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Salt businesses in Ayeyawady Region face difficulty
On 15 December 2016

PATHEIN: After Cyclone Nargis, the salt business in Ayeyawady Region has been
facing difficulties as there have been labour shortages, higher labour prices and

insufficient investment.

“This year, labour prices are set to about triple. In the past, a labourer got
Ks200,000. Now, it is hard to hire three workers for one acre of salt field. We are
now preparing the salt fields,” said Thein Zaw Oo, a salt-maker from Latputta

Township.

“As for the government, they sent experts from the Netherlands last year with the
aim to support us with technical advice. We have had no cash assistance from the
government. There was no government budget for our salt-makers. That’s why we
have a financial crisis. The raw salt price is Ks80 per viss. But, we have only Ks40 or
Ks50 per viss because we sold the raw salt in advance. It would be convenient if

the government gave loans and built a modern salt refinery factory.”

The numbers of salt-makers and fields had declined after Cyclone Nargis as salt

entrepreneurs showed losses.
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