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Nomination day for Sarawak's biggest state election

Nomination for the 11th Sarawak state election began on Monday (Apr 25) with contests
expected for all 82 state seats.
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The Sarawak State Legislative Assembly in Kuching, the capital city of Sarawak. (Photo:
AFP/MOHD RASFAN)

KUCHING, Malaysia: Nomination for the 11th Sarawak state election began on Monday (Apr
25) with contests expected for all 82 state seats.

Billed as the biggest state election in the history of Sarawak, candidates filed their

nomination forms at 82 nomination centres, according to Bernama news agency.

BN, opposition and independent candidates submitted their papers respectively during the

nomination process which began at 9am.

Chief Minister Tan Sri Adenan Satem , who is defending his Tanjung Datu seat for Barisan
Nasional submitted his papers at the nomination centre at Lundu community centre at 9.25
am. He will be contesting PKR's Jazolkipli Numan, who will go into the election as an

underdosg.
Earlier, Prime Minister Najib Razak and Adenan performed solat hajat at Masjid Darul Tagwa.

The election this year will witness voting for candidates for 11 new constituencies that were

created following a delineation exercise.
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The new seats to be contested are Batu Kitang, Stakan, Serembu, Bukit Semuja, Gedong,

Kabong, Tellian, Bukit Goram, Murum, Samalaju and Mulu.

The Election Commission (EC) had declared Apr 25 as Nomination Day and May 7 as the date
for polling after the state assembly was dissolved on Apr 11 by Sarawak Chief Minister
Adenan Satem.

According to the EC, there are 1.14 million registered voters who are eligible to vote,
comprising 1.1 million normal voters, 25,022 early voters and 106 postal voters (overseas).

Early voting is fixed for May 3, while the actual voting process takes place on May 7.

In the previous state election held in 2011, the ruling Barisan Nasional (BN) won 55 of the 71
seats contested while DAP clinched 12 seats but later lost one seat when Pujut state
assemblyman Fong Pau Teck was sacked from the party. The PKR took three seats while one

seat was won by an independent candidate.

- Bernama



