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Intervention
“The Role and Organization of Parliaments in a Time of Pandemic”
by Mrs. Pornpith PHETCHAREON
Secretary General of the House of Representatives of Thailand
May 27, 2021 (15.00 p.m. - 18.00 p.m., Bangkok Local Time)

Virtual Meeting

Mr. President,
Dear Colleagues,

On behalf of the Thai delegation to ASGP, | am very pleased and honored
to share our experiences regarding the actions and measures of the Secretariat of the

House of Representatives of Thailand during the COVID-19 pandemic.

All parliamentary committees’ meetings in both chambers, the House of
Representatives and the Senate, were allowed to be held on the basis of necessity
and encouraged to limit the number of participants down to a minimum, except for
the ad-hoc committees those are tasked to work within a fixed time frame.
Moreover, physical meetings partially switched to virtual meetings using remote
platforms.  Therefore, the Secretariat announced the House’s Regulation on

Electronic Meetings of the Committees to provide legal basis for online meetings.



This regulation on parliamentary committees will keep legislative role functioning,
such as committee’s inquiries and hearings, but not apply to the process of drafting
legislation and amending the Constitution. The plenary session, however, required the

MPs to attend the session in person for the quorum as stipulated by the Constitution.
Dear Colleagues,

Thailand is now encountering a third wave of COVID-19 pandemic that has
been recently raging at the end of March 2021. However, the tasks of the Members
of Parliament must go on, they decided to continue all legislative works to ensure
their responsibility to the people. Over 70 percent of parliamentary staff in the
House was initially allowed to work from home depending on the nature of their
jobs. The percentage then has been raised up to 100 percent in response to the

severe outbreak.

Today we have the sitting of the House of Representatives for considering
two Emergency Decrees subsidizing the business to overcome the pandemic.
We are also preparing the House sitting for the first stage of the annual budgetary
process, which is scheduled to start this Monday. The Government and the
Opposition, as well as the Senate, agreed to continue the parliamentary sitting
despite the rise of the infected cases. The Government supported the National
Assembly to speed up the vaccination for more than 2,000 people concerned with
the parliamentary sitting, including MPs, parliamentary staff, accompanying persons,

building caretakers, shopkeepers, and the press.



-3

In addition, we had a meeting with the Department of Disease Control, the
Bangkok Metropolitan Administration, and the Secretariat of the Senate last week.
This is to ensure that all measures will be taken consistently with the suggestion
made by the experts for reducing the risk of COVID-19 with maximum effectiveness.
An example of preventive measures is as follows:

- screening all participants by filling out questionnaires in advance,

- requiring participants to practice social distancing and wear face masks,

- limiting numbers of the supporting staff to one person per one MP,

- new seating arrangement for the chamber and the meeting rooms,

- serving meal and coffee break as the box set individually.

In my conclusion, the Secretariat of the House of Representatives of
Thailand has an attempt to adapt and adjust its organization in order to efficiently
support the mission of parliamentarians during the COVID-19 outbreak. All measures

and actions need cooperation from the stakeholders to overcome this pandemic crisis.

Thank you for your kind attention.
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ASSOCIATION OF SECRETARIES GENERAL OF PARLIAMENTS

MEMBERS PRESENT as at 27 May 2021

Important:

If your name is not recorded below, please contact asgp@parliament.uk to have your name
added.

Si votre nom n'est pas enregistré ci-dessous, veuillez contacter asgp@parliament.uk pour que
votre nom soit ajouté.

NAME / NOM

COUNTRY / PAYS

M. Mohammed Drissi DADA

Algeria / Algérie

Mr Arnak AVETISYAN Armenia / Arménie

Mr Harald DOSSI Austria / Autriche

Mr Alexis WINTONIAK Austria / Autriche

Mr Rashed ABUNAJMA Bahrain / Bahrein

Dr Zafar Ahmed KHAN Bangladesh

Mrs Barbara DITHAPO Botswana

Mme Jeanne Chantal HARERIMANA Burundi

M. SRUN Dara Cambodia / Cambodge
M. OUM Sarith Cambodia / Cambodge

M. Gaston KOMBA

Cameroon / Cameroun

Mr Charles ROBERT

Canada

Mr Raul Guzman URIBE

Chile / Chili

Mr Jan MORAVEK Czech Republic / République Tchéque
Mr Peep JAHILO Estonia / Estonie
Dr Mesrak MEKONNEN Ethiopia / Ethiopie

Mrs Maija-Leena PAAVOLA

Finland / Finlande

Mme Marianne BAY

France

M. Bruno VIEILLEFOSSE

France
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M. Eric TAVERNIER

France

Dr Georg KLEEMANN Germany / Allemagne

Mr Georgios MYLONAKIS Greece / Grece

Mr Gyorgy SUCH Hungary / Hongrie

Mrs Ragna ARNADOTTIR Iceland / Islande

Mr Shumsher SHERIFF India / Inde (Honorary member / membre honoraire)
Mr Desh Deepak VERMA India / Inde

Dr Indra ISKANDAR

Indonesia / Indonésie

Dr Hassan Ali GHAFARI
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