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Early ballots must be filled out with ballpoint pen

On 4 Jan. 2017

“Those who are wishing to cast early ballots must use a ballpoint pen, but those casting
votes on election day need to use an official stamp,” said Tin Tun, secretary of the Union

Election Commission.

Tun Tun, the secretary of the UEC, was speaking to parliamentary candidates from political
parties and independent ones who are going to participate in the coming by-elections at the

office of UEC in Nay Pyi Taw on January 3.

“Early ballots must be filled in with a ballpoint pen. In any place, whether overseas, at
schools, hospitals or prisons, early ballot must be checked off with a ballpoint pen, while

poll stations will use seals,” Tin Tun said.

Confusion arose in the previous 2015 November 8 elections as those who casted early
ballots were allowed to use ballpoint pens and a seal. To avoid confusion this time,

amendments were made, Tin Tun said.

He added: “When sealing the votes, if it is obvious a candidate is chosen, it is a valid vote.”
“In the previous elections, three boxes on the ballots had to be marked. If it was done two
times, it was an invalid vote. Now it is different. If it is obvious that a candidate’s box has
been checked off, it is a valid vote, as long as the boxes of other candidates are not checked
off,” Tin Tun said.
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