aninnreilTEnd

usdariisaulan

Ussine a15150usgAeAlUS IR | NNy

41Uz UN | b #a1AY beoo

v Y 1 a s ! v a I o v d
MUY danlusiauaeangraneysuiineg umveaguunsan oz U 10U be U

AeAlds - Tudunsfl o ganau beso Awlufiaussisngunglnidedgant Usuifineny
Fushvesguyviann o= U 10U we U mniunguaneatiuiliuan fasfoudlunsysssygfong
(ruAumMslavauazn s ve) Sragriliidudwesansuriiouuuuegu wu gyl du
NANgvaNg

Tudagtu dnguaneviunisdidl 9miieg R1enselauevIunaning e1gu winiinis
wilungunne gdudvesynslnihezgnusuia booo Wk

SNNYVINEAING1IAUDABIFANLALUIBWNU AL BB STUUASIINITNTENTNANTITUEY
ieLingnisiiansantuinszusn wazaziinseduseiuluiussyuanisely

luenasusenaun1siiansansanses1vlyedd nsenswassaaulaseydn nsiaue

I Ag7) q
'

duogdushuesiiiguyvdldedisgnngmneiiu fusunsuciieasuassdnlontafionvuasguyn’
foufionnasy be U livualulilufign ddluvsumadsalfifudiuguyvifousieiony oc-be 1
uazeglndevesFuguyvisuazesatlunni 51910 e U Ul beee TWauds oo U Tul beeo
wevqed 3¢ aundndgananiiu 30158 WWugfeeguuvd naninisaueudlungransiendu
“fradify” 1Wwinaad1 “auisuguyviidenty oc U7 91na1uiduvesesdniseunselansyyin

winauldisuguunrineusiy be U Alluwilduiniezldiiusugues




)

fidomgmnamaunmdatuayunmaauaudlongmined uifiauouuzdiedn asadld
wmsmIResuN gl ULUUBUT e ag1en1ssusadtuYsErsy Wy SuddlalliingsTn
thelawanyrivusaUszdme uasifiun@yns wu lulsemaeeanside Jayvs o w0 T91A10
mo ADAANTRRANIIAY (el AEaANTAIALUS) AT, 1A Laila Suus1du UsesuuTmsanidunisunmg
Sata CommHealth siuiulassnsguamauwuldnaniatuiy desinistdulifidunanindy
wnndide ns. Vi fn nau uwnduszsidud Dr. Tan & Partners@Novena nan2i1e190u09
Tidnsguymslaihuissiifongu udlifasusauddy q Aasilidguyvslasuiuailedy
fidrfauaraolaemvuliguynitosas indanandn “aunrudivressuaglflidifauyniiaedu
Fululadle Asivinlel fe vinliiymaiidunedequaniosasninymifinsdmineeglutiagiu”

fiuveedna : http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parliament-bill-tabled-to-raise-minimum-smoking-
age-from-18-to-21

NN : Lo AAAY b&oo

Funoumsanuiunis / vdn3vanas :

o.  fndentmiithaulauagiuaivnnunaswniuidedeld

©. ﬁum‘ﬁauaﬁumuuaaﬁauaﬁ"ﬂﬂLﬁ'mﬁ’uL%"aqﬁ“aayLL‘LJamﬂLma'q%a:uaﬂwﬂwwf‘;ammé’aﬂqwImamsﬁummﬂ
sruvdududinnseding uasdiansfumaneiuledfiasinede go.th, .org, .edu Wudu

. wlarnanmudnquiunmunine lagldiedesdlerieuta Wy mauynsiauuis uazuuuosulat asedw
YosdinmMuiassma muaniasuaAaiuiuinimediuslunguanuieatuewzgafiindenisuda

HuUneuy WNAIATA VAU Unmeduiustiungnsiivey

NHUSUY 110N §1uit /o0 | o/oe

Hnu WIEETUN Juning UaRuTuINguUNMSINgY

{n329 WINTAA INYSLaseY FRUAVIBNTANWUNUIIEYT NW15IVNTUNY
Hennensdtinawinsseina

D: Asan/auularniseulan 2 a.a. 60/aen finw/20 n.A. 60/15.10 w.




Parliament: Bill tabled to raise minimum smoking age from 18 to 21

PUBLISHED OCT 2, 2017, 10:35 PM SGT

The average age at which people began to light up has also gone down, from 17 in 2001 to 16 in 2013.PHOTO: ST FILE

SINGAPORE - Singapore took its first legal step towards raising the minimum smoking age from
18 to 21, with a new bill presented in Parliament on Monday (Oct 2).

If passed, the bill to amend the Tobacco (Control of Advertisements and Sale) Act will also

make it illegal for people to own imitation tobacco products such as e-cigarettes.

Currently, it is against the law to import, distribute, sell or offer to sell such products. With

the changes, those who own e-cigarettes can also be fined up to $2,000.

The bill was tabled by Health Minister Gan Kim Yong for the first reading. It will be debated
at a future sitting.

In a statement attached to the bill, the health ministry said that raising the minimum legal
age is intended "to reduce, with a view to ultimately eliminating, the opportunities for the

young to be tempted and take up smoking before attaining 21 years of age".

In Singapore, the years between age 18 and 21 are when nearly half of smokers start to light
up on a regular basis. The average age at which people began to light up has also gone
down, from 17 in 2001 to 16 in 2013.

Nee Soon GRC MP Louis Ng, who is a former smoker, called the proposed amendment a

"crucial step forward".

"l started smoking when | was about 18 years old," he said. "Research by the World Health
Organisation shows that people who don't pick up smoking before age 21 are unlikely to
ever start."



Medical experts welcomed the proposed changes, but said they should be complemented

by other anti-smoking measures.

These include more prominent public campaigns such as deterrent ads on buses, and higher
taxes such as in Australia, where a packet of cigarettes can cost over AUD$30 (S$32), said Dr
K. Thomas Abraham, chief executive of Sata CommHealth which conducts community health

programmes. Stronger enforcement action is also required, he added.

Dr Tan Kok Kuan, a resident doctor at Dr Tan & Partners @ Novena, said though that there is
a case to be made for permitting certain types of e-cigarettes that contain tobacco but no

flavourings.

These provide smokers with the nicotine fix, but are less likely to entice young smokers, he

said.

"I'm of the opinion that being 100 per cent smoke free is not possible," he said. "It makes
sense to allow products which are not healthy, but are less harmful than the ones we

currently have."

http://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/parliament-bill-tabled-to-raise-minimum-smoking-age-
from-18-to-21





