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Disabilities Bill proposes penalty for discriminating against disabled
Posted on 3/12/2016 by Dailyexcelsior

NEW DELHI: Discriminating against persons with disabilities can draw a jail term up to two

years and a fine of maximum Rs 5 lakh once a Bill in this regard is passed in Parliament.

The amended Rights of Persons with Disabilities Bill, 2014, proposes imprisonment of at least
six months to not more than two years, along with a fine ranging between Rs 10,000 and Rs 5

lakh for discriminating against differently-abled persons.

“The provisions of penalty up to Rs 5 lakh and imprisonment up to two years have been
included for the first time for effective implementation of the legislation once it is passed in
Parliament,” Union Social Justice and Empowerment Minister Thaawar Chand Gehlot said

today.

The Bill, which aims at securing and enhancing the rights and entitlements of disabled

persons, has been introduced in Parliament and is likely to come for discussion on Monday.

On November 30, the Union Cabinet approved the proposed amendments to the Bill, that
seeks to replace the Persons with Disabilities (Equal Opportunities, Protection of Rights and
Full Participation) Act, 1995.

Gehlot said the Bill proposes to increase reservation for those with benchmark disabilities in
Government jobs from current three per cent to four per cent, and in higher educational

institutes from the existing three per cent to five per cent. (AGENCIES)
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