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Singapore: Thumbprint scanners to be rolled out at all
checkpoints

The new system, BioScreen, will be introduced to capture the thumbprints of visitors arriving and
departing at Singapore's checkpoints, after a successful trial in Tanah Merah last year.
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A man scanning his thumbprints on the BioScreen system. (Photo: ICA)

SINGAPORE: A new security system will be in place at all air, land and sea checkpoints from
Wednesday (Apr 20), announced the Immigration & Checkpoints Authority (ICA) on Monday.

The new system, BioScreen, will be introduced to capture the thumbprints of visitors arriving and
departing at Singapore's checkpoints, said ICA, adding that the system will help to "strengthen its
verification of the identities of travellers".

Full implementation will take place in the months ahead, it added.

Under the BioScreen system, travellers aged six and above using the manned counters at
immigration checkpoints will be required to scan both their thumbprints upon arrival and departure.

For the first phase, the system will be implemented at manned counters within passenger halls at
the Woodlands and Tuas land checkpoints. "BioScreen clearance for those travelling by motorcycles,
cars and lorries will be implemented at a later date," said ICA.

Singapore citizens or residents who use the automated clearance lanes for departure and arrival will
not be affected by BioScreen, said the agency, while those who use manned counters will be
required to provide their thumbprints via the system.

"With the implementation of BioScreen, travellers may experience slightly longer immigration
clearance times at the checkpoints," ICA said. "ICA will monitor the implementation of BioScreen
closely, and will fine-tune and adjust the implementation plans where necessary."

A trial of the BioScreen system was carried out at Tanah Merah Ferry Terminal last year.

-CNA/av



