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It was my great pleasure to receive an invitation letter from
the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) about the conference of International
Association of Parliamentarians for Peace - India (IAPP — India) on Tuesday,
April 7, 2017 to be held in New Delhi, India. The theme of this prestigious
function to be followed by the conference, would be “Addressing the Critical
Challenges of our Time. The Role of Governments, Civil Society and Faith —

Based Organizations,” at Main Committee Room, Parliament House Annexe,

New Delhi, India.
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At the conference with delegates from 18 countries, we talked
a lot about the critical challenges on our planet earth, such as poverty and
inequality, terrorism, religious conflicts, refugee conflicts, climate change and
environmental degradation. The problems as mentioned above are the world
critical challenges that cannot be solved by only one country at all.
We need cooperation and collaboration from variety of countries for solving
such problems together.
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After that the roles of governments, civil society and faith — based
organizations were critically analyzed in order to address the critical challenges
of our beloved planet earth, especially the role of parliamentarians for peace.
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I would like to introduce shortly about the IAPP as follows: The
International Association of Parliamentarians for Peace (IAPP) is an initiative
of the Universal Peace Federation (UPF) bringing together parliamentarians
from around the world, forming an international network of people who
are committed to solving the critical challenges of our time based on
coexistence, mutual prosperity and actualizing the world of sustainable peace.
Here are the following objectives of IAPP :

1. To overcome poverty and famine.

To overcome the threat of nuclear proliferation.
To address the issue of terrorism.

To solve territorial disputes.

To resolve religious conflicts.

To address the refugee crisis.

To resolve racial conflicts.
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And to overcome climate change and environmental degradation.
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The idea of launching the International Association of Parliamentarians
for Peace was first proposed at UPF’s International Leadership Conference
convened in Korea in February, 2016. In that program more than 800
participants attended including over 150 current parliamentarians from 40
nations, with a special conference session held at the Korean National
Assembly. At that time the launching of the IAPP was officially proposed
and signed by the delegates.
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In Kathmandu, Nepal, Asia — Pacific IAPP was launched in August,
2016. Among the 700 guests were a total of 311 current members of
parliament, cabinet ministers and former heads of governments and former
parliamentarians from 29 nations in ASIA — Pacific region.
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Since then IAPP has been launched in other parts of the world :
Africa, South America, Europe, and the USA. In USA it was organized in
Washington D.C. last November 2016, at the U.S. Senate Kennedy Caucus
Room and at the House of Representatives. And the Global Assembly of
the IAPP was held in Seoul, Korea recently in February, 2017 with more
than 480 members of parliament from around 120 nations.
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Asia will be playing a key role in the 21st century with its
population. Its economic growth and demographic advantages will be driving

the rest of the world. Peace and sustainable development in Asia and Asia’s



contribution to peace and well — being in the world would be of critical
importance for the future of the world. The IAPP is deeply committed to
bringing individual parliamentarians and leaders of the world together as they
have to discharge major responsibilities in this regard.
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The Universal Peace Federation (UPF) was founded by a very
highly moral and ethical Koreans, they are Dr. Sun Myung Moon and
Dr. Hak Ja Han Moon. The UPF, an international and interreligious network
of individuals and organizations, including representatives from religion,
government, civil society and the private sector, is dedicated to achieving
world peace. An NGO in special consultative status with the Economic and
Social Council of the United Nations, UPF supports the work of the United
Nations, particularly in the areas of interfaith peace building, peace education,
and the strengthening of marriage and family.
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The UPF sees that the highest qualities of the human being
are spiritual and moral in nature. Human beings long for truth, beauty and
goodness. Life’s deepest meaning and purpose can be found through
their pursuit. Each person has an eternal spirit that transcends physical life.
Spiritual principles are to be practiced in this life so that we are prepared
for the eternal world.
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The family is the school of love and peace. In the family, the
most basic personal and public virtues are learned. Understanding the family
as the school of love and peace helps us to recognize that family is the
most essential institution. The foundation for a healthy family is a faithful,
committed marriage.
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Living for the sake of others is the way to reconcile the divided
human family. By practicing living for the sake of others, we become other
— centered rather than self — centered. The essence of good character is true
love expressed through unselfish actions.
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Peace comes through cooperation beyond boundaries of ethnicity,
religion and nationality. Lasting peace cannot be achieved through political
compromise alone, but requires addressing the root causes of conflict.
Transcending racial, religious and ethnic barriers is an imperative of our time.
Faith can give people the power to forgive, and the love to overcome even
generation of hatred, resentment and violence.
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I would like to introduce a capable man, that is, Jose De
Venecia, a former speaker, Philippine House of Representatives and Chairman

Emeritus, UPF and also Co — Chairman, IAPP who proposed varieties of ways

and means for world poverty eradication as follows :
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1. Promoting broad — based economic growth means that the
benefits of economic growth of the global community are broadly shared
and our governments, parliaments, political parties and the private sector
deliver concrete results for our peoples.

2. Global anti — poverty and micro finance fund should be
implemented to help fight poverty and inequality and help lift the poorest
peoples in our region and in the world.

3. Conditional cash transfer programs should be launched the
same like the programs in Brazil and Mexico providing regular monthly small
subsidy to tens of millions of families if they kept there children in school.
He pointed out that the Philippines and some of the other Latin American
countries led by Chile and not more than 30 countries had already achieved
some success in lifting people out of poverty and reducing inequality through
the program.
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The conditional cash transfer programs help protect poor families
from the impact of economic meltdowns, natural disasters, and other crises
and ensure that children grow — up healthy and stay in school, empower
women and girls and also create jobs.
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Venecia also recommended ways of job creation, narcotics summit,
peace promotion and reconciliation, Korean unification, interfaith dialogue and
SO on in his paper.
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Last but not least, | would like to make some concluding remarks
that IAPP and UPF want to support peace and happiness at all levels
of human beings from individual person through family, community, nation,

and the whole world. Accordingly, loving - kindness and compassion of the
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governments, parliamentarians, civil society, faith —based organizations and the
private sector play the most important role for this regard. | may request
all of us to believe that we are the one and we are the world, finally.
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€ Ibid, pp. 15 - 16.
* Loc, cit.

“ Peter G. Snow, Political Force in Argentina, (New York: Preager Publishers, 1979) pp. 60 - 61.
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