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2017 by-elections to be improvement on 2015 general elections: UEC

01/24/2017

The Union Election Commission (UEC)’s chairman Hla Thein said today that the commission
will make every effort to ensure that the by-elections this year are better organised than the

2015 general elections.

Training for the sub-commission offices of the UEC started on January 23 in Nay Pyi Taw and
the chairman delivered an opening speech, where he said the by-elections will free, fair, and

in accordance with electoral standards.

More than two million voters in Myanmar are expected to cast their votes for 95
parliamentary candidates competing in 19 vacant constituencies during the by-elections to
be held on April 1.

“Voters are usually less interested in by-elections compared with the general elections. But
every election is important for Myanmar and we will make sure the by-elections are

transparent, and in accordance with electoral standards,” the UEC chairman said.

International IDEA, an election monitoring organization, provided the training courses for

selected representatives from the sub-commission offices across the country.

More trainings are planned from the second week of February for election commission
members from wards and villages in the constituencies where the by-elections are to be
held. Director General Tin Tun from the UEC said that the training will be helpful for officials

and voters.

The Lower House has nine vacant constituencies and the Upper House has three vacant
constituencies, while state parliaments have seven vacant constituencies. The voter lists for
the by-elections will be on public display from February 1 to 14. The 2017 by-election has
about 2.2 million eligible voters and more than 300 overseas voters who can cast their votes

in advance.

http://www.elevenmyanmar.com/politics/7551



