill more women than men. The reason for that is to
be found in the socio-economic conditions. Parliaments should actively promote gender equality and women'’s
empowerment as they are both an indispensable objective and an answer to achieving sustainable



development. The SDGs framework presents an opportunity to implement policy changes directed at tackling
discrimination against women and influencing the allocation of resources in a gender-sensitive manner,
including on such areas as climate change and health.

8. Commitments in Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) and climate change responses of each
country need to be integrated into sustainable development plans, and translated into actions of the
government at all levels, of the business sector and of all citizens of the country. Supports from developed
countries to the developing countries in forms of finance resources, technology transfer, transparency and
capacity building, are the triggers for climate change actions in developing countries.

9. Climate change represents a serious threat to human health and well-being. It can affect health not
only through direct natural menaces such as, floods and storms, but also through more complex implications
like communicable diseases, food insecurity and population displacement. Parliaments should take effective
actions to ensure that the negative impacts of climate change are addressed in the national health strategies
and guarantee that quality and affordable health services are provided for all people affected by climate
change and natural disasters.

10. Opportunities for sustainable development can be identified in the context of climate change
challenges, allowing countries to transform development models to attain the SDGs, but also requiring
immediate actions of respective countries and engagement of all stakeholders, in which parliaments play a key
role.

11. Parliaments should take stronger and more concerted actions to respond to climate change by
maximizing their roles as legislators and supervisors and also by enhancing international cooperation and
partnership to share information and experiences on regional and global scale.

12. Disaster risk and environmental degradation present important challenges to our region. Disaster risk
reduction and environmental protection therefore need to be part and parcel of the parliamentary engagement
on climate change. Parliaments need to make sure that legislation protects the environment and that
prevention measures are included in the budget to avert the impact of climate change and natural disasters.

13. Inthe last 15 years, impressive progress in halting and reversing the AIDS epidemic has been recorded
in the region thanks to the commitment of national and local governments, civil society and communities.
Important practices and mechanisms have been generated in the HIV sector to facilitate health service
delivery; nonetheless there is a need to reinforce laws and policies to ensure that HIV treatment and
prevention are accessible for all, regardless of their gender or socio-economic status. We strongly support
initiatives to boost fast-track response to the AIDS epidemic, in particular the 90-90-90 treatment target by
UNAIDS.

14. Generating funding and mobilizing additional resources for effective implementation of the sustainable
development agenda is the central challenge; the success of the SDGs achievement depends on a proper
response to that challenge. Traditional and innovative resources from private and public sectors and national
and international stakeholders could undoubtedly help to meet the global goals. Through their budgetary
functions, parliaments can play an important role in advancing SDGs implementations.

15. Budget allocations for the national sustainable development strategy will be critical to successful
implementation of SDGs. Parliaments should make sure that national commitments and sustainable
development priorities are duly reflected in the budget and that they are gender-sensitive. International
agreements could help establish new targets and monitoring frameworks at national and regional levels
focused on financing sustainable development.

16. Parliaments should monitor and facilitate the continuous process of identifying, implementing and
evaluating the contributions of each country in order to progress from the current level of contributions,
strengthening the global response to the threat of climate change, in the context of sustainable development
and poverty reduction.

17. Data quality and collection need to be improved in order to enable parliaments to fully play their part in
scrutiny of and accountability for the SDGs. Each parliament must closely examine the capacity of its national



data centers to generate disaggregated data and present it in a form that helps analysis and shapes policy,
while at the same time allowing for effective monitoring of performance and progress.

18. Parliaments should promote and advocate for strong sectoral, regional and international cooperation on
the SDGs especially on climate change, and in particular through the policy dialogues with the participation of
the government, research institutes and private sectors, and the development of joint projects between
countries serving for peace, stability and prosperity.

In order to inspire action on the SDGs, we will bring this Outcome Document to the attention of our
parliamentary colleagues through all possible channels. We also undertake to bring it to the attention of other
relevant stakeholders.

We request the IPU to bring our conclusions and recommendations to the attention of the global parliamentary
community at the 137th IPU Assembly in St. Petersburg. We urge the IPU to promote parliamentary
engagement with the SDGs and continue to work with the United Nations and other relevant partners towards
the successful implementation of Agenda 2030.
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