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Myanmar collecting door-to-door voter lists for by-election to avoid errors
19 December 2016

Voter lists are being collected door to door so as to ensure correctness in the
upcoming by-election of April next year, said the Union Election Commission (UEC)
chair Hla Thein.

"The international community regarded the 2015 general election as success.
Really, it was a success. But we had weaknesses. There is no perfect election in
the world. Though the 2015 election was successful, we know well that there
were issues, especially in the issue of voter lists. Openly speaking, | felt frustrated
at the satirical cartoons featured by local journals and newspapers in which souls
told that they were getting ready to go to poll stations for votes," Hla Thein told a
meeting with members of Mandalay Region Election Sub-commission on
December 16. "This time, we will collect voter lists door to door in order to avoid
blunders we had in the previous elections, such as the absence of adult voters on

the lists and inclusion of dead persons on the lists," he added.

He said there would fewer mistakes if door-to-door visits are made to collect

voter lists with reference to household registrations.

Director General Tin Tun, secretary of the UEC, said voter lists are being collected

from 19 constituencies in 22 townships where the by-election will take place.
"This time, we want the voter lists to be correct. We don't want to be blamed. So
we are doing it door to door by adopting a policy. In November we conducted

ground surveys. This month, we are gathering data electronically," said Tin Tun.
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