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Abortions have not increased in Queensland since terminations were decriminalised
10 MARCH 2021 11.00 PM

The number of abortions in Queensland has not increased since pregnancy terminations

were decriminalised two years ago.

In 2018, Queensland became the second-last state in Australia to remove the procedure

from the criminal code after laws were introduced by the state Labor government.

NSW became the final state in the country to do so a year later, in 2019.

Changes to the Queensland law allowed abortion on request up to 22 weeks’ gestation, and
introduced safe access zones of 150 metres around clinics to protect women from
harassment.

Abortion after 22 weeks is also not a crime, but women must gain consent from two doctors.
There is no requirement for mandatory counselling for women considering an abortion in

Queensland.

The year after abortion was removed from the crime act there were 9496 terminations in

both public and private facilities, an average of about 182 each week.

Answering a question from Independent MP Sandy Bolton, Health Minister Yvette D’Ath said
the number of procedures had been “stable” since 2017, after decreasing each year since
2013.

“In 2013 we saw over 12,000 terminations,” she said.

“There were over 11,000 in 2014, 10,800 in 2015, over 10,400 in 2016 and ... 9445 in 2017
and 9308 in 2018.”

“What that shows is the passing of this legislation, has not led to an increase in the number
of terminations. What it has done is lead to a focus and a willingness for women to come

and get proper, safe health.”

A Queensland Health spokeswoman said the department did not know the number of

terminations performed in 2020.

Data released in a Question on Notice last year revealed there had been 35 terminations
after 22 weeks’ gestation in the first six months of 2019.
During the same period, there were 19 live births, when a fetus survives a termination, 17 of

which occurred before 23 weeks’ gestation.


https://www.brisbanetimes.com.au/link/follow-20170101-p50jt5
https://www.parliament.qld.gov.au/documents/TableOffice/questionsAnswers/2020/685-2020.pdf#search=(termination%20AND%20pregnancy)
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Ms D’Ath said women “get terminations for a whole lot of complex reasons”.

“No one should try to put themselves in the shoes of a woman who has to make that very
difficult decision,” she said.

“That is a personal decision that that woman has to make , sometimes that young girl has to
make, and we should respect that right and make sure we continue to provide whatever
support we possibly can.”
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