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ABSTRACT

This research had 4 purposes which were 1) to compare the establish-
ment of local political groups in municipalities, 2) to study relationships between
local political groups with political parties or national political groups, 3) to study
rivalries of local political groups in municipalities, and 4) to study roles of local
political groups regarding urging local people to involve in political activities.
Research methodology of this research was integrating research which consisted
of qualitative research and quantitative research. The main data of qualitative
research drew from the interviews of 17 local politicians. Areas of this research
included 1 city municipality which was Ubonratchathani city municipality, and 3
town municipalities which were Sisaket town municipality, Amnatcharoen town
municipality, and Yasothon town municipality. In quantitative research method,
397 samples were from Ubonratchathani city municipality, 394 samples were
from Sisaket town municipality, 390 samples were from Amnatcharoen town
municipality, and 390 samples were from Yasothon town municipality.

It was found from the qualitative research that

1)  The establishments of local political groups at the level of town
municipality and city municipality in southern area of northeastern region had the
same crucial characteristics which were inherited power within political families
and the groups of people ,mostly from a business sector, had Chinese ancestors.

2) There were two levels of relationships between local political
groups and national counterparts. First level was high, which was Ubonratcha-
thani city municipality, and second level was low such as Sisaket town
municipality, Amnatcharoen town municipality, Yasothon town municipality.

3) Rivalries between local political groups at municipality level can
be divided into 2 types. First, intense rivalries as was the case of Ubonratchathani
municipality. Second, mild rivalries were found in Sisaket town municipality,

Amnatcharoen town municipality;-and Yasethan town mumieipality,
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4) Roles of local political groups for urging people to involve in
political activities were still low. Executives of municipality administrations
provided their citizens some opportunities for political involvement. For example,
public discussion about municipality development plan, monthly public hearings;
however, the people involved were only heads and core leaders of communities.
Majority of people were still attached to subject political culture.

The quantitative research found that most people involved in political
activities at low level. They actively participated only at the period of mayor
election or member of the municipal council election. Apart from that, such as
participation in municipality management, effective and efficient control of

administration, their participation level was low.
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