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UK’s upper house approves law
to stop ‘no-deal’ Brexit

BRITAIN’S UPPER HOUSE ON FRIDAY GAVE FINAL APPROVAL TO A LAW THAT WOULD FORCE
BORIS JOHNSON TO DELAY BREXIT, IN A FRESH SETBACK FOR THE BRITISH PRIME MINISTER
WHO IS STRUGGLING IN HIS BID TO CALL AN EARLY ELECTION.

THE DRAFT, WHICH NOW REQUIRES FORMAL ASSENT BY QUEEN ELIZABETH Il TO BECOME
LAW, WOULD SEEK TO POSTPONE BREXIT BEYOND THE CURRENT DEADLINE OF OCTOBER 31
IF JOHNSON DOES NOT MANAGE TO STRIKE A DIVORCE AGREEMENT WITH THE EU NEXT
MONTH.

JOHNSON, WHO HAS SAID HE WOULD RATHER BE “DEAD IN A DITCH” THAN ASK FOR A
DELAY, WANTS AN EARLY GENERAL ELECTION THAT COULD GIVE HIM THE MANDATE TO TAKE
BRITAIN OUT OF THE EUROPEAN UNION WITH OR WITHOUT A DIVORCE DEAL.

HE SPENT FRIDAY MORNING CAMPAIGNING IN SCOTLAND AMONG FISHERMEN, WHO STRONGLY
BACKED THE BREXIT REFERENDUM IN 2016.

JOHNSON RECEIVED A BOOST WHEN THE HIGH COURT IN LONDON REJECTED A LEGAL
CHALLENGE AGAINST HIS DECISION TO SUSPEND PARLIAMENT FROM NEXT WEEK.

BUT IT GRANTED PERMISSION FOR THE CASE TO GO TO THE SUPREME COURT FOR AN APPEAL
SCHEDULED FOR SEPTEMBER 17.

“MY LEGAL TEAM AND | WILL NOT GIVE UP THE FIGHT FOR DEMOCRACY,” PRO-EU
CAMPAIGNER GINA MILLER TOLD REPORTERS.

JOHNSON HAS BRANDED THE BILL A “SURRENDER” THAT WOULD ALLOW THE OTHER 27 EU
LEADERS TO DICTATE THE TERMS ON WHICH BRITAIN LEAVES ITS CLOSEST NEIGHBOURS
AFTER 46 YEARS.

HE SACKED 21 CONSERVATIVE REBELS WHO VOTED FOR THE LEGISLATION IN THE HOUSE OF
COMMONS ON TUESDAY.

THE DECISION LEFT HIM WITHOUT A WORKING MAJORITY IN PARLIAMENT.

JOHNSON’S OPPONENTS ARE NOW WIDELY EXPECTED TO BLOCK FOR THE SECOND TIME
MONDAY HIS ATTEMPT TO SCHEDULE SNAP POLLS FOR OCTOBER 15.



“NEVER IN HISTORY HAS THERE BEEN AN OPPOSITION PARTY THAT HAS BEEN GIVEN A
CHANCE TO HAVE AN ELECTION AND HAS TURNED IT DOWN,” JOHNSON SAID IN SCOTLAND.

“I THINK THAT THEY ARE MAKING AN EXTRAORDINARY POLITICAL MISTAKE.”

— DEAL ‘NOT POSSIBLE’ -

JOHNSON HAS BEEN ADAMANT THAT HE WILL NOT SEEK A THIRD BREXIT DELAY THIS YEAR.

THE MAIN OPPOSITION LABOUR PARTY IS PLANNING A STRATEGY WITH SMALLER GROUPS
THAT COULD LEAVE JOHNSON WITH NO OTHER ALTERNATIVE BUT TO RESIGN.

THEY ARE REPORTEDLY TRYING TO MAKE SURE THAT AN ELECTION IS HELD ONLY AFTER
JOHNSON IS FORCED TO GO BACK ON HIS WORD AND SEEK A DIVORCE DELAY.

THIS WOULD HAPPEN IF NO NEW AGREEMENT IS REACHED WHEN JOHNSON ATTENDS AN
OCTOBER 17-18 EU LEADERS” SUMMIT IN BRUSSELS.

NONE IS EXPECTED AND EU OFFICIALS SAY THEY HAVE HEARD NO NEW PROPOSALS FROM
JOHNSON’S TEAM.

FINNISH PRIME MINISTER ANTTI RINNE — WHOSE NORDIC COUNTRY HOLDS THE ROTATING EU
PRESIDENCY — SAID A CHAOTIC “NO-DEAL BREXIT” SEEMED UNAVOIDABLE.

“I HOPE THAT WE CAN REACH A SITUATION WHERE THIS CAN BE SOLVED SO THAT THERE IS
NO MESS, BUT IT SEEMS NOT POSSIBLE NOW,” RINNE SAID IN HELSINKI.

“WE DON’T KNOW WHAT’S HAPPENING THERE. IT SEEMS VERY OBVIOUS THAT WE ARE NOT
GETTING BREXIT WITH AN AGREEMENT.”

JOHNSON DISAGREED.

“I DON’T THINK WE’LL GET A NO-DEAL BREXIT,” HE SAID IN SCOTLAND.

“I AM VERY CONFIDENT I WILL GET AN AGREEMENT AT THE SUMMIT ON OCTOBER 17.”



